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ANNUAL ADDRESS OF MAYOR JAMES M. 
CURLEY TO THE HONORABLE THE 
CITY COUNCIL JANUARY 5, 1948. 


The year 1948 upon which we are about to embark 
finds a bewildered world with everyone fearful as 
to the possibility of war with Russia, and with com- 
munistic groups active in most of the European 
countries. These communistic groups were equally 
active even while the war was in progress, and since 
the close of the war have been increasingly active 
in our own country in the fostering of discord through 
strikes, demands for wage increases, and shortening 
of the hours of labor with the purpose of limiting 
production, stifling industry, and creating general 
chaos. 

In more recent months it has been evident in the 
attacks on all religions, and it has been tolerated in 
our own country without the adoption of measures 
that would speedily end these destructive tactics. 
Abraham Lincoln once said, ‘‘there never was a good 
war or a bad peace,” and it is about time that America 
took inspiration from the wisdom of Abraham Lincoln 
and served notice on Russia that we are prepared 
to take immediate steps to have enacted, between 
the United States and the countries who favor a 
democratic form of government, a program of economic 
warfare which would make unnecessary the shedding 
of blood through a shooting war. 

Notice served upon Premier Stalin and his group 
that America would refuse to provide anything that 
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might be necessary to his government and refuse to 
trade with them, either now or hereafter, unless 
they agree to join in the program for permanent 
world peace at once, would be more effective than 
anything that might be done by the United Nations. 
I realize that the United Nations has accomplished 
much despite the constant barriers raised by the 
forces of communism in that Body, and I likewise 
realize that a recourse to arms and the shedding of 
blood of innocent people as a means of settling inter- 
national differences has been the policy for thousands 
of years, but the time has come for the adoption of a 
more sane and rational policy as a means of estab- 
lishing and maintaining permanent peace in the world. 
The time has arrived for courageous and decisive 
action, the kind of action upon the part of America 
that made possible the American Republic. 

Here in Boston the tocsin was sounded by the 
courageous handful in the early brave days when 
they threw down the gauntlet to the then most 
powerful nation in the world and carried on the 
war for a period of eight long years until the freedom 
of the colonies was established and the liberty of 
the individual man made possible. The knowledge 
that they possessed neither army nor navy, and 
that to conduct the war to a successful conclusion 
was only possible through capture of the ships of 
the enemy on the sea and the arms of the enemy on 
land was no deterrent to these early Americans. 
Now, surely, at a time when the United States pos- 
sesses greater power than all nations of the world com- 
bined, in the air, on land, and on sea, with its agencies 
of production, wealth, and food supply, it is about 
time to stop the policy of attempting to appease 
Russia and assert ourselves, not for the enslavement 
of any people, nor for the acquisition of the territories 
of any nation, but for the establishment of that for 
which the women and men of the world have prayed 
from the beginning of creation — permanent peace. 

The accomplishment of this great objective is 
possible provided we possess the vision and courage 
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displayed by the brave handful in the early days 
when America had its birth. It is about time that 
the truth, which is now whispered, was spoken out 
loud, namely, that World War I and World War II 
resulted in a crepe on one out of every three doors 
in Russia. These families had given a son, a 
husband, or a father to the God of War, and, 
fearful as were the ravages of these two wars upon 
the people of Russia, it would be as nothing com- 
pared to the dreadful specter of famine as a result 
of economic warfare. 

It must be apparent to every thoughtful individual 
that the terrific toll upon the population of Russia, 
namely, 45,000,000 persons killed, or a total ten 
times greater than the entire population of the State 
of Massachusetts, as a consequence of World War I 
and World War II, would cause them to be fearful 
of the menace of a famine more dreadful than bloody 
warfare. The mere announcement of our position 
with reference to economic warfare plus our strength 
and power should be. sufficient to compel Premier 
Stalin and his cohorts to agree to the program which . 
would mean peace in the world and security for the 
people of his own country, while failure to agree 
would unquestionably result in revolution in Russia, 
and those responsible for the failure to agree to a 
program of peace would be compelled to travel 
down the bloody road taken by Tamerlane, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Caesar, Kaiser Wilhelm, Hitler, Mussolini, 
and countless others, whom Almighty God, in His 
wisdom, decreed ‘“‘had gone too far.” 

World War II ended in 1945, and its end was 
marked by sadness, sorrow, and tears in countless 
homes throughout the entire world. It has been 
further marked by an estoppel of an orderly program 
for the welfare and happiness of all the people of 
the world. The diversion of industry, agriculture, 
and in fact every activity, to the preparation for 
the conduct of war resulted in a complete trans- 
formation of all normal activities, as conducted in 
peace times, with the result that substantially every 
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community in the world is required to bear a burden 
for normal peace activities in a period of a few years 
that might be spread over seven years or more. 

While rejoicing in the end of war and offering 
our prayers to Almighty God that it has ended, a 
duty still remains for all to earnestly pray that we 
may be spared participation in another war because 
of the character which that war must inevitably 
take on. World War II differed from any previous 
war in the world’s history, in that it was not a 
conflict in which armies alone were engaged. It 
was what was known as an all-out war, in which 
not only the men who served in the armies and navies 
were the victims, but entire populations of countries, 
men, women, and children, were subjected to 
destruction — none were permitted to escape the 
atrocities and ravages. 

The closing days of the war witnessed the intro- 
duction of a new weapon, more deadly and destruc- 
tive than any that ever had been previously used, 
a weapon that destroyed entire peoples and 
communities, and which weapon, in the event of 
another war, might be more generally used and, if 
used, result in the destruction of all that society 
had created and built up from the beginning of time. 

Truly this must not happen again, and in my 
judgment the most potent agency for the prevention 
of another war is the sending to the throne of 
Almighty God and His Blessed Mother on high a 
prayer for peace from the hearts of all right-thinking 
people in the world. 

Almighty God in His mercy and generosity has 

been extremely kind to us as a municipality, and for 
this we should give expression through prayer of our 
thanks in that we have been spared from serious 
disasters and epidemics. 
_ The problems of reconversion and reconstruction 
in our city as a consequence of World War II, 
which appeared insurmountable two years ago, are 
eradually being overcome, and we have met our 
every obligation in such manner as to achieve the 
highest possible rating from financial agencies. 
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The suspension of essential needs in substantially 
every department of the city during the period of 
the war made necessary the expenditures of vast 
sums of money of which the present and future 
generations will be beneficiaries. 


It must be understood that the primary functions 
of a city are the care of its sick, the prevention of 
disease, and the protection of lives and property 
from the ravages of conflagration, without entailing 
an insurmountable burden which must be borne by 
home owners and business generally. To this work 
we have dedicated our best efforts, and the results 
have been most gratifying. It must be understood 
further that the work is one in which every element 
of the community should share, as the achievement 
of a proper measure of success is beyond the power 
of any single individual. 


It is pleasing to note that the Boston City Hos- 
pital, the largest single hospital unit in the world, is 
today enjoying the highest rating; and for the first 
time in a long period -of years the same rating, 
namely Grade A, has been accorded the institution 
for the poor at Long Island by all medical authorities 

The Fire Department, which was in a complete 
state of demoralization two years ago, is today 
equipped with apparatus and men, making that 
department second to none of its size in the entire 
country. 


The Public Works Department, two years ago 
lacking in substantially every facility required to 
conduct properly this department, is today in a 
position to cope with any emergency that arises, 
and this is substantially true of every department 
of the city. 

There is a serious question, as.pointed out. by 
certain leaders of organized labor, as to the advis- 
ability of granting further increases in wages. It 
must be apparent to everyone, that every increase 
in wages means a further increase in the cost of every 
commodity and yet the vicious circle has been allowed 
to grow, until today it has become a menace to the 
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future of every individual and particularly the little 
man who, in the last analysis, is required to bear 
almost the entire burden. 

After a long study with a view to adjusting salaries 
and ending the rewarding of favorites, it was decided 
to make a permanent part of their salaries, the emer- 
eency $200 granted to employees of the city, and to 
give them $200 additional, or a total of $400, to meet 
the increase in the cost of living. The “privileged 
eroups” immediately demanded more than this seale, 
and the Legislature acceded to their request, imposing 
a further burden upon the home owners and business- 
men through an increase in the tax rate. 

It must be apparent to every intelligent individual 
that every increase in wages is reflected by an increase 
in the cost of commodities, so that the purchasing 
power of the individual becomes less and the granting 
of further demands simply adds to the increase in the 
cost of living. It is about time to end this system and 
it can only be ended by every individual taking a 
more active part in legislation that directly affects 
their living. It must be understood that the owners 
of real property represent but a small portion of the 
population as contrasted with the great purchasing 
public who, in the last analysis, are required to bear 
almost the entire burden of increased costs, but which 
they seldom realize they are required to meet. 

Legislative enactments plus referendum votes 
adopted by the people on important financial measures, 
with no consideration given as to where the revenue 
may be obtained to meet the obligations entailed, 
resulted in an increase in 1947 of seven and one half 
million dollars, and these burdens carried for a full 
year in 1948 may represent in the vicinity of ten 
million dollars additional. It must be remembered 
that every additional million dollars in the conduct 
of the activities of the city means an increase in the 
tax rate of seventy cents, so that we are confronted 
with an increase in the tax rate of seven dollars per 
thousand of valuation, unless revenue-producing meas- 
ures are enacted by the incoming Legislature, or 
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relief is accorded the city in the same manner enjoyed 
by municipalities in other portions of the country, 
all of whom are confronted with a like condition. 


The forty-eight-hour law for firemen, the day- 
off-in-six for members of the Police Department, 
the increased wage scale for teachers, the increase 
in maximum and minimum salaries for members 
of the Fire and Police Departments, the general 
increase for all employees of the city, the forty- 
hour week for city employees, the retirement on 
pension of veterans after ten years of service with 
the city, the increased cost of commodities of every 
character, and the rising cost of welfare were all bur- 
dens imposed upon the city with no revenue-pro- 
ducing legislation to provide for the added costs 
of conducting these municipal activities. It is 
clearly the duty of the state to enact legislation for 
the reimbursement by the state of a sufficient sum 
to cover anticipated requirements, essential in 
1948, if we are to avoid imposing further burdens 
upon real estate, which can only be reflected in in- 
creased rents entailing further increases in the cost 
of living. : 

I realize how necessary some of these increases 
were, and it is to be hoped that the Legislature will 
enact legislation to meet the obligations imposed by 
them on the municipality. 

The federal government, during the past year, 
granted a refund to corporations in Massachusetts 
in the sum of $350,000,000, and in view of the fact 
that an income tax paid the state is deductible from 
federal income taxes, it would appear but proper to 
increase corporate taxes from the present 5 1/2 per 
cent to 10 per cent. This additional revenue would 
make possible the distribution by the state to the 
cities and towns of the Commonwealth, of some 
$33,000,000, and provided it was distributed on a 
basis of valuation, one-fourth of this sum would 
be available to the City of Boston. A tax of this 
character is far preferable to a sales tax and would 
provide the money necessary to meet the mounting 
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costs of education and welfare, and make unneces- 
sary too great a burden upon the already heavy one 
borne by the community. 

I direct attention to this particular measure 
as one that will provide immediate relief to all the 
cities and towns of the Commonwealth, and yet 
I recognize the power of the forces that will be 
arrayed to prevent adoption of this legislation. 
Consequently, I appeal to the entire people of the 
city to use their influence with their  regularly- 
elected senators and representatives to the State 
Legislature, with a view to the enactment of this 
legislation and further, that they insist that pro- 
vision be made, in the event of added burdens being 
placed upon the city, that ways and means to meet 
the same be provided. 

An analysis recently made as to the number of 
persons placed at work in the city service between 
January 1, 1946, and December 29, 1947, a period | 
of twenty-four months, discloses the fact that legis- 
lative enactments plus referendum votes are re- 
sponsible for an increase of nearly 2,000 in the 
number of persons employed by the city, while the 
departments directly under control of the Mayor 
show an increase in appointments of but -70 persons 
during this same period of time. ’ 

The adoption of the forty-eight-hour week by 
referendum vote of the people was responsible for 
an increase of 596 men in the Fire Department. 
The forty-hour week authorized by the Legislature 
was responsible for an increase of 437 employees 
in the Hospital Department. Legislative enactment 
providing for one day off in six for members of the 
Police Department, together with the restoration 
of quotas depleted during the war, was responsible 
for the appointment of 275 men. Appointments 
made by the School Committee, over which the 
Mayor has no control, were responsible for 203 
additional employees, notwithstanding the fact that 
there are several thousand less pupils than_ there 
were two years ago. The extension of Rapid Transit 
facilities in East Boston has made necessary the 
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appointment of 285 additional men. Legislative 
enactments providing for an increase in Aid to 
Dependent Children, Old Age Assistance, and De- 
pendent Aid, have resulted in the appointment 
of 41 additional persons to administer the aid in the 
Welfare Department. 

Legislation making provision for veterans and 
their dependents has made necessary the appoint- 
ment of 27 additional employees in the Veterans’ 
Bureau. A reduction in the working hours of the 
employees of the Printing Department to conform 
to union agreement, made necessary the appoint- 
ment of 10 additional persons. The establishment 
of a second retirement system for city employees, 
authorized by the Legislature, made necessary the 
employment of 7 additional men. The adoption of 
legislation making provision for off-street parking 
facilities made necessary the appointment of 4 addi- 
tional men in the Real Estate Commission, or a total 
of 1,885 additional employees, all beyond the control 
of the Mayor. 

In the departments under the control of the Mayor, 
a reduction has been made in the Bureau of Ameri- 
canization in the number of 10 persons through the 
abolition of this department in January of 1946; 
the Municipal Employment Bureau reduced its per- 
sonnel from 15 to 11; the Public Celebrations De- 
partment, from 4 to 3; the Payroll Allotment Division, 
from 18 to 16; the Veterans’ Information Center 
was abolished and the services of 13 persons dispensed 
with; the Assessing Department has 25 less employees 
than on January 1, 1946; the Auditing Department, 
1 less; the Board of Recreation was abolished with 
the services of 139 persons dispensed with; the 
Election Department reduced from 69 to 54, 15 
less employees. The Electrical Inspection Division 
of the Fire Department reduced its personnel from 
34 to 32; the Bridge Service, from 217 to 202; the 
Ferry Service reduced from 81 to 73; the Sanitary 
Service, from 376 to 361; the Sewer Service, from 
255 to 215; the Registry Department, from 40 to 
34; the Street Laying-Out Department, from 77 to 
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72, and the Treasury Department, from 37 to 34, 
so that the number of city employees directly under 
control of the Mayor shows an appreciable reduction, 
and, providing we had not been required to conform 
to either referendum vote or legislative enactments, 
there would be further reductions rather than in- 
creases in personnel in all departments of the city. 


I have instructed department heads not to fill 
vacancies that occur by new appointments, but to 
arrange transfers from those departments within the 
control of the Mayor. Despite the practice of rigid 
economy in those departments directly under control 
of the Mayor, it is impossible to achieve the desired 
goals without the aid of the Legislature and the 
public. 

If the Legislature will cease enacting laws affect- 
ing the cities and towns of the Commonwealth, in- 
creasing their burdens without making provision 
for reimbursement, and if the public will develop a 
greater degree of interest in their own welfare and the 
welfare of the city in the matter of voting on refer- 
endums making provision for increases in the cost of 
conducting the activities of the city, we can achieve 
commendable results. 

The year 1948 gives promise of being the greatest 
year, with the exception of 1922, in the history of 
the city in the matter of new construction. The 
estimated total value of proposed construction is in 
excess of $246,000,000, but, unfortunately, little of 
this new construction will be subject to taxation 
until 1949. 

This is an indication of the confidence that 
business has in the future of our city, and is a refu- 
tation of the assertion that a change in our system 
of government is the sole panacea for our ills. 

In conclusion, I beg to direct to the attention 
of carping critics, who never see good in anything 
that is accomplished, unless sponsored by them, a 
study of the reports of municipal departments for the 
year 1947 which should prove most enlightening. 

In the annual address of 1947, I directed atten- 
tion to the fact that, at that time, we were at the 
crossroads, and to maintain our vaunted position 
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among the great cities of America we must assert 
our willingness to go forward in the marching events 
of a progressive era. This we have done. 

The solution of our traffic problem is today 
receiving not only consideration, but direct action, 
and a housing program for veterans and their de- 
pendents is being rapidly provided, and, in addition, 
provision has been made, entailing the expenditure 
of many millions of dollars, for the construction of 
the South End housing development and the develop- 
ment at South Boston, which represented two blights 
upon the city for a period of six years. The bless- 
ings that flow from a happy and contented people, 
when attained, augment and dignify the spiritual 
values of a community, so that a solution of the 
housing problem becomes increasingly vital. 

If we are to maintain the advantages of a free 
government, the primal consideration of all munici- 
palities must first be the family unit. The future 
clamors for a well-considered and coordinated program, 
since communal decency breeds prosperous, well- 
ordered cities, states, and nations. To plan our 
future solely upon economic planning is like building 
a house upon shifting sands, since the solidarity of 
our governmental structure depends upon the recon- 
struction of moral values. The faith of our fathers 
is with us. America created a nation, and in the last 
two generations made possible the preservation of the 
freedom of the world. 

As members of the city government of Boston, 
we jointly face the future with that courage which 
has ever marked American citizenship. We have a 
profound appreciation of our responsibilities, and the 
insurmountable problems confronting us in _ the 
lessening of our tax burden, as well as the problems 
of economic adjustments, housing, slum clearance, 
and the care of the sick and the needy. 

In accepting public office we are required to 
accept the responsibilities which that public office 
entails, and it is clearly our duty, on the completion 
of our terms, to leave behind a record of achievements 
and accomplishments that will justify the faith which 
the public has reposed in us. 
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APPENDIX. 


A REVIEW OF DEPARTMENTAL CONDITIONS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF 1947, AcTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
DvuRING SAID YEAR, AND PLANS FOR 1948. 


JANUARY 5, 1948. 


These reports furnish some very interesting read- 
ing since they set forth the enormity and extent of 
departmental demoralization and chaos which con- 
fronted the present administration when it took 
office just two years ago, the steps which were taken 
to restore municipal services to an efficient basis, 
and the action which is contemplated during 1948 
to maintain and advance the welfare and interests 
of Boston and its citizens: 


ART DEPARTMENT — Mr. George H. Edgell was 
designated Art Commission member of the 
Board of Censors of Plays for the year 1948. 

It has become rather widely understood that, 
under the law creating this Commission, only 
those works of art which it has previously 
approved may become city property, whether 
by purchase, gift, or in any other fashion. Many 
persons, however, seem still unaware of the 
fact that the same law (chapter 410 of the 
Acts of 1898, as amended by chapter 87, Special 
Acts of 1919) provides that ‘“‘the board [of 
Art Commissioners] shall have custody and care 
of all works of art owned by the city”; also 
that ‘‘no such work of art shall be removed, 
relocated or altered” except by the board acting 
“with the approval of the Mayor.” 


New Works of Art. 
In conformity with the law, this Commis- 
sion has approved drawings for the sinking 
ship monument previously destined for Gallup’s 











14 


City Document No. 1. 


Island, but now altered, as a monument to 
merchant seamen lost in war. This monu- 
ment has since been erected at the approved 
site on Agassiz road, 50 feet easterly from 
the bridge, and set back from the sidewalk. 

The Art Commission has approved a water 
color, by Grace Arnive, representing the foun- 
tain at Sullivan square, for a position in the 
children’s room of the Charlestown Branch 
Library. It has approved a bronze tablet, 
by Thomas F. McGann and Sons Company, 
in memory of Private Roger Coleman Kiley, 
for a site at the Kiley Playground at the corner 
of Albion and Lucas streets, South End; also 
a small bronze tablet for a site at the Tobin 
Playground on Albion street. 

For the American Legion, Mission Hill Post 
No. 39, this Commission has approved a 
4-foot-high stone monument by Thomas Ff. 
McGann and Sons Company, with bronze 
tablet listing their dead, for a site at Brigham 
Circle; also a similar monument, by — — — in 
memory of Scout Stanley N. Kaplan, killed 
in action October 11, 1944. The site is at 
the corner of Washington street and Com- 
monwealth avenue, Brighton. 


Maintenance of Works of Art. 


In conformity with the law as to custody and 
care of works of art, this Commission has em- 
ployed Thomas F. McGann and Sons Company 
to replace and repair the colossal bronze figure 
of a sailor, dislodged last year from the Civil 
War monument on Boston Common; also to 
repair the bronze railing broken at the same 
time. 

Not all the damage to the Shaw monument, 
described in our 1946 report, has yet been 
repaired. John Evans, however, has been em- 
ployed to repoint the monument, all around the 
high relief. The Art Commission has employed 
three other contractors, also a qualified artisan, 
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to clean the Parkman Memorial in Jamaica 
Plain, the John Boyle O’Reilly and Patrick 
Collins monuments at the Fenway, the Adams 
statue on Dock square, the Benjamin Franklin 
and the Josiah Quincy statues in front of City 
Hall, and the Wendell Phillips, Sumner, and 
Kosciuszko statues in the Public Garden; also 
the stone boulder at the corner of Cambridge 
and Henshaw streets, Brighton. 

The Art Commission has had a number of 
tablets cleaned: the Fox Hill tablet on the 
Charles street side of Boston Common, the 
Copley tablet outside the Somerset Club, three 
tablets at the Granary Burying Ground; two at 
the King’s Chapel Burying Ground; a tablet 
commemorating John Cotton and Sir Henry 
Vane at Barrister’s Hall, Pemberton square; 
also tablets in memory of John Endicott at 
Scollay square and Governor Andrew at 100 
Charles street, St. Stephen’s Church on Hanover 
street, and the West Church on Lynde street. 


City Hall Paintings. 

The Commissioner has had municipal paint- 
ings renovated at the Council Chamber in City 
Hall — the two large portraits, of George Wash- 
ington by Moses Wight and Zachary Taylor by 
an unknown painter, and two small portraits, of 
Benjamin Austin by Ethan Allen Greenwood 
and of Major Robert Anderson by Joseph Ames. 
In the case of these paintings, the expense was 
met by the Public Buildings Department. 


Paintings at Fanewil Hall. 


On the basis of Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
estimates of the cost of cleaning and restoring 
the city’s paintings in Faneuil Hall, your Honor 
last year recommended, and the City Council 
voted, the appropriation which has made it 
possible for this Commission to remedy the 
neglect from which all these works of art had 
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suffered since 1931; and from which the huge 
painting of the Webster-Hayne debate by Healy 
had suffered still longer. The Art Commission 
accordingly employed as experts Finlayson 
Brothers to clean this painting at a favorable 
time when staging was in place for repainting 
the interior of Faneuil Hall. This Commission, 
moreover, arranged with the Museum of Fine 
Arts to transport to the Museum and_ clean 
there all the other 18 Faneuil Hall portraits. 
This has been done, a few at a time; and the 
paintings returned and rehung. ‘The repainted 
and immaculately clean hall makes a fine back- 
ground for these historic portraits, and this 
work has been done well within our appropria- 
tion for this purpose. 

The hall, with all the portraits rehung, is 
now a sight worth seeing, a work, which was 
wisely initiated. 


City Property in Works of Art. 

To take such ‘“‘care’’? of municipal works of 
art, it is necessary, of course, to know what the 
city’s paintings, pieces of sculpture, etc., are, 
and where they are located. This is perhaps 
less simple than it seems. In 1930, for instance, 
the City Auditor published, in his annual report, 
an inventory of city property including statues, 
memorial tablets, etc. (See Auditing Depart- 


- ment report for the year ending December 31, 


1929, pp. 323, 344, 345.) Except for paintings, 
this inventory establishes the city’s ownership in 
works of art at the opening of 1930. This 
inventory, however, has not been published in 
subsequent years. From 1911 to 1915 this Com- 
mission, with the help of the Museum of Fine 
Arts Registry of Local Art, included in its annual 
reports an illustrated list of paintings, sculpture, 
and such other works of art as commemorative 
tablets which belong to the city; in 1935 the 
Commission also established and has maintained 
an analytic card catalogue of municipal works of 
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art. Finally, in 1938, the Commission of Mark- 
ing Historic Sites published (Document No. 53) 
an illustrated list of the commemorative tablets 
which it had erected for the city. With these 
documents and with subsequent reports of the 
Commission, listing new municipal works of art, 
we can keep up to date our inventory of this 
city’s artistic possessions. 


Damaged, Destroyed, Lost, Stolen. 


Though none of the City of Boston’s works of 
art may legally be altered or removed without a 
vote of this Art Commission, approved by the 
Mayor, the law has been violated frequently; 
and only through the vigilance of public officials, 
and of public-spirited citizens also, do the facts 
become known. Thus, when a building is torn 
down or altered, works of art which form part of 
it, or are attached to it, may well be destroyed or 
misplaced. When the City Hall Annex, for 
instance, was undergoing repairs last summer, 
the four architectural figures of Justice, Charity, 
Education, and Industry, which were approved 
by this Commission in 1913 as decorations for 
the top-story facade, were in such bad condition 
that they were destroyed. As for military and 
naval monuments, it is almost a recognized 
juvenile sport to steal generals’ and admirals’ 
swords; the sword from the monument to General 
Glover — reported as stolen in our last year’s 
report — had hardly been replaced when the 
wretched new sword was stolen, too. Let us 
hope that a second replacement may provide 
General Glover with an appropriate weapon. In 
this year’s list of thefts Admiral Farragut’s 
sword must also be included; this sword. was 
recovered by a gallant police captain, and will 
shortly be in place again. The bronze tablet by 
John F. Paramino commemorating the first 
Huguenot Church — a tablet paid for and placed 
at 20 School street by the city, and approved by 
this Commission in 1925 —has been illegally 
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removed to a place on the second story of No. 12 
School street, where the inscription cannot be 
read. The bronze tablet in memory of Anne 
Hutchinson on the second story of No. 3 School 
street, the Old Corner Bookstore, is also placed 
so high that no one can read it. A bronze tablet 
commemorating the North Battery at 379 Com- 
mercial street was erected by the city and 
approved by this Commission in 1930; this 
tablet, though it has not been removed, has been 
painted over. When the building at 222 Devon- 
shire street, with other adjacent buildings, was 
torn down to make room for a parking space, a 
tablet by John F. Paramino, and placed on that 
building by the City of Boston, in memory of 
Bishop de Cheverus, was removed. Fortunately 
it was not destroyed; but was placed on the 
Franklin street wall of the Second National Bank 
Building, near the corner of Devonshire street. 
During remodeling of the front of the building 
at 209 Washington street, the tablet by Mr. John 
F. Paramino, placed there by the City of Boston 
in 1930, to mark the site of the Old Brick Church, 
was removed, without notice to this Commission. 
It has since been found, and provisionally stored 
in the shop of David P. Ehrlich, 207 Washington 
street. It will be relocated as soon as possible. 


Rediscovery and Repair. 

Repairs on the Brewer Fountain, Boston 
Common, insisted on in our last year’s report, 
have been held up by shortages of material and 
efficient labor. This work must be done next 
year. The crowning group from the Lyman 
fountain in Dorchester still remains to be re- 
placed in the center of the Lyman fountain 
stone basin in Dorchester. We call attention 
to a lost piece of fountain-sculpture listed in the 
Auditor’s 1930 inventory as the “Maid of the 
Mist,’’ which used to stand in a fountain near 
Arlington street side of the Public Garden. It 
is recorded by this Commission as a “Fountain 
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Venus” and ‘‘one of the first works of art placed 
in the Public Garden.” It is said to have been 
abandoned in poor condition by the Park De- 
partment, but many years ago. 

Other important work is that of cleaning the 
statuary and tablets, which were impossible to 
clean before this year’s wintry weather set in. 


A Question. 

In view of frequent destruction, theft, and 
illegal displacement of city works of art — such 
as that which we have described — we venture 
to ask whether publicity will be an adequate 
remedy. 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT — During the year 
1947 the Board of Assessors made a survey and 
study of all tax-exempt real estate in the City 
of Boston. It was found that there is a grand 
total of exempt real estate property amounting 
to approximately $530,000,000 within the city, 
or one third of the entire property subject to 
real estate taxes. Of this great sum, $106,800,000 
is owned by the United States: bos, 900, 000 
owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 
and $216,500,000 owned by the City of Boston. 

This leaves $149,200,000 for literary, chari- 
table, and benevolent institutions, churches, and 
various other forms of special statutory exemp- 
tions, including $17,000,000 for Housing Au- 
thority holdings. 

In 1947 the full-time employees of the de- 
partment, supplemented by temporary clerks, 
prepared the taxable lists pertaining to real 
estate, motor vehicle excise, and personal prop- 
erty taxes. This work was performed on de- 
partment-owned typewriters and billing ma- 
chines. In 1948 the department will put into 
operation a Remington-Rand accounting system 
sufficiently broad to perform all such duties by 
machine. This action is a practical step toward 
adapting the department to modern machine 
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methods. It is confidently expected that the 
year 1948 will see a decided improvement in the 
speed with which the bills will be made available 
to the public. A corollary benefit to be derived 
from the punch card system lies in the service 
rendered to certain credit agencies and others 
interested in assessed valuations of the city. 
Sale of the lists so desired will furnish substantial 
revenue to the city. 

In 1947 the 49 assistant assessors, at the 
direction of the Board of Assessors, conducted 
an extensive survey of sales prices of, and in- 
creased revenue from, mercantile realty in the 
city. This study prompted an increase in 
assessed valuations of $22,225,300. The real 
estate market at the present time continues 
sound and strong; it is the intention of this 
Board to increase assessed valuations of real 
estate in 1948 wherever warranted. New con- 
struction, both in the downtown area and in 
the Back Bay, will provide additional taxable 
valuation. 

In 1947 the Board of Assessors levied excises 
upon motor vehicles in the amount of $708,840.62, 
representing an increase of more than 100 per 
cent above the 1946 levy. A larger levy is 
expected in 1948 in view of the increased regis- 
tration of motor vehicles. 

The reorganization of the department’s En- 
gineering Division has resulted in increased 
efficiency. Plans formerly not available to the 
department have been assembled for ready 
reference. Current plans have been referred, as 
of December 1, 1947, to the field assessors, 
who, because of recent legislation requiring 
earlier payment of taxes, have already begun 
preliminary 1948 assessment work. An exhaus- 
tive appraisal by the Engineering Division of 
the properties of the Boston Elevated proved 
of immeasurable assistance to the Board in the 
settlement of the appeals from taxes. The 
appraisal engineer represented the department 
as an expert witness before the Appellate Tax 
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Board in respect to a personal property assess- 
ment of a half-million dollars on the property of 
one of the more prominent companies. The 
decision in this matter has not yet been 
promulgated. 

In connection with the block plan system of 
tax assessment started during a previous Curley 
administration, the following data is now avail- 
able to the field men of the Assessing Department 
in substantially all districts: 

1. Building occupation area 

2. Total floor area of buildings 

3. Area and shape of parcels occupied by 
the buildings 

This data is used by the field men in the 
determination of taxable value of the land and 
buildings by either the replacement minus de- 
preciation method or the net income method 
of valuation. 

The work of sustaining tax values on trial 
before the Appellate Tax Board, by the Board of 
Assessors and other experts, has been aided con- 
siderably by the block plan system. Data is at the 
disposal of the Board and the deputies that was 
used by the field men. The confusion and delay 
of separate research has been eliminated. The 
completion of the block plan system would 
require about three years. With this system 
completed, the Assessors would have information 
that would be factual and complete. This 
would provide the department with means to 
improve and equalize the work within the de- 
partment. The study and revision of assess- 
ments when necessary will be expedited to a 
very large degree of efficiency by the system. 
The assessing of real estate becomes more 
scientific with the passage of each year, and a 
system such as the block plan system is a neces- 
sity. 

The Boston Edison Company has several 
cases pending before the Appellate Tax Board, 
including a personal property assessment in the 
amount of $51,900,000, for the years 1945, 1946, 
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and 1947. This personal property assessment 
embraces all of the taxable personal property of 
the Boston Edison Company, the appraisal of 
which will constitute a tremendous task. It will 
necessitate the employment of experts who have 
a peculiar knowledge relating to the value of 
machinery, poles, wires, and all other machinery 
necessary for the manufacture and distribution 
of electricity. The same situation will prevail 
in the cases of the Boston Consolidated Gas 
Company, which has a personal property assess- 
ment of over $25,000,000, and will be reached 
for trial in the near future at the Appellate Tax 
Board. The services of our own Engineering 
Department will be indispensable in these 
matters. 

The Boston Elevated Railway Company, now 
by statute the Metropolitan Transit Authority, 
always contributed its fair share to the city in 
real and personal property taxes and, until an 
arbitrary increase of more than double the then 
personal property assessment was placed in 1942, 
the Boston Elevated Company never sought an 
abatement. These arbitrary increases were levied 
upon the personal property for the years 1942 
through 1947, and upon their real estate from 
1944 through 1947. All these cases were on the 
trial list at the Appellate Tax Board in 1947 and, 
as mentioned before, were compromised by the 
Board of Assessors and the attorneys for the 
Elevated on December 10, 1947. The combined 
total assessed valuation on the real estate was 
$12,653,000 — the compromise settlement figure 
was $8,780,000 in assessed valuation, which 
represented an abatement in dollars of $175,- 
322.45, or an abated valuation of $3,873,000. 
The personal property total assessment for the 
years involved amounted to $43,500,000, and 
the compromise settlement figure amounted to 
$13,500,000, represented an abatement in value 
of $30,000,000, or $1,282,700 in cash — making 
a total abatement for both real estate and per- 
sonal of $1,458,022.45. The figure does not 
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include the statutory interest of 4 per cent, 
which must be paid by the Collector from the 
date of payment to the date of abatement. 

In 1939 the Board of Assessors engaged a 
personal property expert who placed arbitrary 
personal property taxes on various wool com- 
panies throughout the City of Boston. These 
assessments represented a total tax figure of 
$1,544,448.41 for the years 1939 through 1946. 
Several attempts were made to collect these 
taxes by various Collectors of Taxes without avail. 
After several conferences with the Law Depart- 
ment, a letter was written by the City Collector 
on February 21, 1947, and approved on March 
13, 1947, by Henry F. Long, Commissioner of 
Corporations and Taxation, giving the Board of 
Assessors authority to abate these taxes in the 
above-mentioned amount of $1,544,448.41. 

The futility of placing assessments, partic- 
ularly upon personal property, which had been 
the practice under previous administrations, 
where several varying doubts existed as to the 
advisability of the practice, is worthy of special 
comment here. There was always a doubt as to 
the initial right of assessors to place an assess- 
ment upon elevated railway personal property 
holdings since the beginnings of the Boston 
Elevated Railway, as such. Yet the road con- 
tinued to pay until such assessments became so 
excessive as to warrant, through long legal proc- 
ess, compromise abatement. This conclusion is 
borne out by the fact that such personal prop- 
erty assessments are no longer legal under the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority Act. More- 
over, with a quite definitely accepted theory 
that the only method of collecting personal 
property assessments upon cooperative wool 
agencies was through federal process, through 
law department deputization, it would seem at 
this distance to have been quite futile assessing 
to burden the tax record with valuations the 
collection of which was well-nigh impossible 
legally. 
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Through December 15, 1947, the department 
received requests for exemption from taxation 
from 1,300 veterans of the wars. Exemption 
has been granted by the Board to 1,152 of these 
applicants whose eligibility has been established. 
The remainder of these applications will be 
processed in January. In 1948, the depart- 
ment will institute a special veterans’ division 
to handle these applications and to render the 
veteran the greatest possible service under the 
law. It is respectfully suggested that your 
Honor instruct the veterans by press or by radio 
that applications for exemption in 1948 must 
be filed on or before October 1, 1948. 

An analysis of the abatements granted by 
the Appellate Tax Board indicates that the 
policy by the Board of Assessors in effecting 
settlements of pending appeals has served the 
best interests of the city. The amounts abated 
by decision of the Appellate Tax Board are 
relatively far in excess of those abated by the 
Board of Assessors in compromise. Substan- 
tial savings will continue to accrue to the city 
if the policy now in force is pursued in the 
future. A ten-year compilation of statistics 
shows the following: 


NUMBER OF CASES SETTLED. 


1938 PA. a Nie ae eee 
1947 ! ; : : . 6,000 (December estimated) 


The Board has forwarded to the City Col- 
lector and to the City Auditor all abatement 
figures through the month of October, 1947. 
Before January 10, 1948, the Board will prepare 
a statement of Assessors’ Valuation of Taxable 
Property for each of the preceding three years, 
the abatements allowed thereon prior to Decem- 
ber 31, 1947, and the average of such valuations 
reduced by such abatements. 


BOSTON HOUSING AUTHORITY — The following 


information on the housing program of the city 
is submitted: 


on 
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One- and Two-Family House Program. 
Table 1. 


Authorization for Expenditure. . $20,000,000 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 
Table 2. 
HOMES UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 








iti penne 

. Number of ota onstruction 

Location. Pubscusaaey CaM ave reris: uate cma . 
ile 

River street, Mattapan, No. 1 40 $386,402 05,27 

River street, Mattapan, No. 4... 38 419,878 32.94 

River street, Mattapan, No. 5... 60 729,257 ? 

River street, Mattapan, No. 6 34 404,285 , 

River street, Mattapan, No. 7... 40 A72,600 yet 

Captain John’s Hill, West Rox- 

CR A, Bs ee i en RRR 110 1,063,926 63.31 
PMH ESORDOTE: sects: Ctee sient ae 8 89,304 80.43 
Everdean street, Dorchester. ... By 182,485 83.80 
Baker street, West Roxbury..... 68 723,093 42.38 
Tileston street, Mattapan....... 10 112,356 . 7 
Sawyer avenue, Dorchester...... "12 144,281 is T 
RES VILOt et, ae ar eee 66 741,940 - T 
biyde. Parle 6264 aie it Bs ht gate 76 857,983 T 

OU ee 4 ey fe EE 579 $6,327,827 





* None reported. 

+ Percentage figure i in this column is based on contractors’ estimates for payments. 

“None reported’’ means. only that contractor has not submitted any request for 
payment and that a percentage estimate of the considerable work done cannot 
be made at this time. 


Perusal of this table will indicate that 298 
dwelling units were put under construction since 
the last mayoral report of November 20, 1947, 
showing 281 units then under way. This is 
an increase of 106 per cent over the previous 
report. 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 
Table 3. ) 
ROADS, UTILITIES, AND GRADING FOR HOMES. 


(Where contract is separate from house-building contract.) 








read Cent 
ontract 
Location. Total Completed 
Contract. December 31, 
47. 
River street, Mattapan, No. 2...... $51,902 + 74.19 


River street, Mattapan, No. 3...... $402,912 # moe 08 
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As previously indicated, these two contracts 
will provide all the road, grading, and utility 
work required on the north side of the River 
Street development and are scheduled to keep 
abreast of the home construction work on that 
site. Roads and utilities on the south side of 
River street are and will be included in the 
contracts for general construction. 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 








Table 4. 
CONTRACTS AWARDED — WORK TO START 
IMMEDIATELY. 
. Total 
; Numb f 

Location. ohinaaie imibit oce, 
River street, Mattapan, No. 8........ 32 $393,368 
River street, Mattapan, No. 9........ 50 577,885 
River street, Mattapan, No. 10....... 34 396,055 
River street, Mattapan, No. 11....... 50 573,213 
UCAS y Cg ete ate ons BE ee eee 166 $1,940,521 


General contracts on the above four develop- 
ments are or will be signed promptly, and orders 
to proceed will be issued. 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 








Table 5. 
RECAPITULATION. 

Number of Total 
Dwelling Development 

Units. ost. 
BG Duk tee bc ve ee 579 $6,327,827 
Tablets; 2. er ee eee 166 1,940,521 
SULDCOLHLS | hae Pat ee 745 $8,268,348 
Planned, River street, north side.... 30 360,000 
Planned, River street, south side. ... 76 912,000 
Totalet0+ v9. pecans 851 $9,540,348 








This recapitulation will show that homes for 
families of 745 veterans are or shortly will be 
under way, with an additional possible 106 
accommodations planned at River street. A 
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total estimated commitment of $9,540,348 is 
encompassed in this part of the program out of 
the $20,000,000 available, or practically the 
halfway mark has been reached. 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 
Table 6.— Tenancy. 

Twenty-two dwellings have been leased at 
River street, and seven families are now residents 
there, with fifteen additional families moving 
in by February 1, 1948. Eighteen additional 
dwellings will be made available on January 15, 
1948, at River street. 

Ten dwellings at Everdean street will be 
available about January 15, 1948. Eight dwell- 
ings at East Boston will be available about 
February 15, 1948. Fourteen dwellings at Baker 
street and twenty dwellings at Captain John’s 
Hill are expected to be ready within sixty days. 

Additional dwellings will from now on become 
available in increasing numbers and will be as 
promptly leased and rented. 


One- and Two-Family House Program. 
Table 7.— Rents. 

After considerable study and conferences with 
the State Board of Housing, the Authority made 
a downward revision in rents previously an- 
nounced. The following schedule shows the 


changes made. 
MONTHLY RENT. 

















satiated (yohber | fog y| camer | ade, | Peete 
Flat over flat.......... 2 1 $50 00 $45 00 . $5 00 
Flat over flat.......... 2 2 52 50 47 50 5 00 
Flat over flat.......... 3 1 55 00 50 00 5 00 
Flat over flat.......... 3 2 57 50 52 50 5 00 
Duplex house......... 2 - 60 00 55 00 5 00 
Duplex house......... 3 - 65 00 60 00 5 00 
Single house.......... 2 - 60 00 57 50 2 50 
Single house.......... 3 - 70 00 |. 67 50 2 50 


Se a a aa ee se eee 
EY 
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Small Multiple-Unit Program. 

As previously reported to you, considerable 
preliminary site selection and engineering work 
has been done on sites approved. 

Architectural drawings on the proposed devel- 
opment at Camden street have been submitted 
to the Authority for examination. 


Allocation of Balance of Funds Authorized. 

It is the desire of the Authority to commit 
promptly the balance of funds available to con- 
struction on definite sites so that bids can be 
taken and contracts awarded which will allow 
building to commence without delay with the 
advent of good weather in the early spring. 

As can be expected, inclement weather con- 
ditions for the next 45 days will to some extent , 
slow down progress. 

In conclusion, the Authority once again wishes 
to express to you its appreciation of your fine 
cooperation in this program. 


Small Multiple-Unit Program under Chapter 372. 


As reported to you in the letter of January 8, 
1948, plans’ for a 72-dwelling development at 
Camden street are awaiting review in the office 
of the Authority. The total cost of this devel- 
opment is estimated to be about $684,000. 

In addition to this, as you know, certain 
preliminary investigation has been made con- 
cerning land in Brighton adjacent to St. Gabriel’s 
Monastery and the Marine Hospital. If this 
land is procured and 300 dwelling units erected 
thereon, it is estimated that the total development 
cost will be about $3,500,000. 


Deferred Developments. 
On the two long-deferred developments in the 
South End and South Boston the latest estimates 
for total development cost are: 
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$5,721,000 for 508 dwellings in the South End 
$9,343,174 for 972 dwellings in South Boston 
Total — $15,064,174 


If developed under the McCarthy Bill amend- 
ments to the United States Housing Act, the 
city’s contribution to these developments would 
approximate 40 per cent, or $5,750,000. There 
is, of course, as you have already noted, the 
possibility of erection of these developments 
under state legislation now under consideration 
by the Legislature. 


Possible Developments under Proposed State 
Legislation. 


The proposed  state-subsidized low-income 
housing program contemplates erection of some 
20,000 dwellings in the state. If Boston were 
to receive its share based on population, it 
would amount to state guarantee of funds to 
erect some 3,500 dwellings. Assuming, however, 
that certain communities in the state do not 
participate in this program, which is reasonable, 
it follows that the larger cities will receive 
additional allocations of funds. It is possible 
that Boston may be able to procure state 
guarantees up to $50,000,000, which would 
cover costs of about 5,000 dwellings at an 
average cost of $10,000 each. If such funds 
are made available, consideration must be given 
to location of a considerable number of these 
dwellings in the so-called ‘‘Calf Pasture” area 
of Dorchester. Other smaller areas can also 
be developed in this program. 


BOSTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION — The traffic 
problem in the City of Boston ranks with the 
housing problem as one of the two major con- 
ditions requiring heroic and remedial measures. 

During the past years this department has 
been neglected, much to the detriment of the 
taxpayers and businessmen of Boston and 
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the rest of the state in general. Unfortunately 
for the City of Boston the traffic problem will 
continue to increase rather than decrease. Com- 
petent authorities estimate that the amount of 
vehicular traffic will be increased 50 per cent 
by the year 1965. 


While the war was going on the activities 
of this department were greatly limited, due 
to the fact that the necessary materials for the 
construction of traffic control devices, such as 
cable, steel poles, paint, and other commodities, 
were unavailable. 

However, during the deen year the Traffic 
Commission has submitted a great many plans 
for the immediate relief of traffic in the city. 

Last spring the Traffic Commission recom- 
mended to Mayor Curley 19 projects for the 
relief of traffic. Eight of these projects have . 
been. completed, and others are in the process 
of being completed in the near future. 

The projects are no panacea but will con- 
tribute to traffic relief. Below is a description 
of completed projects: 

Boylston street and Charles street, at Park 
square. Entrance to the Common, opposite 
Carver street, was relocated, affording a more 
direct and shorter crossing of Boylston street, 
thus helping pedestrians. The sidewalk in 
Charles street, at Boylston street, was cut 
back, thus adding additional roadway space 
in Charles street so that a divisional island 
was built which channelizes traffic and provides 
a haven for pedestrians crossing Charles street. 

Beacon street and Embankment road. The 
northwest corner of Beacon street, at Embank- 
ment road, was cut back sufficiently to provide 
an additional lane of traffic turning from Embank- 
ment road into Beacon street, thus relieving 
a bad bottleneck. 

Dorchester avenue, Broadway and Macallen 
street. The property at the corner of Dor- 
chester avenue and Macallen street was taken by 
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the city, and work is now in progress of widen- 
ing this corner which will relieve greatly the 
confusion and congestion that was encountered 
there. 

Old Colony avenue, Columbia road and Mt. 
Vernon street. A divisional island was built in 
the approach to the underpass under Columbia 
road bridge which separates opposing traffic 
movements and has eliminated an extremely 
hazardous traffic location. 

Huntington avenue, Opera place to Tremont 
street, at Hanlon square. The street car reserva- 
tion along this part of Huntington avenue does 
not give enough protection to the many hundreds 
of school children getting on and off the street 
ears. A start has been made in alleviating this 
condition by cutting back the sidewalk and 
widening the reservation in the vicinity of 
Longwood avenue. 

Columbus avenue—Arlington street to North- 
ampton street. Work has been started on widen- 
ing the roadway of Columbus avenue by cutting 
five (5) feet off of either sidewalk and building a 
divisional island in the center of the roadway. 
The completion of this job will create an artery 
from Arlington street to Roxbury Crossing, and 
should attract traffic from other busy arteries. 

Summer street—Atlantic avenue to Dorchester 
avenue, at the South Station. The roadway of 
Summer street has been widened ten (10) feet 
by cutting five (5) feet off either sidewalk. A 
street car safety zone was built providing thou- 
sands of street car patrons additional safety. The 
widening of Summer street lessens to a great 
extent the congestion formerly encountered in 
this area. | 

Sullivan square. Plans are proceeding and 
money is being earmarked by the State Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Federal Bureau of 
Roads for a $2,600,000 project to relieve the 
worst bottleneck in Boston, at Sullivan square. 
Work will probably commence in the summer of 
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1948. In this connection I might add that no 
homes will be taken and the city will be able to 
provide the major portion of the land necessary 
for this vital improvement. Other projects for 
the relief of traffic such as the cutting back of the 
corner of Chapman street and Rutherford avenue; 
the widening of Dorchester avenue, from West 
Broadway to Old Colony Boulevard; the widen- 
ing of Longwood avenue, between the Riverway 
and Chapel street; the widening of the roadway 
of Boylston street, between Arlington street 
and Clarendon street, and several other projects 
are being acted on so that they probably will be 
completed in 1948. 

Plans for major projects concerning the 
complex traffic situation have been undertaken 
by federal, state, and other city agencies. The 
engineering forces of this department were 
directed to cooperate with these groups and 
have furnished much of the technical data 
needed. | 

The appropriation for new traffic signals 
was augmented during the year by a new 
appropriation of $25,000 voted by the City 
Council. Work on the erection of twenty- 
five (25) new signals has been started and all 
of them will be placed in operation during 
1948. 

Surveys have been made and plans prepared 
for the installation of parking meters. These 
devices will help business by metering the 
curb space use, thus permitting a greater num- 
ber. of persons to park for business purposes. 
They will also assist in reducing congestion 
by keeping out the all-day parkers who, at the » 
present time, clutter our streets. The initial 
group of meters will be installed and in opera- 
tion by spring of 1948. The installation of 
these meters will be a necessary and helpful 
adjunct to the contemplated off-street parking 
areas In the central business district and, in 
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addition, will be a valuable aid to the Police 
Department in the enforcement of existing 
parking regulations. 

While it is anticipated that the cost of 
operating the department will be greater due 
to the increased costs of materials and other 
contributing factors, it 1s reassuring to know 
that this will be offset by the anticipated revenue 
which will be derived from parking meters. 

It is earnestly hoped that all of the citizens 
of Boston will contribute their help toward 
the solution of this major problem by a strict 
adherence to the rules and regulations of the 
Traffic Department and by the submission of 
any helpful suggestions, concerning traffic, to 
responsible officials. 


BUDGET DEPARTMENT — For the first time 
since 1933 the annual budget for city and county 
departments for the year 1947 was submitted to 
the City Council in full segregated form, and so 
appropriated. In. addition, schedules of per- 
sonnel quotas for each individual department 
supporting the allowances for permanent em- 
ployees were incorporated. These schedules 
could not be altered during the course of the year 
without the approval of the Mayor. This seg- 
regation follows very closely the form of budget 
inaugurated by Mayor Curley in 1916. Since 
1933, and prior to 1947, the annual budget was 
appropriated by groups, which allowed too much 
flexibility within the particular groups. With- 
out doubt, the full segregated budget tends to 
make the heads of departments scrutinize more 
carefully the various items in their estimates. 

Under the supervision of Remington Rand a 
new system of personnel records was completed 
which will be of invaluable assistance in facil- 
itating the calculation of allowances for personal 
service in the city and county budgets. In- 
corporated in this system is an alphabetical index 
of all permanent city and county employees. 
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One of the most pressing perennial problems 
of the city service which should be studied and 
solved is the problem of centralized coordinated 
control in the administration of personnel mat- 
ters. Under the present ordinances, every officer 
in charge of a department employs and fixes 
the compensation of all subordinates in his de- 
partment with the approval of the Mayor. Each 
department acting independently in establishing 
its own departmental classification and com- 
pensation plans, and without the guidance of 
any comprehensive plan, has resulted in the 
creation of numerous inequalities, and wide 
variations in compensation for positions involvy- 
ing like duties and responsibilities. For example, 
in the clerical service there are now in effect 
step-rate plans which vary from a maximum of 
$2,000 in some departments to $2,500 in others, 
and the duties and responsibilities of the posi- 
tions are very similar in nature in these depart- 
ments. In some instances, employees are granted 
increases in compensation without reference to 
merit and length of service. Other examples can 
be cited of unsystematic, and in many cases 
unjust, methods for advancement and pro- 
motion. The solution to this condition is a 
position classification and pay range survey and 
a job evaluation study by a management con- 
sultant firm which specializes in this field, and 
the eventual establishment of a central agency 
empowered to regulate and administer the plans 
recommended. 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT — Construction activi- 


ties in the City of Boston reached a higher peak 
during the year 1947 than in any other year 
since 1926 and indications are that the coming 
year will produce an even greater volume. 
There is at the present time approximately 
$50,000,000 worth of work under construction 
and a very conservative estimate of the pro- 
posed work for next year indicates that more 
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than $240,000,000 worth of work has already 
gone beyond the planning stage and is soon to 
become an actuality. Detailed reports in sup- 
port of these figures are attached hereto. 

It is interesting to note that not only many of 
the larger firms are planning extensive additions 
and alterations to their plants, but also many of 
the smaller organizations have indicated their 
support and faith in the future of the City 
of Boston by planning and building new build- 
ings and causing alterations to their existing 
structures commensurate with their financial 
status. 

Many of our hospitals have already com- 
menced extensive additions and many others 
are planning substantial increases in their facili- 
ties, to the extent that Boston is rapidly assum- 
ing leadership as the medical center of the 
world. | 

In 1947, approximately one third of the total 
expenditure for construction was spent on hos- 
pital, religious, and other nontaxable parcels, 
however, inasmuch as this construction causes 
employment for the citizens of Boston and the 
industries therein, the loss of tax dollars to the 
city treasury 1s compensated to some extent. 

The Building Department has also been active 
in removing unsafe, dangerous and dilapidated 
buildings throughout the city. In 1947, two 
hundred and forty-nine of these old structures 
were removed, creating more healthy and sightly 
conditions. 

The Egress Division of the Building Depart- 
ment has been extremely active this year as in 
the past, to the extent that more than 45,000 
inspections have been made throughout the 
city, necessitated by revisions of chapter 148 of 
the General Laws. More than 90 per cent of 
the homes for aged are now equipped with 
sprinkler systems and reasonably adequate egress 
facilities. The lodginghouse keepers have co- 
operated to some extent and have improved 
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egress conditions in their establishments, how- 
ever, much work remains to be done in this field. 

Many of the older office and mercantile build- 
ings located mainly in downtown Boston have 
shown signs of deterioration. Seepage of mois- 
ture through masonry has caused rust to form 
on the steel frame, thereby constituting an ex- 
tremely hazardous condition. Extreme vigi- 
lance is required of men in the Construction 
Division to detect these conditions inasmuch as 
many times cracks are not readily apparent. In 
the coming year the department will conduct a 
survey of the older structures with a view to 
determining the extent of this serious condition. 


1948. Proposed 
Construction. 
U.S. Government, administration buildings, $30,000,000 
American Sugar Refining Company 25,000,000 
John Hancock building and housing 23,000,000 
Jordan Marsh Company, store 20,000,000 
Revere Sugar Refinery 15,000,000 
Veterans’ hospital : : F y . 15,000,000 
Archdiocesan projects — hospitals, schools, 
churches : ; , 12,000,000 
U.S. Post Office, Copley square 12,000,000 
New England Telephone Company 12,000,000 
Massachusetts General Hospital 12,000,000 
Children’s Hospital : : i . 10,000,000 
Boston Housing Authority, multiple and 
individual : ; ; . 10,000,000 
Boston College High School 6,000,000 
Boston University . . : : : : 5,500,000 
Boston City Hospital — surgical building, 
nurses’ home . : : 3 ; 5,000,000 
Beth Israel Hospital . 5,000,000 
Ford Hotel . : 5,000,000 
Museum of Natural History 3,000,000 
Jordan Marsh Company, garage 3,000,000 
R. H. White Company 3,000,000 
Pratt Diagnostic Center . 2,500,000 
Lahey Clinic, Parker Hill 2,000,000 
Tufts College 2,000,000 
Sunshine Biscuit Company 1,150,000 
Westinghouse Electric Company 1,000,000 
Hospital, American Legion Highway. 1,000,000 
Hebrew Home for Aged, Queen street . 600,000 
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1948. | 
Proposed 

Construction. 

Woolworth Company 4h toils bet) UR $500,000 
Chestnut Hill avenue, stores .  .. : 300,000 
Sidlaw road, synagogue . ; ; 300,000 
Printing plant, Soldiers Field road ; 300,000 
Metropolitan Transit Authority, offices : 175,000 
197 Clarendon Street, Inc. : 160,000 
Bragdon Street Garage cach ek ld Otis gee 155,000 
1370 Boylston street, stores. 4 i 150,000 
Shattuck street, hospital. .  . ,; 125,000 
Ota! ae ert er et Fe a 246 165,000 


December 31, 1947. 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT — In the first eleven 
months of 1947 more documents have been filed 
or recorded than during any other full year in 
the history of the department. 

Compared with 1946, the number of docu- 
ments received for recording in the Mortgage 
Division has increased by 24 per cent. At the 
close of the current year it is estimated that 
this division will have received 3,300 more 
documents to be recorded, exclusive of veterans’ 
discharges, than were recorded in the previous 
year; and that the total receipts for the whole 
department will have increased by 42 per cent 
over 1946. 

The extraordinary increase in the work of this 
department has made it necessary to continue 
to employ overtime assistance. Through this 
means it has been possible to keep somewhat 
abreast of the sharp increase in the work of the 
department. 

In general, 1947 has been the busiest year in 
the history of this department with regard to the 
activities of the Mortgage Division and the other 
manifold activities of this unit of the city gov- 
ernment. 


CITY PLANNING BOARD —A condensed sum- 
mary of the accomplishments of the City Planning 
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Board for the year ending December 31, 1947, 
is grouped under the following headings: 

Traffic: In October, a ‘Report on a Union 
Motor Truck Terminal for Boston”? was pub- 
lished, setting forth the need and desirability 
of developing one or more truck terminals as 
a means of eliminating one of the factors 
contributing to the city’s intolerable traffic con- 
gestion. Legislation providing for the estab- 
lishment of these terminals has been submitted 
for action at the next legislative session. 

Concerning the Sullivan Square traffic bottle- 
neck, a plan proposing a very much enlarged 
rotary traffic movement on the surface, com- 
bined with an underpass from Rutherford 
avenue, under the Mystic branch of the Boston 
& Maine Railroad to Alford street, was sub- 
mitted to the Public Works Department. It is 
understood that this plan has so far met with 
approval and that there is a good possibility 
of obtaining federal funds for the building of 
the project, under the Urban Highway Act of 
1944. Present estimates of the cost run to 
$2,700,000, involving only about $400,000 in 
land-taking. 

A plan was submitted to the Traffic Commis- 
sion proposing a rotary traffic treatment of the 
Chestnut Hill avenue-Commonwealth avenue 
intersection. Study plans are in process for the 
development of a plan for the improvement of 
the layout of Commonwealth avenue, from 
Brighton avenue to Lake street. 

A plan was submitted to your Honor recom- 
mending the extension of Belgrade avenue, from 
South street to Washington street, in Roslindale. 
The extension would cost about $250,000, includ- 
ing $128,000 for land damage. It is understood 
that it can be financed in part with the aid of 
State, Chapter 90, funds. 

Plans are in process seeking to relieve the 
trafic congestion on Huntington avenue, by 
means of diverting traffic over a new route from 


ANNUAL ADDRESS OF Mayor CURLEY. 39 


the overpass at the Riverway to the right of 
Huntington avenue, via Roxbury Crossing, to 
Columbus avenue and Tremont street. 


Recreation: A short report and sketch plan 
was submitted to the George Robert White 
Fund Trustees, showing a proposed layout of an 
open air swimming pool to be built on the 
Ensign John J. Doherty Playground in Charles- 
town. 


A report was submitted to your Honor con- 
taining conclusions with regard to the need of a 
municipal building in the vicinity of Mattapan 
square, and recommending that no action be 
taken at present in view of the fact that there 
are other more congested areas which are not 
now served by a municipal building. 


In cooperation with the Park Department, a 
site was picked for the location of a municipal 
building adjacent to the branch library on 
Tremont street, in the Mission Hill district. 
Action on the taking of this property is now in | 
process. 

Two sites for small children’s play spaces, 
one in Roxbury and one in Charlestown, were 
investigated and reported to the Park Depart- 
ment. | 


Zoning: In cooperation with the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment, several amendments to the 
Zoning Law were proposed. The amendments 
which have since been submitted by your Honor 
to the 1948 Legislature deal principally with 
liberalizing the present law so as to accommo- 
date more multi-family or garden-type buildings 
and eliminating present restrictive clauses on the 
parking of cars in residential areas. 7 

An amendment requiring off-street loading 
facilities in new buildings was drawn up and a 
preliminary hearing held. In view of lack of 
agreement on the need and nature of such 
requirements, it was decided to avoid hasty 
action and to study the problem further. 
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COLLECTING DEPARTMENT — The following is 
a report for 1947: 


1947, Commitment. )45., A “< $73,046,605.00 
Per cent collected ; : ; 91.397 


Collections are 2 per cent higher than last 
year’s record collections, which at that time 
established a new high for tax collections in the 
City of Boston. 

Outstanding taxes of $17,431,437.48 of Jan- 
uary 1, 1946, have been reduced to $11,811,- 
683.62 at the present time. 

In the past two years, therefore, the out- 
standing taxes have been reduced 33 per cent. 
It is sincerely hoped, and not without some 
assurance, due to our past experience, further 
substantial reductions will be made in this 
account. 

At the present time the staff includes 90 
employees, compared to 98 on January 1, 1947, 
In the past there have always been over 100 
employees, and as high as 110 in 1939. There- 
ao a budget for 1948 will be probably less than 
1947. 

No permanent employees have been added in 
two years, and with the improvement in use of 
the key punch accounting system no likelihood 
of increasing the permanent staff is contemplated. 
The use of temporary employees when needed 
tends to stabilize the work of the department. 


1947 Total Collections to date . $109,927,909.31 
1946 Total Collections . ; . 100,279,661.22 


Increase in Collections .. $9 648,248.09 
\ 


The taxpaying public have been accorded 
friendly and helpful service, and this office is 
pleased to report that there are no delays due 
to waiting in line to pay taxes, and in numerous 
instances the staff has been complimented by 
citizens on the treatment they have received. 
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This is especially pleasant to this department 
which deals with a sensitive nerve, the public’s 
pocketbook. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS — 
In accordance with the report submitted 
on January 2, 1947, the changes recom- 
mended therein were put into effect, and the 
Department of Public Celebrations benefited 
accordingly. 

We have found that in the past year it has 
been possible to participate in approximately 
40 celebrations without utilizing aid of out- 
side agencies. In doing this, we have, con- 
sequently, been able to effect the saving of 
money which previously had been paid to 
outside agencies for their aid in celebrations. 
This has been done without impairing the 
purpose of these historical exercises. 

At the beginning of the calendar year, the 
Department -of Public Celebrations put in 
their request for funds to cover both public 
celebrations and conventions and distinguished 
guests. The amount of money allowed by 
the Mayor in these instances was, respectively, 
$90,000 and $44,650. 

The members of the Boston City Council 
saw fit at the beginning of the year to reduce the 
Public Celebrations budget by $15,000. How- 
ever, as the year progressed, it became apparent 
that that money would be needed, and so the 
$15,000 was restored to the budget. 

In conducting those exercises, which are 
recurrent, this department was able to effect 
a saving on purely historical or traditional 
exercises. However, the over-all expenses for 
Evacuation Day, Memorial Day, Bunker Hill 
Day, and Independence Day were greater than 
anticipated. These facts being so, it is appar- 
ent that in the forthcoming year it will be 
necessary to modify, in some degree, the method 
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of handling these occasions, in order that this 
department be able to keep within the bud- 
getary limitations which we have set for 1948 
for Public Celebrations. 

During the year 1947, the City of Boston 
gave aid to several conventions which were 
held here, the main two of which were: the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars State Convention 
and the American Legion State Convention. 

As was the case last year in the matter of 
conventions and distinguished guests, we shall 
once again turn back into the city a large sum 
of unexpended money. However, I do not 
consider it advisable to cut down the 1948 
estimated budget by this amount of money, 
since the matter of conventions and distin- 
guished guests is a variable item and we must 
be prepared to meet any situation which may 
arise. 

We have, in accordance with the Mayor’s 
letter of October 28, 1947, cut down our esti- 
mated budget for the calendar year 1948 10 
per cent, as compared to the estimated budget 
of 1947, and we are firmly of the opinion that 
it will be possible to stay within these budgetary 
limitations. 

In closing, your Honor will find, in a supple- 
ment to this report, a complete listing of those 
recurring celebrations in which it is necessary 
for this department to expend money during 
the calendar year of 1948. It is felt that, in 
view of the rising costs of producing public 
celebrations, and in view of this and rising 
prices in connection with entertainment of 
distinguished guests, it will be necessary to 
plan such budgetary requirements for this 
department. 

This department has already started the 
planning of occasions which will be observed 
during the coming year, and it is sincerely 
hoped that at the end of the calendar year 
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1948 we shall be able to report that we have 
rendered efficient service to the City of Boston 
at a minimum amount of expense. 


CITY OF BOSTON AND COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 
BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1948. 
GENERAL ITEM. 
Department No. 57. 
Department — Conventions and Distinguished Guests. 





1946 1947 1948 
Expenditure. Appropriation. Department Allowed 
Estimate. by 
. Mayor. 
$38,940.14 $44,650 $40,000 
DETAILED EXPLANATION OF USE CONTEMPLATED 
FOR Tuts APPROPRIATION. 
Salaries, Assistant Director and Clerk................. $10,500 
Luncheon to National Commander American Legion...... 400 
Luncheon to National Commander Veterans of Foreign 
WATS cee ene MM Er Seat. ee cae WK aealane se vom ere 400 
Luncheon to National Commander Jewish War Veterans.. . 200 
Luncheon to National Commander Disabled World War 
IW OLEDAINS ol dag ir RRR et RECA Cooke hse Bien « 100 
Luncheon to National Commander Marine Corps League. . 200 
Luncheon to National Commander 40 and8.............. 200 - 
Luncheon to National Commander United Spanish War 
WELETAlinwerL Geren ewer ets BU acoteeh eee phil) sk tie es 200 
Luncheon to National Commander United American 
Veterans Women’s Auxiliaries.............c.0 cc ceeee 100 
Luncheon to National President American Legion........ 200 
Luncheon to National President Veterans of Foreign Wars. 200 
Anticipated conventions coming to Boston and those 
TOOK OM So rk eee ree re, Fa te, tees Po ae 22,300 
Advertising for conventions, signs, etc...............000 1,000 


Covering anticipated expenditures for entertaining guests. . 4,000 
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CITY OF BOSTON AND COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 
BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1948. 
GENERAL ITEM. 
Department No. 60. 
Department — Public Celebrations. 








1946 1947 1948 
Expenditure. Appropriation. Department Allowed 
Estimate. by 
Mayor. 
$87,713.75 $90,000 $80,985 


———- ee 


DETAILED EXPLANATION OF UsE CONTEMPLATED 
FOR THis APPROPRIATION. 





Salaries Directorsand. @lerk, j4.... bene: a eee $10,800 
February 15 Maine Memorial’ .tece a oe 160 
February 15 Washington-Lincoln................ 150 
March 17 Evacuation Day. shee. ole 5,000 
April Bataan Dayo sta oe ee ne 200 
April 19 Patriots Dayone ee eee 1,000 
May 1 May DavicGade le Seat ee 25 
May Mother's Day. eee meee 250 
May I Am an American Day..... 150 
May 30 Meniorial Day.) Sr. 6 ee eee 11,000 
May Memorial Day Field Mass.......... 300 
June Ancient and Honorable Parade..... . 50 
June High School Boys’ Parade.......... 50 
June Maritime Day 7s ei 7 aan 250 
June Firemen’s Memorial Services........ 300 
June 14 Flag Day Celebrations....... 500 
June 17 Bunker Hill Day 7.270 eee 9,000 
July 4 Independence Day................. 31,000 
John Pani Jlones:Dayeu seen 100 

September Labor Day ii a are ee eee 2,000 
September Commodore Jack Barry Day........ 100 
October 12 Columbus Daye se. fe setae eee 2,000 
November 11 Armistice Day. 7) eee 1,100 
December 24-25 Christmas Day Celebration......... 1,500 
Memorial Exercises — Dedications... . 4,000 

LOtal Hetinigtess ete tae: $80,985 














ARTMENT OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS — 
The highlights of the work of the Department of 
School Buildings were the replacing of twelve 
boilers, each of an average age of over forty 
years, with new boilers in six buildings; also the 
alterations to five buildings, so that the archi- 
tectural arrangement would be in compliance 
with the provisions of Statute Law, chapter 143 
as enforced by the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Safety. 
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The alterations required to comply with the 
Public Safety regulations were of a major charac- 
ter, and cost approximately $147,555. The work 
was performed in Richard Olney, William Howard 
Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, James A. McDonald, 
and the Polk Street Schools. The boilers were 
installed in the Oliver Wendell Holmes, Thomas 
Gardner, John Marshall, William Bradford, and 
the Bigelow School buildings, together with the 
Rice School. The approximate cost of this work 
was $81,500. 

A major installation of considerable magnitude 
occurred in the John Marshall School at a cost 
of approximately $101,000. The work problem 
eliminated a structural hazard caused by the 
deterioration and corrosion of the structural and 
the reinforced steel of the entrance promenade 
forming the ceiling of the boiler room. It was 
necessary to remove the entire structure over 
the boiler room and construct new exterior walls 
and entrances. The entire boiler room was re- 
arranged and enlarged to accommodate the 
installation of the new boilers, thereby elimin- 
ating an unsatisfactory condition that for years 
prevented the proper heating of the building. 

Very satisfactory results have been obtained 
with the completion of this work, and the entire 
plant is now in operation, providing the necessary 
heat for each and every classroom of the building. 
Also of major importance was the elimination 
of the structural hazard in the John Greenleaf 
Whittier School where walls, particularly parapet 
walls more than 8 inches out of plumb, were 
rebuilt, properly flashed, and capped. ‘This work 
caused an expenditure of approximately $10,000. 

Departing from the standard practice of 
many years’ standing of using buff and brown 
colors, the department instituted a plan whereby 
the scientific use of spectrum colors in their 
various combinations and shade blendings based 
on building orientation were used. ‘The use of 
these colors has been favorably accepted; they 
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have proven very satisfactory to the personnel 
and school pupils and have created an environ- 
ment which is very favorably commented upon 
by the teachers and pupils alike. Buildings 
painted during the year were the George T. 
Angell School, Hyde School, Julia Ward Howe 
School, John Cheverus School, James A. McDon- 
ald School, Prescott School, Choate Burnham 
School, Michelangelo School, and the James P. 
Timilty School. The cost of painting these 
schools was approximately $37,000. 

Other major activities of the department 
during 1947 included the placing of asphalt 
surfaces in the yards of 17 school buildings, and 
the erection of new chain link fences enclosing 
the yards of 13 school buildings. Landscaping 
of a minor nature was performed at 9 school sites. 
Waterproofing by the method of raking and 
pointing was accomplished at the following 
schools: the Hugh O’Brien, Roslindale High, 
Dwight, Martin Milmore, and the High School 
of Practical Arts. 

Major roofing work was performed at the 
Longfellow School and the Mary Lyon School. 

Considered by members of this department to 
have special significance is the fact that Mr. 
Charles J. Fox, City Auditor, saw fit to use the 
schedule of wage rates and allowances used by 


the Department of School Buildings for all de- 


partments of the city government. 


Contemplated Accomplishments for 1948. 


Economic practices in effect during the past 
decade or more have been such that the physical 
and mechanical plant of the school building as a 
whole, in many instances, has been below 
standard. Heating plants are deficient in many 
instances as to design and equipment, and are 
extremely expensive to operate, also do not 
adequately provide the heat required, and should 
be modernized. Likewise, sanitary systems pro- 
viding the utilizing of toilet, bathing in the form 
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of shower baths, and washing facilities are wholly 
inadequate as compared to modern standards, 
and it is hoped that money will be made available 
to correct such conditions. 

The continuing of alterations to make the 
architectural arrangement of buildings so as to 
be in compliance with the Public Safety Law is 
mandatory, and is progressive, and for many 
years will require a large amount of money 
annually for this work. 

As a great many of our school buildings are so 
constructed that they are rapidly becoming 
deteriorated by the admission of rain water 
through exterior walls, causing interior as well as 
exterior damage, it should be understood that 
unless sufficient funds are provided to correct 
such conditions the physical plant will continue ~ 
in its present condition, and the problem of 
maintaining such will eventually prove to be 
insurmountable. 


DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ SERVICES — 
Since the reorganization of the City of Boston 
Veterans’ Center as of January 1, 1947, to that 
of the Department of Veterans’ Services, I sub- 
mit the enclosed informative and _ statistical 
report of the many and varied services rendered 
to the veterans of Boston, and in some instances 
Greater Boston, from January 1, 1947, through 
December 31, 1947. There have been 59,062 
individual services processed through this 
division. 

The division has endeavored to be a bureau 
of information and a source of advice and 
counsel in solving the many problems confront- 
ing the veteran in adjusting himself to civilian 
life. I am presenting to you the following 
facts regarding the functioning of the Veterans’ 
Service Division, established to furnish such 
information, advice, and assistance necessary to 
veterans to enable them to procure the benefits 
to which they may be entitled relative to em- 
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ployment, housing, vocational guidance, and 
other educational opportunities, hospitalization, 
medical care, pension, and other benefits. 

Some of the most serious problems that have 
oresented themselves are the matters of securing 
permanent employment and adequate housing. 
The division has been an inexhaustible source of 
help to thousands of veterans. Our counselors 
have extended unlimited time and energy in 
directing the veterans along avenues of whole- 
some growth and stimulating their hopes and 
ambitions. A sincere effort has been made to 
place the veteran in permanent employment. 
Invaluable service has been rendered by the 


housing division in securing homes and apart- 


ments where the veteran might establish his 
family. 

Our counselors are all veterans and are familiar | 
with the problems that confront the newly dis- 
charged men. They have taken an active, 
personal interest in their affairs and given in- 
valuable assistance in adjusting service con- 
nected claims, making appeals for review of dis- 
charges, executing and filing terminal leave pay 
forms, writing letters of all kinds pertaining to 
veteran benefits, including G.I. loans, insurance 
readjustment allowances, and advice on many 
problems of a personal and domestic nature. 
Many veterans who were not entitled to certain 
benefits under the Department of Veterans’ 
Services have been assisted through personal 
appeal to the organizations established for that 
purpose. 

Various government and city agencies have 
been very cooperative in helping us to adjust 
veteran problems, and it has been most grati- 
fying to hear the many expressions of appre- 
ciation from men and women who have been 
assisted. 


ELECTION COMMISSIONERS — In 1947 voting 


machines were used in all precincts of the first 
four wards of the city, and the results were most 
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satisfactory. The Board anticipates that the 
over-all mechanization of the city will result in 
a savings of approximately $22,486 at each 
function. (At state functions a saving of ap- 
proximately $5,000 on the printing of ballots 
will inure to the state, while at municipal elections 
the city will be the beneficiary of this saving.) 

We anticipate that this saving will be made 
possible by the reduction of the number of pre- 
cincts in the city from 362 to 250, and the 
economies to be effected may be estimated as 
follows: 


i 0OmN—Sa—a—na—mn—s 





362 250 

Precincts. | Precincts. 
hot) Stipe ye ee ee “Eee ee 
Rental of private building.......:......-.- $3,025 $800 
TTT SL COSS Paes Binedla eee et eke Nites 3,380 2,100 
Eleation officers’ “wa 2es tec ceo ese e's 25,27 17,500 
Rental of booth locations......... ae t. 545 None 
Electricity for booths... 0.0. nese eee es 58 None 
Heating fer booths: .. sja.2 5 6s avd e+ oleey- 1D None 
To stat AADDLORS 4 ws oc Se Ll. Led mh BEC S e 8 bee 1,800 None 
Sbgi Cl cgiltect heath hee eee Ue, awe be) pr gee rng 690 * $630 
Upkeep of ballot-boxes...........---++++5: 200 None 
Supplies for polling places..............---- 375 $100 
Special containers for ballots at primaries. . . 150 None 
Blectricity in schools... 4.72%. =.= 6-2 sa 425 $300 
Printing of ballots, grt: <f.G biases: aa 4s4:' 6,500 7 1,500 


Ce a ae 








$42,498 $22,930 
———— ee —eeee—Ssha—h—' 


* This amount might be eliminated if the city were successful in obtaining legis- 
lation which would do away with the necessity of sending a ballot-box to every 
precinct regardless of the use of machines. 

+ To inure to either the city or state, depending on nature of function. 


This shows a saving of $19,568 at each function, 
to which must be added $2,918, the amount 
already cut from our expenses in the first four 
wards due to installation of machines, making 
a total of $22,486. In a state election year 
this would be doubled ($44,972), and in a presi- 
dential year it would be tripled ($67,458). It 
must also be borne in mind that an additional 
saving would be made at a presidential election, 
since the necessity of hiring two extra counters 
for each precinct at $6 each would be eliminated. 
Possibly the greatest boon to be gained by the 
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installation of machines would be the speedy 
and accurate returns obtained. Also, because 
of the shorter hours of work involved, it should 
be possible to obtain a higher type of election 
officer. We must also consider the saving in 
man hours in the Police Department, where 
officers are now on duty at polling places for 
long hours and in this office at recounts. In 
this connection may we point out that machines 
would also result in a saving of man hours to 
this office, since our assistant registrars would 
be able to proceed with regular office work 
during the time now consumed by recounts. 

It is gratifying to see Boston embarked on 
this program which, at its completion, will place 
the city on an equal footing with the other large 
cities of the country. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT—It is no exaggeration to— 


state that the year 1947 has been one of the most 
notable years in the entire history of the depart- 
ment, due to radical changes in the administra- 
tive setup of the department. In the first place, 
the advent of the 48-hour work week for the 
uniformed force, which became effective Feb- 
ruary 4, 1947, necessitated a complete reorganiza- 
tion as well asa considerable reassignment of the 
department’s personnel. Whereas the former 
work week for the uniformed force consisted of 
84 hours, the requirements of the new law 
restricted the work week to an average of not 
more than 48 hours. ' 

It was my conservative estimate that a 
minimum of 750 new men, together with the 
necessary promotions in the various officer grades, 
would be needed to operate the department on 
an efficient basis and maintain standards in 
conformance with the underwriters’ requirements. 
Shortly after the first of January, 1947, the 
department proceeded to induct 500 new men, 
the number authorized by your Honor. Inas- 
much as the Civil Service Commission was unable 
to furnish a certified list of appointees for proba- 
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tionary appointments, it became necessary for 
the department to induct 500 provisional firemen 
and process them through the medical and 
physical tests set up by our own organization 
with the assistance of the Health Department of 
the city. It was not until the end of February 
that the processing period was finished. 

Under the severe handicap of winter condi- 
tions outdoor drill schools had to be established. 
In order to accelerate the period of training, a 
work week of 68 hours was established for all 
provisional firemen. With the approval of your 
Honor an additional 100 provisional firemen 
were added to the department strength early in 
July, 1947. Every measure possible has been 
taken to train all provisional firemen in their 
respective duties. Instruction in all phases of 
fire fighting, with emphasis on the use of water 
fog and foam, were made available, not only to 
the provisional members, but. to the permanent 
personnel of the department, through the Fire- 
Fighting School established in South Boston by 
means of the facilities placed at our disposal by 
the United States Navy. 

As this report is being written, the Civil 
Service Commission of the Commonwealth has 
forwarded a certified list of names for permanent 
appointment to the department, which will 
necessitate the dropping of approximately 385 
provisional men. Fortunately a large percent- 
age of these men have qualified for permanent 
appointment and are on the present certified 
list. However, as a result of a checking of the 
list, it appears that the department will be 
compelled to induct approximately 150 new men 
at this time and, furthermore, be compelled to 
conduct drill schools again this year under the 
handicaps of winter conditions. It is my opinion 
that the personnel of the fire-fighting force cannot 
be properly stabilized until well along into 1948. 
Furthermore, the department will lose the benefit 
of the additional 20 work hours per week given 
to the department by provisional men, inas- 
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much as all members on probation will be 
entitled to the provisions of the 48-hour work 
week. This reduction in working hours alone is 
equivalent to the loss of 162 men in the fire- 
fighting force. 

With respect to equipment and renovations 
and alterations in old fire stations, a much 
brighter picture can be presented. During 1946 
the sum of $300,000 was appropriated for much» 
needed extensive repairs and alterations in old 
fire stations. This money was allocated to seven 
fire houses as listed below, and with the exception 
of Engine 33’s house the work is all but completed. 


Cost of 
Fire Station. Alterations. Contractor. 


Engines rie. 5 $27, SGG100 a5. as M. Solimando 

Engine 22....... 45,761.22......J.S. Kelliher Company 

Engine 24....... 32,946/405.4 . . . M. Solimando 

Engine 33....... 58,343.46...=.. J. A. Singarella Company 
Engine 14....... 24,608.46... .-.: Rossano Construction Company 
Engine 41....... 26,381.31......3. 8. Kelliher Company . 
Engine 46....... 32,493.97. basa Construction Units, Inc. 


The sum of $450,000 was appropriated for the 
construction of new fire stations. The firm of 
J. A. Singarella and Company was awarded a 
contract in the amount of $122,900 for the con- 
struction of a new fire station at Mt. Vernon and 
River streets, Back Bay. The old building has 
been removed, but on account of foundation 
problems in connection with the abutters there has 
been a delay in the erection of the new station. 

Another contract was awarded to Construc- 
tion Units, Inc., for a new station at the corner 
of Charter and Hanover streets, in the amount 
of $193,602.21, to house Engine 8 and Ladder 1. 
This work is progressing satisfactorily and it is 
anticipated that the building should be com- 
pleted early next April. 

The department is in need of a first-class fire- 
proof construction garage. The present build- 
ing on Wareham street housing the fire alarm 
construction force, in my opinion is structurally 
unsafe and should be condemned. Small car 
maintenance is conducted in a garage leased by 
the city at 172-176 Blue Hill avenue. 
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The main repair shop of the department at 
70 Bristol street is inadequate in construction 
and design to take care of the vast amount of 
repair work necessary in a modern fire depart- 
ment. 

In 1946 your Honor authorized an expendi- 
ture of approximately $550,000 for the purchase 
of new equipment. Delivery of all equipment 
ordered, with the exception of six aerial ladder 
trucks, was made during the early autumn of 
this year. The department has actually re- 
ceived twenty new pumpers, six hose wagons, 
two high pressure hose wagons, three rescue 
companies, three lighting plants, and one trac- 
tor for Tower 2. In addition the city purchased 
two 500-gallon Chevrolet pumps from the War 
Assets Administration, and we have on loan 
from the Navy Department one Seagrave 
1,000-gallon pump and one Seagrave quadruple 
ladder truck. : 

In order to complete the modernization pro- 
gram of the department, your Honor in 1947 
has further allocated the sum of $913,000 towards 
new apparatus and $20,000 for the purchase of 
fire alarm boxes and lockers. Contracts are 
now in the process of being awarded for the 
purchase of twenty pumps, twelve hose wagons, 
one tractor for Tower 1, six 65-foot aerials, and 
four 85-foot aerials. 

A fleet of eighteen small cars have likewise 
been ordered for district and deputy chiefs. 

More than passing reference should be made 
to the modernization of the Marine Division 
of the department. In 1946 your Honor allo- 
cated $300,000 for the purchase of two Navy 
mine-sweepers for reconversion into fireboats. — 
These boats were purchased from the United 
States Maritime Commission, at a cost of 
$25,000 each. A contract in the amount of 
$168,000 was awarded to the General Ship and 
Engine Works, Inc., East Boston, covering the 
cost of reconversion. One of the boats has 
already been delivered and accepted by the city, 
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namely, new Engine 31, and is considered one 
of the most modern and efficient fireboats along 
the entire Atlantic Coast. As a result of your 
Honor’s foresight, when the second ship is 
delivered in February, 1948, Boston will have 
the best equipped fireboat fleet of its size in 
the country. 

Early in 1946 it was my recommendation 
that the City of Boston adopt a modern fire 
prevention code which would greatly strengthen 
the Fire Prevention Division of this depart- 
ment in its efforts to eliminate and reduce fire 
hazards throughout the city. A model fire 
prevention ordinance has now been drafted by 
this department and is being studied by the 
Law Department of the city prior to presenta- 
tion to your Honor for final approval. I trust 
that early consideration will be given to the 
adoption of this ordinance, 4s, through the 
carrying out of its provisions, the city should 
be able to materially reduce the annual fire loss. 

The program instituted by your Honor in 
1946 for the complete modernization of the 
Fire Department should be completed during 1948 
and will place the Boston Fire Department in 
the enviable position of being one of the out- 
standing departments of the country from a 
standpoint of efficiency and capability. 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT —On behalf of the 


citizens of Boston and the personnel of the 
Boston Health Department, 1 wish to extend 
my sincere appreciation for your generous and 
continued support of the activities of the Boston 
Health Department. 

Although the City of Boston has a population 
of less than 1,000,000, the facilities of the city 
are used, daily, by over 2,000,000 people who 
must rely upon the health protection afforded 
by the Boston Health Department. The excel- 
lent record which was attained in 1947, and 
which we anticipate again in 1948, is due in no 
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small part to the wholehearted cooperation of 
your Honor and the city administration. 


During the past year, the Health Department 
has been pursuing a large volume of activities. 
Boston enjoyed during the year, statistically, a 
record of exceptionally good health, with a total 
number of births equal to an all-time record. 
In this respect, it is particularly satisfying to 
know that the few maternal deaths during the 
year reflect the greatest credit on the physicians 
of Boston and the extensive hospital facilities 
for the care of new mothers. This extremely 
low maternal mortality rate is an outstanding 
accomplishment, and is exceeded by no large 
city in the nation. 

In addition to increased routine activity in 
the well child conferences, due to a larger enroll- 
ment in the clinics, a program for diphtheria 
immunization was conducted throughout the 
city, in which 81,265 children received protective 
treatment. ‘The efficacy of this program is shown 
by the decrease in deaths reported during 1947 
from diphtheria. | 

The tuberculosis mass chest X-ray program 
operated during the year with the result that 
almost 50,000 people received X rays in indus- 
trial and community surveys. An additional 
6,000 persons received X rays at the regular 
Health Department clinics. 

The Bacteriological Laboratory of the depart- 
ment completed 206,608 microscopic, cultural, 
and serological tests on over 103,304 specimens 
submitted, during the year, by private physi- 
cians, clinics, private hospitals, and city 
institutions. | 

In spite of labor difficulties in the milk: 
industry, supervision was maintained, with the 
result that there was no lack of a continuous 
milk supply for the citizens of Boston, and the 
quality of milk and cream was maintained at 
its usual high level. 

During the coming year of 1948, the 
Boston Health Department will cooperate to 
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the fullest extent with the municipal govern- 
ment in its efforts to maintain an efficient but 
economical administration. A revision of all 
licenses granted by the Boston Health Depart- 
ment is being made with a view to obtaining 
additional revenues. 

In November of 1948, the City of Boston will 
be host to almost 4,000 public health workers 
from all over the Americas, when the American 
Public Health Association’s 76th Annual Con- 
vention convenes in Boston. The choice of 
Boston as the convention city is particularly 
appropriate, since Dr. Charles F. Wilinsky, 
Deputy Commissioner of Child Hygiene in the 
Health Units, is president-elect of the associa- 
tion, and will take office during the convention. 


I wish to mention a few of the many programs 
planned for the coming year. A city-wide case 
finding program for tuberculosis 1s anticipated 
for the fall of 1948, and the department is enlist- 
ing the cooperation of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, the United States Public Health Service, 
the Massachusetts Tuberculosis Association, and 
the Boston Tuberculosis Association. There is 
every reason to believe that this extensive case 
finding program will result in a further reduction 
in the incidence of tuberculosis. 

The Dental Division is instituting a program 
for the control of dental decay in children’s 
teeth through the topical application of sodium 
fluoride solution. This program is being ex- 
tended to the various George Robert White 
Health Units in the city, and there is every 
reason to believe that the widespread use of this 
newer chemical will prevent many of the dental 
defects which occur, repeatedly, among children 
in the City of Boston. | 
_ In recent years, much has been accomplished 
in various sections of the country by the use of 
airplane spraying of mosquito breeding places, 
and the Boston Health Department is planning 
a cooperative campaign with the State Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, in conjunction with con- 
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tiguous cities and towns, whereby it is anticipated 
that much of the mosquito nuisance will be 
abated during the year of 1948. 

The Division of Housing and Sanitation of the 
Boston Health Department is to continue a 
more aggressive campaign for eliminating insani- 
tary conditions and for the improvement of the 
general appearance of the city by more aggressive 
action to those who are careless in the disposi- 
tion of refuse and other material which causes 
unsightliness. 

The Boston Health Department is aware that 
Boston is a center for innumerable conventions 
and is host to innumerable employees of indus- 
trial concerns. In this respect, the Boston 
Health Department has the responsibility of 
ascertaining that clean, wholesome food is avail- 
able, and in cooperation with the Restaurant 
Association, the Hotel Association, and other 
interested purveyors of food, the Boston Health 
Department is pursuing an aggressive campaign 
to have clean, wholesome food and sanitary 
eating establishments. 


Boston Health Department. 

Statistical Estimates for the Calendar Year 
1947, with Final Figures for Three Pre- 
ceding Calendar Years. 

NOT ALLOCATED.—ESTIMATES. 


| 1947. | 1946. | 1945. | 1944. 
copay) Bel rey ek a ee 


ErveubiTtns. semen co aren usin tncents a tas +» 24,500 o> LoL 17,432 18,029 
Whtals G6Aths epee eh ua es ein oe re ee ae 11,360 11,260 11,394 11,443 
Total deaths (under 1 year)........---+++- 1,040 931 751 778 
Degenerative Diseases ({LIGRUNS) eee es 4,650 4,805 4,991 5,022 


(Heart, Kidneys, Arteries, etc.) 
Total Deaths (Miscellaneous): 


Win rihnsis ©eeen, POUL Ce) so Shiite det: = |< 1,710 1,723 1,698 1,694 
Mia bees MelUtUss eta nesses ccm es kh eae 350 332 347 351 
Diarrhea and enteritis (under 2 years).... 105 86 39 49 
Bronchopneumonia ......--++++eeee ree 350 336 foul 440 
Puerperal diseases.....-...-0eeeeeeeeres 25 25 24 23 
Reportable Diseases (Deaths): 

Anterior poliomyelitis..........--++++++: 6 8 14 6 
Diphtheria. . #, fi .% 5 tee keene cee ee: 8 22 4 3 
Epidemic meningitis..........---++++++> 8 4 10 39 
THA at ee | i A ee re rier cree 9 20 Tt 23 
Wieasles. dao tyehet 2th o2e 9 oes se ees 2 2 2 

Lobar pneumonia........--+-+2++s+e08 175 203 229 282 
Ginanlat Ter er.. . tose tees tb ohne re i 8 0 0 1 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary......----+++++: 426 436 464 420 
Typhoid fever. ... {i2.25 255) -3) eae ee: 1 0 1 0 
Whooping cough.........-.+-+eeeeeeees > 5 4 6 


————————— nee 
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HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT — When your Honor 
returned to City Hall in January, 1946, many 
repairs and improvements were urgently needed 
at the Boston City Hospital. We are pleased 
to report that the following work and improve- 
ments were done during the year 1947: 


1. The present X-Ray Department had out- 
grown the space which was allotted to it. During 
1947, $160,947 was spent to build a much needed 
addition. 

2. New feed pumps were installed in the 
boiler room. These pumps were urgently needed. 

3. Metal windows and balconies on various 
buildings were repaired at a cost of $8,537. 

4. The fire alarm sprinkler system was flushed 
out, repaired, and put in excellent condition, 
at a cost of $4,000. 

9. A new kitchen was built in the South 
Department, at a cost of $86,935. 

6. Complete equipment of new sterilizers 
for the entire hospital, at an expense of $42,000. 

7. Painting of wards, corridors in many 
buildings. This work is now in process, $83,679. 

5. Furnishing new tiles in service rooms in 
the wards of the hospital, $31,500. 

J. Painting Wards D and O, $2,365. 

10. Painting and repairing nurses’ homes, 
$48,910. 

11. New sterilizers installed in Dowling Build- 
ing, $3,691. 

12. New sterilizers in the milk laboratory, 
$4,000 

13. Plans are in preparation for a new nurses’ 
home, to cost approximately $1,000,000. 

14. Plans are in preparation for a new ward 
building, to cost approximately $5,000,000. 

15. New ambulances, trucks, and motor 
vehicles were purchased during the year 1947, 

16. Increase in number of subsidiary help, 
guaranteeing better care of patients. 

17. Money made available to pay pupil 
nurses a salary of $25 a month. 
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18. New nurses’ library opened, at a cost of 
$12,000. 

19. Additional money made available in order 
to employ more nurses at the hospital, also to 
increase their salaries. 


We are also happy to report the following 
improvements at the Sanatorium Division dur- 
ing 1947: 

1. Ward E, which was formerly used for 
convalescent patients, has been converted into 
a ward for the care of sick patients; that 1s, bed 
patients. This will accommodate 48 patients. 
This work is now all complete and will be of 
creat assistance in caring for those sick with 
pulmonary tuberculosis. 

2. During the past year, the operating room 
on G-4 has been remodeled and is now open for 
general surgery. 

3. Great progress has been made in surgery 
of the chest during the past few years, and with 
our new operating unit and the 14 beds, which 
have been made available as part of the unit, 
we will be able to cure many pulmonary con- 
ditions that were formerly considered hopeless. 

4. During the past year, the kitchens, dining 
rooms, and the wards have been painted. ‘The 
roofs have been repaired and the physical plant 
has been put in very excellent condition. 

The hospital is very rapidly putting its physi- 
cal plant into condition and, when the present 
work that is now in process has been completed, 
the hospital will be in fairly good condition. 
I believe that within the next two years the 
physical plant may be put into absolutely perfect 
condition. 


INSTITUTIONS DEPARTMENT — The Insti- 
tutions Department of the City of Boston 
consists of the Long Island Hospital for the 
chronic sick, the Long Island Infirmary for 
the indigent, the Child Welfare Division, and 
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the Registration Division. The largest single 
division of this department is the Long Island 
Hospital, which is devoted to the care of the 
chronic sick. Of all the problems which medical 
science has to face, perhaps the greatest is 
chronic disease. Its effects on the human body 
and mind are most diverse and_ persistent. 
How far can medical science go in eradicating 
or alleviating this problem? To what expense 
should the city go in caring for these sufferers? 
To the first question the answer is that medical 
science has recognized the problem, and ways 
and means are being found to build chronic 
hospitals. The answer to the second question 
your Honor answered when you gave orders to 
the Institutions Commissioner to rebuild the 
Long Island Hospital and to improve the 
present facilities to make certain that chronic 
sufferers would be adequately cared for. It 
was not an encouraging outlook when this 
work was commenced, as deterioration had 
been allowed to happen to a marked degree. 
In 1947 considerable headway was made by: 


1. With the permission of the Mayor, ‘the 
Institutions Department opened negotiations 
with the Boston Fire Commissioner and turned 
over its fire-fighting equipment to the Boston 
Fire Department — that department installing 
a permanent fire station on Long Island with 
its own firemen on a 24-hour basis. The Long 
Island Hospital now has complete fire protection. 

2. All ships serving the island were placed 
under the Institutions Department, where 
formerly one of them was under the Penal 
Institutions Department and not serving that 
department. Ships were immediately placed 
on schedule, and have been kept so. 

3. A new ship was purchased from the govern- 
ment and altered to make the best ship of its 
size in Boston Harbor. This ship reduces the 
running time to Long Island. 
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4. The entire rebuilding of the Front Wharf 
at Long Island, costing $109,000, and repair 
of the Eastern Avenue Wharf, together with 
a new waiting room. 

5. The waterproofing and complete repair 
of the nurses’ home, costing $116,000. 

6. The renovating of the Nichols Building, 
to provide added hospital space, at a cost of 
$25,000. 

7. The building of new roofs and dormer 
windows on nearly all the buildings, at a cost 
of $21,000. | 

8. Reorganization of the kitchen and dining 
rooms, and placing them under the supervision 
of a steward. 

9. New steam and plumbing lines installed. 

10. A G.M.C. bus purchased from the 
government and installed at Long Island. 

11. The installation of a new public address 
system with radio attachment and receivers 
for concerts and entertainment placed in all 
wards. 

12. The changing over of fuel from coal to 
oil in the power plant at a cost of approximately 
$80,000. Reliable estimates are made that 
the city will save $35,000 annually on this 
change-over. 

13. The rebuilding of all the roads with 
penetrated asphalt at a cost of $85,000. 

14. The waterproofing of the children’s hospi- 
tal, so called, and the store and kitchen building. 

15. The relocating and installation of a partial 
new water system. As no blueprints were in 
existence for the water system at Long Island, 
prints were made for future reference. | 

16. The renovation of the burial ground which 
had been sadly neglected. 

17. The motorization of all rolling equipment 
and disposal of the horses. 
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18. The changing over of refrigeration in 
the five walk-in chests in the kitchen from 
ammonia to electric refrigeration at a cost of 
$6,900. 

19. The painting of the church and the 
installation of a new Wurlitzer electric organ. 

20. The alteration of the patients’ main 
dining room and the installation of a modern 
stainless steel cafeteria, where patients may be 
served individually, at a cost of $52,000. 


In 1948 plans have been made, subject to 
your Honor’s approval, to make further improve- 
ments at Long Island by: 

1. Changing over our electric generators 
from direct current to alternating current. The 
unsatisfactory service given by direct current, 
together with the great difficulty we are having 
in obtaining small direct current motors, would 
seem to make this change-over necessary. 

2. The erection of five hospital buildings 
to house at least 300 female patients. In the 
building of this hospital we expect to obtain 
one third of the cost from the Federal Govern- 
ment. This hospital will replace the present 


/women’s hospital which is of third-class wooden 


construction already condemned, partially, by 
the Department of Public Safety. 

3. The erection of a utility building to be 
of first-class construction to house our laundry, 
sewing room, occupational therapy, and other 
services. This building will cost approximately 
$90,000 and will be of a design similar to the 
utility building at the Westboro State Hospital. 

4. The installation of an electric salt-water 
pump on the Front Wharf for fire protection. 
The capacity of this pump is to be 1,000 gallons 
a minute and will be electrically controlled from 
the fire station. 

5. The renovation of the communicable dis- 
eases hospital. This building has been con- 
demned for 10 years and expert advice has been 
sought and given that the walls and foundation 
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are sound and the building easily suitable for 
renovation, at a cost of approximately $50,000. 

6. Negotiations to start to purchase another 
boat from the government to replace the Steamer 
‘““O’Meara,” which we believe has outlived its 
usefulness. We believe this boat can be pur- 
chased at a cost of $20,000 and altered at a cost 
of probably $15,000 more. We think this ad- 
visable inasmuch as the ‘‘O’Meara’”’ cost the 
city over $125,000 in the past five years, and the 
boat is getting older each year. 

7. The following through of proposed legis- 
lation in 1948 to permit old age assistance recip- 
ients to be supported at Long Island. If this 
bill is enacted the revenue to the city will exceed 
$100,000 a year. 

8. The reorganization of the Long Island 
Hospital medical visiting staff. . This staff, which 
has been in existence for a great many years, 
has again signified its interest in the hospital 
and is preparing to cooperate, actively, with the 
department. 

9. Negotiations started with the U.S. Govern- | 
ment for obtaining the site and the buildings 
thereon of Fort Strong which is adjacent to 
Long Island. 

10, The renewal.of the high-pressure steam 
lines in most of the institution, at a cost of 
approximately $18,000. 

11. The renovating of the former barn into 
a paint shop at a cost of approximately $4,500. 

12. The erection of a memorial monument 
and tablet to commemorate the graves of the 
Civil War veterans buried on Long Island at a 
cost of approximately $5,000. 

13. The installation of an elevator in the 
nurses’ home at a cost of $24,000. 

14. The relaying of a new sewer line from the 
nurses’ home to low tide at a cost of $18,000. 

15. The changing over the third floor of the 
Nichols Building from the indigent section to 
hospital wards to accommodate at least 75 more 
male patients, at a cost of $26,000. 
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16. Establishment of an approved school for 
attendant nurses. While in the past there has 
been some agitation to bring the chronic hos- 
pital at Long Island up to the mainland, we 
believe that the ideal spot for a chronic hospital 
such as ours is on Long Island. Today the Long 
Island Hospital holds the nucleus of an expanding 
institution. It has sufficient area for large num- 
bers of low pavilions — very practical in housing 
aged patients, and with plenty of area for them 
to roam on crutches and in wheel chairs. The 
air is excellent, and has the advantage of being 
free from the noises and nuisances of the city. 
It has its own chapel, the entertainment ad- 
vantages are excellent, and the environment is 
beautiful. The aged patient has no complaint, 
and there is no audible agitation against Long 
Island Hospital now being situated where it iS. 


Child Welfare Division. i 
The conditions at the Central Office at City 
Hall, which also includes the Child Welfare 
Division, were entirely inadequate. Employees’ 
desks were jammed together, preventing private 
consultation; the children’s nursery -was not 
sanitary, in a dark corner, with no facilities 
whatever for the medical examination of children. 
The Clothing Department was in such a small 
space that it was impossible to expedite the 
distribution of clothing with any degree of 
accuracy.. The Institutions _Department suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the use of the entire eleventh 
floor by having the cooperation of the depart- 
ments that were using it, and the redecorating 
of nearly half of this floor that had been vacant 
since the removal of the Health Department. 
The Clothing Department was installed in the 
entire rear of this floor and its stock methodically 
stored in steel cabinets and on pipe racks, 
protected with twill covers made in the Occupa- 
tional Therapy Department at Long Island. 
Wooden shelving was replaced by steel shelving 
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salvaged through the city, and stock kept 
separated by sizes. Counters were built and an 
efficient shipping department set up. A room 
has been set apart for the fitting of clothing on 
children, with the necessary degree of privacy. 
The children’s nursery has a_ well-appointed 
bathroom, a nurse’s room with a good stock of 
medicine and equipment, a play room with toys, 
and a small dining room. This makes an ideal 
arrangement. 

The different divisions of the department 
were then adequately segregated on the rest of 
the floor, with rooms apportioned separately for 
social workers, investigators, the Bookkeeping 
Department, the Deputy Commissioner, and the 
Commissioner. 

As this is a department maintained by the 
city almost without income, we have been 
giving close study that revenue be obtained 
through the Social Security grants, and_ to 
require the Commonwealth to pay for services 
rendered by this department that it should pay 
according to the statutes. We have found 
already that the Commonwealth has been 
deliberately withholding payment to the city 
for services rendered by our department to the 
state. In two instances the Commonwealth 
has admitted this, and has made adjustment 
retroactively within the Statute of Limitations. 

This department need not entirely be made 
of debts, and it is my strong conviction that we 
will obtain sizable income with the amendment 
I have filed for a change in the Old Age Assistance 
Act. 

With due modesty I know we have made 
considerable progress, and will make considerable 
more. Promising, your Honor, that in a short 
time the Institutions Department with its di- 
visions will redound to your credit. 


LAW DEPARTMENT — As I reported August 28, 
1946, in connection with the real estate taxes 
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assessed upon the South Station for the years 
1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, and 
1946, which were then outstanding in the amount 
of $3,748,880, exclusive of costs and interest, 
the United States District Court for the District 
of Connecticut authorized the New Haven Trus- 
tees to tender to the city a sum which on October 
31, 1947, amounted to $3,761,316. On October 
31, 1947, the New Haven ‘Trustees paid 
$1,616,844.70 of this sum. Payment of the 
balance of $2,144,471.62 is in accordance with 
the terms of the court, contingent upon the entry 
of the Boston and Providence Railroad into the 
reorganized New Haven corporation. The pay- 
ment of this balance may occur at any time; 
meanwhile the city has a good investment at 
4 per cent interest. 

When the $1,616,844.70 was paid, Henry Long, 
Commissioner of Corporations and ‘Taxation, 
wrote the city: 


‘This in my opinion is an exceptionally 
good settlement and far exceeds that which I 
have been thinking through the years would 
be possible. It bespeaks well for the intelligent 
way in which this matter has been handled by 
the City of Boston and I join with you in 
being gratified by a result which at one time 
seemed to be impossible.”’ 


The Tax Title Division has disposed of 1,227 
cases. Through the disposition of these cases 
there has been brought into the city treasury the 
sum of $477,740.77, and the city has acquired 
absolute title to property having an assessed 
value of $447,000. There have been filed in the 
Land Court petitions to foreclose 377 parcels 
and have foreclosed tax titles on 399 parcels of . 
land. During the year 1947 this division has 
drafted 212 deeds conveying title to 350 parcels 
of land for the use of the Real Estate Com- 
missioners in connection with the sale of property 
acquired by the city through the foreclosure of 
tax titles. 
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Another of the city’s perplexing problems 
arises from actions of tort, suits arising from 
defective ways and other negligent acts. In the 
year 1947 the city was sued in the amount of 
$1,211,550. All these claims were disposed of, 
either by way of trial in court or by way of com- 
promise settlement, for $116,625.41. As of 1947, 
pending claims, other than those above referred 
to, numbered 1,524. During the year 369 claims 
were disapproved; 212 were allowed. The 
amount expended on claims and reimbursements 
for the year amounted to $46,573.27. 

The amount of collections made by the Collec- 
tion Division in the current year is $81,216.47, 
as compared with $48,747.85 for 1946. This 
figure is made up of amounts due the City 
Hospital, School Department, Water, Welfare, 
and other city departments, which accounts have 
been referred to the Law Department for 
collection. 

No more vexatious problem faces the City of 
Boston than that occasioned by thousands of 
appeals addressed to the Appellate Tax Board 
wherein taxpayers seek tax abatements. In this 
field we have labored with extreme care and 
diligence. Our efforts have evoked the following 
statement from Mr. Herman McDonald, Chair- 
man of the Board: 


“Will you please tell Mayor Curley that 
the Law Department has done the best work 
of any before this board. By April 1, 1948, 
we will have completed all outstanding cases 
for the years 1938 through 1948, inclusive, 
and by July 1, 1948, will have finished all 
1944 cases, and by January 1, 1949, will 
have completed over 70 per cent of 1945 and 
1946 cases.” 


The decisions in favor of the city in the 
Eastern Gas and Fuel and E. B. Horn cases 
in the Supreme Court resulted in the dismissal 
of 2 per cent of the pending Boston appeals 
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before the Appellate Tax Board, with an 
estimated saving to the city of $200,000. 

Successful litigation against the Common- 
wealth involving Old Age Assistance and Aid 
to Dependent Children payments will result in 
the city receiving next month $248,000. A 
Supreme Court decision ended a dispute which 
dates back to 1936. 


We are happy to report the acquisition of 
the lease-hold interests of Sargent’s Wharf, 
holders of a 99-year lease at an annual rental 
of $4,000. The purchase of these rights by the 
city for $75,000 represents a savings In excess 
of $3,600,000. 

Our most serious unfinished litigation involves 
the building of the underground garage under 
Boston Common. The issues raised by our 
opponents were heard before Justice Hanify, 
who has reported the case to the Supreme 
Judicial Court of our Commonwealth. Briefs 
are in preparation. It is expected that 
arguments will be heard sometime in February. 
Our optimism runs high; we feel confident 
of success in a matter so vital to the needs of 
civic development. We hopefully look to the 
future for a favorable decision that offers so 
much employment and tends to promote the 
much needed progress for one of America’s 
outstanding cities. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT—tThe outstanding event 


in the Library Department during 1947 was the 
completion of negotiations and the public an- 
nouncement of the magnificent gift of Mr. 
DeFerrari. The trustees of the Boston Public 
Library received from John DeFerrari an in- 
denture trust of $1,000,000. This gift was filled 
with an inspiration of idealism and faith not 
only in the city of his birth, but in the Boston 
Public Library, whose facilities he has used for 
over 60 years. 
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Through the benefice act of his appreciative 
heart he has contributed immeasurably to the 
perpetuity of the infinite blessings of literature. 

The acquisition of knowledge, the zealous 
search for truth, the furthering of science, and 
the development of the three intellectual ele- 
ments of imagination, memory, and reflection 
make the public library, as a public institution, 
indispensable in the life of a great metropolis. 

One of the greatest afflictions visited upon 
mankind is that of ignorance. His munificent 
eift of $1,000,000 will aid beyond measure in 
the battle against this treacherous force. 

Like Mr. DeFerrari, many of our citizens have 
not only found the key to their success within 
the walls of this institution, but have found 
comfort, companionship, and counsel in the 
books it contains. 

It is sincerely hoped that the splendid example 
furnished by John DeFerrari, who began life 
from the most humble beginnings and provided 
a foundation of $3,000,000 for the benefit of 
the people of Boston, may serve as an incentive 
to other individuals even more wealthy than 
John DeFerrari to make like contributions, 
either to education, hospitals, parks, or whatever 
contributes to the well-being and happiness of 
their fellow man, since only by sharing wealth 
is happiness attained. 


LICENSING DIVISION — The following is a report 
for the Licensing Division of the Mayor’s office: 


Anticipated Net Receipt for Licensing Division, 1947 . . $111,807 
Licensing Division for year 1946 . : ; ‘ . ? 101,245 
Estimated net increase over 1946 . : } : : ‘ $10,562 © 
Revenue for the year 1947 (to December 28) __. : . $145,921 
Anticipated additional revenue (to December 31). 3 4,000 
Total ; 4 ‘ . ; : : : > . $149,921 
Per Statute requirement, Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, refunded. ; ; ; , , : j 4 $37,364 
Anticipated refund, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 750 





Total anticipated . ; ; ; : , ; ; $38,114 
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The past two years have been the only periods 
in which this division has totaled over $100,000 
for the City of Boston, and has shown an increase 
of $15,478 in revenue for the same period. 

On November 10, 1947, the following increases 
in licenses went into effect: 








Previous | Present 
Fee. Fee. 
Large, hallay 05°05 c.p% a hangs ool meat> AR $50 $100 
Basketball ‘games: ..¥;Likalseaees 22 ae eae oe 2 5 
Circusic2% Od. SLIP eee ees 300 500 
Wrestling 
(Halls under 12,000 capacity) ©....-...2..4. 30 50 


Also, an ordinance has been presented to the 
Licensing Committee of the City Council, placing 
a licensing fee on pin-ball machines. In the event 
of this ordinance being passed, it should prove 
a substantial increase added to the above re- 
adjustment in licenses. 

We maintain a complete file showing national, 
state, and city ratings on all motion pictures, 
and a similar file for the legitimate shows. ‘This 
has proved to be a valuable guide to us in our 
censoring of various films and shows. 

We are glad to report a far better cooperation 
from the burlesque houses this year, and, while 
they require constant vigilance, it 1s apparent 
that they are trying to carry out your wishes 
in producing decent shows. 

This also applies to the arcades; the photo- 
matics, which are the only ones under our juris- 
diction, show only films censored by this office. 

The fact that we are contacted by other 
cities and towns repeatedly as to action, if any, 
we have taken regarding various plays and films, 
and that we receive commendation from them 
as well as Bostonians, rather implys that our 
manner of censorship in Boston has achieved 
a high standard. 
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OVERSEERS OF PUBLIC WELFARE — Because 
of the increasing cost of all commodities, espe- 
cially those that have to do with food, rent 
and shelter, his Honor the Mayor increased the 
General Relief budgets in the Department of 
Public Welfare in March, 1947, in order to 
more nearly meet the basic needs of persons 
who had to have recourse to this type of relief. 
During the year, also, the State Department of 
Public Welfare increased the budgets of those 
who were receiving aid through the Divisions 
of Aid to Dependent Children and Old Age 
Assistance. Because of these increased grants 
the financial outlay of the City of Boston rose 
greatly during 1947. 

It is interesting to note that during 1946 
the General Relief total expenditures were 
$1,197,114.70. Of this amount, we received 
from other cities and towns 3.9 per cent of the 
money, amounting to $47,054.94. We received 
from the state 21 per cent, or $251,400.38. 
Boston’s share, therefore, in the total expenditure 
for General Relief amounted to 75.1 per cent, a 
total expenditure of $898,689.38. We received 
from the state’s contribution to this amount 
one half of the money in December of 1946. 
However, we are not to receive the other half 
from the state until 1948. For the 11-month 
period in 1947, on General Relief, the per- 
centage stayed at a constant figure equal to 
that of 1946. For these 11 months, however, 
due to the increased grants given to recipients 
of General Relief, a total of $1,441,514.79 was 
spent. The state’s percentage of this cost, 
amounted to $302,718.10. None of this money 
was received during the year 1947, but we do hope 
to get it all refunded to us by the Commonwealth 
in 1948. 

In the Division of Aid to Dependent Children, 
where the contributions for recipients are made 
by both the federal, state, and local governments, 
during the year 1946 a total amount was spent 
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by the department amounting to $2,676,032.54; 
the federal contributions averaged 22 per cent, 
the state’s contributions 33 per cent, and Boston’s 
share 45 per cent. In financial computation, 
this shows $594,584.21 (federal), $882,684.64 
(state), and $1,198,763.69 (City of Boston). 
It is interesting to note that we received all the 
money due from the federal government, with 
the exception of the contributions for November 
and December during the calendar year 1946. 
These contributions were finally made in Febru- 
ary, 1947. However, on the state’s contribu- 
tions, we received the first six months of this 
money in 1946, but did not receive the balance 
until 1947. 

For the first 11 months in 1947, in this divi- 
sion (Aid to Dependent Children) the total 
expenditure has been $3,130,561.09. Although 
it is true that the number of cases has increased 
approximately 600, it is most interesting to 
note that the average grant per family has in- 
creased from a low of $86.14 in September, 
1946, to an average grant of $108.61, as of 
November, 1947. The percentage does vary 
again, a bit, in that the federal government’s 
contribution amounts to approximately 26 per 
cent for 1947, to the state 33 per cent, and Boston 
41 per cent. From the federal contributions 
we have received the money due through Octo- 
ber, 1947, leaving a balance to come later for the 
federal government’s contribution for Novem- 
ber and December, 1947. From the state we 
received, the first six months through June, 
1947, and the balance of the calendar year was 
held over until 1948. 

In the Division of Old Age Assistance, of 
the total expenditure for 1946, amounting to 
$8 ,837,026.03, the federal contribution was 
$3,415,273.50, the state’s contribution was 
$3,746,781.71, other cities and towns, $61,433.45, 
and Boston’s share was $1,614,027.37. The 
percentages for 1946 were federal government, 
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39 per cent; state, 42 per cent; Boston, 18 per 
cent; other cities and towns, 1 per cent. 

We received federal money through Octo- 
ber, 1946, and were reimbursed early in 1947 
for November and December, 1946. The state 
reimbursed us through October, also, and the 
balance was paid in May, 1947. 

Through November, 1947, the total expend- 
iture of Old Age Assistance has amounted 
to $9,398,980.87. The federal contribution has 
amounted to $4,019,948.31, and the City of 
Boston’s $1,677,484.39. Reducing this to per- 
centages, the 


Federal 

Government — 42% 
State —39% State’s contribution, $3,701,548.17 
Boston —18% 


We have received federal money through 
October, 1947, and state money through 
September. It is interesting to note that the 
average grant in Old. Age Assistance has in- 
creased from $47.24 in January, 1946, to an 
average grant in November, 1947, of $56.68. 

As a partial remedy for these increased costs 
on cities and towns which are borne in the 
main by the real estate owner and the rent 
payer, the City of Boston, at the instance of 
his Honor the Mayor, has filed these two bills: 

1. An amendment to the General Relief 
Law, chapter 117, to provide for reimburse- 
ment by the Commonwealth of three-quarters 
of the General Relief expended by cities 
and towns. 

2. An amendment to the Old Age Assist- 
ance Law, chapter 118A, and the Aid to 
Dependent Children Law, chapter 118, 
requiring the State Department of Public 
Welfare to turn over to cities and towns 
federal grants received from the federal gov- 
ernment immediately upon their receipt. 
The Commonwealth now receives these 
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federal grants prior to the time disbursements 
are made, but has not been turning these 
over to the cities and towns until approxi- 
mately two months after disbursements are 
made. This would result in a substantial 
increase in the amount of federal grants 
which the department would receive next 
year. This would, of course, help to keep 
the tax rate down, as the amounts to be 
appropriated for these categories would be 
less. 

It is to be hoped that the State Legislature 
can and will see its way clear to enact into law 
the bills above noted and to obtain at state level 
money, through some form of taxation, to be 
proportionately distributed to cities and towns 
according to basic valuations in order that 
already overburdened real estate will not be 
further taxed to meet these essential costs. 


PARK DEPARTMENT — The Park Department 
carried out, completed, or improved the following 
properties during 1947: 


Roadway Reconstruction. 


Certain of the old asphalt type road surfaces 
were in such poor condition that they had to be 
reconstructed and rebuilt. The following road- 
ways were reconstructed: 

Commonwealth avenue, outbound roadway 
from Harvard avenue to Warren street; River- 
way, from Brookline avenue to _ overpass; 
Jamaicaway, from 600 feet north of Willow Pond 
road to Pond street; Circuit Drive, Franklin 
Park, from Valley Gates to Glen road; Morton 
road, from Morton street to Forest Hills street. 
The total cost of this reconstruction was $114,000. 


Work Done at Beaches — Playgrounds. 
The bathing beaches were sanded at a cost of 
$9,300. A new children’s corner was built at 
the George Wright Golf Course at a cost of 
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$5,000. The handball courts at L Street Bath- 
house that had been destroyed by fire were 
rebuilt. The four tennis courts at Fallon 
Field, Roslindale, and the two courts at Read- 
ville were resurfaced with a hard asphalt surface. 

A contract has been let and the work is in 
progress for the alterations and repairs to the 
Lion House at Franklin Park — amount $23,800. 

We were able to effect a settlement with the 
government on the damage done to World War 
Memorial Park, East Boston, caused by the 
establishment of the area for Army barracks. 
The amount settled for the damage done was 
in the sum of $31,790. A contract was let 
and the work has been completed for grading 
and loaming the main athletic field in the sum 
of $21,630. 

Cemetery Division. 

New extensions and developments were made 
in the Evergreen Cemetery, Brighton; Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, West Roxbury; and Fairview 
Cemetery, Hyde Park. The total cost of these 
developments was $20,000. 


Recreation. 


During the year, a more extended program of 
recreation was carried out. The department 
sponsored and ran the summer program on the 
playgrounds which heretofore was operated by 
the School Department. About 100 playgrounds 
were manned with temporary recreation workers. 
New equipment and materials were supplied so 
the program for the youngsters was more useful, 
and a greater attendance was the result. 

The regular park leagues for baseball were 
operated with the usual high grade of efficiency. 
More than 1,000 engaged in these highly com- 
petitive sports which provided healthful relaxa- 
tion to many hundreds of thousands of young 
and old spectators. Those that watched were 
beyond the playing age and lived their lives over 
again under healthy outdoor surroundings. 
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The summer program of bathing and swim- 
ming was carried on during the summer months. 
Swimming meets were held on each local beach. 
The final swimming meet for the summer was 
held at yacht clubs on the Strandway, South 
Boston, with competition from all sections of 
the city. 

Thousands were healthily engaged in com- 
petition in the park football leagues. In the two 
top leagues the race was so close that it was 
found advisable to settle the final standing 
by an outside committee of three disinterested 
football authorities. All of these games were of- 
ficiated at by at least three men regularly quali- 
fied to act as officials. At each game a doctor 
was in attendance. Again, hundreds of thou- 
sands not playing but enjoying the post of 
spectators watched these highly competitive 
contests. 

The fall indoor gymnastic program has been 
in operation since October 15. The 14 gym- 
nasiums have been open from 2 to 10 p. m. 
daily, Monday and Thursday, for women and 
girls, and the other days for boys and men. 


Repatriated Veterans. 

During the past year, certain of the bodies 
of those who lost their lives in the second World 
War were returned to this country for burials. 
Some of those veterans were then interred in 
the World War Veterans’ lot at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. This lot was set aside by the city 
government for any veteran whose family re- 
quested that the serviceman be buried in the 
lot. There is no charge for a lot for the family 
of any veteran of the World Wars. There has 
been, however, a burial charge, which in the 
case of the City of Boston is lower than in any 
other cemetery. Hon. James M. Curley, Mayor, 
approved the waiving of this burial charge of 
$46 to the next of kin of any veteran whose 
body has been returned from overseas and 
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buried in this lot. In many cases, the relatives 
of these boys at such a sad time are relieved of 
just another financial worry. 


Dutch Elm Disease Control, 1947. 


Late in the past summer, certain of the city’s 
elm trees appeared doubtful in regard to whether 
the so-called dreaded Dutch elm disease had 
affected them. This serious elm tree disease 
first reached this country in New Jersey some 
years ago. It has spread north along the At- 
lantic Coast and last year had reached Quincy. 
It has in many places destroyed the elm trees 
in a city or section of a city in a short period of | 
time. In Bridgeport, Connecticut, on a whole 
boulevard all the trees were killed, and the 
trees had to be removed and the boulevard was 
later called the ghost boulevard. The disease 
is caused by an elm bark beetle which spreads 
a fungus which affects the circulatory system 
of the tree, and in the matter of less than one 
year it is dead. The tree must be removed and 
burned so as to prevent the spread of the disease 
by the beetle to other elm trees. Even if a city 
or town decided to do nothing, all the elm trees 
would die and, if they were on a public street, 
boulevard, or anywhere the public gathers, they 
may fall down just at the wrong time and block 
the highway or possibly injure someone under 
the tree. Early in the fall, definite proof was 
returned by state inspectors that certain elm 
trees in Boston were infested. We were forced 
to immediately cut down and burn 17 elm trees 
that were found affected. Other elm trees that 
were found dead were destroyed in the same 
manner. There are very probably other elm 
trees in Boston now infested. The definite proof 
of the disease can only be determined by. state 
laboratory tests. This requires about ten days 
to make all the tests. All of the elm trees in 
Boston cannot be given the laboratory test, as 
no laboratory could handle such an assignment. 
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All the elm trees on the streets, boulevards, 
parks, and public properties were sprayed with 
DDT mixture at least twice during the year. 


New Crib and Christmas Tree, Boston Common, 
1947. 

For the observance of Christmas and New 
Year’s on Boston Common, two new ideas were 
brought forth. The first was setting up of the 
nativity scene on Boston Common on the La- 
Fayette Mall, Tremont street, near West street. 
A rough stable was built with straw roof large 
enough to properly house the figures. The 
figures were life size and beautifully done. The 
inside of the structure was lighted with soft-glow 
spotlghts. 

This year, for the first time, a live spruce 
tree was transplanted on the Common. For 35 
years, Boston has been used to a man-made 
tree made up of hundreds of smaller trees. 
The live tree was a Norway spruce close to 60 
feet in height. It was moved over the road 
from Framingham to a new location closer to 
Tremont street than the Christmas trees of 
previous years. In its new location on higher 
ground, nearer the street, it can be seen more 
easily from Tremont street, Boylston street, and 
Boston Common. 

An evergreen tree, located in the center of a 
city such as Boston, with the smoke, soot, and 
dust conditions, will not thrive as well as in a 
location with clear country air. It is intended 
to wash the tree periodically, to clean off the 
dust and soot, which should tend to prolong its 
life and usefulness. The tree and the area be- 
tween it and the Parkman Bandstand were gaily 
decorated with: colored lights that were turned 
on for the first time on Christmas Eve. 


Playgrounds — Locations. 


Boston is unique in its park and playground 
system. Some of its playgrounds are today 
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located at the edge of the district, sometimes 
with commercial properties abounding, with 
heavily traveled motor highways adjacent. In 
these older sections of the city, 40 or 50 years 
ago, there were very little traffic problems. 
Certainly there was nothing to worry about in 
order for the youngsters to safely reach the 
playground. Today, in many cases, parents 
fear to allow their children to cross these dan- 
gerous motor highways. In the newer sections 
of the city, in most cases, the playgrounds are 
more centrally located and easier of access for 
youngsters. Boston, according to recognized 
standards, has a sufficient total area of recrea- 
tional areas, but in many cases inadequate and 
in the wrong location, particularly in the con- 
gested sections. 


New Traffic Ovals. 


One of the first considerations for 1948 should 
be the construction of the two traffic ovals on 
the parkway, one at Brookline avenue at Sears 
Roebuck, and the other opposite Avenue Louis 
Pasteur. The construction of these ovals should 
solve the present traffic congestion, particularly 
at the junction of the parkway and Brookline 
avenue. The Sears Roebuck Company, a sub- 
stantial taxpayer in Boston, is being hampered 
in their business by the present conditions. The 
cost of the construction of these ovals and the 
other incidental work is estimated at $175,000. 


Double-Barreled Parkway. 


The construction of the proposed double- 
barreled park roadway system from the Sears 
Roebuck building along Riverway and Jamaica- 
way to beyond Jamaica Pond should follow 
soon. It would mean that another roadway 
would be built approximately parallel to the 
present Riverway and Jamaicaway roadways to 
take care of the outbound parkway motor 
traffic. The existing parkway roadway would 
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be made one way for inbound traffic. The con- 
struction of this additional outbound roadway 
would result in the parkway traffic all on one- 
way roads with a central reservation between 
each road, between the Public Gardens at 
Arlington street to Centre street, West Roxbury, 
and thence to the Veterans Parkway to Dedham. 
This construction, in my opinion, should be 
carried out by the state. This parkway was 
constructed winding and narrow and suitable 
only for slow-moving vehicles when it was 
built in 1890. Today this parkway is the main 
through route of the state and United States 
Highway main route systems. The modernizing 
of this roadway is definitely a state problem. 


(Qaetitcul lebouieet 


Shortly after the start of the war in 1941, 
Castle Island was taken over by the government . 
for war purposes. Recently the government 
authorized the return of the island and the road- 
way to the island to the City of Boston for park 
purposes. In the return of the property to the 
city, there was no allowance by the government 
for any damage or alterations made to the 
property while it was being used for war purposes. 
In order to open this area for general park pur- 
poses, a new traffic circle will have to be built 
at the end of the roadway near Castle Island. 
The walks, walls, fences, roads, and certain 
structures will have to be reconstructed in order 
to utilize all of the property. The cost of this 
reconstruction which the government places on 
the city is estimated at $32,000. 


Franklin Park Zoo. 


The Zoological Garden in 1911 was constructed 
out of the income of the Parkman Fund. For 
a few years after that date, definite strides were 
made in building and stocking a worth-while zoo. 
The income from the Parkman Fund can be 
used for the construction, development, and 
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maintaining ‘of a zoo. Starting during the de 
pression years in 1932, many looked on the zoo 
as not essential. Even in the years 1932-1937, 
the government and some citizens, of the city 
did not look with too much favor on repairs or 
improvements to the zoo. People at that time, 
in most cases, were more interested in working 
and eating than worrying about housing and 
feeding of animals. During the war years of 
1941-1945, the shortage of fuel and food was 
another lean period for the animals and the zoo 
in general. Even now, with the shortage and the 
high cost of materials and labor, priorities for 
materials, and red tape, the zoo and its occupants 
have even more than their share of troubles. 
The city, using the income from the Parkman 
Fund to build the zoo, should give every con- 
sideration to bring it back to its former standing. 
A zoo has a definite place in the recreational 
and educational system of every city. 


_ Treatment, Dutch Elm Disease — Future. 


During 1947, 17 trees were found to be in- 
fested with the Dutch elm disease. According 
to all the experiences of other cities, in the fol- 
lowing years more trees will probably be found 
infested and have to be removed. The treatment 
is done by spraying, keeping the elm trees 
trimmed and in as healthy condition as possible, 
and the immediate removal and burning of 
infested elm trees. Eighty per cent of the trees 
on Boston Common, all of the trees on lower 
Commonwealth avenue, and many tens of thou- 
sands of other trees in the city are elms. ‘These 
trees are a heritage of our city and New England. 
We should do everything in our power to keep 
this disease under control. It would be won- 
derful if we could obtain federal or state aid. 
So far, the problem has been left to the local 
communities. The state does furnish an in- 
spection and advisory service. As it stands now, 
city funds will be needed to combat the disease 
and remove dead elm trees. 
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New Mystic Bridge — Damage to Park Property. 

The Mystic River Bridge Authority 1is_ to 
build a bridge over the rivers between City 
square, Charlestown, and Chelsea. In the con- 
struction of the bridge, it is planned to take a 
portion of the Barry Playground at Chelsea 
and Medford streets and the Housing Depart- 
ment Playground at Chelsea and Bunker Hill 
streets. In a rearrangement and widening of 
roadways to the approach to the bridge, even 
a portion of the John Harvard Mall might be © 
taken. The Authority contemplates requesting 
or taking all of the Barry Playground during 
construction for the storage of materials and 
equipment. Under the terms of the legislative 
act, the Bridge Authorities are not compelled 
to pay for any damages to public property. The 
taking of a strip of Barry Playground land about 
120 feet in width will mean reconstruction of the 
playground and a definite reduction of the 
recreational facilities. Charlestown today has 
inadequate and poorly located recreational areas. 
Consideration should be given to force the Bridge 
Authority to pay for all the damages and prefer- 
ably to provide at least one new recreation area 
in Charlestown. 


New Recreational Areas — East Boston. 


A few years ago, the Legislature passed an act 
which, due to the proposed expansion and de- 
velopment of the Airport at East Boston, 
World War Park and Amerena Playground were 
to be taken for an extension of the Airport. The 
act authorized the state to make the taking only 
when the city and state agreed on the sites 
for and the plan of construction of two new 


park recreational areas in East Boston. An 


appropriation of $1,300,000 was made by the 
state to carry out the construction of the areas. 
Planning Boards, state and city representatives, 
agreed that there were only two areas safe in 
East Boston for the children using the play- 
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grounds. Any location on line of the approach 
to any airport runway was considered too 
dangerous for children and the crowds that © 
might congregate on these playgrounds. ‘The 
two locations that were considered in safe zones 
were one near Porter street, containing about 14 
acres, and the other on the waterfront side of 
Bennington street, between Harbor View and 
Bayswater streets, containing 40 to 50 acres. 
Under the terms of the act, the city is to get 
two areas all built for recreational purposes with 
all facilities necessary, the cost not to exceed 
$1,300,000. When the city and state agree on 
the plan, and when the areas are acquired and 
constructed, the World War Park and Amerena 
Playgrounds are to be the property of the state 
as an addition to the Airport. We have recently 
finished grading and loaming the athletic field 
at World War Park, the cost of which was paid 
out of a settlement made by the United States 
government for war damages. This was carried 
out and expected to be used for the next two to 
five years, until the other two playgrounds are 
completed. ‘The two present recreation areas 
should never be considered as permanent, as they 
are in a too dangerous location along the approach 
to main runways. So far to date, it has been 
extremely difficult to find all representatives of 
this section that would agree on the location 
for the new playgrounds or the facilities that they 
want on the new areas. An agreement first must 
be made; otherwise the appropriation part of the 
act might expire again. In my opinion, this 
problem needs immediate attention. 


Recreation Program — Future. 
(Now or Formerly School Department Activity?) 
First, a city must have recreational areas; 
second, see that they are developed to the 
fullest, and third, see that they are properly 
equipped with apparatus and staffed with 
recreational workers. In the 1948 department 
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budget, an amount of $56,400 in order to staff 
the playgrounds with recreational workers has 
been submitted. This is to carry on the program 
carried on by the Park Department in the 
summer of 1947. Prior to 1947, the School 
Department carried on this program, and the 
funds were provided by the School Department. 
It is now suggested that this summer program 
be extended to cover an additional 75 schoolyards 
at an additional cost of $27,000. It has also 
been suggested that the department sponsor and 
pay for a school gymnasium program on certain 
evenings each week, at an annual cost of $7,200. 
It is also suggested that women instructors be 
engaged two days a week in the gymnasiums to 
conduct the classes for girls and women, at an 
annual cost of $3,600. 


Boating Program? 

It has also been proposed that the department 
take over certain portions or all of the sailing 
boat program now conducted on the Charles 
River Basin. Part of the program is the repair 
of sailboats. On the Boston side of the Charles 
River, there are two adjacent boating organiza- 
tions. One of the two operating is the Com- 
munity Sailing Service, and the other is 
Commissioner Joseph Lee’s. The Community 
Sailing Service operates out of a boathouse 
owned and maintained by the Metropolitan 
District Commission. This service has a lease 
from the M. D. C., which expires December 31, 
1947. The boats in this service are owned by 
the M. D. C. The personnel is paid by the 
Community Sailing Service. Fees are charged 
to those using the sailboats. Any operating 
deficit is paid by the Community Service. 
Under Commissioner Lee, the other sailing 
service is operated. He leases a dock for his 
sailboats from the M. D. C. He has eight boats 
that were bought or built out of the Cahill Fund. 
He is operating without a boathouse. The 
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School Department has agreed to lease a portion 
of a school on Myrtle street to the Park Depart- 
ment for $100 a month. During the winter 
and spring season, it is planned to repair these 
boats in this schoolhouse and to conduct classes 
for youngsters in boatbuilding. It will be 
requested that the personnel at work on these 
boats should be paid from department funds. 

All of the suggestions and proposals mean 
spending additional city money, in many 
instances now or in the past borne by the School 
Department or outside agencies. The 40-hour 
week on a 7-day a week recreation program will 
be hard to operate and will cost more money. 
It has, however, been recommended that certain 
properties, particularly along the South Boston 
waterfront, be turned over to the M. D. C. for 
maintenance. The Legislature will probably 
vote on this proposal during the next session. 
The department has felt that too many services 
are furnished to the public at no charge. All 
M. D. C. bathhouses charge a fee to use their 
facilities, usually at 25 cents for adults and 10 
cents for children. I realize that charging the 
public for certain services, particularly as they 
have been always free, will not be popular. A 
bill has been submitted to the Legislature which 
would, if passed, allow the city to charge certain 
fees to provide revenue for the city for use of 
park properties. 

In October, 1948, the Fiftieth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Institute of Park Executives 
is to be held in Boston. This organization was 
founded in Boston in 1898. It is hoped that 
some of the proposals can be carried out, as this 
year Boston will be host to the park men of the 
United States and Canada. 


PENAL INSTITUTIONS DEPARTMENT — The 
following observations concerning the physical 
condition of the Suffolk County House of Cor- 
rection as to buildings, equipment, and grounds, 
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as to past accomplishments and future projects, 
are submitted for your information and con- 
sideration. 

The Hill Prison, containing two cell blocks of 
180 cells each, the inmates’ kitchen and dining 
hall, the chapels, the infirmary and an officers’ 
quarters of 20 rooms had, over a period of years, 
become somewhat dilapidated in general and was 
especially so as far as the plumbing and electri- 
cal wiring was concerned. This was a result, 
in the main, of a shortsighted budgetary allow- 
ance from year to year, so that it was necessary 
to make a major project of these two items. 

There were countless leaks occurring in both 
the water supply and drains from the cell block 
system, so much so that the deposit from this 
and its attendant seepage into the blower room 
under the building had to be cleaned and dis- 
infected periodically. In spite of this, there 
was a very offensive stench arising from this 
at times as well as from the main drainage line 
under the inmates’ kitchen. A $79,000 contract 
was awarded for remedying this condition which 
has been practically completed, providing a 
new toilet and wash basin installation for each 
cell, as well as the necessary piping and drainage. 

The wiring which was originally installed 
about 45 years ago, with only very minor renewals 
since then, was in very bad condition and, in 
fact, was obsolete and beyond repair in 
some parts of the building. This condition had 
become so acute that in the interest of safety 
and security it was deemed advisable to award 
a contract in the sum of $49,000 for a new 
installation. The work is at the point of com- 
pletion now and conditions are vastly improved. 

The main chapel used for Catholic services 
was very poorly equipped as to appurtenances. 
The pews were ordinary settees and folding 
chairs. It was impossible to keep the walls 
properly painted or decorated owing to leaks 
in the sidewalls due to faulty roof drainage and 
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lack of pointing in the sidewalls. This condition 
has been remedied by repointing and water- 
proofing the sidewalls and the replacing and 
repairing of the gutters and rain spouts. 

Regular church pews, a new altar, a chancel 
rail, and Stations of the Cross were secured and 
installed. The walking surface of the chapel 
floor has been covered with linoleum and the 
walls were redecorated. The chapel was recently 
dedicated by His Excellency Archbishop Richard 
J. Cushing. 

A room in this section was set aside and estab- 
lished and dedicated as a synagogue for members 
of the Jewish faith by Rabbi Benjamin Gross- 
man, Rabbi Herman H. Rubenovitz, and Rabbi 
Aaron Gorovitz. This synagogue was equipped 
and furnished at my expense. Prior to this, 
an ordinary room was used for the Jewish 
religious observances. 

With these two improvements and the Protes- 
tant chapel, which was-remodeled and equipped 
by private donations several years ago, there 
is now at this institution a unit for religious — 
purposes comparable to any similar setup. 

The heating system for the cell blocks in this 
building had gradually deteriorated to such an 
extent that a temporary arrangement was made 
to carry through the winter, which has been 
working satisfactorily for the purpose for which 
it was made. 

For some years the water supply to this build- 
ing was poor in volume and pressure due to the 
fact that the piping from the main to the build- 
ing consisted of several sizes of pipe. This was 
replaced with piping of one size and the condi- 
tion was remedied thereby. The cell-locking 
system in this building had to be completely 
overhauled on a contract of $19,000. The locks 
had become so worn that it was not possible to 
repair them. These were in such a condition 
that in many instances cell doors could be opened 
by the inmates with simple devices. There were 
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many escapes and attempted escapes as a result 
of this. A complete new installation was 
effected. 

The New Prison Building, so called because 
it. is a younger building than the one built in 
1848, was ‘‘abandoned”’ in 1942 as an “economy 
measure.” From that time little, if any, care 
was given to the building. A ‘dormitory sys- 
tem’’ was established in 1942 in the Adminis- 
tration Building on the second and third floors, 
which never received official approval of the 
Health, Building, or Fire Departments. On the 
contrary, it was condemned for use for various 
reasons. Only one toilet was available on each 
floor. There was only one proper means of 
egress from either floor. Proper supervision of 
the inmates quartered there could not be main- 
tained with the available personnel. With a 
rising population it became necessary to house 
from 150 to 200 inmates in the section, present- 
ing a distinct health and fire hazard, so that 
serious steps were taken to re-equip and renovate 
the New Prison, so called. This was a matter 
of starting from the ground up. Leaks in the 
roof, windows blown in and not boarded up had 
allowed the weather to ruin the electric wiring. 
The steam piping had been removed in part for 
other repair work, and what was left was rusted 
and corroded beyond use. Bar locks, cell door 
locks, and cell doors were inoperative due to 
corrosion. 

Inmate labor, under the able supervision of 
institution personnel, made repairs to the roof, 
renewed and replaced windows, repaired cell 
doors, locks, and bar locks, repainted the entire 
interior, and made the building serviceable and 
inhabitable with the exception of wiring and 
heating. These projects were let out on con- 
tract — a $15,000 contract provided satisfactory 
heating facilities for the entire building, and a 
$4,000 contract provided electrical service for 
one half the cell block and office section. Some 
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of this would have been available had the build- 
ing been given the proper care during its period 
of ‘‘disuse.”’ 

After careful consideration of the situation 
involving the power plant and distribution of 
electricity in the institution, and conferences 
with the Boston Edison Company, it was decided 
to make arrangements for the purchase of elec- 
tric service for power and lights from the Boston 
Edison Company. Accordingly, a contract for 
$30,000 was awarded for the necessary outside 
wiring to carry this service to the various units 
of the institution. It was also necessary to 
include in this provision for a complete outdoor 
lighting project, inasmuch as nothing had been 
done along these lines since the lifting of the 
wartime blackout regulations. This made for 
a very serious condition around the institution 
grounds and the shore line at nighttime. This 
project is practically completed, and commercial 
power is being used in parts of the institution 
and for the outdoor lighting now. The main 
reason for changing to commercial power was 
based on the poor condition of the equipment 
in the power house for generating electricity, 
the replacement of which would be a sizable 
amount. Then, too, after the initial expense 
the purchase of power would mean a saving in 
the budgetary requirements, as the power house 
would then only be used to generate steam for 
institution use, resulting in a saving in expenses 
for fuel and manpower, making available engine 
room personnel for transfer to fill vacancies 
occurring in other municipal departments. 

After the loss by fire of the cow barn in 1943, 
a new barn was put into use, but no provision 
was made for proper refrigeration. The milk 
room of the old barn had a comparatively new 
milk chest, but this was left unprotected from the 
elements, and a wooden closet was used in the 
new barn for icing the milk. The chest referred 
to above was salvaged, reconditioned, and set 
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up in an addition built on to the new barn, and 
an appreciable saving was effected through 
proper refrigeration. 

The building housing the commissary on the 
first floor was condemned for use in 1943, and the 
three upper floors were closed up. These three 
upper floors were demolished, and a 40-foot 
extension was built on to the commissary, with 
material salvaged from the demolishment. The 
whole commissary unit was reroofed and made 
secure and safe for the time being. This entire 
project was done by inmate labor under super- 
vision of institution personnel. 

With the use of the roadway from Winthrop 
for securing supplies and for the commitment 
and release of inmates, the necessity for boat 
service became a minus quantity, so that the 
steamer ‘‘Michael J. Perkins” unit was trans- 
ferred to the Institutions Department, with 
which department the bulk of their operations 
were concerned, even though they were part 
and parcel of the Penal Institutions Department. 
With the transfer of this activity the need for 
extensive repairs to the wharf at Deer Island 
no longer existed, and the coal shed and wharf 
shed which were in a deplorable condition were 
removed, thus improving the appearance of that 
part of the institution property which was fast 
becoming known as “Shanty Town.” 

Up to the time of cessation of boat service, 
the House of Correction supplied a daily detail 
of inmates, in charge of an officer, for laboring 
work, grave digging, coal passing, and ordinary 
maintenance work at the Long Island Hospital. 

The poultry industry at the institution has 
supplied the Boston City Hospital and other city 
institutions with fresh-killed chickens the year 
round and filled the needs of these institutions 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas for the tradi- 
tional turkey. 

The institution laundry has been taking care 
of the Welfare Department laundry weekly in 
addition to the institutional work here. 
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The Old Gut House which was used prior to 
the closing of Shirley Gut had been left standing 
in disuse since the completion of the roadway 
across the gut in 1942. Since that time this 
building was of no material use to the institution. 
It was removed and the ground leveled off, 
providing a more efficient control and better 
observation of the strip of land between the 
institution and Point Shirley. A watch house 
was erected on the north shore line here, and the 
small building erected by the Pan-American 
Airways on the west end of what was the gut 
was turned over to the institution and was made 
over into a secondary watch house for emergency 
use. 

Dead branches on many of the trees were 
removed and some of the trees which were 
dangerous because of rot in the trunk were 
taken down. Through arrangements with the 
tree warden in. Winthrop, necessary spraying 
of the trees for gypsy moth and Japanese beetle 
was done. 

Through the cooperative spirit shown by 
the Rapid Transit Company a bus for visitors 
to inmates is run from Maverick square, East 
Boston, direct to the visiting building at the 
wharf here and on completion of the visiting 
hour a bus makes the return run to Maverick 
square. Also this company assists our meager 
snowplowing equipment by sending their 
Walters snow fighter in to plow our main roads 
during bad storms, thereby breaking out enough 
so our own plow can carry on. 

Being unable to secure garbage from Long 
Island Hospital for our piggery, arrangements 
were made with the Boston City Hospital for 
the collection of their garbage and daily trips 
are made at 6.30 a. m. to the hospital and 
return by institution personnel. This is of 
immeasurable benefit to the institution in 
maintaining what is known as one of the best 
piggeries in this section. 
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Future Projects. 


The reservoir on Deer Island, which has a 
2,500,000-gallon capacity and which serves as 
an equalizer on the water pressure as well as 
being a reserve in case of fire has been a source 
of trouble for years in that it becomes polluted 
after a period of time. It has to be emptied 
and cleaned out about every second year. It 
is planned to empty it this year and rebuild the 
floor according to an approved plan so that it 
can be flushed out from the bottom and not 
have to be completely emptied for this purpose. 


A contemplated enlargement of the poultry 
industry is in the process of being instituted 
which will enable us to meet the requirements 
of the hospitals on a year-round basis. 


With the completion of the change-over in 
power supply from our own inadequate plant 
to that of receiving power from the Boston 
Edison Company, the main cables in the hill 
between the Hill Prison and the New Prison 
will be removed and the ground leveled off for 
use for future construction, also permitting of 
the building of a roadway between these two 
buildings and their surrounding areas. 

The other half of the cell block in the New 
Prison is to be wired and made ready for 
occupancy, since additional quarters for housing 
inmates are needed. 

The garage section, which houses the institu- 
tion rolling stock, is to be fitted with new sliding 
doors as the present swing doors are in very 
poor condition. This is due to the high wind 
storms experienced here every winter which 
these doors cannot withstand. They have been 
repaired and repieced so many times now that 
they are practically unserviceable. 

In order to completely utilize the commercial 
power, it is planned to replace all D C equipment 
with A C equipment as.soon as is possible under 
budgetary allowances. 
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A major project of repairing the roof of 
the Hill Prison building is to be started as 
soon as weather conditions permit. Sections 
of the coping, eaves and ventilators have been 
literally peeled off by several ‘““northeasters.”’ 
Temporary protective measures have been taken 
until the winter weather is over. 

Additions to and rearrangement of the chain 
link fencing along the shore line, necessitated by 
the changed shore and land areas, will be done as 
soon as is practicable. 

Two organs are needed—one each for the 
Catholic and Protestant chapels and will be 
secured as soon as budgetary provision is made. 
Both organs now in use are antiquated and 
worn out. 

Over a period of years, the mechanical refrigera- 
tion has reached the worn-out stage and steps are 
being taken for replacement. From the stand- 
point of economy in the preservation of food- 
stuffs alone, this is of primary importance. The 
loss from trimming ‘meats because of spoilage 
alone would justify the expenditure involved 
in this project. A deep freeze unit for storage of 
bulk purchases of meat products and preserva- 
tion of pork slaughtered in our institution piggery 
is being given serious consideration. 

The heating unit in the cow barn, which 
provides steam for pasteurizing the milk and 
heat for the milk room and workers’ quarters, has 
never given satisfactory service. When installed, 
it was a secondhand outfit, hand-fired, with no 
controls for feed water or temperature, resulting 
in freeze-ups and cracked sections and improper 
pasteurization, at times. Itis proposed to replace 
this unit with an oil-burning type with controls 
allowing for economy in operation, for proper 
pasteurization and for sufficient heating for the 
parts of the building requiring heat. This is 
acute. 

Consideration should be given to a planned 
building program which would provide economy 
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in administration and more security than is 
existent now. Such. a program should be as 
follows: 


New cell building. 

Hospital—25-bed capacity. 

Commissary unit. 

Officers’ quarters. 

Residential units for administrative 
personnel. 


a VO o8 


a. A cell building of a three hundred-cell 
capacity with a self-contained hospital of a 
25-bed capacity. This unit would eventually 
replace the present temporarily renovated ‘‘ New 
Prison.” At its best the ‘‘New Prison” is 
merely an outmoded building, having no in- 
dividual toilet facilities. While it is in a service- 
able condition at present, the upkeep over a 
period of years will far exceed that of a modern 
building. 

b. Should it be deemed inadvisable to provide 
the above, there should be allowed the hospital 
facilities suggested by construction of such a 
unit as an addition to the present Hill Prison 
building. In this conjunction it must be remem- 
bered that the facilities now available here for 
medical and surgical care are merely of the first- 
ald variety. 

c. The present commissary and storehouse 
building, while serviceable, does not and cannot 
provide means for a proper and accurate control 
of all supplies. It is the best possible setup that 
can be had under conditions. At present, with 
the exception of some staple food supplies and 
meats which can be taken care of there, all other 
supplies are received there and then are sent, in 
bulk, to the various departments to be cared for 
there against future use. This is a very loose and 
lax method of controlling and conserving supplies 
and makes for poor economy. 

d. Twenty officers have quarters in the Hill 
Prison Building. The balance are variously 
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quartered by a makeshift arrangement in two 
frame buildings, part of one being occupied by 
the Deputy Master. This balance are two or 
three to a room in these two buildings which are 
somewhat in disrepair in many respects. 


Provision should be made for an _ officers’ 
quarters of a 40-room capacity, including dining 
room facilities to replace the present unsatis- 
factory and uneconomical arrangements presently 
existent here. The kitchen and dining facilities 
for employees are far too small. 

As an alternate project to ‘‘c’”’ and “‘d,” con- 
sideration should be given to the erection of a 
single building to house the Administrative 
offices, officers’ quarters, dining room and com- 
missary and storehouse. This would permit of 
an economical centralization of the units for a 
better administrative control and more efficient 
functioning. The space now occupied by the 
Administrative offices could be utilized for the 
institution laundry (now a two-floor unit in a 
separate building) and would bring all the shop 
activities into one building. 

e. Single residential units are needed for the 
various administrative officials whose residence 
on institution property would materially increase 
supervision and control of activities. 

It seems proper at this time to submit some 
observations on the certain phases of the work 
of this institution. All sorts and types of 
offenders are received at the Suffolk County 
House of Correction; offenses range from mis- 
demeanors such as drunkenness and nonsupport 
to felonies such as robbery, manslaughter, and sex 
offenses. 

More and more are we coming to the realization 
that alcoholism is a sickness. It is true that it 
is a crime on the statute books and as such is so 
dealt with by the judicial and correctional sys- 
tems. But is alcoholism any more of a crime 
than insanity, tuberculosis, or other similar con- 
ditions which are not classed as criminal action? 
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In every sense of the word alcoholism is as much 
a sickness as any mental disease, tuberculosis, 
and other afflictions which in some instances are 
controlled by mandatory statutes but not by 
punitive measures. 

No one can gainsay the fact that an alcoholic 
is a sick person, but underlying this sickness are 
other causative factors, mental or physical, 
which have a vital bearing on the alcoholism. 
To think that this condition can be cleared up or 
eradicated by a fine or imprisonment in a penal 
institution is something hard to understand. 

A general program which recognizes all phases 
of this serious problem should be adopted. At 
least a separate institutional system to care for 
this type of “offense” should be established. 
Perhaps this could be in conjunction with the 
mental hospital system at present in vogue 
where this type of individual could receive 
proper therapeutic treatment to clear up his 
condition and then be utilized for a period for 
maintenance or other work in the institution. 
At least measures should be taken to remove 
this type of individual from the penal institutions 
group. The same should be applicable to drug 
addiction, which, however, comprises a much 
smaller section of the penal group. 

It does seem that greater latitude in the 
exercise of parole would be beneficial in many 
cases. It is true that in some cases a short term 
of incarceration has the deterrent effect desired, 
which effect is soon lost by the extension of time 
in confinement. This, of course, varies in each 
case, and the exercising of one’s judgment as to 
when that point is reached in each case is made 
impossible under the hard and fast limitations 
on parole imposed by statute. 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT — The business at the 


Printing Department has shown a greater in- 
crease for the year 1947 than it has for the past 
several years. 
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As the Printing Department is conducted as 
a strictly union printing office, and is entitled 
to use the Allied Printing Trades Union Label 
on all its printed material, it is necessary that 
it comply with all union requirements. 

A new scale of union wages effective March 1, 
1947, necessitated the granting of an increase in 
wages to the employees of this department. 
This was the cause of an increase of $43,889.12 
in the operating expenses of the Printing De- 
partment during the past year. Another union 
requirement during 1947 was the reduction of 
the work week from 40 hours to 374 hours. 
This went into effect, without any reduction of 
wages, on November 1. 

The existing agreement between the Closed 
Shop Employing Printers Association of the 
Graphic Arts Institute of Massachusetts and the 
Printing Trade Unions expires on March 1, 
1948, and at the present time conferences are 
being held on proposed changes in the present 
agreement. These changes will become effective 
as of March 1, 1948, and it is impossible, at this 
time, to state what they will be. 

In spite of increases in wages and the reduc- 
tion in the work week, to meet union require- 
ments, the Printing Department has endeavored 
to keep the cost of printing within the budget 
allowances of the various city departments. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT — A sur- 


vey of outstanding work accomplished by this 
department in part is as follows, together with 
what new work is contemplated for the coming 
year. 

The Public Buildings Department has 
succeeded in catching up within a period of 
two years the neglect of years of ordinary 
plant repairs. As a result of approximately 
seven years of this neglect, properties and 
equipment had deteriorated to a degree that 
operating efficiency was retarded; appearance 
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of buildings was unsightly, unsanitary, and 
deteriorating from neglect of ordinary repairs 
and painting. The catching up of this neglect 
in two years is a major accomplishment. 

As evidence of the above accomplishment let 
me mention just a few major repairs. 


Roslindale Building. 


Monitor skylight repaired, glass of which was 
broken by the action of sun on blackout paint. 
Library painted, and concrete driveway and 
stairs repaired. Repairs were made to showers 
and plumbing. A new hot water boiler was 
furnished and installed. 


Oak and Tyler Streets, Municipal Building. 


Wardroom painted; also custodian’s room 
and entrance lobby. Major repairs were made 
to boiler settings. Glass was repaired in Moni- 
tor skylight. Extensive heating and plumbing 
repairs were made. 


South Boston Municipal Building. 


Masonry of east and north walks of building 
was painted. Major heating repairs were made. 


John J. Williams Building. 

Library, main entrances, stair hall, and audi- 
torium, walls of side entrance, and stair hall 
were painted. Lockers in shower room over- 
hauled and _ replaced. Boiler brickwork re- 
paired. Leaky foundation wall of boiler room 
repaired, waterproofed, and painted. Major 
repairs to plumbing were made and repairs were 
made to heating system. 


Fanewl Hall Building. 


For the first time in 12 years entire exterior 
painting, Ancient & Honorable Artillery quarters, 
main stair hall, main auditorium, custodian’s 
office, Art Commissions’ quarters, etc., were 
painted. Major heating repairs made and 
condensate pump tank. 
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Hyde Park Municipal Building. 
For the first time in 12 years entire interior 
and exterior of building was painted; also 
ornamental iron fence. Overhaul and repair 
of all lockers and necessary carpentry and 
hardware changes were made to conform to 
requirements of public safety plumbing repairs. 


Quincy Market Building. 
Entrance doors changed over to meet public 
safety requirements. Large assembly hall 
painted, and major plumbing and carpentry 
repairs were made. 


Old Dorchester Court House. 

Exterior painting done. Interior painting, 
carage and second and third floors. Stock- 
room fitted up on second floor. Furnished and 
installed new H. B. Smith Hy-Test (350 pounds) 
boiler. Major heating and plumbing repairs 
were made. 


Columbia Road Municipal Building. 
Interior painting done, such as children’s 
library, gymnasium, handball court, weight 
room, and entrance rotunda. Lockers repaired 
and mastic floor in locker room. Plumbing 
repairs also made. 


Curtis Hall. 


Concrete driveway and front entrance stairs 
repaired. Lockers repaired. Interior painting 
performed in entrance lobby, stair hall from 
basement to mezzanine floor; also custodian’s 
office and Board of Health office. Major repairs 
were made to swimming pool. New heating 
element in S. P. heater and filter rechanged. 


Charlestown Municipal Building. 
This building was condemned by the Building 
Department as unsafe. Leaks under shower 
compartments and outside of the shower com- 
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partments had leaked through and caused the 
wooden floor timber to rot, so extensively that 
it was necessary to remove all timbers and re- 
place with new timber. Additional engineering 
work was ordered by the Building Department 
and completed by this department. 

This condition was remedied by copper-panning 
entire shower room and renovating plumbing 
to properly drain water. New shower lockers 
were installed, together with new floors. Plas- 
tering. and painting completed this renovation. 


North Mortuary. 

For over 40 years the office of Medical Ex- 
aminer for Suffolk County had been housed in 
274 Boylston street. This building has been 
razed and Medical Examiner ordered to vacate. 

The Medical Examiner, Dr. Brickley, urged 
that proper quarters be constructed by ex- 
tensive remodeling of adjoining building to 
present North Grove Mortuary. | 

This remodeling and renovating was extensive, 
including installation, new steel and concrete 
stairway, alterations to custodian’s office, new 
Medical Examiner’s office, work space, and 
lavatory. Also repairs to skylight were made and 
to new roof, new asphalt floor, general painting. 
Repairs and extensions to plumbing, heating, 
and electric system. 

An appropriation of $20,000 was expended 
without fully completing this work. An addi- 
tional $5,000 will be required to complete this 
work. 

This work when completed will enable the 
Medical Examiner and Mortuary to be housed 
in our building. It will save rentals estimated 
at about $5,000 a year. It will provide clean, 
decent quarters for the public to do business 
with the Medical Examiner’s office. It will 
provide a convenient, easy access to quarters 
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which are up one short flight of stairs, rather 
than the three flights formerly at 274 Boylston 
street. 


City Hall Annex. 


On May 2, 1947, this department received 
from the Building Commissioner a communica- 
tion saying the statues in front of City Hall 
were dangerous and should be removed. My 
attention was also called to masonry belt course. 
It was suggested that repointing, and in some 
cases remaring and relay of stone masonry was 
ereatly needed. It was further suggested that 
an examination of all lintels be made. As a 
result of this communication, together with a 
report by the Steward Associates, Inc., this 
department took down the statues in front of 
City Hall Annex and started an investigation 
of the condition of the stone masonry. In con- 
junction with the Building Department, a condi- 
tion was found that was much worse than at 
first thought. All of the front parapet wall, 
both brick and masonry, had to be removed 
and relaid. This work was extended about 10 
feet on each side of entire building, and about 
four bays of windows on each side were pointed 
and painted. The entire back of Annex is 
pointed and painted. New windows and frames 
were needed and have been installed. The fire 
escape was repaired and painted. There is 
approximately two thirds of building to be 
pointed and painted; about nine bays of windows 
on each side. 

As a result of re-establishing the heating plant 
in the Annex for the furnishing of heat in City 
Hall, City Hall Annex, and Kirstein Branch 
Library, instead of purchasing steam from the 
Edison Company for heating purposes, together 
with the purchasing of electric current require- 
ments of the Annex and City Hall Buildings, 
a definite saving has been made of $13,000. 
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In addition to the 1947 budget items submitted 
for your approval, the following emergency 
items are considered renovations and alterations 
outside of regular maintenance and special appro- 
priations and were requested for same in the 
following amounts: 

The last three Building Commissioners are on 
record as urging major repairs on City Hall 
Annex. A major part of this work has been 
done but, due to lack of appropriations sufficient 
to complete this work, it has not been completed. 
It will require approximately $50,000 to complete 
this project. 

City Hall. 


The entire building needs fire escapes and 
connecting balconies, as well as communicating 
doors between various offices. This type of 
building is of obsolete construction for use as a 
public building and requires ample egress. It 
is urgently requested that a special appropriation 
be made in order to comply with present Build- 
ing Laws in the amount of $60,000. 


Oak and Tyler Street Building and J. J. 
Williams Building. 


Last year your Honor met with the Library 
Trustees and they pointed out the necessity of 
housing a library at Oak and Tyler Street Build- 
ing for adults’ and especially for children’s use. 
Upon investigation with trustees, it was found 
impossible to house such a library and the present 
book distribution center both at Oak and Tyler 
Street Building. In order to give library facilities 
to the Oak and Tyler Street Building, of which 
they have been deprived for years, it was neces- 
sary to move book distribution center to the 
Archbishop J. J. Williams Building. To make 
the required changes in this latter building, 
it is estimated that $20,000 will be needed. 
This change has been practically completed, 
and when book center moves to the J. J. Williams 
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Building it will require approximately $10,000 
to renovate and remodel the Oak and Tyler 
Street Building for library purposes. 


Quincy Market. 


A proposed change in the plumbing in the 
Quincy Market is estimated at $35,000. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT — Upon the 
request of this department and with the 
approval of your Honor the Mayor, the City 
Council made an appropriation for $2,000,000 
for the construction and reconstruction of streets. 
All sections of the city benefited by the work 
that was done, and the program which we have 
started will be continued in 1948. 

The larger number of the contracts which 
were awarded were completed, and on several 
the work had to be suspended because of the 
approach of cold weather. This work will be 
resumed as soon as weather conditions permit, 
in the spring. . 

The matter of expediting traffic on our main 
highways has been given considerable attention, 
and many improvements have been made by 
cutting down wide sidewalks and widening 
the roadways, thereby permitting an easier 
flow of traffic. Among the improvements of 
this nature was the reconstruction of Summer 
street at the South Station, from Atlantic 
avenue to Dorchester avenue, where the side- 
walks were narrowed, and with the cooperation 
of the Metropolitan Transit Authority a new 
loading area for street cars was provided. This 
will help considerably in alleviating a traffic 
hazard at this important point. | 

Another notable improvement was_ the 
reconstruction of Columbus avenue. Some 
sections of this street have been completed 
and the installation of a center divisional island 
has helped very much in improving traffic 
conditions. Another section of this street is 
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now under contract for similar treatment, 
namely, from Northampton street in town to 
Arlington street. Columbus avenue is a direct 
route in and out of Boston, from Park square 
to Egleston square, in Roxbury, and the 
improvement thus brought about will aid traffic 
entering and leaving the city in this section. 

The surfaces of many of our streets in all 
sections of the city have become worn through 
use, but their condition was such that a com- 
plete reconstruction of the roadways was not 
necessary. This year, for the first time in 
many years, we adopted a program of laying 
a seal coat on top of the existing surface, which 
will extend the life of these streets for a period 
of eight or ten years. The program which 
has been set up will be continued in 1948, so 
that macadam streets will be given a renewal 
of life periodically. . 

During the year this department has installed 
thousands of yards of asphalt sidewalks. From 
an economical point of view, it was to the city’s 
advantage to do this work because of the 
prohibitive cost of laying concrete sidewalks. 
This type of sidewalk, usually called black 
top, is equal in all respects to concrete, and a 
suitable wearing surface will be provided for 
years of use. 

Due to war conditions, it was not possible for 
the department to replace completely concrete 
sidewalks where openings had been made by the 
Water Division for installations and repairs. 
This year we have concentrated on the matter 
of permanently replacing these sidewalk 
openings, and the results attained have been 


gratifying, with the result that, in a good many | 


cases, the city has saved itself from possible 
suits because of personal injuries received. 

The wooden surfaces on many of our draw- 
bridges have through the course of years outlived 
their usefulness, and a new program of replacing 
the wooden bridge decking with asphalt has 
been inaugurated. This asphalt will require 
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less maintenance than the wooden surface, and 
the life of the roadway will thereby be prolonged 
for many years. 


On many of our bridges the wooden curbings 
installed for years have become dilapidated and 
unsightly in appearance. As fast as we can do 
this we are removing these curbings and install- 
ing modern concrete curbs, in accordance with 
a design prepared in this department. This new 
type of curb is substantial, and not only will it 
add to the appearance of our bridges, but will 
assist materially in reducing accidents and 
calamities on our bridges. 


The garage facilities of this department have 
been modernized, and our equipment for the 
purpose of making repairs is second to none 
in the country. Thousands of dollars have 
been saved to the city in work done in our 
own shop, and these savings have been 
accomplished without any increase in personnel. 


With the money made available by your 
Honor in the so-called Equipment Loan, all 
mobile equipment of the Public Works Depart- 
ment has been renewed. Many new units have 
been received and are already in service, and 
many are now on their way and about to be 
delivered. When this program is consummated, 
the Public Works Department will have been 
completely outfitted with automotive units. 


Plastic globes have been developed for street 
lighting purposes. In many sections of the city 
the cost of replacing broken glass globes was 
increasing to such heights that 1t was becoming 
difficult for the department to keep up with the 
demand for replacements. New plastic globes 
have been installed in many locations and their 
services have been entirely satisfactory, with a 
reduction reflected in maintenance costs. 


It has long been the opinion of this department 
that incinerators should be constructed in various 
locations where dumps were objected to or other- 
wise unavailable. 
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All our attempts to obtain dump locations 
were strenuously resisted in each locality. Plans 
and specifications were prepared for the construc- 
tion of an incinerator and, although a suitable site 
was selected and funds were provided, the project 
was abandoned because of zoning restrictions. 
The funds for an incinerator are still available, 
and these plans and specifications that were pre- 
pared have been so drawn that they can be used 
at any location selected. 

We are still hopefully seeking locations in all 
districts of the city for incinerators, as well as 
sites for sanitary fills, which will obviate the 
usual objections to common dumps. 

For many years the department has been 
confronted with a problem in the South End. 
This relates to the disposal of rubbish, par- 
ticularly from the rooming house sections. No 
facilities were available for disposing of small 
bundles of rubbish, with the result that in many 
cases they were deposited in the streets and in 
the alleys of that section. We have made a 
start on correcting and improving the conditions 
in the South End by the installation of boxes, so 
placed as to be easily accessible for the deposit 
of rubbish. The improvement shown has justi- 
fied the action of the city in making these 
installations. 

Another problem that has faced the depart- 
ment for years is the condition existing in the 
market district, following the close of business 
on Saturday nights. Rubbish was thrown into 
the streets indiscriminately, and it was only with 
great expense and effort that this department 
was able to clean up the conditions which existed. 
We have made much progress along this line, 
and I am pleased to state that at the present 


time conditions in the market district are better - 


than they ever were before. 
The flow of traffic through the Sumner Tunnel 
has continued without letup, and this year it is 
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expected that the revenue received from tolls 
will show an excess of approximately $500,000 
over expenditures. 

The Water Division has continued to exert 
every effort possible to bring in revenue for the 
use of water, and from present indications the 
department will wind up the year with a surplus 
of receipts over expenditures of close to a million 
dollars. This is a very creditable record and 
reflects the activities of the Water Division. 

There has been put into effect in the Public 
Works Department a requirement that all new 
employees entering the service of the department 
must have a physical examination by the depart- 
ment doctor and must have an X ray made of 
their chests at the City Hospital. The purpose 
of this is to insure that men entering our employ 
are not incapacitated from doing the work which 
they will be required to do. These examinations 
have revealed that the condition of several indi- 
viduals was such that their employment with 
this department would not be desirable, and the 
results obtained by this new requirement have 
been very satisfactory in all respects. 

Beginning with the first of the coming year, a 
new contract district will be established in the 
section of Roxbury and the South End approxi- 
mately from Roxbury Crossing to Massachusetts 
avenue. One of the terms of the contract is that 
collections are to be made twice a week. At the 
present time, at least two collections a week are 
being made in the sections of the city where the 
service is still rendered by city employees. 


REAL ESTATE COMMISSIONERS — The Board 
of Real Estate Commissioners was established 
by an act of the Legislature, chapter 434 of the 
Acts of 1943. The Board of Real Estate Com- 
missioners consists of the City Treasurer, the 
Chairman of the Planning Board, ea officiis, and 
three other persons appointed by the Mayor 


108 


City DocuMENT No. lI. 


whose term of appointment is for three years; 
the chairman being designated by the Mayor 
from the appointive members. The Chairman 
of the Board of Real Estate Commissioners is 
the executive head. The duties are many and 
varied: passing on properties acquired, to decide 
whether they should be sold, leased, or held for 
future use by the city. 

For the year 1947, your Committee on Fore- 
closed Real Estate held meetings weekly in 
order to expedite the sale of properties so that 
these properties, in addition to bringing in 
revenue to the city, were also placed back on 
the tax rolls and are now being assessed to the 
new owners. ‘The sales of property from Janu- 
ary, 1947, to December, 1947, are as follows: 
vacant land, 268 parcels; land with buildings, 
101 parcels; making a total of 369 parcels of 
land and buildings sold in 1947. This was the 
largest number of parcels sold in any one year 
since the establishment of the department. The 
selling price was $348,475. The revenue pro- 
duced was not as great as in 1946 due to the 
fact that there were no large intown properties 
sold, as these had all been disposed of in 1946. 
In addition to the sales heretofore mentioned, 
eight small parcels of land were taken by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for betterment 
purposes, for which the city received $2,750, 
approximately the assessed value. The settle- 
ment was negotiated by the Chairman of your 
Board direct with the representative ‘of the 
Commonwealth. 

A request was made during the year by the 
Boston Housing Authority for various parcels of 
land for veterans’ housing purposes which the 
city owned, title having been acquired by fore- 
closure through the Land Court. 

The budget as approved for operating the 
department in 1947 was $112,790.56 and ex- 
penditures $56,410.15. It is with pleasure that 
I report a substantial amount of the budget 
allotment will remain unexpended for the year 
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1947. You will find attached hereto a summary 
of figures of the activities of the Board of Real 
Estate Commissioners. 

The Legislature placed the responsibility of 
establishing off-street parking facilities with 
the Board of Real Estate Commissioners. Due 
to delays which were not within the control of 
the Board, this program was late in getting 
started. We have made progress by acquiring 
three sites in Boston Proper: 

Federal street, Federal court, and Devon- 
shire street, Boston; 
Franklin street, Pearl street, Wendell street, 
and Hartford street, Boston; 
Lincoln street, Essex street, and Columbia 
street, Boston, 
which were taken by eminent domain. After 
the removal of the tenants from the various 
buildings, contracts were given out for the 
demolition, clearing, and the leveling of the said 
areas to various contractors who bid for the 
work, and in each case the bids were awarded 
to the lowest bidder. The work of demolition 
is progressing, and these areas will be available 
for rental within a very short period of time. 
The Board wishes to report that it negotiated a 
settlement of two parcels of property involved 
in the taking and was able to acquire them at a 
figure which was approximately 63 per cent of 
the assessed value. 


SUMMARY TOTAL. 
Budget Appropriation. Expenditures. 


20457 or eS 242.255)' 00 $210,777 00 
1046 ian preiteer rss . -%. 200,000 00 89,292 02 
or 2 ee ae 112,790 56 56,410 15 


Income for 1948. 


Sales of Property ‘ ini: : $348,475 00 
From the Commonwealth : : 2,750 00 
From the U. 8. Government . 14,500 00 

Rental Income and Miscellaneous . : 99,169 37 


$464,894 37 
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Number of parcels sold at public auction. _. 369 
Number of new parcels received from Law Depart- 

ment 315 
Number of parcels taken by Commonwealth of 


Massachusetts 8 
Number of parcels turned over to city departments, 1 
Number of parcels to be used by Pe Ant oon 129 
Number of parcels redeemed 9 


REGISTRY DEPARTMENT — In considering this 


report, it will be necessary to keep in mind 
certain conditions which have a direct effect on 
the operations and progress of a department of 
the nature of the Registry Department. 

During the year, temporary changes in policy 
which were deemed to be economical, but which 
did in fact impair the efficiency and progress 
of the department with the resultant break- 
down in the number of records processed, 
greatly lessened the degree of accomplishment 
which we would have enjoyed had the policies 
of the present Mayor been permitted to continue. 

Because of the aforementioned conditions, 
there was a loss over a five-month period of 13 
employees. The discontinuance of the work 
accomplished by these 138 employees could only 
be reflected in permitting a backlog of work to 
pyramid. 

The other factors to be borne in mind are the 
inauguration of the five-day week with the 
resultant loss of 120 man hours of work per 
week, and is represented in the loss of some 
2,000 documents processed per week, or approxi- 
mately 40,000 records, for which a backlog was 
created in this short period of time. 

The increased public consciousness and use 
of the birth, death, and marriage certificates 
for legal purposes in connection with pensions, 
transfer of war bonds, welfare, insurance, auto- 
mobile claims, school records, working certifi- 
cates, passports, employment, and for its di- 
verse uses, have imposed upon this depart- 
ment a heavy, constant work load. This con- 
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dition, coupled with the fact that there were a 
greater number of births than in any previous 
year in the city’s history, and a near record in 
the number of marriages, exceeded only by 
those in the previous year, 1946, and deaths fol- 
lowing the same trend, made for a condition 
whereby we were obliged to process these records 
to satisfy the requirements of statute, and to 
make permanent records for use in_ this 
department. 

Notwithstanding these negative conditions, 
the department has processed all documents 
received in the department in all categories, 
namely, births, deaths, and marriages, to a 
point where there exists only a six-months’ 
backlog of work as compared with a condition 
whereby there existed a six-to-seven-year back- 
log, at the time I was appointed City Registrar. 

In addition to processing these documents, 
there were compiled two single yearly indices 
of births for the years 1943 and 1944, which 
brings this record to a point where it is now 
three years behind, as contrasted with the con- 
dition which permitted this book to be pro- 
cessed once in five years, or to be five years 
behind. We anticipate that, with your ap- 
proval, a consolidation will be made for a five- 
year period, as is customary of the birth, mar- 
riage, and death records of this department, 
next year, and that at the same time two more 
single yearly indices will be compiled and 
printed, which will bring this record to a point 
where it is as current as is possible to achieve 
under the system of recording used in the 
department. 


The department received and replied to re- 
quests for certificates on an average of some 
500 letters per week; the number of records for 
which certified copies and abstracts are re- 
quested number some 40,000. In addition, 
there were approximately 20,000 people in 1947 
who appeared in person at the marriage counter 
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for the purpose of filing intentions for marriage, 
and the same number who sought marriage li- 
censes. Also, some 50,000 persons who appear 
in person for abstracts or certified copies of 
birth, death, or marriage records over the 
counter, for a total of some 180,000 requests 
for documents which are made over the counter 
or through the mails. The replies to mail re- 
quests are processed the day received, as con- 
trasted to a condition which existed whereby 
some three months’ requests were piled up upon 
my assuming office. 

With the receipt in this department of some 
9.000 marriage records, 11,000 death records, 
and some 23,000 birth records for the year 
1947, this department is required to type from 
the origina] roughly 44,000 records for trans- 
mission to the office of the Secretary of State, 
as required by Jaw, and approximately 25 per 
cent of this number, or 11,000, which are trans- 
mitted to city and town clerks; also to type 
23,000 birth verification slips, which are mailed 
to the parents on the birth of a child, and an 
equal number to send to the Health Depart- 
ment for their records, and, to complete the 
recording, to type 44,000 permanent records on 
large sheets which are bound for use in this 
office, or a total of 175,000 records which must 
be typed and proofread by the personnel of this 
department. 

Under these circumstances, and where the 
accomplishment of any one typist is measured 
to the processing of some 80 documents a day, 
and where the direct contact with the public 
must be maintained through lunch periods, with 
the result that cashier and counter clerks must 
be substituted for by assigned typists, resulting 
in the loss of an additional hour a day in per- 
forming this function, we can modestly feel that 
considerable accomplishment and progress has 
been realized when the over-all workload is duly 
considered. 
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This department processes 27 per cent of all 
records processed in the state. In the matter 
of revenue, because of a condition whereby we 
charge as high a fee as all states and 50 cents 
more than most states, and because the require- 
ments of statute make it mandatory that a fee 
be waived in matters pertaining to veterans and 
any claim they may have against the govern- 
ment, I sincerely regret that I cannot recommend 
any means of increasing the revenue of this de- 
partment. We have realized a revenue of some 
$63,400, an increase of $811 over last year — this 
notwithstanding the fact that there has been a 
reduction in the number of marriage licenses 
issued of some 2,400, with the loss of some 
¢4 800 from this source, or an increase of $5,611 
received on the issuance of certified copies of 


records. 

I feel that with an adequate number in capable 
personnel it may be possible in the ensuing year 
to restore the department to a point where all 
operations can be maintained on a current 


basis. 

In conclusion, I wish to point out that there 
are 34 operations in the department, some of 
which require the services of two clerks or 
typists to maintain a current workload in the 
department. It therefore becomes a physical 
impossibility under these circumstances to main- 
tain the current workload and at the same time 
catch up on a backlog which was permitted to 
accumulate in staggering proportions without the 
assignment of a normal complement of 41 or 
more employees, when it is considered that a 
ereat number of employees within this depart- 
ment are entitled to a month’s leave for vaca- 
tion, and the continual rendering of public 
services of the counter during lunch periods 
requires substitution of some eight or nine 
employees for a period of an hour a day, in 
addition to bona fide cases of illness and the 
resultant absence from work. This recommen- 
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dation must be considered if the functions of the 
department are not to be seriously impaired. 


STATISTICS DEPARTMENT —I wish to state 
that conditions, as they exist at the present time, 
are greatly improved since I took over from the 
last administration. 


History of the Department. 


This department, established in 1897, is in 
charge of a board of five trustees, whose duty it 
is to collect, compile, and publish such statistics 
relating to the City of Boston, and such statistics 
of other cities for the purpose of comparison, 
as they may deem of public importance; also 
to compile and furnish such other statistical 
information as may be required by the Mayor 
or City Council. 

Under proper administrative leadership and 
efficient management in this important branch 
of the city government, steady progress has 
been made, and the office has taken on the 
appearance of an up-to-date progressive Statis- 
tical Department. 

As defined by the board of trustees, the 
routine work includes information service on 
historical, geographical, political, and popula- 
tion facts about Boston and the personnel and 
accomplishments of present and past municipal 
administrations; modern foreign language trans- 
lations; exchange of public documents with 
municipal, state, federal, and foreign govern- 
ments; and a newspaper clipping service of all 
the Boston papers. 

The Statistics Department has _ published 
annually since 1898 the Boston Municipal 
Register. Special publications have ranged 
from the Handbook of Boston Statistics to the 
Boston Year Book of 511 pages. 

The City Record, ‘“ Official Chronicle of Boston 
Municipal Affairs, ” ig published weekly by the 
board of trustees, under the direction of the 
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Mayor, in accordance with legislative act and 
city ordinance. The editor and associate editor 
are appointed by the Mayor. 

In his capacity as business agent of the City 
Record, the secretary of the board of trustees of 
the Statistics Department has charge of all 
business details of the City Record and has been 
most helpful to me in the conduct of the office. 


Personnel. 

The personnel of the statistical department 
includes a permanent chairman, secretary, three 
clerk-stenographers, and the archivist, perma- 
nent employees whose salaries are outlined under 
the designation of A-1 on the budget sheets. 


Explanation of Duties. 

The duties of the personnel are clearly in- 
dicated by their titles. For example — the 
chairman of the board of trustees directs the 
administrative work of the department and 
supervises the work of the personnel. The 
secretary acts as assistant to the chairman, 
directs the work of the personnel, has direct 
supervision of research work, and supervises 
the business affairs of the City Record. The 
stenographer-clerks perform the work of the 
department indicated by their titles and are 
responsible in part for maintaining the business 
records of the department currently. The 
archivist performs such research work as is 
assigned to her by the chairman. ‘The entire 
staff works on the preparation of the daily clip- 
ping service for the Mayor’s office, City Council, 
and other municipal departments for whatever 
statistical and research data they require from 
time to time. 


City Record Personnel. 
The personnel of the City Record, which is 
published under the supervision of the Statistics 
Department, includes an editor and an associate 
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editor and business agent. The secretary of 
the Statistics Department serves as business 
agent of the City Record. 
Permanent: The Editor, Associate Editor, 
and Business Agent. 


Explanation of Duties. 


The duties of the personnel are those indicated 
by their titles. The editor receives and prepares 
copy of the weekly publication of the City Record.. 
The associate editor assists the editor in the 
preparation of makeup and checking of copy 
for insertion in the City Record. The business 
agent has the general supervision and care of 
the subscription list of the City Record and all 
financial matters pertaining to the City Record; 
supervision of advertising rates, subscription, 
and cash sales of the City Record. The business 
agent deposits every two weeks such currency 
and checks as received in payment for subscrip- 
tions to the City Record. 


Trustees. 

The trustees of the department are the chair- 
man, William J. Campbell, term ending April 30, 
1951; Robert Dysart, term ending April 30, 
1949; Cornelius J. Murphy (in Naval Service), 
term ending April 30, 1950. At the present time, 
there are two vacancies on the Board of Trustees, 
with terms ending April 30, 1947, and April 30, 
1948, respectively. For obvious reasons, it is 
suggested that these two vacancies be filled at 
an early date. 


Observations Regarding Future of the Statistical 
Department. 


New articles should be written by the heads 
of the departments and submitted to the chair- 
man of the board of trustees, to attract the 
interest of our citizens. The value of its com- 
mercial and manufacturing business can be 
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stimulated and their interest fomented by cre- 
ative articles that will help business in starting 
new enterprises in a city of unquestioned ad- 
vantages and exceptional opportunities. 

Compilation should be made not only of all 
information that pertains to the business of the 
City of Boston, but all matters of interest that 
concern the entire country, which will provide 
information not only to present but future 
generations. 

Inquiries from world-wide sources for in- 
dustrial and commercial information as well 
as historical data should be made. 

After having obtained the approval of the 
Fire Department, I have arranged to have all back 
number newspapers, periodicals, and other items 
made accessible on the sixth floor storage room, 
having due regard for fire prevention, so that all 
risks have been reduced to a minimum, and 
due notice has been given to keep all inflammable 
material away from the steam pipes. Employees 
are not to smoke in this area under any circum- 
stances. 


STREET LAYING-OUT DEPARTMENT — A 
summary of the activities in the Street Laying- 
Out Department for the year 1947, showing 
comparisons to the year 1946, and the year 
previous to your present administration, 1945. 


Assessment Division. 


In the Assessment Division, prior to your 
present administration, the city had been receiv- 
ing approximately only 20 per cent of the cost 
of construction of streets and sewers. At the 
present time, and since the early part of 1946, 
assessments have been increased on these partic- 
ular types of improvements to 50 per cent of 
the cost of construction, thereby bringing into 
the city treasury, through the Collector’s office, 
30 per cent more income than was being received 
prior to 1946. For example, during the year 
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1947, approximately 24 streets were ordered 
constructed at an estimated cost of $248,728, 
of which an estimated benefit of $121,272 was 
assessed against the properties benefited. 

In view of the fact that assessments are not 
ordinarily levied until six months after a street 
or sewer has been constructed, and secondly, 
due to the fact that the Public Works Depart- 
ment has two years in which to complete this 
type of work after an order has been passed by 
this Board, it is difficult to submit any figures 
as to the increase in income at this particular 
time, as many of the streets ordered constructed 
the early part of 1946 have been completed only 
recently and others will not be completed until 
the early part of 1948— actual bills will not be 
sent out to property owners until March or 
April of 1948 for work completed the latter 
part of 1947 on orders passed by this Board 
the early part of 1946. | 

As you probably are aware, this department 
is not credited with the income received from 
assessments levied on the above-mentioned im- 
provements as payments are forwarded direct 
to the Collector’s office and are applied toward 
the cost of construction as estimated by the 
Public Works Department. 

In the matter of municipal lien certificates, 
the greater part of the work in compiling this 
information for surveyors, attorneys, etc., is 
performed by employees of this division but in 
so far as revenue is concerned, it is nil. During 
1947, for instance, approximately 2,500 appli- 
cations for municipal lien information were 
received by this division upon which no revenue 
was credited to this department, but, at a fee 
of $2.50 each, the sum of approximately $6,200 
was realized by the Collector’s office. 


Engineering Division. 
The regular work of the Engineering Division 
for the year 1947, including surveys, plans and 
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profiles for grades, and assessment plans for 
laying out and constructing streets, covered 
about two and one-third miles; surveys and plans 
were made for the taking of land for sewer 
easements; surveys and plans were made for the 
taking of other lands for the Sewer Department, 
Park Department and Fire Department; staking 
out catch-basins and points for the construction 
of streets for the Highway Division, plans for 
the School Department, plans for the discon- 
tinuance of streets, examination and approval 
of Land Court plans for the Law Department, 
and surveys and plans for the transfer of lands 
by the Real Estate Commission have been com- 
pleted. 

In addition to the above, other engineering 
work included surveys and plans for the taking 
of three sites for off-street parking facilities for 
the Real Estate Commission; the examination 
and approval of plans covering about 40,000 
linear feet of new conduits and pipe lines for 
the various utility companies; surveys, contour 
and grade plans for various departments con- 
templating new building construction; furnishing 
information concerning streets and grades to 
private surveyors and architects; the calculation 
of the longitude and latitude of various locations 
for different radio companies; staking out bound- 
ary lines for the construction of fences by the 
Boston Housing Authority, and surveys and 
plans for the taking by eminent domain of 
the property known as Sargent’s Wharf. 

The greater part of this work is performed 
at no direct cost to the applicant but indirectly, 
after construction is completed, the city will 
benefit through tax assessments on new prop- 
erties located here. | 

Other office work in this division included 
the making of blueprints, white and black prints 
and ozalid prints for other city departments. 
In addition, approximately 25,000 photo copies 
of originals for various departments were com- 
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pleted which, if made by outside or commercial 
firms, would have cost the city at least $7,500. 
In addition to the saving involved, the almost 
immediate delivery of the photo copies has 
been of especial value to the departments making 
the requests. 

During 1947, an amendment to section 10, 
chapter 393 of the Acts of 1906, relative to 
the opening of streets to public travel by persons 
who intend to develop certain tracts of land 
was enacted by the Legislature. Previous to 
this time, the city has paid out, on an average, 
approximately $15,000 each year for grade 
damage claims — probably totaling more than 
$225,000. (This does not include land-takings.) 
In accordance with this amendment, the Board 
now has the power to withhold approval of 
proposed plans until ways are constructed ac- 
cording to the plan submitted and to its satis-. 
faction. 

During 1948, in addition to our regular work 
which follows the same pattern year after year, 
our engineers will make plans for the following 
proposed public improvements: 


Widening and construction of Dorchester 
avenue, from Old Colony avenue to Fort 
Point Channel. 

Extension of Somerset street, from Howard 
street to Cambridge street. 

Widening and extension of Leverett street, 
from Charles street to Cambridge street, at 
Bowdoin square. 

Widening of Merrimac street, from Cause- 
way street to Haymarket square. 

Extension of Cross street, from Mercantile 
street to Atlantic avenue, at Broad street. 

Widening of Albany street, from Kneeland 
street to Broadway. ; 

Filling in of Fort Point Channel, South Bay 
and the Roxbury Canal, from Dorchester 
avenue to Massachusetts avenue. 

Extension of Belgrade avenue, Roslindale. 
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Separation of grades at the junction of Blue 
Hill avenue and Morton street. 


As soon as weather permits, survey parties 
will be assigned to this proposed work. ‘These 
proposed improvements are in line with your 
program for the necessary relief of traffic, and 
when accomplished should prove most valuable 
to the city from the standpoint of new life and 
new business in the districts which will be 
benefited. 

Legislation has been proposed concerning the 
maintenance of so-called private ways which, if 
enacted, will eliminate damage awards and com- 
pel owners of private ways to pay for street 
repairs when requested. The enactment of this 
legislation will not only save the city a great deal 
of expense but it will enable us to push impor- 
tant work to a greater extent than would other- 
wise be possible. | 


Permit Division. 

The operations of the Permit Division for the 
year 1947 were most satisfactory in that the 
income for the year 1947 shows a substantial 
increase over the year 1946, with no general 
increase in license fees. This accomplishment 
was due to a concentration of effort on the part 
of employees in bringing delinquent accounts up 
to date, enforcing the regulations of the division 
and installing a system of collecting fees which, 
prior to 1946, was not even a system but a 
mystery. 

This division secures revenue from the fol- 
lowing sources: : 


Blueprints Garages 
Explosives Signs 
Parking spaces 


During the year 1947 this division received a 
total revenue of $92,818, as against $79,490.15 
for the year 1946, and $64,915.03 for the year 
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1945. This shows a net gain in income over the 
year 1946 of $13,327.85, and a net gain over the 
year 1945 of $27,902.97. This is a 42 per cent 
increase in fee collections in this division alone 
since you took office in 1946. 


Sidewalk License Division. 


The main source of revenue of this division 
is derived from licenses issued to sidewalk ven- 
dors of foods and commodities, which shows 
revenue received for the year 1947 in the amount 
of $26,150, as against revenue for the year 1946 
of $25,030, and for the year 1945, $20,010. 
This shows a net gain in income over the year 
1946 of $1,120, and a net gain over the year 1945 
of $6,140. 

At your suggestion, a Survey was made 
throughout the city of all holders of sidewalk 
licenses, and, in many cases, where business 
returns warranted an increase in fees, this Board 
acted accordingly, thereby increasing revenue 
30 per cent over the income received by this 
division in 1945, without creating any ill will 
on the part of said licensees. During the year 
1948 another survey is to be conducted and, if 
business continues on an upward trend, it is the 
intention of the Board to raise fees in line with 
the amount of business received by those priv- 
ileged to utilize the sidewalks for commercial 
purposes. 

Rentals. 

Rentals received this year, 1947, including 
the operation of the Canal Street property, 
amounted to $13,962.56, as against $9,789.28 
for the year 1946, and $7,087.93 for the year 
1945, showing a net gain in income over the year 
1946 of $4,173.28, and a net gain over the year 
1945 of $6,874.63, an increase of 96 per cent in 
income on rentals over the year 1945 — this 
does not include the proceeds received from the 
sale of property located on Commercial street, 
which was sold the early part of 1947 for $5,000. 


Division 
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Summary. 


I submit herewith a recapitulation of the facts 
and figures as set forth in order that you may 
see, at a glance, just what has been done in this 
department in the matter of revenue previous to 
your taking office up to the present time. 


Per Cent 
Increase 
over 1945, 


Increase 
over 1946. 


Increase 


1947. over 1945. 





1945. 1946. 














erate ati eas $64,915 03] $79,490 15) $92,818 00} $13,327 85) $27,902 97 42% 


Sidewalk license...} 20,010 00} 25,030 00} 26,150 00} 1,120 00} 6,140 00 30% 


Rentals 


Sistaieta v5 0 3 7,087 93 9,789 28) 13,962 56] . 4,173 28) 6,874 63 96% 


Sale of Commercial 
street land.... — — 5,000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 —_— 


—— | | | | | 


Totale sce es. < $92,012 96] $114,309 43) $137,930 56] $23,621 13] $45,917 60 50% 


It is interesting to note from the above figures 
that the income from all sources in this depart- 
ment has increased: since 1945 in the amount 
of $45,917.60, or 50 per cent, and shows an 
increase over the year 1946 in the amount of 
$23,621.13. 


In view of the Council’s action in approving 
our recommendations for increases in certain 
fees, it is estimated that we should receive an 
estimated $28,000 additional income during the 
year 1948. 


If this department received credit, from a 
financial standpoint, for work performed for 
other city departments, such as fees for municipal 
lien certificates for the City Collector’s office, the 
making of plans, surveys, etc., for various other 
city departments, the compiling of estimated 
benefits assessed against property owners for the 
construction of streets and sewers, the granting 
of permits for the barricading of sidewalks for 
construction purposes, and the utilization of coal 
vaults under the sidewalk, for which the Public 
Works Department receives a fee in each case, we 
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would not only live within our budget require- 
ments but would show a substantial surplus at 
the end of each year. 

I believe you will agree that a special effort has 
been made by this department to comply with 
your wishes to increase revenue wherever pos- 
sible in order that the burden on real estate 
might be lessened. It is our desire to work with 
you at all times in the consummation of your 
plans in that Boston will still hold its place as 
the most forward-looking city in the world from 
the standpoints of management, efficiency, and 
good will. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT — The release of govern- 
ment control of prices during the current year of 
your administration resulted in an increased 
cost to the city of practically all items purchased 
for municipal use. 

To illustrate the above the following tabulation 
will serve to give you a general picture of the 
situation prevailing in January, 1947, and that 
of January, 1948: ? 

Hospital supplies (drugs, surgical instru- 
ments, gauze, etc.) show an advance of 
approximately 25 per cent. Some examples 
are: catgut — increase of 23 per cent; surgical 
instruments — increase of 25 per cent. 

Fuel (coal and fuel oil) shows an approximate 
advance of 64 per cent. Some examples are: 
soft coal — advance of $1.50 per ton; anthra- 
cite — decrease of $2.15 per ton; heavy fuel 
oil — increase of $1.53 per barrel; light fuel 
oil — increase of $2.90 per barrel. 

Building materials show an advance of 
approximately 10 per cent. Some examples 
are: spruce planking —increase of $8 per 
1,000 feet; cement — increase of 39 cents per 
barrel; bricks — increase of $1.50 per 1,000. 

Food supplies (flours, canned goods, soap, 
etc.) show an increase of approximately 15 per 
cent. Some examples are: soap — increase of 
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15 per cent; flour — increase of 16 per cent; 
groceries and canned goods — decrease of 15 
per cent. 

Hardware, electrical supplies, and plumbing 
supplies show a general increase of approxi- 
mately 30 per cent. Some examples are: 
plumbing supplies —increase of 35 per cent; 
electrical supplies — increase of 30 per cent; 
hardware supplies — increase of 25 per cent. 

Contracts aggregating approximately 
$1,000,000 have been executed by this 
department for the purchase of motor vehicle 
equipment, including approximately $635,000 
worth of fire-fighting equipment. It is general 
knowledge that the motor vehicle equipment 
situation at the start of your administration 
was in a deplorable state, particularly with 
regard to fire-fighting equipment, but the 
receipt during 1947 of a considerable number 
of pieces of motor vehicle equipment has 
alleviated this condition considerably. The 
delivery of practically all of the equipment 
ordered during 1946 and 1947 will result in 
the possession by the City of Boston of motor 
vehicle equipment of all types adequate for any 
city of comparable size. 


Supplementing information regarding food sup- 
plies, I would add that this department has 
effected considerable savings for the city by the 
purchase in large quantities of several items of 
food, now being held in cold storage, at prices 
much lower than present market prices. For 
example: 100,000 pounds of fowl, purchased at 
the price of 324 cents a pound, which at present 
market prices shows a saving of $4,500; 100,000 
pounds of beef, which at present market prices 
shows a saving of $2,000; butter, purchased at a 
price of 76 cents per pound — present market 
price, 93 cents per pound; lard, purchased at a 
price of 24% cents per pound — present market 
price, 32 cents per pound. 
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The Supply Department exerts every effort 
to secure advantages from the War Assets 
Administration, and, at this point, may I say 
that the administrations in Boston and Washing- 
ton have been extremely cooperative. - We have 
coordinated with the War Assets Administration 
in Washington to take advantage of all merchant 
marine ships that are decommissioned in Boston, 
so that the surplus food will be distributed to 
our institutions. 

We have purchased from the War Assets 
Administration approximately $75,000 worth of 
surplus consumer goods. This material has 
been purchased at an extremely low price in 
comparison with present market prices, and the 
materials so purchased have been unobtainable 
from regular sources of supply. For example: 
10,000 feet of fire hose at 16.2 cents per foot, 
which in the open market would cost approxi- 
mately 45 cents per foot; a White motor bus for 
the Health Department for use at a T.B. control 
unit, which cost the city $115, and an unbiased 
value on same would place the cost at $1,900. 
There is now an effort being made by various 
purchasing agents throughout the country to 
allow the War Assets Administration to give to 
states and municipalities municipal equipment 
in their possession at no cost. If this move is 
successful it will mean a tremendous saving 
to the city. 

I recommend that the Corporation Counsel 
be directed to draft such measures of legislation 
as will require that all purchases for every city 
department the maintenance of which is paid 
for out of the city treasury be made through the 
Supply Department of the City of Boston. 

I would call to the attention of city officials 
the increased cost to municipalities of practically 
all items used by the city, in order that any 
unnecessary supplies or equipment may be 
eliminated from their budget requests, as the 
increases shown above have a direct influence 
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on the tax rate and should be definitely con- 
sidered in the preparation of official budgets. 


TRANSIT DEPARTMENT — The activities of the 
department for the past year are as follows: 


Rapid Transit Facilities — East Boston District. 


During the year the Transit Department has 
been engaged in the work of subway excavation 
on the East Boston Rapid Transit Extension. 
Temporary sewer connections have been in- 
stalled on Chelsea, Gove, and Bremen streets. 
These will be replaced by permanent sewer 
connections to be enclosed within the new subway 
structure. 

Excavations are proceeding along Chelsea 
street toward the present subway as it extends 
from the Maverick Square Station. Digging 
will soon proceed further up Chelsea street 
where the deep cut will be pushed below houses 
on the easterly side of Chelsea street and the 
westerly side of Bremen street, thence under- 
neath the tracks of the Boston & Albany Rail- 
road and Porter street. It then comes to the 
surface on land belonging to the General Electric 
Company. . Then surface work swings in a 
northerly direction to the new Porter Station 
within the terrain of the Logan Airport. Work 
has now been started here and is progressing 
‘rapidly. 

The section of new subway from the termina- 
tion of the present subway on Chelsea street to 
the point where it rises from below the Boston & 
Albany tracks, while a minor part of the entire 
route, represents, nevertheless, perhaps one-half 
of the entire construction, and the most difficult. 

The department has completed the’ survey 
for the work. We have completed the plans 
for the underground section which is estimated 
to be as much as 40 per cent of the whole exten- 
sion. Preliminary plans are finished for the 
Porter Station on airport ground, for the station 
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at Day square, for the station at Orient Heights 
and for the service yard there. At the present 
time final plans for these stations are being 
drawn. 

Preparations on the ground constitute an 
important factor in the cost and efficiency of 
the whole work. We think these are adequate. 
While plans were in process extensive space was 
arranged for on the Boston & Albany tracks. 
Two great yards are now piled high with lumber 
to which additions are constantly being made. 
Such preparations include provision for medical 
examinations and emergencies, the acquisition 
of adjacent office space, suitable installation for 
our big compressor equipped with electric power, 
structures for the storage of tools and small 
equipment and for the convenience of employees. 


We have arranged for the service of a sufficient 
number of trucks and cranes, and have had 
delivered to us about three-quarters of the 
material already contracted for, including lumber 
and steel. | 

Authorization for Rapid Transit Facilities, 
Hast Boston District, with an appropriation of 
$8,500,000 is given by chapter 692 of the Acts 
of 1946, as amended by chapter 494 of the Acts 
of 1947. By this law the department is required 
to employ veterans as far as practicable. Em- 
ployees are appointed by requisition to the 
Civil Service Department. 


We started this project with a small but 
highly skilled staff of engineers and supervisors, 
and a well-qualified administrative personnel. 

A shortage of skilled help is widespread. 
Private concerns have been bidding for en- 
gineering services. This the Transit Department 
cannot do. But we have offered first-class 
conditions of employment, good pay and an 
opportunity to qualify for permanent positions. 
We have thus made satisfactory additions to 
both drafting room and field. 
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Traffic conditions on Chelsea and Bremen 
streets do not promote speed in the conduct of 
the work. In meeting traffic problems we have 
had the cooperation of the Traffic Commission. 
Considerable time has been spent in the exami- 
nation of buildings on Chelsea street and the 
reinforcement of foundations against possible 
damage from vibration. In this safety project 
we have been in frequent conference with the 
Building Department. | 


Other Projects. 


Under the Dorchester Rapid Transit Act of 
1923, and in conjunction with the converting 
of the Dorchester-Roxbury district to trackless 
trolleys, we have 95 per cent completed the 
plans for alterations at Fields Corner Station. 
This includes the regrading of the approaches 
from either end of the station, building of re- 
taining walls to accommodate the changes in 
grade, the rebuilding of one bridge and the 
remodeling of the superstructure at a cost esti- 
mated at $300,000. | 

At Ashmont Station the plans are 95 per cent 
completed for work similar to that already 
described at Fields Corner, only on a greater 
scale. The estimated cost of this work is 
$450,000. 

Under Dorchester Tunnel we are preparing 
plans for the remodeling of Andrew Station. 
This being a surface station, whereas Fields 
Corner and Ashmont are elevated stations, the 
cost of construction is much cheaper and esti- 
mated at about $15,000. 

At Shawmut Station, in the vicinity of Welles 
avenue, we have had erected by contract a pump 
chamber to take care of water found in this 
section. We have purchased pumps and have 
prepared a contract for the erection of these 
pumps. 

On the Tremont Street Subway alterations, 
Acts of 1924, we have completed a preliminary 
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survey from Park Street Station to Scollay 
square and Hanover street. This survey goes 
up Park street, along Beacon street, through 
Somerset street, through Howard street and to 
Hanover street. The plot of this plan has been 
completed and we are now ready, in conjunction 
with the Planning Board, to prepare a prelimi- 
nary plan for this new section which is vitally 
important to the improvement of traffic at 
Park Street Station. 


The 1945 Legislature authorized this De- 
partment to prepare plans and specifications for 
a $20,000,000 vehicular tunnel somewhat paral- 
leling the present Sumner Tunnel. To date we 
have most of the surveys completed and have 
Started preparation of the plans in connection 
with this work. 


Under the East Boston Tunnel alterations, 
Acts of 1924, we are preparing plans and speci- 
fications, which are 95 per cent completed, for 
the removal of the elevators in the Atlantic 
Avenue Station and replacing same with modern 
Stair-type escalators. This work will include 
the removal of the present building in the center 
of State street, at Atlantic avenue. It will 
entail the purchase and removal of two buildings 
on the northerly side of State street and the 
erection in their place of an entrance and exit 
building. These escalators are now being 
constructed. 


In the Washington Street lobby of the Dor- 
chester Tunnel we have completed: plans for 
an emergency exit. We are planning to build 
these alterations with our own forces, and at 
the present time they are erecting steel stairways 
for this exit. 

In connection with the construction of the 
new Jordan Marsh Building, the foundation of 
which will entirely surround our present under- 
ground structure, it has been necessary to keep 
a4 survey party in close connection with the 
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work of driving a 70-foot caisson 8 feet wide to 
check any possible settlement of our structure 
due to the pumping of water. 

During the past year, to a greater extent 
than ever before, the Transit Department has 
been called upon for consultations and informa- 
tion about subways, tunnels and rapid transit. 
Our office has been visited by delegations from 
Toronto and Montreal, as well as engineers 
from a dozen cities throughout the United States. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT — The report for this 
department is a report of progress. No difficulty 
was experienced in financing our obligations for 
the year, and all issues of bonds and notes were 
readily disposed of at very favorable rates of in- 
terest. Because of the downward trend of the 
bond market, we completed the major portion of 
our financing for permanent improvements early 
in the year. By issuing the debt at that time, 
we were able to take advantage of much more 
favorable interest rates than those prevailing © 
later in the year. 

Legislation was filed with the 1948 session of 
the General Court for permission to deposit City 
of Boston funds in New York City banks so that 
obligations of the city may be made payable in 
that city. If this legislation is approved, bonds 
and notes of the City of Boston will be more 
attractive to the investing public. 

A new procedure has been established during 
the year in the mailing of checks for interest on 
city debt where, by staggering the mailing dates, 
holders of City of Boston obligations, no matter 
where they reside, will receive their checks on 
the dates that the interest is payable. 

By obtaining adequate appropriations, new 
modern equipment was purchased and installed 
in the department to replace obsolete and out- 
moded machines. This has resulted in a 
standardization of check payments and has 
oreatly increased the efficiency of the office. 
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VETERANS’ GRAVES REGISTRATION — The 
following projects represent the major duties 
of this department: 

1. Rainsford Island Project: This project, 
under consideration by this department during 
1946, was finally completed this year. After 
due discussion concerning disposition of 79 
Civil War veterans buried on Rainsford, a 
decision was reached to abandon this cemetery. 
A fitting memorial honoring these heroes has 
been established on Long Island. 

2. Memorial Day Project: Each year this 
department lists the burial of veterans in the 
Boston cemeteries from May 1 to May 1. These 
lists, giving the date of death and the location 
of hundreds of graves, are sent to the various 
veterans’ organizations for their use in decorat- 
ing for Memorial Day. Complete military rec- 
ords are made and kept on file in this depart- 
ment. In addition to these records, those of 
all other veterans who die in Boston. and are 
buried in out of town cemeteries are kept here. 

3. Honor Roll Project: This project is near 
completion. The 2,565 names on this plaque 
listed by this department represent Boston’s 
World War II dead. There are stil] some iso- 
lated cases under investigation as to their 
status, as a result of which it is estimated about 
100 additional names will be added. A per- 
manent memorial is being contemplated to 
honor the World War II dead of Boston. 

4. Repatriation Project: This program actu- 
ally got started in November of this year, 
when the war dead of Boston began to arrive 
from overseas. Previous to this time, however, 
and still continuing are the many inquiries, by 
letter, by telephone, and by personal calls, all 
handled by this department. 

9. Running History World War II Project: 
To complete the report of this department, I 
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would mention the Running History of the 
Heroes of World War II, which is being written 
and will later be bound. | 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DEPARTMENT — 
This department is charged with the enforce- 
ment of chapters 94, 98, and 101 of the General 
Laws of Massachusetts, all relating to weights 
and measures. 

Your Honor’s approval of my recommenda- 
tion in 1946 to replace part of our fleet of trucks 
resulted in the delivery to the department of 
3 half-ton trucks and also a heavy capacity 
scale testing unit. The half-ton trucks have 
resulted in reliable transportation with a saving 
of lost time on account of constant repairs and a 
saving in excessive repair costs to this department. 

The heavy capacity scale testing unit has made 
it possible for the department to properly test 
this type of scale. Tests made by this truck have 
disclosed errors in scales and in some cases it was 
necessary to remove and overhaul the scale to 
correct conditions found. In some cases errors 
were found in favor of the dealer and in other 
cases in favor of the customer. When a test is 
completed now we know the scale is correct, 
with our previous equipment this was not 
possible. 

At the present time the department is awaiting 
the delivery of 4 half-ton trucks, the purchase 
of which was approved by your Honor during the 
past year. | 

With the improvement in transportation, the 
department will this year receive as fees for the 
testing and sealing of weighing and measuring 
equipment approximately $21,509, the highest 
amount in the history of the department. 

During the war years it was essential that we 
modify our enforcement policies in relation to 
weighing and measuring devices, because re- 
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placements could not be obtained. With the 
return of needed retail devices concerns are 
now able to replace part of their equipment. 
In the case of new retail scales we insist that the 
new scale be so positioned that the customer 
may see the weight indication and the weighing 
operation of the scale. This new position in 
some cases will result in greater protection to 
the consumers by making it possible for them to 
actually see the weight of the merchandise pur- 
chased by them; in the old position they had 
to depend on the honesty of the dealer. 

The department is also charged with the en- 
forcement of the Hawker, Pedler and Transient 
Vendor Law, and as the result of our efforts 
approximately $11,000 will be received by the 
City Collector. 

With the decided inflationary trend in prices 
for essential commodities the responsibilities of 
the Weights and Measures officials become 
greater. ull value must be received for the 
purchase of essential commodities. Inspection 
work performed during the year in checking the 
weight of merchandise passing between mer- 
chants and their customers in some cases dis- 
closed errors between the actual weight and the 
marked weight of merchandise. This merchan- 
dise was ordered off sale until the goods had been 
repacked to agree with the statement of weight 
on the package, with a saving in cost to the 
consumers of this city. 

The year 1947 closes with the work of the de- 
partment almost 100 per cent completed as 
required by law. I believe that the department 
is maintaining a satisfactory state of affairs in 
quantity regulation. We are ever mindful of 
consumer cooperation and we need this if we 
are most effectively to carry out the intent of 
our laws. 

I have included in the budget estimates of this 
department for 1948 a recommendation to re- 
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place the balance of our fleet of trucks. The 
replacement of these two trucks will complete 
our program of replacement and should result 
in trouble-free and efficient operation with a 
saving in cost of repairs in the budget of this 
department. 

If the above recommendation is approved by 
your Honor, I believe the department will on 
January 1, 1949, have completed all of the work 
required by law and will be able to render any 
type of service required by any business concern 
operating in our city in a prompt and efficient 
manner. | 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


ART DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Fanervuit Hau, Boston, January 1, 1948. 


Hon. JAMES M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 
SIR: 
The Board of Art Commissioners respectfully sub- 
mits the following report for the year ending December 
31, 1947. 


CENSORSHIP BOARD 


Mr. George H. Edgell was designated Art Com- 
mission member of the Board of Censors of Plays for 
the year 1948. 


Tur Art CoMMISSION’s DUTIES 


It has become rather widely understood that, under 
the law creating this Commission, only those works of 
art which it has previously approved may become city 
property, whether by purchase, gift, or in any other 
fashion. Many persons, however, seem still unaware of 
the fact that the same law (chapter 410 of the Acts of 
1898, as amended by chapter 87, Special Acts of 1919) 
provides that ‘‘the board [of Art Commissioners] shall 
have custody and care of all works of art owned by the 
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city’; also that ‘‘no such work of art shall be removed, 
relocated or altered’’ except by the board acting ‘‘ with 
the approval of the Mayor.” 


New Works or Art 


In conformity with the law, this Commission has ap- 
proved drawings for the Sinking Ship Monument pre- 
viously destined for Gallups Island, but now altered, as 
a monument to merchant seamen lost in war. This 
monument has since been erected at the approved site 
on Agassiz Road, 50 feet easterly from the bridge, and 
set back from the sidewalk. 

The Art Commission has approved a water color by 
Grace Arnive, representing the fountain at Sullivan 
Square, for a position in the children’s room of the 
Charlestown Branch Library. It has approved a bronze 
tablet by Thomas F. McGann and Sons Company, in 
memory of Private Roger Coleman Kiley, for a site at 
the Kiley Playground, at the corner of Albion and Lucas 
Streets, South End; also a small bronze tablet for a site 
at the Tobin Playground on Albion Street. 

For the American Legion, Mission Hill Post 39, this 
Commission has approved a 4-foot high stone monument 
by Thomas F. McGann and Sons Company, with bronze 
tablet listing their dead, for a site at Brigham Circle; 
also a similar monument by in memory of Scout 
Stanley N. Kaplan, killed in action October 11, 1944. 
The site is at the corner of Washington Street and Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Brighton. 





MAINTENANCE OF WorkKS oF ART 


In conformity with the law as to custody and care of 
works of art, this Commission has employed Thomas F. 
McGann and Sons Company to replace and repair the 
colossal bronze figure of a sailor, dislodged last year 
from the Civil War Monument on Boston Common; 
also to repair the bronze railing broken at the same time. 

Not all the damage to the Shaw Monument, de- 
scribed in our 1946 report, has yet been repaired. John 
Evans, however, has been employed to repoint the 
monument, all around the high relief. The Art Com- 
mission has employed three other contractors, also a 
qualified artisan, to clean the Parkman Memorial in 
Jamaica Plain, the John Boyle O’Reilly and Patrick 
Collins Monuments at the Fenway, the Adams Statue 
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on Dock Square, the Benjamin Franklin and the Josiah 
Quincy Statues in front of City Hall, and the Wendell 
Phillips, Sumner, and Kosciuszko Statues in the Public 
Garden; also the stone boulder at the corner of Cam- 
bridge and Henshaw Streets, Brighton. 

The Art Commission has had a number of tablets 
cleaned: the Fox Hill Tablet on the Charles Street side 
of Boston Common; the Copley Tablet outside the 
Somerset Club; three tablets at the Granary Burying 
Ground; two at the Kings Chapel Burying Ground; a 
tablet commemorating John Cotton and Sir Henry Vane 
at Barrister’s Hall, Pemberton Square; also tablets in 
memory of John Endicott at Scollay Square and Gover- 
nor Andrew at 100 Charles Street, St. Stephen’s Church 
on Hanover Street, and the West Church on Lynde 
Street. 

Ciry Haut PAINTINGS 


The Commissioner has had municipal paintings reno- 
vated at the Council Chamber in City Hall—the two 
large portraits of George Washington by Moses Wight 
and Zachary Taylor by an unknown painter, and two 
small portraits of Benjamin Austin by Ethan Allen 
Greenwood and of Major Robert Anderson by Joseph 
Ames. In the case of these paintings, the expense was 
met by the Public Buildings Department. 


PAINTINGS AT FANEUIL HALL 


On the basis of Boston Museum of Fine Arts estimates 
of the cost of cleaning and restoring the city’s paintings 
in Faneuil Hall, your Honor last year recommended, 
and the City Council voted, the appropriation which 
has made it possible for this Commission to remedy the 
neglect from which all these works of art had suffered 
since 1931; and from which the huge painting of the 
Webster-Hayne debate by Healy had suffered still 
longer. The Art Commission accordingly employed as 
experts, Finlayson Brothers, to clean this painting at a 
favorable time, when staging was in place for repainting 
the interior of Faneuil Hall. This Commission, more- 
over, arranged with the Museum of Fine Arts to trans- 
port to the museum and clean there all the other 18 
Faneuil Hall portraits. This has been done, a few at a 
time; and the paintings returned and rehung. The 
repainted and immaculately clean Hall makes a fine 
background for these historic portraits. 
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Crry Property IN WorKS OF ART 


To take such ‘‘care’”’ of municipal works of art, it is 
necessary, of course, to know what the city’s paintings, 
pieces of sculpture, etc. are, and where they are located. 
This is perhaps less simple than it seems. In 1930, for 
instance, the City Auditor published, in his annual 
report, an inventory of city property, including statues, 
memorial tablets, ete. [See Auditing Department report 
for the year ending December 31, 1929, pages 328, 344, 
345]. Except for paintings, this inventory establishes 
the city’s ownership in works of art at the opening of 
1930. This inventory, however, has not been published 
in subsequent years. From 1911 to 1915 this Com- 
mission, with the help of the Museum of Fine Arts 
Registry of Local Art, included in its annual reports an 
illustrated list of paintings, sculpture, and such other 
works of art as commemorative tablets, which belong 
to the city; in 1935 the Commission also established 
and has maintained an analytic card catalogue of muni- 
cipal works of art. Finally, in 1938, the Commission of 
Marking Historic Sites, published Document No. 53, ' 
an illustrated list of the commemorative tablets which 
it had erected for the city. With these documents, and 
with subsequent reports of the Commission, listing new 
municipal works of art, we can keep up to date our 
inventory of this city’s artistic possessions. 


DaMaAGED, DEstroyED, Lost, STOLEN 


Though none of the City of Boston’s works of art may 
legally be altered or removed without a vote of this Art 
Commission, approved by the Mayor, the law has been 
violated frequently; and only through the vigilance of 
public officials, and of public-spirited citizens also, do 
the facts become known. Thus, when a building is 
torn down or altered, works of art which form part of it, 
or are attached to it, may well be destroyed or mis- 
placed. When the City Hall Annex, for instance, was 
undergoing repairs last summer, the four architectural 
figures of Justice, Charity, Education, and Industry, 
which were approved by this Commission in 1913 as 
decorations for the top-story facade, were in such bad 
condition that they were destroyed. As for military and 
naval monuments, it is almost a recognized juvenile 
sport to steal generals’ and admirals’ swords; the sword 
from the monument to General Glover—reported as 
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stolen in our last year’s report—had hardly been re- 
placed when the wretched new sword was stolen, too. 
Let us hope that a second replacement may provide 
General Glover with an appropriate weapon. In this 
year’s list of thefts Admiral Farragut’s sword must also 
be included; this sword was recovered by a gallant police 
captain, and will shortly be in place again. The bronze 
tablet by John F. Paramino, commemorating the first 
Huguenot Church—a tablet paid for and placed at 20 
School Street by the city, and approved by this Com- 
mission in 1925— has been illegally removed to a place 
on the second story of No. 12 School Street, where the 
inscription cannot be read. The bronze tablet in memory 
of Anne Hutchinson on the second story of No. 3 School 
Street, the Old Corner Bookstore, is also placed so high 
that no one can read it. A bronze tablet commemorat- 
ing the North Battery, at 379 Commercial Street, was 
erected by the city and approved by this Commission in 
1930; this tablet, though it has not been removed, has 
been painted over. When the building at 222 Devon- 
shire Street, with other adjacent buildings, was torn 
down to make room for a parking space, a tablet by 
John F, Paramino, placed on that building by the City 
of Boston, in memory of Bishop deCheverus, was re- 
moved. Fortunately it was not destroyed; but was 
placed on the Franklin Street wall of the Second National 
Bank Building, near the corner of Devonshire Street. 
During remodeling of the front of the building at 209 
Washington Street, the tablet by Mr. John F. Paramino, 
placed there by the City of Boston in 1930, to mark the 
site of the Old Brick Church, was removed, without 
notice to this Commission. It has since been found, and 
provisionally stored in the shop of David P. Ehrlich, 207 
Washington Street. It will be relocated as soon as may 
be. | 


REDISCOVERY AND REPAIR 


Repairs on the Brewer Fountain, Boston Common, in- 
sisted on in our last year’s report, have been held up by 
shortages of material and efficient labor. This work - 
must be done next year. The crowning group from the 
Lyman Fountain in Dorchester still remains to be re- 
placed in the center of the Lyman Fountain stone basin 
in Dorchester. We call attention to a lost piece of 
fountain-sculpture listed in the Auditor’s 1930 inventory 
as the ‘‘Maid of the Mist,’’ which used to stand in a 
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fountain near the Arlington Street side of the Public 
Garden. It is recorded by this Commission as a ‘‘ Foun- 
tain Venus” and “‘one of the first works of art placed in 
the Public Garden.” It is said to have been abandoned 
in poor condition by the Park Department many 
years ago. 

Other important work is that of cleaning the statuary 
and tablets, which were impossible to clean before this 
year’s wintry weather set in. 


A QUESTION 


In view of frequent destruction, theft, and illegal 
displacement of city works of art—such as that which we 
have described—we venture to ask whether publicity 
will be an adequate remedy. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rospert P. BELLOws, 
Chairman. 
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MEMBERS OF THE Boston ART COMMISSION 


Wixiit1AM Emerson, 107 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston. 
Nominated by the Museum of Fine Arts, 1948. Term expires 
1948. 


Rospert P. Betiows, 8 Park Street, Boston. 
Nominated by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
1944. Term expires 1949. 


GrorGe H. Eperii, Museum of Fine Arts. 
Nominated by the Boston Society of Architects, 1945. Term 
expires 1950. 


DANIEL SARGENT, 30 Fenway, Boston. 
Nominated by the Boston Public Library, 1946. Term 
expires 1951. 


Mary EvANGELINE WALKER, 69 Bay State Road, Boston. 
Nominated by the Boston Art Club, 1947. Term expires 
1952. 





[DocumENT 5 — 1948.]} 














BOSTONIA g 
C ONDITA_AD. J 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOSTON RETIREMENT BOARD 


FOR THE YEAR 1947, 


Bosron, February 1, 1948, 


Hon. Jamis M. Cur.ey, 
Mayor of Boston. 
Dear SIR: 

In accordance with section 20 of chapter 521 of the 
Acts of 1922 and section 20 (5) (i) of chapter 658 of 
the Acts of 1945, the Boston Retirement Board respect- 
fully submits a combined annual report for the year 
ending December 31, 1947. 

The Boston Retirement System began operation on 
February 1, 1923, and the State-Boston Retirement 
System on October 1, 1946. 

The Retirement Board is composed of three members, 
Wilfred J. Doyle as its chairman appointed by the 
Mayor, City Auditor Charles J. Fox (ex officio), and. 
Margaret A. Learson, elected by the membership. The 
City Treasurer, Henry F. Brennan, is the custodian of 
the funds, and William D. Kenney is secretary. 
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Valuation Balance Sheet Showing Assets and Liabilities of the 
Funds of the Boston Retirement System as of December 31, 1947, 
a ee A Ral oo QE ee 


Present 
Value of 
Payments 
to Be Received. 


-——W 
Annuity Savings Fund .. dee. ..oeele ee ee $15,613,943 


Credited to Fund.....'... sn $14,580,857 
Add reserve transferable from 
Pension Accumulation Fund, 43,127 





ASSETS. 


14,623,984 
Pension Accumulation Fund: 
Credited to Fund............. $19,320,245 
Deduct reserve transferable to 
Retirement Reserve Fund.... 43,127 
Deduct reserve transferable to 
State-Boston System........ 3,305,151 
cine nnn 15 971-067 
otal presentiissetes mas <as+ eae een hee kt ee $46,209,894 


Normal contributions of 5.23 per cent of 

Luture SAlsties:u02 Als) ee ee ee $12,316,234 
Accumulated liability contributions of 2.70 

per cent of future payroll until liabilities 

of Pension Accumulation Fund on ac- 

count of past services are liquidated.... . 8,556,690 
Contributions on account of additional 

benefits granted under chapter 559, Acts 


OF OSG Vee ee Ei en eae le 399,169 

Total contributions to the Pension Accumulation 
Fund pe siacls ns conc aaa) Un een soe ene 21,272,093 
Ota) AaSAts ku. aces Pecah ig Oe Roh eek oo ee $67,481,987 


e———a——s—sss——(a———s—waosaaaaaaaaaja———eeeeee 
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Present 
LIABILITIES. ian mpl 
to Be Made. 
Present value of benefits on account of which contributions 
have been accumulated to date in the Annuity Savings 
Rtn re Pt ais ts ae) coc ds BOESIS . 220s ade $15,613,943 
Present value of benefits payable on account of beneficiaries 
or their dependents now drawing allowances from the 
Retarement: Reserves U0 ds gists eva Sy hes wereld. Sa Sees 14,804,242 
Present value of benefits payable on account of beneficiaries 
or their dependents now drawing allowances from the 
Pension Accumulation Fund, including additional benefits 
granted under chapter 559, ‘Aciaot 1946 108) View con 5,491,119 
Present value of benefits to members with prior service 
credit to be paid by contributions of the City of Boston 
into the Pension Accumulation Fund: 
Superannuation pensions on account of 
service as members equal to annuities 
provided by contributions of employees, $3,492,886 
Additional superannuation pensions on 
account of service rendered prior to 
PCOOTUATY algol Oars ee Reh ee ee Sit es 5,523,021 
Ordinary disability pensions provided by 
PRLS at ec are inet ace otis 228,168 
esiaeatal disability iy gaaey: provided by 
BIE CUA POO ee tel ES Ete. oN hat wis ile 3 54,447 
Accidental death benefits provided by the 
MT ates Gee ere ae an eC ae eae oe 17,425 
Total, all benefits to members with prior service 
credit provided by contributions of the city 
into the Pension Accumulation Fund..........-. 9,316,447 
Present value of benefits to’: new eatrants to be paid by 
contributions of the City of Boston into the Pension 
Accumulation Fund to be transferred to the Retire- 
ment Reserve Fund: 
Superannuation pensions on account of 
service as members, equal to annuities 
provided by contributions of employees, $14,058,963 
Ordinary disability pensions provided by 
PICOCIE VOTE. 40s Uy Bee ew ee ene 3,757,180 
Pe ticntal disability pensions provided by 
PROBE Gee eee ee catia nh Gea tae Beer er 3,021,945 
Accidental death benefits provided by the 
iC orm LG ata eS cstty 1,418,148 
Total, all benefits to new entrants.............. 22,256,236 


$67,481,987 
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Boston RETIREMENT System. 


Active Membership. 


The membership of the system consists of those 
employees who joined during the first year of its opera- 
tion and who fherefore are entitled to credit for 
Service rendered prior to February 1, 1923, and all 
persons who have entered the service of the city since 
that date to October 1, 1946. 

The following table shows the number of members 
and their annual compensation as of December 31, 1947: 


TABLE I. 
Membership of the Boston Retirement System as of 
December 31, 1947. 


Number. Total of Annual 











Compensation. 
a 
Rilerkgi ahr kat on 2 ch. oe 3,344 $7,546,032 
BICMOS A ee a et Oke Eee 498 1,526,408 
Laborers 2. AEA V9 0 Se tee we cea 3,568 7,138,416 
ROUGEMEN |i Eade. , ce a, Dee kent, eee * 840 2,568,061 

eachers: 

MED esis akin cada ee ee _ 792 2,825,862 

ML) 131 REI Gren) | en nO MOY SPOS ARH | PD et 1,105 2,843,403 
fA ARIES lied May ae Aa Cn Roy Ay 8 T 10,147 $24,448, 182 


a ee 


“ Includes 5 Policewomen. 
et In addition there are 99 members who transferred from the system and who are still 
included in the Active Service Register. 
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Retired Members. 


The following table shows the number of retired 
employees on the roll as of December 31, 1947, classified 
by occupational groups and causes of retirement: 


TABLE II. 
SERVICE RETIREMENTS: 
Clerks . : f ; : ; . 399 
Laborers. / f } : : . 628 
Teachers. , , : : Me! 
sibel Le mE EB ad tee geen eet ok 1,381 
ORDINARY DISABILITY RETIREMENTS: 
Clerks . : ; . y jae 
Laborers. : : ; : : i Neen? 
Teachers. : : : ; em 4h 
Firemen : . ‘ : ; : : : ye 
Policemen . : ; ; : ; : eat 
AW oy HEME ce J d ; : : . : , rity 
ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY Ria 
Clerks . ‘ . : 7 . ; : asGO 
Laborers. : : f : : : WIG) 
Firemen : “ : : . : : . 168 
Policemen . : ; a 4 ; . 180 
Teachers. Te : : ; ; < 4 
Lotah s i “ ; , : : : ; 522 
ACCIDENTAL DEATH BENEFITS: 
Clerks . : : oa) a : ’ Was 
Laborers. : 4 . : : 7-746 
Policemen . ; : : é ; : 5 
Firemen ; : : : ’ ; : ‘ vt 
Total . A > ; : . : ; ; 31 
BENEFICIARIES UNDER OPTIONS: 
Option II. : ; ; Nee Oo 
Option III . ; . 5 ANS 
Total . : ; ; ; i A : 2 54 
Grand Total ... a gir, : : 2,065 
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TABLE III. 


Receipts and Payments. 


The following table shows in detail the receipts and 
payments of the system during the fiscal year ending 


December 31, 1947: 


Statement of the Cash Receipts and Payments of the Boston Retirement 
System for the Year Ending December 31, 1947. 


Receipts. 


Balance as of December 31, 1946 . 
Members’ contributions . 

Income from investments 
Investments matured 


Revenue: 
Annual appropriation from City of 
Boston : : ; : ; 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
chapter 249, Acts of 1924 : 


Reinstatements from State-Boston System . 


Discount on investments matured 


Total receipts 


Payments. 


Refunds: 
On account of resignation 
On account of death E : 
On account of transfer to state serv- 
ice, ete. : : 
Miscellaneous 


Investments purchased 4 : 

Premium on investments purchased 

Accrued interest on investments pur- 
chased ; ; : : ; 


Pension Payments: 
On account of prior service 
On account of membership 


Option I, payments to beneficiaries: 
On account of prior service 
On account of membership 


Miscellaneous: 


State-Boston Retirement System — 
transfers ao) Sea eee 


Totalpayments . : : 
Cash balance, December 31, 1947 


Total 


$1,848,000 00 
291,679 97 


$284,490 57 
201,166 03 


13,043 13 
848 69 
$1,800,000 00 
34,093 75 
85,225 95 


$842,165 04 
1,475,460 51 


$50,104 96 
88,955 20 


$2,178,222 45 


$4,164,889 48 
1,043,698 72 
1,495,443 65 

912,978 51 


2,139,679 97 
9.324 69 
521 49 


$9,766,536 51 





$499,548 42 


1,919,319 70 
2,317,625 55 
139,060 16 


2,178,222 45 


$7,053,776 28 
2,712,760 23 


$9,766,536 51 


—————— 





Cash and Securities as of December 31, 


Boston RETIREMENT BOARD. 


TABLE IV. 


Cash. 


Annuity Savings Fund 
Pension Accumulation Fund . E 
Retirement Reserve Fund 


Total . 


Par Value 
$14,827,000 00 
18,832,500 00 
13,171,000 00 





$46,830,500 00 


$15,630,745 69 
19,330,840 46 
14,581,674 08 


$49,543,260 23 





Securities. 


Annuity Savings Fund. 
Pension Accumulation Fund 
Retirement Reserve Fund 


Total Assets. 


Annuity Savings Fund 
Pension Accumulation Fund 
Retirement Reserve Fund 


Total 


1947. 


$803,745 69 
498,340 46 
1,410,674 08 


$2,712,760 23 


Book Value 


. $14,810,197 08 


18,821,905 09 
13,170,182 76 


$46,802,284 93 


. $15,613,942 77 


19,320,245 55 
14,580,856 84 


. $49,515,045 16 
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TABLE VIL: 


Number of Employees Retired Each Year and the Cause of Retirement, 
from February 1, 1923, to December 31, 1947. 


0ee——owowooanaea@aaanNawswmaOooyqoqoeooS Seo 








SuPERANNUATION, DISABILITY. Accidental 
YEAR. Death Total. 
Voluntary. Compulsory. Ordinary. Accidental. Benefit. 

1925784 bs Ba 94 177 13 eS eee oS 286 
192425 Soick s 79 144 14. its a Wa rot 1 238 
1925 Mears 82 89 16 3 2 192 
I UPT IPS ys era 64 83 13 2 2 164 
19270 ee 68 98 10 4 1 181 
1928 tee oe 57 87 12 6 2 164 
929 sss 64 101 11 15 3 194 
1 OS0 Tie esa 59 119 11 8 2 199 
19ST eins ss 3% 60 97 10 ‘s 2 176 
9S 2 cca 60 93 9 9 5 176 
195s Sane 81 93 11 6 3 194 
RUE 116 72 8 14 4 214 
1 O3S ie 20. 65 87 5 14 2 1738 
19302 cameron 50 96 3 14 2 165 
19370 vcs cats ee 70 105 11 13 3 202 
OSS hres. cers 64 112 12 28 2 218 
LOS ass. cen 73 97 9 28.) he he Oe eee 207 
19409 gwd. 68 87 16 16°" as), ee 187 
1941.8 Seaes 56 105 13 28 2 204 
LOAD. ane oe 48 94 10 33 186 
ee ee ree 63 102 7 67 4 243 
194A ites 59 82 9 82 » vide 0 uy dee 232 
1945 Ge os 65 82 21 82 252 
19407. okecne 41 85 8 74 211 
1947S eae 17 37 1 ee RCE et 107 
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TABLE VII, 


Number of Employees Retired Each Year and the Cause of Retirement, 
from February 1, 1923, to December 31, 1947. 


2 ee ee 














SUPERANNUATION. DISABILITY. Accidental 
YEAR. Death Total. 
Voluntary. Compulsory. Ordinary. Accidental. Benefit. 

1923-245... 5. 94 177 13.) . ~~ oR. 5 lesa eee 286 
1924775 25 oa 79 144 14 1 238 
1925 eae es 82 89 16 2 192 
1920 oat. 64 83 13 2 164 
19270. 4,3 68 98 10 1 181 
1928 oe ae 57 87 12 2 164 
1929 Cores 64 101 11 3 194 
1950 Fee esc. 59 119 11 2 199 
19S) owes, 60 97 10 2 176 
AO SZ Ee ta rcar 60 93 9 5 176 
VE Sassy fee 81 93 11 3 194 
LT Pee 116 72 8 4 214 
MOSS. ae cas 65 87 5 2 ‘173 
1930 Ss wteiarceses 50 96 3 2 165 
1937 Gis ced 70 105 11 3 202 
1958. va cor 64 112 12 2 218 
RES NE rs 73 97 9 | |, 285 aa 207 
1940 Reena ta 68 87 16° [| "16 ee 187 
19404.) eas 56 105 13 2 204 
AAT ee on Bests 48 94 10 186 
19430, cans 63 102 7 4 243 
NOAA es ss 59 82 D |)» G8ae bake ae 232 
AGAR Tee ce. 65 82 21 252 
L94093 his ¢ ei: 41 85 8 3 211 
ne Tee 17 37 1) ae eee 107 
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TABLE IX. 
Memberships and Withdrawals. 








Resigned P Membership 
YEAR. Entrants. | Retired. and Deaths. Bs aoahaie§ as of 
Dismissed. ancous. iNecember 31. 


9252400 es e's 8,346 286 571 106 7,342 
VL PL ca? 1 hah 2,009 238 192 127 8,711 
1 OES tine pee © He 1,034 192 317 84 9,051 
19260 Ree pee er 1,534 164 444 34 9,841 
9927 ie cere 1,744 181 362 4 10,932 
EOS Scares sca 1,145 164 349 3 11,453 
1929 cE ee Gen es 980 194 383 1 11,738 
1930. £2 dave xtc we 1,574 199 405 26 12,559 
1081 SC cyeia a viniersts,« 1,121 176 289 1 13,088 
URE Ptr Sige FA pe 867 176 AGS oh Ni LET obs ene sete 13,370 
LE PA ee 497 194 SOO sl.) (LOOPS pee aes 13,264 
198-4 58 o's aie att 904 214 ATT LEG). wees 13,312 
19353 creo ea aoen 3 833 173 DATA rt 289s Ts aes 13,486 
193.Gj ns eens 921 165 348 4 13,736 
NGS F Sof tftp: 908 202 AS2 i * (LSM chlarslgh 13,867 
1938 io ia tetanes 1,135 218 AGI 1. P CLARO eed 14,184 
NE) ee ty A ee 522 207 S03¢i ~ 222300 eae ee 13,914 
1940.2. an enarren 696 187 GOOF 8 S180. te awe mee 13,793 
GAL oe act ears 923 201 O21” 3126 ie pea ee 13,768 
LOAD Bete ee 766 186 CF ied Salon Pat PRONE 46 13,449 
OAS i as sia. 1,418 243 BOS Sha) 108 +i oe ee 13,983 
DAA, rectors pedis 873 232 SOL tS. 708 chal iia 14,131 
1045 Gone. 1,005 252 A045 CLL Gs cease 14,363 
1946 Sade «Silat 1,324 211 812 * 81 * 14,460 
ISG. cvaveesse 15 94 70 201 94 | $3,935 10,147 





See eee eee 
*In addition there are 99 members who transferred from the system and who are still 


included in the Active Service Register. 
7 Veterans’ Retirement. { Chapter 658. 
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TABLE X. 


Value of Funds. 











YEAR. merits eaaittion ng pray Total. 
Fund. Fund. Fund. 
Lo) 7 Oa Bee $281,315 62 $887,831 51 $8,196 72 | $1,177,343 85 
1924-25 os atic edo a 837,584 29 1,829,366 38 4,A77 26 2,671,427 93 
he ot Ra Peer 1,406,601 46 | 2,718,846 38 17,879 81 | 4,143,327 65 
DPR sed Sho cds bi o's Hoek 2,077,419 80 3,917,600 38 51,203 25 6,046,223 43 
IPAs ae oe al able xa <0 2,781,285 58 5,108,185 O1 193,703 68 8,083,174 27 
NOL es sie wis o cde ores 3,595,455 85 6,330,299 70 273,645 O7 | 10,199,400 62 
Sh Re SP) Sa eee 4,422,913 34 7,686,397 50 403,492 29 | 12,512,803 13 
OSG tends 20 Ae Sid les « 5,331,697 98 8,917,967 48 624,549 81 | 14,874,215 27 
1 EE nee baal oa 6,292,136 52 | 10,483,017 75 806,762 87 | 17,581,917 14 
2 Pe ee, ee 7,292,127 89 | 12,170,716 66 1,014,753 99 | 20,477,598 54 
FS ie a eee ee 8,173,005 10 | 13,233,173 17 | 1,267,368 90 | 22,673,547 17 
AF CR ee eee 8,895,676 79 | 14,089,584 13 1,685,148 22 | 24,670,409 14 
IPS arcade se eaves 9,869,664 38 | 15,133,084 29 | 1,920,006 52 | 26,922,755 19 
hg St Ry 10,927,825 13 | 16,092,024 83 | 2,246,801 52 | 29,266,651 48 
LPed ews « s Pe, Fe eee 11,839,477 15 | 16,862,065 48 2,649,153 88 | 31,350,696 51 
A ee eee eee 12,777,373 62 17,776,889 49 | 3,234,369 78 | 33,788,632 89 
Cy. es rey 13,714,923 16 | 18,263,765 30 | 3,935,729 92 | 35,914,418 38 
ne ee Pies 14,745,682 02 | 18,539,985 72 | 4,620,653 02 | 37,906,320 76 
OU eee ory 15,624,786 18 | 19,199,964 57 5,322,251 73 | 40,147,102 48 
BPET se » ofa cin’ « gee ot LO ADO AZO BO 20,141,644 74 5,956,381 59 | 42,498,465 93 
RGR a ra ba ooh snanen 17,073,171 32 | 20,845,441 68 | 7,301,125 80 | 45,219,738 80 
On | BRASS ie ee 17,946,940 48 | 19,799,345 94 | 10,302,189 03 | 48,048,475 45 
OS Ea Fre 17,731,116 16 | 19,317,231 85 | 11,455,182 76 | 48,503,530 77 
Cb Se Fee 19,282,599 85 | 20,432,641 27 | 13,584,911 80 | 53,300,152 92 


an Fee 15,613,942 77 | 19,320,245 55 | 14,580,856 84 | 49,515,045 16 
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TABLE XI. 
City of Boston’s Yearly Contribution. 








Poke Liability. |” tuability,” — 

ES 7 UR ee wie $311,533 $685,595 $997,128 
ee eT eagle Pane en, Gee 358,626 869,710 1,228,336 
{O76 we ee ee i ee: 393,640 816,112 1,209,752 
Ey are eae eee gee a ae 511,875 1,071,125 1,583,000 
1037 CEP ae ae ae te poe ee 607,327 1,047,673 1,655,000 
[OSG es DEERE ee ae Veins 5 615,701 1,072,074 1,687,775 
Tipp ROS Aa hy | phe ee eye ree eet 689,777 1,165,490 1,855,267 
LEYTE Aas ey aie eae 706,049 1,200,454 1,906,503 
EEG a Pe eae a ee 785,200 1,300,924 2,086,124 
TRS Leh Rah » Sm meen tee ears ee gree 804,900 1,340,565 2,145,465 
TREE Kr ope ese tee ete 978,392 664,734 1,643,126 
CREE! Rete a) ate ean eg? 903,231 696,210 1,599,441 
TELS Ee eR! Bi 924,784 717,097 1,641,881 
ET ae See aia, ee 1,008,304 779,812 1,788,116 
RE Pye ae Bere 1,024,679 803,207 1,827,886 
(UsR Ree es or Ob 1,135,062 827,304 1,962,366 
1020 eee fe eg es As 1,179,581 852,122 2,031,703 
Te en ee ay Se 1,201,100 | —- 877,686 2,078,786 
EY TIS eee ite eral ee ae 1,213,721 904,016 2,117,737 
1042 eee ee lt Ao 1,222,310 931,137 2,153,447 
TF EPs SAV OORE Sy a ads 1,221,757 959,070 2,180,827 
CYP Sep eIRCRe GER ental Seen ee 1,387,588 1,020,597 2,408,185 
CP ee CE ea Phe 1,567,130 1,093,701 2,660,831 
1046 eee et dea! Ste, bn oe a 1,578,975 1,126,512 2,705,487 
TYE ROR rare ay, See 1,199,370 _ 638,713 1,838,083 

Pie Pee ies tee $23,530,612 | $23,461,640 | $46,992,252 











STATISTICAL DATA. 


During the year the Board retired 107 members from 
active service at a probable annual cost to the Retire- 
ment System of $136,859; of this number 54 were 
for service, 52 were for accidental disability, and 1 
was for ordinary disability. 

During the year there were admitted to membership 
94 new employees. The number of withdrawals from 
service was 365, of which 94 were due to death, 201 
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were due to. resignation or dismissal and 107 to retire- 
ment from the system and 70 retired as veterans. The 
amount of cash refunded as a result of withdrawals was 
$485,656.60. The cost of administering the system 
for 1947, which is borne by the city, was $29,820.79, 
which is less than one half of 1 per cent of the payments 
for the year. 
The itemization of the administration is as follows: 


Personal Service ; 2$21°296" 54. 
Service Other than Personal . : 7,768 18 
Office Supplies and Postage . 756 07 
Total . : : : : : ; ; . $29,820 79 

Pe SE 


Tur Srate-Boston RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

The State-Boston Retirement System shows an enroll- 
ment of 5,394 members, with 222 members retired during 
the year ending December 31, 1947 — of this number 
193 were for service, 7 for ordinary disability, 19 for 
accidental disability, and 3 accidental death benefits. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE SYSTEM. 


The membership of the system consists of persons 
who entered the employ of the city or county after 
October 1, 1946, and those employees who joined the 
system from October 1, 1946, to December 31, 1947. 


Membership of the State=-Boston Retirement System 
as of December 31, 1947. 








A ale I Ce eer ee Neve citer sha eh are epee orate pony A 2,363 
TANI AEER DD Ca hl cre is tla ets p= aes aes Pee 3,633 
PTS eh ee ace ot iste soit ais va ae ence ima s aera As 5,996 


RETIRED MEMBERS. 


The following table shows the number of retired 
members on the roll as of December 31, 1947: | 


Service Retirements: 
Male . : ) : z , ) : i : : 59 
Female . : 4 - : : : : ; ee Las 
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Ordinary Disability Retirements: 


Male . : ' : ; 7 

Female ; ; ‘ : , ; 3 
Accidental Disability Retirements: 

Male . i : : , ae 3 

Female : : ; , , 1 

258 

Accidental Death Benefits ; ; : 7 

Grand Total. ; vn, ae 


The following table shows in detail the receipts and payments of the 
State-Boston Retirement System during the fiscal year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1947: 


Receipts. 
Balance as of December 31, 1946 : : , ; ' $124,488 61 
Members’ contributions and makeup . ; : : - 1,600,772 57 
Income from investments : ; é , ; ‘ 6 109,362 97 


Revenue: 
Contributions from the City of Boston . $785,377 54 
Contributions from Boston Retirement 











System Annuity Savings Fund _.” . 1,198,331 66 
Contributions from Boston Retirement 
System Pension Accumulation Fund - 268,970 91 
2,252,680 11 
Repayment of retirement allowances from Boston Retire- 
ment System . : Te irs : ; : : ; 1,118 05 
Total receipts: .) 4) tees, Ae - . $4,088,422 31 
ee 
Payments. 
Refunds: 
On account of resignations . : : - $42,240 19 
On account of deaths . : : : : 35,041 94 
On account of transfers to State service, 
etc. 1 § ee, , : ; : ; 4,034 73 
Miscellaneous : : ! " : : 9,007 33 
$90,324 19 
Investments purchased . ; ? ; ‘ : , - 2,141,468 76 
Interest paid : q ; : ; ; : . : 20,971 04 
Annuities paid . : : é - - ; , : ; 60,737 03 
Pensions paid. 4 : ; f ES Pe ae , 245,793 20 
Miscellaneous: 
Repayment to Boston Retirement System, $9,324 69 
Repayment to City of Boston. ; . 268,970 91 
Expenses paid 2 j d 28,064 56 
—————__ 306,360 16 
Total payments "ee oe on i OO SUS eee 
Cash balance as of December 31, 1947 f ‘ ; - 1,222,767 93 





MRO! ste oJ. <*. * ) e - +  . $4,088,422 31 
—— 
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Cash as of December 31, 1947. 


Annuity Savings Fund. ; . $822,580 71 
Annuity Reserve Fund. . 237,820 62 
Pension Fund . ; . 152,202 52 
Military Service Credit Fund ; ; , 9,564 18 
Expense Fund . , : 599 90 

Total . ; $1,222,767 93 





UE TE I 


The Board wishes to express their appreciation to all 
city and county officials for their continued cooperation 
and to the personnel for their loyalty and _ helpful 
assistance in carrying the burdens of both systems. 


WILFRED J. DOYLE, 

Cuarues J. Fox, 

MARGARET LEARSON, 
Retirement Board. 


WiuturamM D. KENNEY, 
Executive Officer and Secretary. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947 


Boston, April 30, 1948. 


Hon. James M. CurLEY, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
SIR: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 115, 
Chapter 479 of the Acts of 1938, as amended, I submit 
herewith a brief report of the activities of the Building 
Department during the year 1947. 


JOHN J. MAHONEY, 
Building Commissioner. 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 


NUMBER OF DOCUMENTS WITH Freres RECEIVED BY 


THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT — JANUARY 


DECEMBER 31, 1947 


New construction . 
Alterations. 
Elevator annual tests 
Amendments . 
Sprinklers ane 
Night elevator tests 
Special foundation 

Board of Appeal 

Boilers, etc. . 

Plumbing, old 

Plumbing, new 

Gas fitting, old 

Gas fitting, new 

Elevator licenses, new . 
Elevator licenses, renewal 
Master gas fitter, new . 
Master gas fitter, renewal 
Journeyman gas fitter, new . 
Journeyman gas fitter, renewal . 
Inspection of plans 
Certified copies. 
Building law books 

Petit law books 


SUMMARY OF EXAMINATIONS 


New buildings 

Alterations . 
Existing building 

Boilers, engines, etc. 
Plumbing, new . 
Plumbing, alterations 
Plumbing, tests . 

Gas fitting, new , 

Gas fitting, alterations 
Gas fitting, tests 

Egress . ; ; 
Elevators 

Sprinklers 

Standpipes . 

Tests of both 

Zoning 

Plans . ; 
Special form applications 
Fires aera 


935 


- 10,002 


1,480 
393 
184 

33 
34 
291 
500 

3,299 
286 


33,426 





AND REPORTS, 


$17,460 
30,471 
5,727 
1,260 
998 
360 
170 
3,695 
499 
4.663 
2,078 
5,359 
268 
2,020 
2,480 
162 
1,102 
62 
335 
581 
230 
2,125 
222 


$82,328 


|e) 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
25 


00 


NTT IT FEST 


1947 


5,664 
17,415 
1,988 
26 
1,061 
9 505 
1,057 
762 
13,976 
20,329 
47,946 
12,600 
3,545 
172 
1,574 
4,968 
2,647 
7,181 
1,425 
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Gas asphyxiations 
Building accidents 
Complaints made 

Finals . ; : , 
Communications acted on 
Special detail 


Complaints referred to Law Department for prosecu- 


tion 


44 

4 
1620 
2.783 
2,092 
671 


116 


FINANCIAL Report, 1947 — EXPENDITURES 


A. PERSONAL SERVICE: 
1. Permanent employees 
2. ‘Temporary employees 
4. Other departmental work 


B. SeERvicE OTHER THAN PERSONAL: 
1. Printing and binding 
4. Transportation of persons 
12. Bond and insurance premiums 
14. Motor vehicle repairs and care 
29. Stenography and copying 
35. Fees, service of venires, etc. 
39. General plant . 
42. Miscellaneous . 


C. EQuIPMENT: 
9. Office 
10.2 labrary : 
13. Tools and instruments . 
15. ‘Tires, tubes and accessories . 
17. Miscellaneous . : 


D. Svuppuiss: 
1. Office ; ; 
11. Motor vehicle . 
16. Miscellaneous . 


EK. MATeErRIALs: 
10. Electrical 


F, Sprcrau ]Tems: 
7. Pensions and annuities . 


Grand total 
Appropriation 
Income 


Special appropriation 


Buildings taken down 
Buildings shored 
Expenditure 





$259,699 47 
39,301 89 
200 00 


$317,732 84 





. $334,948 13 


| 


41 
33 


$82,328 00 


| 


$104,912 21 


$64,483 11 


ee 





ey | 


| BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 


IreMs OF INTEREST 


Tallest buildings: 

. Custom House, 495 feet 
John Hancock Life Insurance Building — 475 feet to top 
| of lantern 
| United Shoe Machinery Building, 290 feet 

New England Mutual Life Insurance Company Building 
) Tower, 280 feet 
Ames Building, 196 feet 

Sears Roebuck Building, 192 feet 

Tower Building, 245 feet 

Post Office Building, 345 feet 
| Court House, 330 feet 
. Massachusetts Genera! Hospital Surgical Building, 188 feet 
: 


Covering greatest ground area: 
South Station, 1,467,522 square feet 


212 State street, 25 stories high, 4 feet 9 inches front, 50 
feet deep, ground area, 2374 square feet 


Costliest building: 
Storehouse, Army Supply Base, South Boston 


Oldest building: 
Paul Revere House, 1660 


Smallest mercantile building: 
. Largest garage under a single roof in the world, Motor Mart 
) 


GENERAL STATISTICS, 1947 
| On January 1, 1947, there were (estimated) in the 
| City of Boston: 
. 


Brick and other _ fire-resistive 
buildings on enero eh" 580 
Erected during the year 305 
) pe 8 P5556 
Taken down during year 113 
Totally destroyed by fire . 0 
— Lis 
Existing January 1, 1948 i . . 45,443 
. Wood buildings . . 92,807 
Erected during year . ; 611 


Taken down during year We 
Totally destroyed by fire 0 


Existing January 1, 1948 : . 93,281 


Total number (estimated) of buildings in Boston 
on January 1, 1948 whl eal Pag Yate Sy re oo het 
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BoAaRD OF APPEAL 


The Board of Appeal, established in accordance with 
section 117 of chapter 479, Acts of 1938, as amended, 
in its functioning, may vary the provisions of the Act 
referred to in specific cases which appear to them not 
to have been contemplated by this Act although covered 
by it, or in cases where manifest injustice is done, 
provided that the decision of the Board in such a case 
shall be unanimous and shall not conflict with the 
spirit of any provision of the Act. 

The following is a statistical summary of the work 
of this department ibe the year 1947: 


In re Building Law — chapter 479, Acts of 1938, as 
amended: 


Appeals received . ’ : ree eee ey 
Appeals withdrawn PPR tila: x) ONS 
Appeals pending . OK ney, ey, 
Appeals sustained . , : . PS) 
Appeals sustained with proviso ) ated 
Appeals dismissed ! : ' i 164 


In re Zoning Law — chapter 488, Acts of 1924, as 
amended: 


Appeals received .  . seg tay 7 (POs 
Appeals withdrawn . . . . 5 
Appeals pending dg. [Jt ee Are oT eee ae hcp eee 
Appeals sustained. Soe See! 
Appeals sustained with proviso eines . 56 
Appeals dismissed War ae SPR RT ee Po 


BoARD OF EXAMINERS 


The Board of Examiners, established in 1913, acts 
upon applications of persons desiring to be registered 
as licensed superintendents on building operations in 
the City of Boston. 

The following is a list of applications acted upon: 

“ Approved Rejected Income 
New licenses and reissues Bae 618 93 $3,090 
UBT WSIS” i '., TEP Tate eae set 1 3,966 © 


2,601 94 $7,056 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Crry Haut, February 5, 1948. 
Hon. James M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 

Dear Srr,— In compliance with the provisions of 
the Revised Ordinances, I submit the report of the 
City Clerk Department for the year ending December 
31, 1947. 

For reasons which cannot be fully explained, the 
recording of chattel mortgages, which comprises the 
bulk of the work of our recording division, continues 
to increase. The number recorded in 1947 shows an 
increase of 26 per cent over the number recorded in 
1946, and an increase of 46 per cent over the number 
recorded in 1941. Exclusive of the recording of vet- 
erans’ discharges, which shows a marked decrease, all 
other work of this department increased substantially 
during the year. 

Since the termination of the war in 1945, the ex- 
traordinary increase in the business of this department, 
made more acute because of the recording and copying 
of some 25,000 veterans’ discharges, placed upon this 
department a burden which could only be met by the 
employment of eight to ten new employees, or by 
accomplishing the increased work by overtime assist- 
ance. We chose the latter course because it was im- 
possible to forecast whether or not the additional 
business of the office was sporadic or permanent in 


nature. 
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It is now felt that the best method of handling the 
increased recording business of the office is to install a 
machine for photo-recording instruments required by 
law to be recorded. Such an installation will obviate 
the necessity for additional employees, or for overtime 
assistance, and will make it possible for this office to 
keep abreast of our recording work and return original 
instruments within a few days of filing. 

Photo-recording of records is the speediest, the most 
effective, and the most modern method of meeting the 
obligations of an office of record. It is less expensive, 
by far, than the present method employed. It will 
enable this office, after a few years, to operate within 
its own income. It will reduce or entirely eliminate the 
possibility of errors which now occur in the transcribing 
and proofreading of instruments. It is our purpose to 
install a photo-recording machine and begin its operation. 
by May 1, 1948. 

Because of the increased work of the office, and the 
increased expenses attendant thereto, the expenditures 
of the office increased $9,340.24 over those of the 
previous year. On the other hand, the office income, 
the highest in the history of the department, increased 
$19,360.25 over the previous year, a net gain of approxi- 
mately $10,000 in one year. | 

It is interesting to note that in twenty years the 
work of this office has increased 100 per cent. During 
that same period the expenditures have increased but 
40 per cent, and departmental income has increased 
250 per cent. This twenty-year comparison is doubly 
significant when it is realized that the number of em- 
ployees in the office is the same today as it was twenty 
years ago, 2.e., twenty-two. 

The City Clerk served as Temporary Mayor of 
Boston during the period June 26 to November 28, 
1947, under authority of chapter 580 of the Acts of 
1947. During this period of time Walter J. Malloy, 
the Assistant City Clerk, handled the affairs of the 
City Clerk Department with highly commendable 
efficiency. 

Respectfully, 


JOHN B. Hynzs, 
City Clerk. 








-_-----— 
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PareRS RECORDED OR FILED. 








| 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 











Mortgages and other recorded instruments... . 8,214 14,297 19,090 
Bieiness Certificates... 3. sc. aie ss ae Sad coeblew 3,839 6,631 5,250 
Assignments for benefit of creditors.......... S 9 30 
DiGi redony Of EUS std Ss eis ss oS eh 44 2t 26 
Mincelinvicnusey cant et be ane awe 7h 1,494 890 910 
Accident notices, and claims filed............ 917 1,061 1,226 
Liens formlaborior materials. :......2)24...2) .. 3 _ 9 
iGanstaplesepOudss we. eo sects a ee 59 67 79 
BONO A Orb aS uN. costes Os pone wePhas Cea ee 2 14 2 26 
Returns of primary and election expenses..... 97 +3389 114 
Pole and. conduit locations... 2407.0. .s6a sess. 247 227 299 
VEG OrE TIN CIBCOATOCN ira. aye 5A eel hes o's Bho ar edsias 11,970 12,631 1,162 

GLE Te Pe wre rah NEE swine oa e Paka! s 26,369 35,626 28,221 








RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. | 


Receipts. 























| 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 

Mortgage fees, etc., and other recording and 

Glingehesat tid eb ie ee thc dowel | $20,499 80 | $38,598 82 | $57,423 13 
Reimbursement for pole location notices...... 152 97 75 92 124 56 
Constables’ and minor officers’ warrants...... 644 00 eae ou 786 00 
Misesliancousss tr we ors emt 22 Sac aeta sss 2,806 00 2,714 00 2,896 90 
Sunday Wop line Ui GCnses eet doa Jk oe ea — 2,300 00 2,540 00 

Ota eis te es, ie ces Pe $24,102 77 | $44,410 74 | $63,770 59 
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Expenditures. 

SSS 

| 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 
ea rl ee ee 
Ace ersonal services «, 1 becca eevee. $40,231 16 | $46,083 52 $53,683 O08: 
B. Service other than personal............. 466 00 87 00 1,044 46 
LGUs: ae te See | ee ee | —_ 217 63 55 00 
Die suppliesi4 an.16s ele ok wie 1,214 30 1,724 17 1,926 35 
MCB ete: We kod Ce ee eee $41,911 46 | $48,112 32 $56,708 89 

| 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 


See ee eee ee 
Recording and binding veterans’ discharges 
BNC moriwaves.); iy ey advarar ny | $4,264 00 | $13,976 11 | $14,719 78 


SSSSSSSSSSsSS90”0”00 SSS 











CITY OF BOSTON céirare PRINTING DEPARTMENT 


sY 


{Document 9 — 1948.] 





THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY PLANNING BOARD 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Boston, January 31, 1948. 


Hon. James M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 

The City Planning Board submits herewith in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 24, chapter 3, Re- 
vised Ordinances of 1947, as approved on June 3, its 
Thirty-Fourth Annual Report, containing a statement 
of its acts and doings and receipts and expenditures 
for the year ending December 31, 1947. 

The Board at its annual meeting on May 16, acting 
under the provisions of section 9, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1925, organized by the election 
of William Stanley Parker as chairman and Thomas J. 
Turley as vice-chairman for the ensuing year. The 
Executive Director, Thomas E. McCormick, and the 
secretary, Miss Mary T. Downey, were reappointed by 
the Board. There has been no change in the member- 
ship of the Board during the past year. 

Joseph A. Mitchell having been reappointed for the 
term ending April 30, 1952, appeared before the City 
Clerk on April 30, 1947, and was duly sworn as a member 
of the Board. : 

Eighteen formal meetings were held during the year; 
four special sessions and several informal meetings and 
conferences. 
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The following committees of the Board have been 
continued in order to facilitate the activities of the. 
department: 


Department Budget, Messrs. Parker, LANE, MITCHELL, 
and TURLEY. 

Education, Miss FirzGera.p. 

Local Joint Planning Committees, Messrs. Turtey and 
MITCHELL. 

Zoning, Miss Heruiny and Messrs. Beck and LANE. 

Recreation, Messrs. TuRLEY and MircHeEtu. 

Market Study, Messrs. Beck and LANE. 


The enlargement of the office quarters, which started 
on December 9, was completed in February of this 
year. Through a reallocation of departmental funds, 
an adjoining room, formerly occupied by the Veterans’ 
Graves Registration Service, was made available to 
the Board, thus allowing a general rearrangement of 
the office quarters. By the removal and transferring 
of panels, badly needed drafting space has been made 
available and the hitherto cramped clerical and library 
quarters have been expanded. 

As in previous reports, the various problems studied 
during the past year are presented herewith in as much | 
detail as appears advisable for purposes of record. 
They have been, so far as possible, classified into 
groups under appropriate headings, while all of the 
blueprints, maps, plans, charts, and photographs referred 
to are on file in the office of the Board, Room 43, City 
Hall, and are open for inspection. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 
MARKET IMPROVEMENTS. 


The Committee on Market Improvements, con- 
sisting of five members of the Boston Fruit & Produce 
Exchange, was appointed in 1944 by the Exchange at 
the suggestion of the Board for the purpose of consult- 
ing with it regarding improvements in the Faneuil Hall 
Market area. 

The committee cooperated in a preliminary study 
of market improvements which was suspended early in 
1945 because of traffic proposals affecting the market 
district. 
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The committee has been inactive the past two years 
since the traffic proposals are still pending in the Legis- 
lature, and because by a Resolve, chapter 53, of the 
legislative session of 1947, a Recess Commission was 
established to study and report recommendations on 
the Boston market area. 

In October of this year the Executive Director of 
the Board appeared at hearings held by the Legislative 
Commission and made available to them preliminary 
plans for changes as prepared by the Board. 

After two months of investigation it became 
apparent to the members of the commission that the 
study was so vital, involving consideration of recon- 
struction or relocation of the market that an adequate 
study could not be completed until late in 1948. The 
ecommission’s report to the Legislature requested that 
additional time be given before making a final report. 


Unton Moror Truck TERMINAL. 


The committee on ‘‘A Union Motor Truck Ter- 
minal,’ appointed in November of last year, held 
several meetings during this year giving advice and 
assistance freely as an aid to the staff in making the 
studies necessary for a report. 

The committee consisted of: 


WitiraM H. Day, Chairman, Manager, Transportation Depart- 
ment, Boston Chamber of Commerce. 

ELLERTON J. Brenavut, Manager, Civic Department, Boston 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mytes Intincswortu, Manager, Massachusetts Motor Truck 
Association. 

Epwarp J. Sampson, Boston Express Exchange. 

Ronatp S. WoopBERRY, General Manager, New England Motor 
Rate Bureau. 

Exipon Ricuarpson, Traffic Manager, Lever Brothers Com- 
pany, Cambridge. 

Joseru F. Korp, Operation Superintendent, Wm. Filene’s Sons, 
Boston. 


In the coming year it is expected that the committee 
will continue its activity in the interest of procuring 
proper enabling legislation. 
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REPORT ON TRUCK TERMINAL FACILITIES 
FOR BOSTON. 


Under date of October 10, the Board published a 
report on “‘A Union Motor Truck Terminal for Boston.” 
The report outlined the need and desirability of develop- 
ing a union motor truck terminal as a means of elimi- 
nating to a large degree one of the factors contributing 
to the city’s intolerable traffic congestion. 

The study, which is the result of several months’ 
work devoted to the research necessary to a proper 
understanding of the subject, was started last fall at 
the direction of your Honor upon the request of the 
City Council. Early in the work the Board set up an 
Advisory Committee, as described previously, which 
gave valuable time in the consideration of the problem. 

The inefficiency of present trucking methods as com- 
pared with the advantages and benefits of modern 
union terminals is discussed in the report as well as 
terminal operation and economics. The general con- 
clusions are summarized as follows: | 


1. Downtown Boston’s traffic, now critical, is aggravated 
in no small measure by the inefficiency of present methods 
of truck operations in pickup and delivery work. The in- 
herent waste in these methods is indicated by the fact that 
the pickup and delivery trucks are carrying, on the average, 
only 44 per cent of their capacity. 

2. As generally agreed by traffic authorities, modern 
union truck terminals, serving as central points of con- 
solidation and clearance of freight, constitute the most 
effective answer to the urban trucking problem. Such ter- 
minals provide two general types of benefits: traffic relief and 
lower operating costs. 

3. At present at least 2,000 trucks belonging to common 
carriers are actively engaged each day in pickup and delivery 
in downtown Boston. In handling 7,200 tons daily of 
less-than-truckload freight in consignments of 3 tons or 
less, these trucks generate about 30,000 truck-miles on 
downtown streets. This is the kind of trucking activity 
which could be most beneficially handled through a union 
terminal. 

4. An initial plan for Boston should envision the building 
of one or two terminals close to the downtown area. <A daily 
volume of 2,800 tons handled at the platform might reason- 
ably be expected. This should result in a reduction of 
one-eighth in the total volume of truck traffic occasioned by 
pickup and delivery, and Savings of approximately 27 cents 


Ciry PLANNING Boarp.— 1947. 5 


per ton on the handling of freight, 51 cents per ton on pickup 
and delivery, or a total estimated annual saving of approxi- 
mately $800,000. 

5. If two terminals are planned, one should be to the 
immediate north, one to the immediate south of the down- 
town area. Sites totaling at least 9 acres would be required 
and, all told, the terminals should have backup spaces for 
at least 200 trucks and cost $2,500,000 at the 1946 price level. 

6. An agency of the city government, in the form of a 
commission appointed by the Mayor, should be created 
to build and operate such terminals, financing its ventures 
through serial bonds backed by the credit of the city. 


It is improbable that private enterprise will under- 
take such a project in the near future, mainly because 
the financial returns would be marginal. Other 
stumbling blocks in the path of a private solution of 
the terminal problem as against the use of public credits 
are the necessity for paying full taxes, lack of power 
of eminent domain in acquiring sites, and higher interest 
rates on borrowed capital. 

The Planning Board therefore is of the opinion that 
union terminals must be built as public projects. 
Though actual sites and types of terminal construction 
are not discussed in this report it was felt that the 
situation called for one or two terminals, such as the 
one now being built in the borough of Manhattan by 
the Port of New York Authority. 

The report contains two appendices, one showing 
calculations and the method of procedure taken in 
arriving at the conclusions. The other contains a ten- 
tative draft of a legislative bill to create a Boston Motor 
Truck Terminal Commission, and embodies the ideas 
on terminal operation and economics set forth in the 
report. It is preliminary and intended to provide a 
basis for discussion. At the end of the year, after 
conference with the Law Department, it was deemed 
inadvisable to submit the draft of the legislative bill 
contained in the report which provided that the truck 
terminalwould be built by the city. 

The Law Department prepared a substitute draft 
which would amend chapter 158 of the General Laws 
by adding a new section providing for the establishment 
of private truck terminal corporations. This bill, “An 
Act Providing for the Incorporation of Union Motor 
Truck Terminal Corporations with Certain Special 
Powers and Privileges,” was submitted by the Acting 
Chairman of the Board, Thomas J. Turley, for 
consideration by the 1948 Legislature. 


o> 
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OFF-STREET PARKING. 
DOWNTOWN PROGRAM. 


Chapter 474 of the Acts of 1946 authorized the 
Board of Real Estate Commissioners to proceed with 
the establishment of off-street parking facilities in the 
City of Boston and made $5,000,000 available for that 
purpose. This statute was approved by the City 
Council on December 16, 1946, and is of particular 
concern to the Planning Board not only because the 
Chairman of the Planning Board is an ex officio member 
of the Board of Real Estate Commissioners but also 
because by the statute the selection of locations needing 


off-street parking facilities must be referred to the 


Planning Board as well as to the Traffic Commission for 
approval. 

Early this year three locations were selected by the 
Real Estate Commission and referred to the Planning 
Board and Traffic Commission for approval. , A joint 


conference of the three boards was held to discuss. 


procedure of approval and the interpretation of a Law 
Department ruling regarding the meaning of locations 
as distinguished from sites. 

On February 20 the Planning Board approved the 
three locations selected, the Traffic Commission also 
approving one week later. During the summer final 
takings were ordered and at the end. of the year demoli- 
tion of the buildings on the sites was taking place. 


Viciniry: Park Drive, BROOKLINE AVENUE, AND 
BOYLSTON STREET. 


The Board reviewed plans submitted by the Park 
Department which would incorporate parking space 
within the proposed traffic oval at Park Drive, Brookline 
avenue, and Boylston street. This parking area was 
suggested to offset, in part, the taking of some land from 
Sears Roebuck Company for the construction of the 
circle, and also to ease a very serious parking deficiency 
in this area. 

The Board reported against this arrangement, the 
opinion being that since traffic moving around a circle 
tends to move most rapidly on the inner lane, entrance 
into and exit from an inner parking area w ould nullify 
the purpose of the circle by creating traffic hazards and 
interference. 





rr a 
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HOUSING. 


Chapter 564 of the Acts of 1947, entitled ‘‘An Act to 
Authorize the Establishment of Nonprofit Corporations 
to Engage in Providing Homes for Veterans” was a new 
attempt to encourage the building of houses, but it has 
produced no housing to date. 

No advantage has been taken of the 1945 Urban 
Redevelopment Act, legislation in which the Board had 
taken a leading part in preparation. Not only does 
the high cost of land assembly and clearance make it 
uneconomic, but the acute housing shortage militates 
against any large scale demolition at this time. 

The City of Boston, through its Housing Authority, 
has been carrying out chapter 372 of the Acts of 1946, 
as amended by chapter 479 of the Acts of 1947, to pro- 
vide housing for veterans of World War II. At the 
end of the year 695 units had been approved under this 
program. Plans showing vacant land available for 
residential use have previously been prepared by the 
Board. 


RECREATION. 


GENERAL PLAYGROUND STUDIES. 

Plans have been developed for the 15 health and 
welfare districts which show where children are served 
by existing playgrounds and where they are not served. 
In determining served and unserved areas, playground 
space only was considered in this study and no evalu- 
ation was made of the amount or need of facilities and 
equipment on the playground. The plans have been 
consulted from time to time by social and recreation 
agencies and it is hoped that this playground study, 
fundamental in a comprehensive recreation plan, can 
be developed further as a special report in the ensuing 
year. The Board, during the year, made several 
routine studies concerning play space areas for young 
children in addition to the following matters. 


Sire For MunicipaL Buritpinc AT MISSION HILL, 
ROXBURY. 

Representatives of the Board visited the Mission Hill 

district in company with the Chairman and Chief 
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Engineer of the Park Commission for the purpose of 
inspecting property which could be used as a site for a 
municipal building. 

The Board was of the opinion that the six lots 
immediately east of the Mission Hill Branch Library on 
the north side of Tremont street, three of which were 
vacant, should be taken for this purpose by the city. 
The Board felt that it was undesirable to take just three 
vacant lots and leave three lots of heterogeneous housing 
stand between two public buildings: it would be better 
to locate the municipal building on the lots adjacent to 
the library and develop the vacant lots as an expansion 
of the present playground; though not needed immedi- 
ately, the additional play space for small children will 
be needed when a contemplated rearrangement of the 
playground is made so as to include a hard ball diamond 
which is now lacking. Action on the taking of this 
property is now in process. 


CHARLESTOWN SwimMinG Poot. 


In accordance with the request of your Honor, the 
Board submitted to the George Robert White Fund 
Trustees a short report and sketch plan showing a pro- 
posed layout of an open-air swimming pool to be built 
on the Ensign John J. Doherty Playground in Charles- 
town. This pool would be 120 feet by 100 feet in 
dimensions and would be built so as-to retain as much 
of the present play area as possible. It is needed to 
offset the loss of Dewey Beach which has been rendered 
useless because of oil pollution. <A copy of the report 
with a sketch plan is contained herein as Appendix I, 
on page 24. 


Municrpau Burwpine at MATTAPAN SQUARE, 
DORCHESTER. 


Also in answer to a request of your Honor the Board 
submitted a report containing its conclusions with 
regard to the need of a municipal building in the vi- 
cinity of Mattapan square. In view of the fact that 
there are other more congested areas, which are not 
now served by a municipal building, the Board feels 
that no definite recommendation as to this location 
should be made at this time, although it well may be 
necessary in the future. This report is included herein 
as Appendix II, on page 25. 


PS Fe 
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ScHOOLBOY STADIUM, FRANKLIN PARK. 


Upon the request of James J. McCarthy, Manager 
of the George Robert White Fund, for an investigation 
by the Board to determine a site for a schoolboy stadium, 
other than the Fens, Columbus Park, or existing play- 
grounds, several vacant areas were considered by the 
Board. 

In the Board’s published ‘‘Report on Improvements 
To Be Built from the Income of the George Robert 
White Fund,” dated October 5, 1937, the first of two 
recommendations for a schoolboy stadium was the 
area in Franklin Park, known as the Playstead, situated 
in the northwesterly corner of the park. The alter- 
native selection was Columbus Park, which the present 
trustees have eliminated in their request for a study. 

In a recent conference between the trustees of the 
George Robert White Fund and the Planning Board, 
the Board approved the original choice of the Play- 
stead area, being of the opinion that there had been 
very little, if any, change in conditions as outlined 
in the report of ten years ago. 


STREETS AND TRANSPORTATION. 


Joint Boarp FoR METROPOLITAN MASTER 
HigHway PLAN. 


In August, His Excellency the Governor, appointed 
a Joint Board to prepare a highway plan for Boston 
and 23 surrounding cities and towns lying within the 
area bounded by circumferential route No. 128. This 
board consisted of three state officials: the Commis- . 
sioner of Public Works serving as chairman, the Chair- 
man of the Metropolitan District Commission, and 
the Chairman of the State Planning Board, the latter 
being also a member of the City Planning Board. The 
sum of $107,000 was made available for consulting 
engineering services, which were supplied by Charles 
A. Maguire and Associates of Boston, and their affiliates, 
DeLeuw, Cather and Company of Chicago, and J. E. 
Greiner Company of Baltimore. A preliminary report 
was filed with the Legislature on December 1. A 
separate and final report is expected to be filed in 
February, 1948. 
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Under date of October 20, a statement drafted by 
the chairman and presenting special problems which 
bear upon the traffic situation in Boston was sub- 
mitted to the Joint Board. A copy of this statement 
is contained in Appendix III, page 29. 


CHAPTER 69, RESOLVES oF 1947. 


Chapter 69, Resolves of 1947, established a Special 
Legislative Commission for the purpose of making 
an investigation relative to the immediate relief of 
traffic, housing, street lighting, and recreational con- 
ditions of the City of Boston. 

Representatives of the Board appeared at the several 
hearings held by the commission. In answer to the 
request of the commission’s chairman for a statement 
on the relation of the proposed central artery and 
additional East Boston tube to the over-all Boston 
trafic problem, a statement was drafted by the chair- 
man and submitted as contained in Appendix IV, 
page 33. The commission’s report will not be available 
until March, 1948. | 


EMBANKMENT Roap EXTENSION. 


Acting under chapter 572 of the Acts of 1946, the 
Metropolitan District Commission prepared preliminary 
plans for this project. Upon invitation the Chairman 
and Executive Director, among other interested officials, 
reviewed the plan for a surface, six-lane, divided, 
limited access highway. Because of sewerage diff- 
culties which would involve costly major revisions 
in the sewerage system, the commission felt that a 
depressed highway could not be considered. The 
M. D. C. officials took under advisement alternate 
suggestions made and will submit their revised plan 
to the 1948 Legislature. 


TRAFFIC COMMISSION PROPOSALS. 


The Board was represented at a meeting called by 
your Honor to consider proposals submitted by the — 
Trafic Commission to improve traffic conditions at 
about 20 locations which had been bottlenecks for 
many years. Though many of the proposals were in 
the nature of narrowing sidewalks, cutting curb corners, 
constructing divisional islands, and relocating streetcar 
rails, others involved major financial consideration. 
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A meeting of officials concerned was held in the City 
Planning Board office on June 3 where certain projects 
were delegated for study and action to different depart- 
ments and recommendations were agreed upon. 

The following items were referred to the Planning 
Board for study: 


Solution for improvement at Sullivan square. 

Improvement of Commonwealth avenue layout, from 
Brighton avenue to Newton line, and treatment of Chestnut 
Hill avenue intersection. 

Elimination of bottleneck at Dorchester avenue, Broad- 
way, and Macallen street, and widening of Dorchester 
avenue, from West Broadway to West Seventh street; to be 
taken up jointly with Street Commissioners. 

Determination of need of widening roadway surface on 
Massachusetts avenue, from Southampton street to Edward 
Everett square. 

Feasibility of relocating streetcar reservations on Seaver 
street and Blue Hill avenue. 


By the end of the year the Board had developed 
plans for some of these projects as outlined below. 


SULLIVAN SQUARE, CHARLESTOWN. 


A plan proposing a very much enlarged rotary traffic 
movement on the surface, combined with an underpass, 
from Rutherford avenue under the Mystic Branch of 
the Boston & Maine Railroad to Alford street, was 
submitted to the Public Works Department. It is 
understood that this plan, shown on page 11, has so 
far met with approval by State Public Works officials, 
and that there is a good possibility of obtaining federal 
funds for the building of the project under the Urban 
Highway Act of 1944. Present estimate of the cost 
runs to $2,700,000 involving about $400,000 in land- 
taking. P 


COMMONWEALTH AND CHESTNUT HILL AVENUES 
INTERSECTION. 


This intersection, which is particularly dangerous to 
pedestrian movement, can be readily improved by the 
construction of a large traffic island. Land-taking 
would involve only city-owned land, and the cost of 
construction would amount to about $75,000. 

Studies are in process for the development of a plan 
to improve the layout of Commonwealth avenue, from 
Brighton avenue to the Newton line. 











Ciry PLANNING Boarp.— 1947. 13 


CITY PLANNING BOARD 
BOSTON, MASS. 


PROPOSED TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENT 
CHESTNUT HILL AVE. 
AND COMMONWEALTH AVE. 
BRIGHTON 


SCALE IN FEET 
20, 608012018080 


SCPTCMOCAR 1847 





DorcHESTER AVENUE, BROADWAY, AND MACALLEN 
STREET, AND DORCHESTER AVENUE WIDENING. 


The plan, shown on page 14, was developed as a 
preliminary study for the treatment of this problem. 


BELGRADE AVENUE EXTENSION, ROSLINDALE SQUARE. 


In accordance with a City Council order of May 12, 
1947, the Board reported to Temporary Mayor John B, 
Hynes, recommending a plan for the extension of . 
Belgrade avenue, from South street to Washington 
street, near Roslindale square. The report is contained 
in full in Appendix V, page 38. 


WESTERN APPROACH. 


The Board has during the past year made some 
preliminary plans with a view to solving the city’s lack 
of an arterial highway entrance from the west. At 
present the Worcester turnpike ends in Brookline. The 
Brookline Planning Board has made plans which would 
continue the turnpike as a state highway through 
Brookline Village to Huntington and Brookline avenues. 
The Board is of the opinion that a new route south of 
Huntington avenue should be developed to divert traffic 
from Brookline avenue and the overburdened Hunting- 
ton avenue. The studies to date have been confined to 
designing a suitable link from the overpass at Hunting- 
ton avenue to the recently improved and not heavily 
used Columbus avenue. A preliminary plan for this pro-- 
posal is shown on page 15. 
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RAPID TRANSIT. 


East Boston EXTENSION. 


At the end of the year work had started on the con- 
struction of the East Boston Rapid Transit Extension, 
from Maverick square to Orient Heights. The Board 
supported the legislation required for this extension as 
introduced by the State Planning Board and passed 
as chapter 692, Acts of 1945, and as amended by chap- 
ter 494, Acts of 1946. 


REMOVAL OF ELEVATED. 


The Metropolitan Transit Recess Commission in its 
special report to the Legislature this year recommended 
the removal of the Washington Street Elevated structure 
and its replacement by a subway. This recommenda- 
tion, also supported by the Board, was made as the 
result of chapter 54, Resolves of 1946, legislation which 
called for an investigation and report on the removal 
of the Elevated structures. 

Chapter 544, of the Acts of 1947, which provided for 
the creation of the Metropolitan Transit Authority, also 
directed the trustees of the Authority to make studies 
and estimates of cost for the removal of the Elevated 
structures and the construction of subways in their 
place and for the enlargement and improvement of the 
Park and Boylston Street Stations. This report will 
come before the legislative session for the ensuing year. 


ZONING. 

Late in the year the Board again considered the need 
of a Rezoning Study. Its subcommittee, composed 
of Miss Herlihy and Messrs. Beck and Lane, held several 
meetings with a subcommittee of the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment to consider zoning problems. 

Through the request of this Joint Zoning Committee, 
the sum of $750 was made available by the office of 
the Mayor, through a transfer of funds from the Con- 
tingent Fund to the Board of Zoning Adjustment, which 
Board was to work jointly with the City Planning 
Board, in the drafting of legislation to clarify certain 
phases of the Zoning Law. 

The committee agreed to postpone consideration of a 
general rezoning study to next year and directed their 
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efforts to the task of preparing immediate necessary 
changes in the Zoning Law in order to have the amend- 
ments ready for the opening of the 1948 legislative 
session. 

Several amendments were prepared by the committee 
with the advice of Arthur C. Comey, consultant, who 
assisted in drafting the original law of 1924. The most 
important of the proposed amendments liberalizes the 
present terms in the law so as to accommodate more 
multi-family or garden-type building and modifies 
present restrictive clauses on the parking of cars in 
residential areas. These provisions were considered in 
detail by both Boards and have been submitted on 
petition of the Chairman of the Board of Zoning Adjust- 
ment to the 1948 session of the General Court. 


Orr-STREET LOADING. 


A proposed amendment to the Zoning Law establish- 
ing requirements for off-street loading facilities in new 
buildings was drafted by the City Planning Board. for 
the consideration of the Joint Committee on Zoning. 
The proposed amendment was based on a survey of 
similar requirements as established in other cities and 
in particular on a proposed revision of the off-street 
loading provision of the New York City Zoning Resolu- 
tion, prepared by the New York Regional Plan 
Association. | 

A hearing was held to which were invited interested 
city officials and representatives of civic groups con- 
cerned. In view of the lack of agreement on the need 
and nature of such requirements for Boston it was 
decided that hasty action should not be taken but that 
the matter should be placed on the agenda for further 
study in the ensuing year. A copy of the proposed 
amendment is included herein as Appendix VI, page 42. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Maps AND MATERIAL. | 
During the year considerable time has been devoted 
by the staff to routine operations such as revising maps, 
supplying information on population and land use, etc., 
to municipal or state departments or semipublic groups, 
handling inquiries on zoning and other counter work. 
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Maps prepared by the Board are in great demand by 
city departments and private agencies. These have 
been made available to the public at the cost of repro- 
duction, which has made possible an important service 
by the Board to the taxpayers. 

During its 34 years of existence the Board has de- 
veloped an excellent library of planning information, 
containing approximately 1,000 volumes and innumer- 
able pamphlets. 


PLANNING CONFERENCES. 


Planning, Housing, and Zoning Conferences were held 
at 


PROVIDENCE — American Institute of Planners Regional 
Meeting, January 18, 19, 1947. 

CINCINNATI — American Society of Planning Officials, May 5, 
6, 7, 1947. 

PHILADELPHIA — American Institute of Planners, October 11, 
12, 13, 1947. 

SupBury — Massachusetts Federation of Planning Boards, 
October 25, 1947. 

Boston — New England Council, November 20, 21, 1947. 


These conferences were attended by representatives 
of the Board, who were either listed among the speakers 
or took an active part in the discussions. The con- 
ferences serve a useful purpose in making possible the 
exchange of ideas on planning administration and 
promotion with the experts in the planning field through- 
out the country. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


RECEIPTS. 
Appropriation — 1947: 
Board’s work (Groups Ato D) . : i) Pes OOD OL) 1 p2s,c00 a) 


EXPENDITURES. 
A. Personal Service: 
1. Permanent Employees Loy -. $24,912 09 
B. Service Other than Personal: 
1. Printing and binding . .-. pean? 1,195 00 
4, Tramsportation of persons. . . 599 90 
13. Communication . , ; , , 105 94 
35. Fees, memberships, etc.,  . : 181 50 
37. Photographic and blueprinting t 38 98 
42. General repairs . : ; 56 83 
42. Miscellaneous services : ’ ; 120 00 
C. Equipment: 
9. Office . o 7 ; : : : 8 80 
10. Library . . : : : ; - 87 64 
D. Supplies: 
? iy) Office: . : dee Nite ery 483 19 
8. Laundry, cleaning, ete. ; , ; 7 50 
16. Miscellaneous supplies : eae 10 82 
_ ——_-—_— $27,808 19 
Balance unexpended from Groups A-D . ; : : : 547 12 © 
$28,355 31 
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MEMBERS. 


WILLIAM STANLEY PARKER, Chairman, 1948. 
Tuomas J. TuRLEy, Vice-Chairman, 1950. 
ALFRED Beck, JR., 1947. 
Emit A. GRAMSTORFF, 1948. 
ELISABETH M. Herutny, 1949. 
Francis X. LANE, 1949. 
DANIEL J. DONOVAN, 1951. 
Mary M. FirzGErRap, 1951. 
JospPpH A. MITCHELL, 1952. 





Tuomas E. McCormick, Executive Director. 
Mary T. Downey, Secretary. 


STAFF. 
JEANGIATIID gf) 5) ut ate, . Planning Engineer. 
JACK LULVER * & . ; , . Sr. Planning Assistant. 
FRANK J. BOUTELL . Sr. Planning Assistant. 
GRISWOLD TYNG . oe 1 Se Plonningy Ase 
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ANNE C. KELLY . safe at . Hearing Stenographer. 
Mary F. O’REGAN .. | . Labrarian. 


* Resigned April 2, 1947. 
+ Resigned September 16, 1947, to accept a fellowship for a year’s study at Yale 
University, Bureau of Highway Traffic. 
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APPENDIX I. 


PROPOSED SWIMMING PooL IN CHARLESTOWN. 
FEBRUARY 27, 1947. 


Hon. James M. Curry, Chairman, George Robert 
White Fund, City Hall, Boston, Mass. 
DEAR Sir: 

In accordance with the request your Honor made at 
a meeting with the Planning Board on January 29 
concerning the submission of a report to the George 
Robert White Fund Trustees on the precise location 
of an open-air swimming pool on the Ensign John J. 
Doherty Playground on Bunker Hill street, Charlestown, 
there is enclosed a sketch plan showing a proposed 
layout. 

If a swimming pool is to be built on that site the 
Board is of the opinion that it is highly desirable to 
retain as much of the present play area as possible, not 
only because the play area is needed for normal play 
activities, but also because a swimming pool itself 
requires a generous play area to accommodate bathers 
who are not using the pool. 

The Planning Board suggests that the pool be placed 
on land that for the most part is now unusable because 
of the topography. Also it should be noted that with 
the provision for spectator seats on one side, the bath- 
house at the shallow end of the pool, and a sun pavilion 
at the other end, the pool will be protected from wind on 
three sides, and exposed only on the most favorable 
side, facing the west. 

From figures gleaned from swimming pool publica- 
tions it appears that for a community of 25,000 (the 
population of Charlestown) it is best to design for an 
average daily attendance of from 2 to 3 per cent. Using 


an average percentage of 23 would allow for a daily 


attendance of 625 persons which, at the usual rate of 
12 square feet per person, would require a pool area of 
7,900 square feet. The pool shown in the plan is 
120 feet by 60 feet in dimensions with an area of 7,200 
square feet. Due to the fact that this location is not 
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central and that there are two indoor swimming pools 
in Charlestown, it is possible that a slightly smaller 
pool would suffice, but it should not be less than 100 
feet in length. 

It is very desirable to color the cement used in finish- 
ing the pool and surrounding walk, not only because 
the natural color of the cement is trying on the eyes 
on a sunny day, but also because a plain concrete 
finish gives the water a murky color and leads to in- 
correct complaints that the water is foul. 

Also, every precaution should be taken to prevent 
the spread of athlete’s foot. It is frequently required 
that shallow tanks containing a furigicide be so placed 
that bathers must walk through them to get to and 
from the pool. : 

Recognizing that these details will be developed by 
the designers, the Board believes that the location 
submitted is the best one for that site. 


Respectfully, 


THomas E. McCormick, 
Executive Director. 
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APPENDIX II. 


REPORT ON SUGGESTION FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
IN VICINITY OF MATTAPAN SQUARE. 


April 18, 1947. 


Hon. JAMES M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DeaR Mr. Mayor: 


At a meeting of the Planning Board on January 29, 
which your Honor attended, the suggestion was made 
by Councilor Michael H. Cantwell, representing Ward 
18, that a municipal building be erected in the vicinity 
of Mattapan square. The councilor claimed that resi- 
dents in this area do not have suitable recreation facil- 
ities and that in view of the projected housing develop- 
ments in this vicinity there is substantial need for such 
a building. ) 

The City Planning Board, having studied the matter, 
submits herewith its conclusion with regard to a munic- 
ipal building in Mattapan. In the beginning it should 
be commented upon that. although there has been no 
strict definition of a municipal building as a type, and 
whereas in earlier years municipal buildings were 
erected in densely populated areas to provide some 
necessary facilities, such as a clinic, library, gymnasium 
and baths, and to serve as a meeting place for various 
activities of the general community, they are now being 
considered as complete, substantial recreation centers. 

Many recreation authorities feel that a recreation 
center should be developed for each 25,000 or 30,000 of 
the population. Such centers should include a full size 
gymnasium, an auditorium, various game, social and 
club rooms, a small library or reading room, showers 
and dressing rooms for both men and women, a room 
for arts and crafts, suitable space for adult educational 
and vocational training and, in the larger centers, an 
indoor swimming pool. If properly designed and 
located, such a building can, like a playfield, serve as a 
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recreational center for a number of neighborhood units. 
It is assumed that this is the type of municipal building 
being here discussed. 

Mattapan square is located on the periphery of cor- 
porate Boston and at present its use as a business, 
civic, and cultural center is moderate because of the 
small, local contributory population. The main func- 
tion of the square is that of a major transportation 
funnel and transfer point, being a terminus of the 
Boston Elevated Railway system and several feeder 
and bus companies and the junction of several arterial 
streets that carry heavy volumes of suburban automobile 
traffic. 

Within a radius of one mile of Mattapan square and 
within the city limits there are approximately 19,000 
people which reduces to a density of only 16 persons 
per gross acre. The adjacent districts of Roslindale 
and South Dorchester, areas having the type of resi- 
dence now existing near Mattapan square but more 
completely built up, have densities as high as 30 to 
40 persons per gross acre. The resident population 
near the square is concentrated in but a few sectors, 
being separated by large areas of undeveloped land into 
clearly defined neighborhood units, not symmetrically 
located around the square. The factors of residential 
land use and net densities become more clearly evident 
upon referring to the accompanying Map, No. 1. From 
a city-wide map of existing municipal buildings, shown 
on Map No. 2, it is apparent that these buildings are 
in the centers of heavily populated, built-up areas. 
From a glance at this map, the absence of a municipal 
building in other densely populated areas immediately 
stands out and gives an unfavorable outlook to the 
prior need of a building at Mattapan square. 

In general, the present municipal buildings fit a 
partly existing pattern which allows about two miles 
between locations. If this pattern were to be con- 
tinued it would indicate a site for a building in the 
vicinity of Blue Hill avenue and Norfolk street which, 
if Mattapan were completely built up, would be the 
center of population as well as the geographic center, 
and would thus serve the needs of the district to the 
greatest possible extent. 

The Board is of the opinion that the location of a 
municipal building may well become necessary in this 
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area in the future if the population should grow ap- 
preciably with the development of large tracts of un- 
improved land now in the district. However, the 
Board in considering the city as a whole, questions the 
immediate necessity for such a building in the Mattapan 
area when there are other more congested areas which 
lack this facility. 

In view of the above, the Board felt that no definite 
recommendation as to location should be made at this 
time. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Tuomas E. McCormick, 
Executive Director. 
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APPENDIX. III. 


STATEMENT TO JOINT BOARD ON METROPOLITAN 
Master HicgHway Puan. 


OcToBER 20, 1947. 


To the Joint Board for the Metropolitan Master High- 
way Plan, Mr. William H. Buracker, Chairman, 
100 Nashua Street, Boston, Mass. 

My DEAR SIR: 


The Boston City Planning Board desires to be of 
any possible assistance to your Board and to submit for 
your consideration such special problems as seem to us 
important in relation to the traffic solutions that you 
are called upon to determine. To this end we submit 
the following factors that bear upon the traffic situation 
in downtown Boston and that seem to us to need very 
careful consideration. 


1. Worcester Turnpike Traffic. 


The direct route for this traffic from Brookline Village 
to downtown Boston is via Huntington avenue. This 
thoroughfare is inadequate for the purpose and it would 
be very expensive to widen it. Even if it were widened 
its trafic would reach the downtown area principally via 
Stuart and Boylston streets. 

It seems clear that some of this traffic must find other 
routes than Huntington avenue. One route that has been 
considered is to the left via Brookline avenue. This would 
tend to merge this turnpike traffic with the Kenmore 
square traffic from Beacon street and Commonwealth 
avenue. It is suggested that a new thoroughfare back of 
Beacon street be developed to help in handling this flow 
from the west underpassing Massachusetts avenue under 
the Harvard Bridge. This would supplement and relieve 
Beacon street and Commonwealth avenue, but the traffic 
would arrive at the same three points of entry as at present, 
namely, Boylston street at the Common, Beacon street 
and Embankment road. 

We feel that Beacon street, Commonwealth avenue, 
and Bay State road traffic can absorb the full value of 
these through streets, and Boylston street will carry some 
added traffic from Columbus avenue and Huntington 
avenue. 
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If and when a motor traffic way can be built over the 
Boston & Albany tracks from Cottage Farm Bridge to 
Broadway it will be entirely reasonable to divert some of 
the pike traffic to this new road via Brookline avenue. 
Until then, and the interval may well be a long one, we 
suggest the desirability of finding added facilities for some 
of the pike traffic to the right of Huntington avenue, instead 
of the left. Here we find Columbus avenue and Tremont 
street radiating into the downtown area from their junction 
at Roxbury Crossing, which is a short distance from Brook- 
line Village. If, as it is felt, it would be unwise to widen 
Tremont street by the Mission Church, an alternate route 
through the old stone quarry offers itself. 

Our studies indicate the advantages and difficulties of 
this diversion but they seem to merit very careful study 
as they offer a much more direct route to the downtown 
area, and we strongly question the wisdom of further 
complicating the Kenmore square and Beacon street prob- 
lem by adding traffic from the pike when the present and 
future trafic routes there seem to be completely needed 
for the Beacon street, Commonwealth avenue, and Bay 
State road traffic. 


Warren Bridge. 

This has long needed reconstruction. It carries all 
inbound traffic from Charlestown. This will be increased 
in speed of flow and probably in magnitude when the 
Mystic River Bridge is completed. We suggest a study of 
the possibility of a new Warren Bridge with two levels, 
the upper level connected to the Mystic River Bridge to 
the north and to the overhead way on the Central Artery 
at Haymarket square, to the south. 

If this were done and the central artery built as recently 
proposed, Mystic Bridge traffic bound to the south of the 
downtown district could pass above it with substantial 
relief to the surface traffic. With proper connections at 
Haymarket square the traffic could equally well use the 
overhead route to Lechmere square and relieve the surface 
flow across Charlestown to the Prison Point Bridge. It 
would also provide a convenient approach to Charles street 
at the Dam. 

While the Elevated trains still go across the Charles- 
town Bridge this proposed overhead route would have to 
ramp over it at Causeway street. If, and when, the 
Elevated to Charlestown was carried in a subway this 
overpass could be removed. 

It is believed that a study of this proposal may indicate 
a more generally useful and economical route than to 
carry, as has been proposed, an elevated roadway from 
Charlestown across the Boston & Maine yards to Charles 
street. 
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3. Embankment Road, Back of Beacon Street. 


This was an important element in the Whitten plan. 
It is doubtless a desirable item in any ultimate plan. 
It is believed to be very important, however, that it be 
provided after and not before the major central artery 
project has been completed. It it were now suddenly 
available, other things remaining the same, we believe 
an intolerable situation would be created in the morning 
traffic flow at Charles street. 

Traffic would flow to its junction with the present Em- 
bankment road uncontrolled by any traffic lights and 
would pile up against the cross traffic on Charles street, 
at Beacon street, and at the Cambridge Street circle, in 
what seems to us could be extremely bad traffic blocks. 

We feel that Charles street as the inner circumferential 
roadway is already one of the routes needing relief and 
that this relief should be provided before new burdens 
are laid upon it. This relief would be provided in part 
by the central artery which would undoubtedly divert 
some of the Dam traffic to the artery that now uses 
Charles street. It would be relieved in part if turnpike 
traffic is diverted to the right of Huntington avenue. 
It would be substantially relieved by a roadway over 
the Boston & Albany tracks, connected to the central 
artery at Broadway. Some or all of these facilities should 
be provided before added congestion is caused at Charles 
street by the Embankment Road project. 


We are convinced that in laying out a major program 
affecting the downtown traffic problem the order in 
which the improvements are scheduled is of vital 
importance. We believe the procedure of the recent 
past should be reversed and the completion of new 
radial facilities should be deferred until the major down- 
town artery, the central artery in whatever final form 
it may be conceived has been completed. By this 
time the Mystic Bridge will presumably be complete 
and will tend to increase the need of the artery. 

Following the artery we believe the next item of major 
importance would be the road over the Boston «& 
Albany tracks. Both of these would tend to relieve 
Charles street, which should constitute the next im- 
provement. Pending this improvement added oppor- 
tunity should be provided for the turnpike traffic to 
reach the downtown area over the radial roads to the 
right of Huntington avenue, from Columbus avenue to 
Albany street. 
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The Embankment Road project, which would require 
the almost complete reconstruction of the new embank- 
ment recreation area in memory of Mr. Storrow, should 
follow rather than precede the above projects. 

We shall, of course, be glad to confer on any of these 

.-problems and assist in any way possible. The Whitten : 
report is, of course, before you and still, in its main : 
proposals, represents the Planning Board’s ideas of a : 
sound approach to the traffic problems of the downtown : 
area of Boston. 

Very truly yours, 


WILLIAM STANLEY PARKER, 
Chairman. 
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APPENDIX IV. 


BRIEF ON CENTRAL ARTERY AND East Boston 
VEHICULAR TUNNEL. 


OcTOBER 6, 1947. 
Hon. JoHN B. HyYNEs, 
Temporary Mayor of Boston. 
DrarR Mayor Hyngss: 

In response to your request, and at the direction of 
the Chairman, I am now enclosing a statement, pre- 
liminary copy of which you have, concerning the 
function and costs of the proposed central artery and 
Kast Boston Tunnel. 

This brief, along with a plan showing the proposed 
central artery, is being submitted as approved by the 
Planning Board with the exception of Miss Elisabeth M. 
Herlihy who, as a member of the Governor’s Joint 
Board for the Master Highway Plan, refrains from 
voting on all traffic matters. 

It is hoped that this information will be adequate for 
your purposes. 

Respectfully yours, 


Tuomas E. McCormick, 
Executive Director. 


BRIEF ON THE CENTRAL ARTERY AND East Boston TUNNEL 
AND THEIR RELATION TO BosTon’s TRAFFIC PROBLEM. 


OcTOBER 6, 1947. 
1. The Problem. 
The blockade of north-south traffic at State street. 
Only streets available for through traffic are: 


Tremont street (two-way). 
Washington street (one-way). 
Devonshire street (one-way). 
Congress street (two-way). 
Atlantic avenue (two-way). 


Washington, Devonshire, and Congress streets are all 
within 800 feet of Tremont street, at Scollay square. 
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From Congress street to Atlantic avenue it is 1,600 feet, 
with no opportunity for north-south movement except into 
and out of the market district via Commercial street. 

This is the basic thoroughfare problem of downtown 
Boston. 

The solution is to provide new lanes of moving traffic 
across State street between Congress street and Atlantic 
avenue. 

The central artery aims to accomplish this. 


Factors Controlling Location of Artery. 

High values of property in the financial and business 
districts make impracticable any new surface route except 
between Commercial street and Atlantic avenue. 

The location is needed sufficiently close to Washington 
street, in order to provide maximum relief of the congestion 
on Washington, Devonshire, and Congress streets. 

These factors controlled the general location of the 
artery. 


Traffic Demand. 
State street is the natural division line between the 
northerly and southerly sections of the downtown area. 
Traffic flows in and out of these areas as follows: 
a. In the northerly section via the Craigie, Warren, and 
Charlestown Bridges and the Sumner Tunnel. 
b. In the southerly section via Old .Colony avenue, 
Dorchester avenue, Albany street and other streets 
to and including Stuart street. 


The daily flow of traffic on these routes on an average 
day in 1941 (latest available date) is as follows: 


From the North: 





Craigie Bridge .. a. . 34,000 
Warren Bridge . : : : : . 20,000 
Charlestown Bridge . . 20,000 
Sumner Tunnel . , , . 22,000 

Total from north . . . ‘ . 96,000 

From the South: 

Dorchester avenue. : ; F . 23,000 
Albany street. ; : é . 19,500 
Harrison avenue : , ; . 10,000 
Washington street . ; ; , 9,000 
Shawmut avenue , 9,000 
Tremont street. . E ; . 10,000 
Stuart street : : : : . 12,000 


Total from south . . : . 92,500 
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Traffic now is somewhat above 1941 but no change is in- 
dicated in relative magnitudes on the different routes. 

The relative importance of the different routes is there- 
fore indicated by the 1941 counts. 


The Function of the Central Artery. 

The function of the central artery is to provide moving 
lanes of traffic across State street, between the northerly 
and southerly sections of downtown Boston, with con- 
nection to the various feeder routes listed in Item 3 above. 

Washington, Devonshire, and Congress streets now 
provide eight lanes of vehicles, four lanes in each direction. 

The central artery provides twelve additional lanes, 
six on the surface and six on the upper level. 

The upper level lanes are estimated to be twice as 
effective as the surface lanes, so the artery provides the 
equivalent of eighteen additional surface lanes, or more 
than double the capacity of Washington, Devonshire, and 
Congress streets combined. 

The artery is estimated to carry approximately 135,000 
vehicles a day 





On the surface . : ; ; . 45,000 
On the upper level. : . 90,000 
135,000 


The tunnel traffic represents about 11 per cent of all 
traffic entering and leaving the downtown area. (See 
Item 3 above.) 

Due to its relation to the artery it is probable that a 
somewhat larger percentage of its traffic will use the 
artery than will the traffic on other routes listed in Item 3. 


Function of the Added Tunnel. 


The original tunnel design called for two tunnels, each 
having two lanes in the same direction. 

The first tunnel was a first step towards the complete 
plan. 

A two-way tunnel, one lane in each direction, is un- 
desirable and dangerous. 

The second tunnel is needed to complete the original 
plan. 


Relation of Tunnel to Central Artery. 

The tunnel serves one of the four approaches to and 
from the north. (See Item 3.) 

Its traffic constitutes about 25 per cent of the total 
flow to and from the north. 
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Its traffic constitutes about 11 per cent of all traffic 
flowing into and out of the downtown area on the routes 
listed in Item 3. 


Norr.—Traffic on Boylston and Beacon streets and the 
Longfellow Bridge, while doubtless having some traffic 
that will seek the use of some part of the central 
artery, is not included in the traffic counts noted 
above as its use of the artery could be much less than 
that of the routes listed, until added connections to 
the artery, as contemplated, are provided. 


The Sumner Tunnel approaches the central section of 
the artery at right angles while the other routes approach 
it, in the main, at its ends or at general ramp locations. 
This makes necessary a complex series of special ramp 
connections to the upper level at the tunnel entrance, in 
order to permit continuous flow of traffic. 

The completed tunnel will require some such connection 
as 60 per cent of its traffic is likely to come from the 
southerly district of the city. (See the Whitten report.) 
Failure to provide a new traffic route across State street 
heretofore is the principal cause of congestion at the Cross 
street tunnel approach. 


7. Estimated Costs. 


The following estimates relate to the latest plan of the 
artery as prepared by the Engineers Committee of the 
Postwar Highway Commission: 

The new tunnel, without approaches, $20,000,000. 

The artery, from Lechmere square to Blue Hill avenue, 

at Seaver street, $58,300,000. 

Included in the cost of the artery are land-takings having 
a present assessed value estimated as the cost of 
takings will be set by courts and the estimate of cost 
includes an amount in excess of the assessed values 
as a factor of safety, $17,500,000. 

The total assessed values of the general downtown area, 
all of which will be served and benefited by the artery, 
is approximately $450,000,000. 

The assessed value of the properties needed for the 
artery represents 4 per cent. 

Since 1926 these downtown values have shrunk approxi- 
mately one third, a loss of about $250,000,000. 

Traffic congestion has been urged as an important factor 
in this loss of value. | 

It must be assumed, then, that a marked relief of traffic 
congestion would enhance values. The reasonable 
resultant increase might well greatly exceed the 
$17,500,000 direct loss. 
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8. History of the Artery Plan. 


1923.—The intermediate thoroughfare proposed by the 
City Planning Board. Location, in the main, identical 
with that of present central artery. 

1930.—The central artery of the Whitten plan as pro- 
posed by the City Planning Board. The plan is 
identical, in the main, with the intermediate thorough- 
fare plan, except the connection to Nashua street, 
which had been developed subsequently. Also the 
East Boston Tunnel had become a reality and the 
artery was related to it and traffic increase indicated 
need of a two-level artery. 

1939.—The Mayor’s conference on traffic, appointed by 
Mayor Tobin, endorsed the artery as previously con- 
ceived, indicating a change of location from Broad 
street to Albany street, by use of Atlantic avenue 
and the railroad yards. 

1946.—The Engineers Committee of the Postwar High- 
way Commission reported a plan for the central artery 
along the original line of the intermediate thorough- 
fare, returning to the Leverett street connection to 
the dam, and with the upper level-roadway as proposed 
by Mr. Whitten, but increased from four lanes to six 
lanes. 

The essence of the plan has been reaffirmed re- 

peatedly for twenty-three years. 
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APPENDIX. V. 


PROPOSED EXTENSION OF BELGRADE AVENUE, 


ROSLINDALE. 
JUNE 30, 1947. 
Hon., JoHN B. HYNEs, 
Temporary Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR Mr. Mayor: 


Under date of May 16, Mayor Curley referred to this 
office for consideration and report the following City 
Council order: 


‘“Ordered, That the City Planning Board be re- 
quested, through his Honor the Mayor, to make a 
study of the elimination of traffic congestion in 
Roslindale square, and the possibility of extending 
Belgrade avenue, from South street to Washington 
street, also the establishment of off street parking 
sites.” | 


The Board has investigated this proposal and reports 
as follows: 

Corinth street, a narrow, one-way street, having 
only a 24-foot roadway, is one of the principal business 
streets in the Roslindale Square section. Besides 
carrying a great deal of motor vehicular traffic from 
Belgrade avenue to Washington street and Cummins 
Highway, it is the route for northbound streetcars. 
Also both sides of the street are used for automobile 
parking. 

South street, between Washington street and Bel- 
grade avenue, another important street in the business 
section, carries trafic from Cummins Highway and 
Washington street to Belgrade avenue, and is the 
route for southbound streetcars. The traffic delay on 
South street is not as severe as that entailed on Corinth 
street. 

The problem resolves itself into the removal of 
through vehicular and streetcar traffic from Corinth 
and South streets so as to eliminate traffic delay and 
allow business to be conducted more conveniently. 

The Board recognizes the excessive traffic congestion 
in Roslindale square and has considered three solutions. 
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The first, a plan submitted in our 1939 Annual Report, 
considered the construction of a new 60-foot street 
extending from Belgrade avenue across Washington 
street and connecting with Florence street, roughly 
paralleling Corinth street and 200 feet to the south. 
Such a street would cost somewhat less than the ex- 
tension of Belgrade avenue and would relieve the 
traffic congestion on Corinth and, to a lesser extent, on 
South street, by offering an alternate route from Bel- 
grade avenue to Cummins Highway which would by- 
pass both business streets. Objections to this plan are 
that although it facilitates crosstown traffic moving 
between Belgrade avenue and Cummins Highway it is 
not as direct, for other movements as the plan recom- 
mended below, and that it would convert Florence 
street, which passes the Roslindale High School, into a 
traffic thoroughfare. 

Another solution proposed the channelizing of all 
through traffic and streetcars along a two-way thor- 
oughfare which would be formed by a 10-foot widening 
of Belgrade avenue, on the railroad side, and a variable 
widening up to 40 feet on South street, on the north, 
side between Belgrade avenue and Taft Hill terrace, 
and the construction of a: 60-foot street through the 
middle of Irving W. Adams Park. This plan would 
cost about $200,000, including $125,000 for land damage, 
and would provide a direct route for all traffic, particu- 
larly facilitating crosstown traffic between Belgrade 
avenue and Cummins Highway, and would leave 
Corinth street as a’ purely local street. There are 
several objections, the fact that South street would 
become a heavily used traffic thoroughfare, thus mak- 
ing the north side of the street inconvenient for business 
use, the undesirability of bisecting the small park, and 
some complication in turning movements at the Wash- 
ington street end. 

The third plan, on page 40, showing the exten- 
sion of Belgrade avenue to Washington street, at 
South street, would cost about $230,000, including 
$128,000 for land damage, and is believed to be the 
best plan. This proposal is favorable in all respects 
except that it does not affect the movement of through 
vehicular traffic between Belgrade avenue and Cum- 
mins Highway. This traffic probably amounts, in a 
12-hour count, at present to approximately 2,000 cars 
in Corinth street and somewhat more on South street, 
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not a heavy volume. The plan does, however, remove 
from Corinth street about 2,000 cars moving between 
Belgrade avenue and Washington street, and some- 
what more from South street, moving from Washing- 
ton street to Belgrade avenue. It removes the street 
cars from both Corinth and South streets, a very im- 
portant factor, and completely by-passes the business 
district. It would provide a logical expansion for bus- 
iness_ establishments now constricted in the small 
area bounded by Corinth, Poplar, and South streets. 
The extension can be built without any interference to 
the business section during construction and undoubted- 
ly meets with the approval of the community since it 
was proposed by the local Board of Trade. 

In cost figures quoted, the expense of removing and 
laying new streetcar rails has not been included. The 
cost would be in the vicinity of $50,000 and the expense 
of constructing a by-pass would not be justified unless it 
included the rerouting of the street car line. Also in 
connection with the proposed extension of the Rapid 
Transit System over the West Roxbury branch of the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad right of 
way, the railroad property adjacent to Roslindale 
Station would be used as a busway for the transfer of 
passengers to feeder bus lines. It is here presumed that 
the suggested 10-foot widening of Belgrade avenue at | 
this point will not interfere with these plans. 

At a meeting of the Board held on June 20 it was 
unanimously voted that the extension of Belgrade 
avenue as shown on the accompanying plan be recom- 
mended to your Honor. 

The Board is of the opinion that there is urgent need 
for improvement at Roslindale square and that the plan 
here recommended should be considered as part of an 
over-all program to eliminate traffic bottlenecks. 

With regard to the question of the establishment of 
off-street parking sites in Roslindale square, the Board 
feels that since the development of city-owned off-street 
parking facilities is in the hands of the Real Estate 
Board this matter should be referred to it for considera- 
tion in its general program for parking facilities. 


Very truly yours, 


WILLIAM STANLEY PARKER, 
Chairman. 
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October 23, 1947. 


PRoposaAL FOR AN AcT TO AMEND THE ‘‘ZONING Law,” So 
‘CALLED, OF THE City oF Boston, TO REQUIRE OFF-— 
SrreET LOADING SPACE FOR CERTAIN TyPES OF NEW 
BUILDINGS. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Off-Street Loading Space. 

Section 1. Chapter 488 of the Acts of 1924 is hereby 
amended by inserting immediately after section 16, paragraph 
16, the following new paragraph: 

Paragraph 17, Off-Street Loading Space.— No _ building 
which is intended or designed to be used for manufacture, 
storage, retail or wholesale business, office establishment, 
hotel, hospital, or institution, shall hereafter be erected, nor 
shall any building or part hereafter erected be changed in use 
to one of the uses specified above, unless there is provided 
space off the street for loading and unloading goods to and 
from such building or premises. There shall be provided 
space off the street for one or more truck loading or unloading 
berths of a minimum size of 25 feet in length by 10 feet in 
width for all buildings intended or designed for such use in 
accordance with the table of aggregate gross floor areas (on 
opposite page). 

When provided within the building, the minimum clear 
height of such loading berth, including access to it from the 
street, shall be 14 feet. Where such loading space does not | 
adjoin the street, or is provided on open land, convenient 
and adequate access, at least 12 feet in width, to such space 
shall be provided. 
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Cumulative Number of Loading Berths Required for Gross Floor 
Area of Buildings Used for Said Purposes. 








Hore, Hosprrau, INstrrurronat, HAC CRN Pane OR 
OrricE BuILpINGs. HOLESALE BUSINESS, STOR- 


AGE BUILDINGS. 

















SQUARE FEET OF GROSS Square FEET oF 
FLoor AREA. Bertha Gross Fioor ARBA. Bartha 
EVCQUNT Een ere ee eee | Reuired, 

From To From To 
0 50,000 0 0 20,000 0 
50,001 100,000 1 20,001 40,000 1 
100,001 200,000 2 40,001 80,000 2 
200,001 350,000 3 80,001 140,000 3 
350,001 550,000 4 140,001 220,000 4 
550,001 800,000 5 220,001 300,000 5 
800,001 1,100,000 6 300,001 400,000 6 
1,100,001 1,450,000 7 400,001 500,000 7 

Each additional Each additional 
350,000 square feet. is 100,000 square feet. 1 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


COLLECTING DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


CoLLEecTING DEPARTMENT, 
Boston, January 1, 1948. 


To the Mayor and City Auditor of the City of Boston. 
Sirs,— The undersigned, in compliance with chapter 
3, section 24, and chapter 14, section 5, of the Revised 
Ordinances of 1947, herewith presents a report for the 
year which ended December 31, 1947, of all moneys 
received by him, and the disposition thereof, and of the 


_ account upon which such moneys have been received. 
Respectfully submitted, 


DaNnIEL F. Donovan, | | 
Collector of the City of Boston and County of Suffolk. 
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COLLECTING DEPARTMENT.— RECEIPTS. 








GENERAL REVENUE 


Taxes. 

Real, Perconal and Poll, 104 (Oh Faves, sede ohne $66,932,016 67 
PYrigts Y Gets ee ts eee ok ela nc ss ore or a elas <a 5,344,421 48 
a<ed Tote DISshONeEMOLISINE of spire 9 edn le kus oe As 46,965 00 
Taxes from’Lown of Brookline .... 2.3.2.5. 0.55604 79 05 
Reimbursement for loss of Taxes for land used for 

Pb ite aki SO iOline seer hi. ute eres oie he eee 70,275 33 
COrpOrstlOliel AX Ge der ela ie sone ene R ene 3,271,210 24 
Incomereaeee hb BFSA ES x Pe ep ee 5,427,676 75 
Motor Vehicle: Bixcise Taxi af 5. 2ilio.k:. . 24s ee 622,818 45 
TEXCe UR POMOTEIOD PID Bans as bocmcrls wh ex Gea dae 13,333 33 


—__——_———_| 981,734,861 30 
Special Assessments. 





Mothiod seecsinien taves scat Bic se ere acer nm oe $383 00 
Sidewalk Assessments Unapportioned............ 85 20 
Sidewalk Assessments Added to Taxes........ wee 2,844 38 
Sidewalk Assessments Paid in Advance........... 16 31 
Street Construction Assessments Unapportioned.. . 4,502 14 
Street Construction Assessments Added to Taxes .. 21,159 88 
Street Construction Assessments Paid in Advance.. 4,948 22 
Sewerage Works Assessments Unapportioned...... 1,497 49 
Sewerage Works Assessments Added to Taxes..... 8,583 28 
Sewerage Works Assessments Paid in Advance.... 335 32 
—— 44,350 22 
Mayor. 
PA TTSAIET ee CEDACS COU ceo ahd nin ainssuls bs oe Ree $105,036 00 
Concessionsetelisy. 10. 20. 1008, JS 2. PRR 1,219 00 
Deparnmont of Public Daley cfs. sas Lae ere 38,338 00 
—- — 144,593 00 
FETCASULYVRLICDALLIDION Grice tie tars > 9 aid sa indo whee 2 | oa aes ee 373 50 
Boston Retirement. Board . csc. pies oa dae evga vel ace eee 268,970 91 
ASSESSING DGDALCIMGNU. cmc beh esac th snes «ae | se oe ore 1 00 
Boston Porn ucnorily’. (osc. cc see aes ses 5 oe eee eee _ 10,820 83 
Collecting Department — Fees. 
BRP Se re pea a tite 5 ik eso lek, & Riess oe $17,652 53 
CCPL Tene er Sk his P aie &,akalere biG Gra HN gt a 5,730 00 
MiinnellSBEOUM 0 c.cc sce ELE RAP: oat bes 154 39 
etc: mre PinGtsO TAR: eds hiss oo a oth tae oe 14,437 90 
Morigaveeneaveceipidar cc. sass ree ts a Sen eae 89 00 
SaaRaaRCRad enn 38,063 82 


Collecting Department, Tellers’ Adjustment 
ACRE a iC ies orks vib ahd co oo ee ne ere ee 1,347 06 


CFB ST SO TOPOL ce ss 9 5.* bmn Xin bs ph 4b ne ie Canteen ee $82,243,381 64 
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Pat E TS legs oo ae Ob Se Re ee one Cee eee en 

Licensing Board. 

DARTUSE ER OONISIOR 75,91 gs 0 fia <A) 4 Sia ae bs vie wae a= $1,565,525 00 

UG PELIOPE oie Miets SEM fads. GRITS Clos, «4 ee Wa Re ee 51,208 40 
Law Department — Contingent Fund...........].............. 
BE UPL PETIA LLIVICT tac hae tht ates ld 2 Ries tae Dele dpe! ie fn 0's 
LMR er ROPE TEIION C20 tas ee ae eee naar e Let eh niet on eos 
Public Buildings Department. 

PL Grs eR sre eee oie dee: cd oe ieee ee tine CE es $25,112 71 

PACS NRNCOUSL Eee Ane a ad a tice ee sa ne eka eS 714 43 
Board of Real Estate Commissioners............ $99,169 37 
Board of Real Estate —- Parking Facilities....... 9,313 55 
ReROeE METS OC UATE INIOILL Rosse earch oh iy Pa rca a, ews se [ane = Weete Water > 
ME ay UE ED CEES lated Belge Lape baal us bapa ie a Bee ee diay Wa rial 
SIND VECUULLILENU tart mia t hss ars eet Sete et. ieee tin oe sos 
Ccitas PLATA SORTS Ce ca. fo nfs serine y Sea wees iene eid kate ss 
TAVEL AILS Sate a Fd SET Ua Poor om EAD Ae eae crear ae RR a eee era 
Be fe SDATUIMIEN tke aed: Aan ral on On ye ais ele 6 sors cto anes 
Boston Traffic Commission......... ie eae Petes | PE LE donee oe tas 27M 
Fire Department. 

PEP BN EL: Stee Mes oe 20d Sie Gis ys oS So's o> oe $71,801 36 

WUNE ee LIIe iO oe aN nse bd RU As ob bia ed <rt 68,882 00 
Building Department... 2250. - pus Seisjn ae eR ACCA) Ca sehen oat 
Unsafe Buildings — Securing, Removing, etc....|.............. 
Bra TET ECE RALIIITIOTS cate: 5a ne tales 5 sl cle ee Pe eae oe a 5 
PTET AU | USCOICU Ceres hes easy ty et ea ele o  a | 
Reston Minance: COMMISSION) <n wis 25 oe se [ek eee ee ee 
Weights and Measures: Department... 2. - eon | ee Ree eo 
BROMIELT IIONALLING IG Sr citead CE piers ces os Vin tla Ads Toye ee®. A ometetedh § 

Federal Grants — Public Health Education....... $5,325 00 

Federal Grants — Social Disease Control......... 6,000 00 

Federal Grants — Cadet Nursing Program........ 47 14 

Federal Grants — Tuberculosis Control........... 40,025 00 
Hospital Department. 

Pr LADIONE TOSMORD Ae. o.. wok 2k eens sea Os $32,069 50 

RUIBCOUBN GMS tale rerante. Dek cb x rk acd ois. Rie eee = 1,003,600 13 

FIOEMICAL LUIS b NOR dae isd oe crs Gide oh ean 2,484 20 

PETIACOTHI PTV IRON, hs ane wt eae i ee > Winer 103,333 76 

PANT OCIS: FOU eck o. < WA ee ee sine aioe ne hw 416 92 

TEPER DE PATE Oy 5 nie tsb) SSE I GEA sae a ee ee ir a 25 00 


1,616,733 
8,720 


75 
63,770 


25,827 


108,482 
1,763 
63,383 
212 


140,683 
82,356 


1,836 
7,056 
200 


51,397 


00 


35 
52 


14 


CEPT EINE: TOTRICARYL CF 5! pune cig, at nae eae och BOF: A Fos $1,141,929 51] $84,550,558 62 
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Hospital Department.— Continued. ' 
Federal Grants— Veterans’ Training and 





EIGUCAMON Ses vie eee back eee eine 29,214 72 
Federal Grants — Tuberculosis Control........... 15,077 16 
1,186,221 39 
laspection of Milk and Vinegar. t.yoek ae 08 11,433 00 
street: Laying-Out. Department)..455 wake eae pel oe 0 120,596 89 
Public Works Department. 
Central: Office ining eee Si ii eee) vo ee Oe $1,442 00 
Bridge Servicer. weer: 3. che ee eee ee 111,650 61 
Bride Pervice, Rents aweswcwsehe vee peek eee oe 2,900 00 
Lighting Servicer awe ded .o.5b sok en ene 405 35 
Pavinie CLVACases Gar eee St enn eT 40,913 78 
Sewer Nervice wy. (aed a. «- thc oe 22,5138 94 
DAILATYE Ser VICE pees ee aia Gee aerate 23,838 11 
Sires pening. CoOulten ay ssh reac ne eee 8,360 00 
212,023 79 
Public Welfare Department. 
Miscelianeguse’: ese. oe. p ch kh ed: eaeen eee $75,620 88 
Prom: Commonuwealtuseet +s bo oak ote. 5,142,070 64 
Federal Grants — Old Age Assistance............. 4,598,638 57 
Federal Grants — Dependent Children............ 946,461 94 
Federal Grant — Food Stamp Account........... 10,295 00 ; 
LO Ones 
Institutions. | 
nildy WelferesUivision ss. . \.0. ene ee $29,745 51 ; 
Sawyer Marcella Street Home Fund.............. 82 00 d 
WONZ ASLAN EOS pal. caste cis sees aa ee 12,810 07 ; 
Federal Grant — Plans for Chronic Hospital, Long ; 
Talangd 225 spot et ee cd ee ee Sige eae 19,700 00 ; 
Federal Grants — Long Island Hospital Tuber- i 
CMmlouis” Conwolle = rine, , hat) ee ee 100 00 ; 
Institutions Department, Central Office.......... 5045 55 
Steamers — ‘James M. Curley”, “Michael J. f 
Perkins’, and “‘Stephen O’Meara”’............. 551 65 
63,534 78 
Veterans’ Services Department. \,¢))) 4)... 1 83,362 18 
School Committee. 
Supplies and Incidentals: 
Extended Use of Schools.......5).............. $16,593 96 d 
pale'of Books and ‘Supplies:,....;.4,. 78. eeegee 1,805 03 
Traveling, Deaf Mitesis o.oo ok on 2,601 19 
RC REd LO NinGra th Ys}! 72 .e8 )e re ne eee rN 183 25 F 
Instrumental Instruction............7) 20) 9 9,910 55 } 
Cafeteria Sales foeyo... ..beesc cee eee 601,953 47 
Miscellaneous... 2%. 5... . flue) 1 eee ae 04,057 42 
Uee.of Schools for Voting, 0.5.42. ee 875 50 
School Instructors: ; 
ORO ee Ota Oy i 131,814 40 
ortion; egress...) Pon Cort als ile 33,655 62 } 
Dog lineages ay er iy ieee Wns 35,015 50 
Refund of Overpayments of Salaries, etc........ 486 23 
From Federal Government: 
mith Huphes Act... 4 eee oat ee se 61,614 98 
apr SOT ne oo) oe en rr ere $950,567 10) $97,000,817 68 





COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 5 














SOE ORME Us sree Dinyc osteo ey bo ca ed ig Ow S $950,567 10) $97,000,817 68 
School Committee.—Continued. 
Independent Industrial Schools: 

PTORT OUR. oe Wd, os ys one eee 529,491 70 
Persie tO VLCAGUOrs. : . oe. ita at kes, wy Sew eee 232,009 30 
Veterans’ Training and Education............. 103,270 72 
BATMEMETERLT SDC TPL TC CUI (50s ee af: aa sl wy ace < eR sald 16,051 70 

piece NIMOY Wardne ete. 2) 2 a ey 21pA(3 
PeeDr ee (Oct MUNUSwLIe. . coc. cos aoc hte Uae 23,186 58 
BSEONGULON MUIRNT Mert ee. oc Soot aca e eee enoe: 212 00 
‘prevt A ved Castel Bilge Ue > Leak | 0? a eee a aed eae ee 341 00 
HAMIPAG UBM SAC oe, ee ee ee 12 50 
ADA wUSsON wore ee Hd, «oboe wceten owas ih 83 14 
Bowdoin Dorchester School Fund................ 191 26 
POLO Ws, CONVERES 1H UNG: of os a os co ee 171 58 
Poe DUE PCHUGE aN ares. note cee 442 50 
Branklin Vedat und. OF. 2 ot. os. occe, eee OD: 70 20 
DUBOTE PCHOOLLE MITC Rie. ole oe Gt arn ee 3,302. 20 
Poe eT ayeOOl HUNG .. ce 2 o05 oo ayers 244 50 
ete terran school Hundt... 21... esbnad. 6 1,136 64 
PLPACUErS: WAtereLOULE UNG. «acy. : asc terse kk cB 200 98 
Samuel G. Davis School Fund................... 3,215 58 
Theobold A. Lynch School Fund................. 25 00 
Alice and Anny Maguire Fund)... eet Gngs 12 50 
heraiare (rake school bunds. i ab. 0.0655). lk: 62 50 
Department of School Buildings, Sales, Rents, etc., 7,397 03 


1,871,913 94 


Library Department, Fines, etc................. $30,929 23 
EULESS ST Eas FS BR po Reg gy Spe ne 47,063 86 
James L. Whitney Bibliographic Account......... 700 00 
aaeice rte VY DUCE LITO a5 eek eh at sok ok ew 6, 1,579 36 
POLIS Us EG ere ner eter wad nes 1s AMO Mle eas 4 00 
Brena aise oO sASOLAILG:34 yk See bean mee. 250 00 
Albert H. and Jessie O. Wiggin, Gift for _ Immediate 
NE A Pe ee Oe Deon) ee acer ern ae 1,184 10 
Hiram C. Merrill, Gift for Immediate Use.. 100 00 
Chinese Gift for Immediate Use. . Px 30 00 
81,840 55 
Park Department. 
Rees Smee Rie MED See Sie oe It Bt} Sok) ob sath oy $46,221 79 
UEP AE eo EE SENG a 12nd en er 13,231 90 
EPS FN BSR ta) [oar ance? Aap Gel age ea eee ne ee 31,384 91 
Park and Recreation Funds: 
Rreerem tr Randingeseund. a1. 00. oer ee eae 1,970 76 
Moston, Conmpn,. roa. Fund 7.48 fof) Ac. ao fe. 133 O08 
Mare. CO. Cummings FUNG: .0>. 0s. ces). koe 5,961 46 
Barns Olucin Ciutat od bs. oe ee 62 20 
Paeaet CLs thd TIER oe AP ees. fn sare 85 00 
tye ULE SOB ARs Lete Mie he: eChaiinas 9 Pannen Aegean eee Pr 85 00 
a Pe Be ere 99,136 10 
Interest. : 
DRE ASO Or. GR SEO R ey cies io ave ce ati we hak $112,995 51 
On Motor Vehicle:Excise Tax................0:: 1,695 50 
On Sidewalk Assessments. .......:....0ccccceees 1 86 
On Street and Sewer Assessments................ 60 38 
Prt suliging Liemattmnontne oa aa a eld aes e ccs 29 11 
: 114,782 36 


arrind Somer 1 be. Rit Dy <x ade od ane ces c 8 API ReGen rene $99,168,490 63 


OF OR ee, 
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PST OMY MEG OFUNITE 10 NDE 00'S apatas fasaagrctn ta ke tte ol OE wd $99,168,490 63 
Unclassified. 
Pension Accumulation Fund..................6:: $291,679 97 
Sales CLAY HO DeL uve tink.’ cre, Bens kcG eh i ile nacre 136,514 00 
Refund of Interest on Abatements............... 117 91 
Departmental Hauipmeni iets «pyc thre so dees 3,271 25 
Sales of City Property — Sinking Funds.......... 5,470 00 
Construction of Public Ways... 0... 2s... cece ee 36,442 73 
Beacon Street Construction — Chapter 90........ 50,000 00 
PAIES OF DUNOU LE LODETtY: 0. ohare meyd-t kee ees 28,100 00 
George Robert White Fund Income.............. 479,215 46 
CONSCISNER nee prunes ee uc 1,100 75 
Pedlers’ Licenses — State.... 0.0... 0.000200 ee cee 10,500 00 
Canal Street. Lands,’ Rents: 3. . bs cc hited 12,962 56 
Public Welfare — Refund Account............... 90,655 16 
Boston, Housine a tthority i.) bi aast ower 243,814 37 
Reimbursement from the Boxing Commission..... . 12,864 83 
HIP Way Unie, eens ke fc Pine a eae 843,402 94 
Park Department Suspense Account............. 31,790 00 
Collecting Department Suspense Account......... 32 10 
Sewerage Works — Non-Revenue................ 291 12 


nama to kee 
PUBLIC SERVICE ENTERPRISES. 


City Recordi Op. 0k. oo... ke cde =e be ae 2 ee ae eee 29,290 15 
PrintingaDepartmient, -.......... -f- «.+-<s0s ae" S fc ae cn ee 656,622 21 
Ferry Service. 
TOMES OLGety COMED bis an Utusan $13,158 54 
REN gtr tek. MOR IGA'. ow Lobe eR wih an ieee 120 -00 . 
—_—__—_——— 13,278 54 
Market Department. 
Ure, SD ph ne reese RARER TORR) rakes 6 97,992 63 
Sumner Traffic Tunnel. . 
PELs Us oui ROMER Go tae y ee Bane ve at Sk bees tree $1,757,760 00 4 
CTEM EEL tle. Bee eeepc pe Fae k bes ee aol 145 00 
Traffic Tunnel Plans — Acts of 1946............. 52,725 79 } 
TAT CR UNEP) Gee MIG so. sohbet inten: se clk cae 439 30 
rent a 
Water Services. 
WATER AL ed is Se cre. he ei, ae te i EE $4,648,017 01 
RR e Meme eis! ok Bye eagle Nat ka 383 20 
MBCA EBOUS Bg. gi pes: «os CeCe 1c Meee 83,771 74 
WeteGoAOer bis LOxGde <4 ot lb eaten: dee ce otto 132,993 17 
Water Division — Deposit Account.............. 109,811 64 
——_——————| 4,974,976 76 
Cemeteries. 
Sales, ete.: 
Dorchester North Burial Ground.............. $216 00 
Dorchester South Burial Ground.............. 63 00 
Evergreen Cemetery: . 20.0. Po. na kannst « 14,593 20 
Perrview. Cemetery :’. .pjccu « pes iierc ih seca a 16,013 84 
Moont Hope Cemetery +... .. sss e's" a's sae siesic 73,251 35 
Bennington Street Cemetery.................. 15 00 
Central Cometery. oi. sree eek 54 00 
pence Till Cemoterys oy. poe us tes ees os 38 00 
DOA OTWET GE: O66 8 6 oss a beh oleate ents’, $104,244 39/$109,029,946 16 


eee 
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eR FON UNITE Bio 2) Salad CO cys ty ok ea lane $104,244 39/$109,029,946 16 


Cemeteries.— Continued. 
Perpetual Care: 


IVR A COTIE URL Yo hd Sle Sty Wd Sa le ain Ss 5,650 00 
NG BAe WZOIIGLOLY.<, san cise ois ETD cep 18,252 50 
Se PEOTOPTIUEIMCLAry:. i. *.:. at aces hiss Wes eons ao eye ae 14,020 00 
Trust Funds Income: 
Dorchester North Burial Ground.............. 391 11 
Dorchester South Burial Ground............... 136 40 
Pereraveen Wemetery . 2.0) oi. ee hn en hs ce ee 5,331 49 
BAP IO YS, APEINIBDETY 525 Whig its ase eaRide eis ai vcete Jac 4,135 24 
PEMD LODE MSCTHALET cna a ee an cee a: 17,303 92 
BPORLOrIY LILIA CSTOUNCLS © oh Ss suis ouig fee a eee ss 175 88 
Buuipps pirees Cemetery. . 2. i. ss welad sie ee Ou,0 5 92 
RSET SIL TE GCLY 220s at, te ea eee eee hs 80 
Charles E. French Burial Ground Fund........ 325 00 
———_______—__- 169,972 65 
Rapid Transit. 
BINNS LOM rao, LENS, GUC: vii wk a picts © mice + $55,385 05 
Meenioodvon. emnnel ents. 7: . .)o; <u seieRal olen: ss 152,013, of 
Boylston Street Subway, Rents, etc.............. 241,097 83 
Boston Tunnel and Subway, Rents, etc........... 361,087 74 
Cambridge Connection, Rents................... 76,981 91 
Dorchester Rapid Transit, Rents, ete............. 503,543 15 
aparemrecer.. yee Wents oe. eae. sea es «Hee 48 554,843 45 
East Boston Tunnel, Alterations, Rents.......... 174,676 31 
East Boston Tunnel, Extension, Rents........... 106,168 79 
Hyde Park Street Railway, Rents............... 11,066 92 
Tremont Street Subway and Alterations, Rents... . 210,464 03 
Huntington Avenue Subway and Extension....... 119,281 72 
Boylston Street Subway, Acts of 1930............ 229,180 35 
Rapid Transit Facilities — East Boston District... 1,072 72 
—_——————| 2,801,863 34 
Gold Medal Funds. 
Fitzgerald Firemen’s Gold Medal Fund........... $25 00 
Walter Scott Medal for Valor Fund.............. 125 00 
J. Harleston Parker Medal Fund..........2....... 75 00 
a 225 00 
Public Memorial Funds. 
Gopnenhagen. Bund 276. 6.4.3. sean $200 00 
Ppa breath Un thepe  mea areriace ote oH SN ES 635 40 
Old State House Repair Fund..........0.......; 97 50 
_>—_ 932 90 


$112,002,940 05 
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Collecting Department.— Receipts for County of Suffolk. 








SGT pte twee ve tee Oe ee eel a+ CSe ic ssid ws \oie'v cate ed ee $1,057 56 
Supreme duds Court vi. 6-58. Gu vees d «svt. are] ee cee re 1,034 80 
superior Court, (Crviliession, .. f.c00.0i6 0. «4+ «ca clee os eee 34,734 78 
Superior Court, (Griminal Session. / 5. .ex. i... .. ee ee 23,126 O1 
Municipal Court, Civil Session: Jian’ sc. s Oe ee 10,091 80 
Municipal: Court; Criminal Session... 5.0 ..4¢5.% M1430 eee 125,982 50 
Munteipal, Court, Charlestown....)..5).. 6 s/s. sh’. «fasts os 0 9,665 33 
Municipal Courts Hast Boston... ...c'c. o's asin bes als 0) 17,011 41 
District Court, Ohelaeasy so... c,h es coven |e eee 8,457 19 
Municipal Court; south .Boston.2 ... 4.0... sk ane 15,468 22 
Municipal Court, Dorchester, s...5:%'.% 2... 5 s/s’. we 2 ee 13,440 47 
Municipal Court, Roxbury... 0.05.22. ee 38,698 22 
NMunieipal Court, West: Roxbuiryis oce8n «« veces. «x ae]. ee 14,654 38 
Munieipal Court; sbrightor, 3.4. ss «s- sesas nce opel coe eee 9,127 86 
From Master of House of Correction, Deer Island: 
Gaborsand sale of material p01. en eae $6,264 80 
Sale of manufactured goods, ete.................. 17,310 26 
Poulieysndnsiry | aes. 4 2 vc Was ot 33,077 15 
Sa TLeaLeee ae 57,152 21 
Probate:Court, #ig2 8 +.2 sae bh ane ake TS 86 50 
Registry of Deeds. ce vice «ccs bee's ciele'so lysine eee 134,194 77 
Damd Gourts yc to eee atte ese gece sun koula ly lola fo lete to tee ee eee 11,148 75 
PCOS ee aera Rah ce fies) bata atte hes fh meine eta a Oe ‘909 00 
puffolk County Gouri House. .. ii... se ee 298 08 
Insanity Cases Uae. fe ack nie SL Oe ny A ee 3,261 05 
Unclaimed money from Probation Officers...........].............. 644 02 
dirvenile Courts eo. vs ee eel eot te aie ee ees 5 00 
Court House Maintenance: .... 0! 72), 2 ee ek eee 147,511 03 
UratiLea vention bMdg6.) cs, - 0 04.s-. os svat oa ee ee 1,913 36 
$679,674 30 
a ee 


ee————aoa@apyxoama@sO0$@oOO9Dnm@na@qTy*#Y#vTv109nWmD@@OoOsoOoOooOoODnO0)anaan9”SS oo 
Total Receipts. 
8S8Ss—0Mas@maOmS9M$@Mm9m9mS9mmaSaSSa 


EUV eat ESOSLOD + | wire ttisher a oietwiecbe Sim «cov ects isc Gre ee pak $112,002,940 05 
Countyrotmunolicreds oa 2 piled. Wetec ac dbw dice ress oe oe 679,674 30 


$112,682,614 35 
a... smn 
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COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 9 
CITY OF BOSTON 
1947 ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE. 
wo, | Pemme /° ont | acts, 
Taxes: 
Real, Personal and Polls.............. $74,390,013 44 | $66,932,016 67 | $69,092,106 98 | $5,297,906 46 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts... ... LEA AE et Aa Gesabass ay cd Lap ee ad elds 14,127 17 
Motor Vehicle Excise................ 710,671 04 342,129 58 348,597 38 362,073 66 
Sidewalk Assessments Added to Taxes.... 3,155 26 2,166 30 2,166 30 988 96 
Street Assessments Added to Taxes...... 22,262 06 18,177 93 18,255 97 4,006 09 
Unapportioned Sewer Assessments....... 13,659 54 1,352 68 1,752 68 11,906 86 
Unapportioned Street Assessments....... 15,054 62 2,886 43° 2,886 43 12,168 19 
Sewer Assessments Added to Taxes...... 10,732 97 6,844 16 6,845 60 3,887 37 
PUI SSOBIT) Suto eae ey ks wag ee 52,348 90 48,908 40 49,523 40 2,825 50 
EES BES A ee ne ee 1,585,563 00 1,560,425 00 1,563,303 00 22,260 00 
Public Buildings Rents.................. 25,128 65 24,782 30 24,782 30 346 35 
Real Estate Commission................ 115,359 29 84,255 09 84,639 76 30,719 53 
POCHR I EPALLIMEN th sss. ..c'- sis-c. 0 oes ee oa 75,013 83 70,206 56 70,206 73 5,567 10 
SSUES DESUS TO i 14,958 29 14,048 47 14,048 47 909 82 
PERE RLICDALEIMNONG. 35 n 5s. c'k ese n 0's Hake ble 79,471 97 . 70,628 25 70,756 64 8,715 33 
qiealth Department. ....52..ccnsccoens 18,938 52 17,824 52 17,849 52 1,089 00 
Hospital Department... ......02cce0e0e; 1,126,609 83 1,012,169 93 1,026,243 63 100,366 20 
Tone island HOSpIbal sii. scc cheno cade 17,832 94 10,940 44 10,965 79 6,867 15 
Unsafe Buildings — Securing, Removing, 
eee. odie ¥, b nike. We Soviet se) ahs 39,977 24 61 00 668 00 39,309 24 
Public Works Department: 
ELS slag Te 6) ee ae 22,752 00 20,027 11 20,027 11 2,724 89 
Isridge pervice, Kents... «cs. sss chee 3,100 00 2,400 00 2,400 00 700 00 
PAR OUN RS ROTVIO nao 5 5 ale kw Jc let Hd ek vias 489 18 299 64 366 59 122 59 
TERA ON Sci ig tele IE OR ERNIE neuer 2 40,982 07 40,844 28 40,844 28 137 79 
marke Doenartment, Parks» ..2 <2 9+<% «0% 46,505 45 46,219 29 46,249 29 256 16 
Park Department, Rents, .. oc asses. 14,287 90 13,216 90 13,246 90 1,041 00 
PEPIN LTISIRILOLONS os vrais onsind oe ek ee 968,266 08 897,253 65 897,325 04 70,941 04 
School Committee, Supplies, Etc........ 688,780 28 685,776 29 685,881 09 2,899 19 
Department of School Buildings......... 7,640 03 7,396 03 7,396 03 244 00 
George Robert White Fund............. 481,331 06 476,880 46 476,880 46 4,450 60 
Boylston Street Subway — Acts of 1930. . pirat ba Bo AF aed eer gt oe Regen dene Meee tig . 229,183 48 
Huntington Avenue Subway and Exten- 
OUR ee er ene rere Peres 119,637 04 68 30 68 30 119,568 74 


SMT OAE SOPUNIE 5 Sa -cts ss e's'4 ek > 3 Cems $80,954,593 13 | $72,410,705 66 | $74,596,283 67 





$6,358,309 46 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
1947 ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE.— Concluded. 








Payments Uncollect 
a 

Byrougaly OPWGrd oat en sues ss Welle te $80,954,593 13 | $72,410,705 66 | $74,596,283 67 | $6,358,309 46 
CSiy ecard. C5 iis Fos Gian ee 2.03 4% 24,870 07 22,326 57 22,326 57 2,543 50 
PEIryemervicOcw ted asta eiets saPeials aris 13,183 54 13,154 54 13,179 54 4 00 
Ferry Service; Onis jaee weirs «os dtc Se 145 00 115 00 140 00 5 00 
Market, Ronis. .(7. to. wes ees) + s+ Poirot = 99,909 54 95,807 55 95,807 55 4,101 99 
Printing Department: -4 hb... 6. 5.8 S55 654,260 64 531,630 25 581,797 99 122,462 65 
Tramiotiunnel, Tous sc. gas os 5 oe oe 1,758,149 50 1,758,149 30 1,758,149 30 29 
Water Hates: COW 8G. add Fleet 4,887,248 05 4,076,644 90 4,105,956 30 781,291 75 
Water ServicGs) 2. hie. wet. «2 st beek tne 86,644 88 83,525 00 83,694 67 2,950 21 
Water’Added to axedisnt.. es xs tbe eee 151,906 63 85,652 78 87,893 86 64,012 77 


ALOCAIST: Masters eras beeen e hc ac lee $88,630,910 98 | $79,077,711 55 | $81,295,229 45 $7,335,681 53 











COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 11 


CITY OF BOSTON 


1946 AND PRIOR ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE. 
een a ee eee 








Uncollected Payments Uncollected 
Total Total 
January 1, res to : December 31, 

- 1947 Debits Treasurer Credits 1947 
a 
Taxes: 

Real, Personal and 

Ueeeihi cB eae ee $13,587,602 17 | $19,633,426 67 $5,344,421 48 | $14,365,022 16 $5,268,404 51 
Motor Vehicle Excise 
AL OCON outa foe. A 1,509,732 03 1,644,818 91 280,788 87 1,368,061 93 276,756 98 

PAGING scores aoe. 578 00 596 00 383 00 460 00 136 00 
Unapportioned sidewalk 

Assessments......... 7,932 16 8,076 15 85 20 2,076 64 5,999 51 
Sidewalk Assessments 

Added to Taxes...... 2,360 45 2,567 21 678 08 al Pa lrere 545) 1,389 66 
Unapportioned Street 

Assessments......... 146,070 70 146,070 70 io las yal 23,852 51 122,218 19 
Street Assessments 

Added to Taxes...... 6,812 43 7,450 38 2,981 95 4,876 67 2,573 71 
Unapportioned Sewer- 

age Works  Assess- 

TIPO =.) ste kre OR kh! 32,315 73 32,315 73 144 81 4,100 35 28,215 38 
Sewerage Works Assess- 

ments Added to Taxes, 5,626 69 6,626 40 1,739 12 4,908 64 vevaris 
Separate Systems of 

Drainage, 1934 and 

ALOT ER i.e kaa ee: 7,197 97 CMe y GN eS a ee mee, Cane 7,197 97 
Suspended Assessments, 

1930 and Prior...... 175,673 63 AVE,G1 O00: ‘Norns ween Some halt ahs Nala te, | 175,673 63 
Mayor, Departmental... 15 00 EOIUO tio neon me. chae ere yo ee 4 15 00 
Licensing Board....... 2,576 00 2,576 00 2,300 00 2,641 50 | Cr. 65 50 
Liquor Licenses........ 9,500 00 9,500 00 5,100 00 9,200 00 300 60 
City Clerk Department, T.OGe We Le Peta ee ae. VE et, See cs InOF 
Public Buildings Depart- 

MOTE PRVONGS. $2.4). a 401 16 401 16 330 41 330 41 COED 
Board of Real Estate 

Commission......... 87,503 86 87,503 86 14,914 28 28,517 36 58,986 50 
Police Department..... 13,280 83 13,695 15 1,477 16 2,174 58 11,520 57 
Boston Traffic Commis- 

tty a) SA ert 3,636 87 3,831 85 89 45 428 53 3,403 32 
Fire Department....... 8,724 21 9,041 92 1,173 11 1,724 10 7,317 82 
Building Department... 26,518 10 - 27,951 30 249 68 15,572 04 12,379 26 
Health Department... . 4,172 19 4,172 19 2,148 00 2,289 00 1,883 19 
Hospital Department... 313,155 17 314,886 O1 23,499 70 29,538 98 285,347 03 
Sanatorium Division. .. . 1,767 93 RTOT OG: tocsescev ter he Sr rennin AS " 1,767 93 
Child Welfare Depart- 

ODT ARS jaa aa ee 112 14 Pela eens ieee le Ap ey ee ase 112 14 




















Carried forward... .| $15,953,266 49 | $22,140,275 33 | $5,684,120 01 | $15,866,952 95 $6,273,322 38 
|e a gmt: es RS ER a a Rr 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
1946 AND PRIOR ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE.— Concluded. 








Uncollected Payments Uncollected 
Total Total 
January 1, : to 2 December 31, 
1947 Debits Treasurer Credits 1947 





Brought forward. ..| $15,953,266 49 | $22,140,275 33 $5,684,120 01 | $15,866,952 95 | $6,273,322 38 


Long Island Hospital... 16,156 74 16,182 09 1,869 63 1,869 63 14,312 46 
Library Department.... 41 85 Al BBW lee ba Sloss Sats lc cate sR Ea 41 85 
Unsafe Buildings — Se- 

curing, Removing, etc. 3,051 43 3,051 43 1,275 30 2,009 18 1,042 25 
Public Works Depart- 

ment: 

Bridge Service....... 209,529 52 209,529 52 91,623 50 91,743 48 117,786 04 

Bridge Service, Rents, 1,800 00 1,825 00 500 00 575 00 1,250 00 

Lighting Service..... 383 17 393 17 105 71 11671 277 46 

Paving Service....... 377 69 377 69 69 50 69 50 308 19 

Sewer Service........ 464 53 464 53 25 00 50 00 414 53 

Sanitary Service..... 1,072 42 1,089 75 260 63 540 46 549 29 
Park Department,Parks, 1,363 68 1,384 68 2 50 544 31 840 37 
Park Department,Rents, 502 00 503 00 15 00 516 00 | Cr. 13 00 
School Instructors...... 47,053 25 48,114 42 | 38,079 42 39,990 34 8,124 08 


School Committee, Sup- 
lies et eh sees 4,443 43 4,566 73 2,204 08 2,228 20 2,338 53 


Department of School 
Buildings, Sales, 


Rents; (eves. sei eee 114 00 114 00 1 00 1 00 113 00 
George Robert White 

und it Gee ee te ee 24,609 53 24,609 53 2,335 00 2,335 00 22,274 53 
Mount Hope Cemetery, 70 00 70 00 WN occ oeed ere see ee ce ee eee 70 00 
Cap Record... 2. tiie uss. 7,454 48 7,534 98 6,698 73 6,873 73 661 25 
Ferry Servicé.......... 96 00 96 00 4 00 98 00 | Cr. 2 00 
Market Department, 

Rennie... sane cares 9,379 09 11,149 98 2,185 08 4,601 80 6,548 18 
Printing Department... 126,837 68 127,379 76 125,279 90 126,303 94 1,075 82 
Water Rates yeern cess s 962,308 88 978,372 87 571,372 11 751,930 89 226,441 98 
Water Services......... 9,613 44 9,613 44 629 94 739 49 8,873 95 
Water Added to Taxes, 231,482 42 233,724 81 47,340 39 99,987 58 133,737 23 


Huntington Avenue Sub- 
way and Extension... 119,288 42 119,288 42 119,213 42 119,213 42 75 00 


_——— nr, nr | eS: 


Totals. 6. tees ose : $17,730,760 14 | $23,939,752 98 | $6,695,209 90 | $17,119,289 61 $6,820,463 37 








0 Oe 


COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 13 


RECAPITULATION. 

— Doe 

Uncollected Payments Uncollected 

Total Total 
January 1, ; to ° December 31, 
1947 Debits Treasurer Credits 1947 

SS RT eS ore eee ec eS Be aie AS EE ee 
Eee ee BOROUN Wy a yas ooeks eC a lee oe $88,630,910 98 | $79,077,711 55 | $81,295,229 45 $7,335,681 53 


1946 and Prior Accounts, | $17,730,760 14 | 23,939,752 98 6,695,209 90 17,119,289 61 6,820,463 37 








OUIAG Sy's ste re, ne $17,730,760 14 |$112,570,663 96 | $85,772,921 45 $98,414,519 06 | $14,156,144 90 


Sees SS 
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 
1947 ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE. 














Total Debits Payments Total Credits Balance 
House of Correction, Deer Island, In- 
Gustriest >. 212k Meee ees ac Ae A $19,852 91 $17,310 26 $17,310 26 $2,542 65 
House of Correction, Deer Island, Poultry 
TndustEy Boe. ate RSE eee ecw fe 32,147 75 25,574 49 25,574 49 6,573 26 
RHsaHI ts Gases cee, nse et eee ee eee 2,635 60 2,009 45 2,024 20 611 40 
POtAIBS erie eee er ten eerie $54,636 26 $44,894 20 $44,908 95 $9,727 31 








1946 AND PRIOR ACCOUNTS SHOWING BALANCES DUE. 








earners Total Debits Payments | Total Credits Balance 





House of Correction, 














Deer Island, Regular, $637 62 $6,530 80 _ $6,264 80 $6,320 80 $210 00 
Insanity Cases......... S(be2D WS(5 v0 1,251 60 1,285 75 589 50 
OtaIs thas cies obi aes $2,512 87 $8,406 05 $7,516 40 $7,606 55 $799 50 
RECAPITULATION. 
Peace iper Total Debits Payments Total Credits Balance 
TO4S7 PA COOUTE Serer iate lic sia cena a alete le eles $54,636 26 $44,894 20 $44,908 95 $9,727 31 
1946 and Prior Accounts, $2,512 87 8,406 05 7,516 40 7,606 55 799 50 


LOUIS? 7 crgs Shea's $2,512 87 $63,042 31 $52,410 60 $52,515 50 $10,526 81 











— 
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COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 


on ee eS eS ee 
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COLLECTING DEPARTMENT. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HLECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Boston, January 30, 1948. 


Hon. JAMES M. Cur .ey, 
Mayor of the City of. Boston. 
Srr,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945 
registration was held continuously at the central office 
from January 2 to October 15, inclusive, and from 
November 5 to December 31, inclusive. Registration 
in wards was held on October 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 
and 15, from 6 p. m. to 10 p. m., for the City Election. 
This registration was held in two places in different 
sections of each ward, five nights in each place. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS. : 


At the State Election held November 5, 1946, the 
number of voters on the list was 385,513. The number 
of voters in the first list published by the Board, August 
18, 1947, was 350,751. The number of voters on the 
supplementary voting list at the close of registration 
for the City Election was 17,819. Included in this latter 
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figure are the names of 7,697 voters who were omitted 
from the 1947 police listing and who were restored to the 
voting list without reregistration under the provisions 
of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. 


Omitted Listings, 1947. 























WARDS. | Men. | Women. Total. 

| el Wah ah) en ee ene ay ae yee eT 152 95 247 

Ap tetet Hekhc a cae a's y, 2 RR ee 99 64 163 

Sei eet ele | 2a laa 517 233 750 

re ee a he RL Bek eR 3 hy) 319 308 627 

Disc cao ek Ge tk ie ee a 345 49] 836 

Op abee ter tee 2), + "Ce Pa eee 123 80 203 

BD Ls ee Os pea ee er. NSS PY 154 96 250 

Pee Soa. fan by Sa OO Me ee Ae BR Ge 131 118 249 

A) TNT eet Rene oss y Nie ee Ce 230 224 454 

ns oe Ae ee Ce Me Sunk ay SP 114 120 234 
Ee ee ae al sc a ee a ee 96 78 174 
REP e ee eae le ee On 287 256 543 
a a nee fe 137 118 255 
Le A cA x cnc oa DEN ee ee 284 199 | 483 
Eten ee eee So a ee 76 78 154 
LOGI eV EN: SOT SEI we eNO 119 112 231 
He ie ge en eee me C8 126 103 229 
hk Se Se ee rrr Lal! 128 119 | 247 
Le inl a en. 7 \ Ye 1B 73 91 164 
TEE Se See ie en eR ey +. 136 122 258 
7h UIs, Sen te tue a i a Mis GOR lind 283 323 606 
A200.) MALI. TL. DIGGER A 186 154 340 
DQUAIB Mae tt cS r04, 524 2 ee 4.115 3,582 | 7,697 











The number of voters on the final list sent to the 
polls on the day of the City Election, held November 
4, 1947, was 368,570, a decrease of 16,943 from the 
number on the list at the preceding State Election. 
The number of voters on the final list, December 31, 
1947, was 368,883. 


NOMINATION PAPERS AND PETITIONS. 


The Board received 1,997 nomination papers for the 
City Election, on which 73,887 names were certified ; 
706 papers were submitted on 5 initiative petitions, 
on which 13,411 names were certified; and 8 petitions 
for recount of ballots cast, on which 466 names were 
certified. This makes a total of 2,711 papers, on which 
the names of 87,764 voters were certified. 





ELECTION DEPARTMENT. ill 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST. 


The names of 4,296 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city, 
and other causes. 


JURORS. 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1947 con- 
tained the names of 10,748 voters of Boston. During 
the time covered by this report, 2,844 were drawn for 
jury service. 


REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 196 of 
the Acts of 1946, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their 
homes or other places of confinement upon receipt of 
an application for such registration. Applications were 
received from 11 such persons. Of that number three 
were found to be qualified and were duly registered; one 
was too ill to be interviewed for registration. Seven 
applications were received after the closing date es- 
tablished by law and therefore could not be honored. 
Persons found qualified to register were furnished with 
applications for absentee ballots for the City Election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 51, 
of the General Laws, three persons in the military 
service were registered as voters in Boston during the 
period from the close of registration to the third day 
preceding the City Election. 


REDUCTION IN VOTING PRECINCTS. 


Effective January 1, 1947, the total number of voting 
precincts in the City of Boston was reduced from 395 
to 362. This reduction was made possible by the 
installation, in 1946, of voting machines in Wards 1, 2, 
3, and 4, and the consequent reprecincting of these 
wards. 
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VoTING MACHINES. 


The 1947 City Election was conducted with four 
wards (Wards 1, 2, 3, and 4) completely equipped with 
voting machines. The Board is of the opinion that 
the machines were satisfactory, notably in the prompt 
and accurate returns obtained from the mechanized 
wards. 


ABSENT VOTING. 


Absentee voting applied to this City Election, and set 
forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots: 


167 applications received from civilians. 
165 civilian ballots mailed. 
111 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 
107 civilian ballots cast. 
66 applications received from physically disabled. 
66 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 
42 ballots returned and sent to polls. 
42 ballots cast. 
11 applications received from members of the armed forces 
(both voters and 8. A. V.’s). 
| application received from kin for registered voters in 
the armed forces. 
0 applications received from kin qualifying persons in the 
armed forces (S. A. V.’s). 
12 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
12 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
3 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
3 ballots of servicemen cast. 
3 civilian ballots returned “unclaimed.” 
0 servicemen’s ballots returned ‘‘unclaimed.”’ 
23 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast. 
1 serviceman’s ballot returned too late to be cast. 
179 total applications received. 
177 total ballots mailed. 
110 total ballots cast. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 


The term of Miss Gertrude A. Pfau expired on 
March 31, 1947, and she was reappointed for the 
term of four years ending March 31, 1951. Hon. 
Joseph A. Langone, Jr., who resigned as an Election 
Commissioner on June 8, 1946, was reappointed on 
March 21, 1947, for the term ending March 31, 1950. 

Commissioner William A. Motley, Jr., continued as 
Chairman, and Commissioner Everett R. Prout as 
Secretary. 
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EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
ending December 31, 1947, amounted to $298,114.09. 


Wiutu1am A. Mot tey, Jr., 
EVERETT R. Prout, 
JOSEPH A. LANGONE, dR.; 
GERTRUDE A. PFAv, 

Board of Election Commissioners. 


ELECTION STATISTICS. 














TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER 
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS 
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT- 
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE 
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH 
CANDIDATE AT THE 


CITY ELECTION Sake . November 4, 1947. 
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Votes Cast for Question, City Election, 
November 4, 1947. 
Shall the provisions of section forty of chapter seventy=one of the 
General Laws, as amended, relative to equal pay for men and 
women teachers be in force in this city? 


WARDS. . | Yes. | No. | Blanks. 

1, CPL gi cue ee etn MeN 4,125| 2,678] 3,414 
Yas ds A, Se ee aa 2,922] 1,539| 1,075 
The, Ohad Wee ce iia et 8 ak Dold 3,707 | 2,064] 4,789 
1 he 0,82 Fett on hee A ao A 3,027 | .1,148 580 
2 AS OT eh a pre 4,527 | 2,244 896 
CRI tener tela R Perc ia 3,303 | 2,281 | 1,300 
rh RS RE IEA EOE 3,893 | 2,731 968 
RAMUS, Ue tor Meet ey. 3.380 | 1,796| 1,236 
ih Dens egg a IS TAT RAE 4,235 |  1,602| 1,775 
fig y OPM ants Ce ean emerr .....- 4,590} 3,019 | 1,099 
W. G325 pce iad ae el ea il shes 3,892 | 2,686 817 
PAN CARS ES tad Anan ener 4,983 | 2,201 991 
Pee tren eee hace | Sa eg eo on 900 
"y py vier RAS aeons ee de dye) 7,593 | 3,749] 2,479 
‘Ces A AS ee Nes Ee 3,552 | 3,030 849 
TOME hee ie ae in 4,138} 4,221 898 
CTA ahi te tans ge. eT Sf 4,975 | 3,950 908 
ETA cise ata SaaS cael tlk als aie at aD 4,397 | 4,196 925 
TiS Oe ete at ae er 4,540 | 3,997 682 
TY hon RAR gh SO a Reon 5,760 | 6,448 739 
Pee a TARAS IN te Sten ah aha 5,537 | 2,882 820 
Td aoe Na a cc abe apenas ane ea 4,771 | 3,536 944 
Se Hintas inte’ Wn 0) Cansei | Mog 198711 84:036°h . 29084 
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BOSTONIA 
4, CONDITA A, 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Boston, January 2, 1948. 


Hon. James M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DEAR Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of 
the activities of the Boston Fire Department and the 
Electrical Inspection Division for the year ending 
December 31, 1947. 

It is no exaggeration to state that the year 1947 has 
been one of the most notable years in the entire history 
of the department due to radical changes in the admini- 
strative setup of the department. In the first place 
the advent of the forty-eight-hour work week for the 
uniformed force, which became effective February 4, 
1947, necessitated a complete reorganization as well 
as a considerable reassignment of the department’s 
personnel. Whereas the former work week for the 
uniformed force consisted of eighty-four hours the 
requirements of the new law restricted the work week 
to an average of not more than forty-eight hours. 

It was my conservative estimate that a minimum 
of 750 new men, together with the necessary promotions 
in the various officer grades would be needed to operate 
the department on an efficient basis and maintain 
standards in conformance with the Underwriters’ re- 
quirements. Shortly after the first of January, 1947, 
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the department proceeded to induct 500 new men, 
the number authorized by Your Honor. Inasmuch 
as the Civil Service Commission was unable to furnish 
a certified list of appointees for probationary appoint- 
ment it became necessary for the department to induct 
500 provisional firemen and process them through the 
medical and physical tests set up by our own organ- 
ization with the assistance of the Health Department 
of the city. It was not until the end of February that 
the processing period was finished. 

Under the severe handicap of winter conditions 
outdoor drill schools had to be established. In order 
to accelerate the period of training a work week of 
sixty-eight hours was established for all provisional 
firemen. With the approval of Your Honor an addi- 
tional hundred provisional firemen were added to the 
department strength early in July, 1947. Every measure 
possible has been taken to train all provisional firemen 
in their respective duties. Instruction in all phases 
of firefighting with emphasis on the use of water fog 
and foam were made available, not only to the provi- 
sional members but to the permanent personnel of 
the department through the Firefighting School estab- | 
lished in South Boston by means of the facilities placed 
at our disposal by the United States Navy. 

As this report is being written the Civil Service 
Commission of the Commonwealth has forwarded a 
certified list of names for permanent appointment to 
the department which will necessitate the dropping of 
approximately 385 provisional men. Fortunately a 
large percentage of these men have qualified for perma- 
nent appointment and are on the present certified 
list. However, as a result of a checking of the list it 
appears that the department will be compelled to 
induct approximately 150 new men at this time and 
furthermore be compelled to conduct drill schools 
again this year under the handicaps of winter conditions. 
It is my opinion that the personnel of the firefighting 
force cannot be properly stabilized until well along 
into 1948. Furthermore, the department will lose the 
benefit of the additional twenty work hours per week 
given to the department by provisional men inasmuch 
as all members on probation will be entitled to the 
provisions of the forty-eight-hour work week. This 
reduction in working hour alone is equivalent to the 
loss of 162 men in the firefighting force. 
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With respect to equipment and renovations and 
alterations in old fire stations, a much brighter picture 
ean be presented. During 1946 the sum of $300,000 
was appropriated for much needed extensive repairs 
and alterations in old fire stations. This money was 
allocated to seven fire houses as listed below, and with 
the exception of Engine 33’s house the work is all but 
completed: 


Fire Cost of Contractor. 

Station. Alterations. 
Engine 1 $27,866 00 M. Solimando 
Engine 22 45,761 22 J.S. Kelliher Company 
Engine 24 32,946 40 M. Solimando 
Engine 33 58,343 46 J. A. Singarella Company 
Engine 14 24,608 46 Rossano Construction Company 
Engine 41 26,381 31 J.S. Kelliher Company 
Engine 46 32,493 97 Construction Units, Inc. 








The sum of $450,000 was appropriated for the con- 
struction of new fire stations. The firm of J. A. Sing- 
arella Company was awarded a contract in the 
amount of $122,900 for the construction of a new fire 
station at Mt. Vernon and River streets, Back Bay. 
The old building has been.removed, but on account of 
foundation problems in connection with the abutters 
there has been a delay in the erection of the new station. 

Another contract was awarded to Construction Units, 
Inc., for a new station at the corner of Charter and 
Hanover streets, in the amount of $193,602.21, to house 
Engine 8 and Ladder 1. This work is progressing satis- 
factorily and it is anticipated that the building should 
be completed early next April. 

The department is in need of a first-class fireproof 
construction garage. The present building on Wareham 
street housing the Fire Alarm construction force, in my 
opinion, is structurally unsafe and should be condemned. 
Small car maintenance is conducted in a garage leased 
by the city at 172-176 Blue Hill avenue. 

The main repair shop of the department at 70 Bristol 
street is inadequate in construction and design to take 
care of the vast amount of repair work necessary in a 
modern fire department. 

In 1946 Your Honor authorized an expenditure of 
approximately $550,000 for the purchase of new equip- 
ment. Delivery of all equipment ordered, with the 
exception of six aerial ladder trucks, was made during 
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the early autumn of this year. The department has 
actually received twenty new pumpers, six hose wagons, 
two high pressure hose wagons, three rescue wagons, 
three lighting plants, and one tractor for Tower 2. In 
addition, the city purchased two 500-gallon Chevrolet 
pumps from the War Assets Administration and we 
have on loan from the Navy Department one Seagrave 
1,000-gallon pump and one Seagrave Quadruple ladder 
truck. 

In order to complete the modernization program of 
the department, Your Honor in 1947 has further allo- 
cated the sum of $913,000 towards new apparatus and 
$20,000 for the purchase of fire alarm boxes and lockers. 
Contracts are now in the process of being awarded for 
the purchase of twenty pumps, twelve hose wagons, one 
tractor for Tower 1, six 65-foot aerials and four 85-foot 
aerials. 

A fleet of eighteen small cars have likewise been 
ordered for district and deputy chiefs. 

More than passing reference should be made to the 
modernization of the marine division of the department. | 
In 1946 Your Honor allocated $300,000 for the pur- 
chase of two Navy minesweepers for reconversion into 
fireboats. These boats were purchased from the United 
States Maritime Commission at a cost of $25,000 each. 
A contract in the amount of $168,000 was awarded to 
the General Ship and Engine Works, Inc., East Boston, 
covering the cost of reconversion. One of the boats 
has already been delivered and accepted by the city; 
namely, new Engine 31, and is considered one of the 
most modern and efficient fireboats along the entire 
Atlantic Coast. As a result of Your Honor’s foresight, 
when the second ship is delivered next February, 1948, 
Boston will have the best equipped fireboat fleet of its 
size in the country. 

Karly in 1946 it was my recommendation that the 
City of Boston adopt a modern fire prevention code 
which would greatly strengthen the Fire Prevention 
Division of this department in its efforts to eliminate 
and reduce fire hazards throughout the city. A model 
fire prevention ordinance has now been drafted by this 
department and is being studied by the Law Depart- 
ment of the city prior to presentation to Your Honor 
for final approval. I trust that early consideration will 
be given to the adoption of this ordinance as through 
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the carrying out of its provisions the city should be able 
to materially reduce the annual fire loss. 

The program instituted by Your Honor in 1946 for the 
complete modernization of the Fire Department should 
be completed during 1948 and will place the Boston 
Fire Department in the enviable position of being one 
of the outstanding departments of the country from a 
standpoint of efficiency and capability. 


Respectfully yours, 


RUSSELL 8. CopMAN, JR., 
Fire Commissioner. 





oo 
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EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION. 
BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
1947. 
Fire Commissioner, RussELL 8S. CopMAN, JR. 
Executive Secretary, W1Lt1aM D. SLATTERY. 
Medical Examiner, Martin H. SpevumMaAn, M. D. 
Chief of Department, NAPEEN BOUTILIER. 


Superintendent of Maintenance Division, WALTER C. 
GLYNN. 

Superintendent of Fire Alarm Division, ALBERT L. 
O’BANION. 


Deputy Chief in Charge of Fire Prevention Division, 
Epwarp N. MONTGOMERY. 


Superintendent, Electrical Inspection Division, BERNARD 
B. WHELAN. 


Awarded ‘‘ Walter Scott Medal for Valor’ during 1947. 


Hoseman Tuomas J. McGratu, Engine Company 14. 


Name added to “‘ Roll of Merit”? during 1947. 
_ Aide to Deputy John F. Holland, Engine Company 22. 











FirE DEPARTMENT. 


IN MEMORIAM. 
Deaths of Active Members During 1947. 




















DATE. Name. Rank. Company. 

varie 8 Gerona: Joseph A. Nelson........| First Engineer...| Engine 31. 

January 24..... John Da Whurp iy. ce... Ladderman..... Ladder 16. 

March NR ea eae George H. Conner....... Auto Repairer...| Maintenance Division. 
March DA We tee Charles A. Buchanan.....}| Hoseman....... Rescue 1.* 

May erences William H. Warnock..... Lea DOLeD eee ei: Maintenance Division. 
July Serer William J. McKernan....| Ladderman..... Ladder 15. 

August o) Sree Edmund T. Bowler....... Hoseman....... Engine 48. 

August 900. e. se Daniela oulivane va ae Ladderman..... Ladder 11. 

October De hae William J. Lanagan...... Auto Machinist..| Maintenance Division. 
October Did ones LouissCa le sulckelae se Deputy Chief...| Division Headquarters. 
November 7..... Gerald F. Donovan...... Lieutenant...... Engine 3. 


November 22..... 


December 3..... 


December 11..... 


Henry W. Henricksen.... 


Joseph B. Sullivan....... 








Provisional Fire- 
TIGLT) ee re 





Ladder 29. 


Ladder 19.* 


Engine 54, 








* Died in performance of duty. 





A 
F 
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COMPARATIVE FIGURES — MAN POWER. 
(Actually on Rolls.) 








. Total Total Total 
Yeas, | Fighting’ | Number of| Nember of] Number of xmober of| Number o 
i Privates.t Operators. ants. Captains. Chiefs. 
LO4A Sea, eee. 1,156 851 56 121 82 23 
A a dene ee 1,346 1,021 44 124 95 30 
DDAG Tite ts. cee iar 1,373 1,062 37 124 89 31 
LORI Tee et eek 2,014 1,530 31 189 90 51 


*Includes Chief of Department, Aides to Commissioner and Chief of Department, 
Masters and Engineers on fireboats, High Pressure Service and Motor Squad. 
T As of December 31. 


USE OF APPARATUS. 
Summary — Service Reports, 1947, Engine Companies. 


Usa avon, | Sone | te, || pean ea 
FRVEUR GI, Phe BN uly wc 0 5 672 197 31,300 90.16 34.22 
WUDoIM ese Foes ee ek 429 203 49,000 80.02 12.27 
(Ty ats CS eae eee ree 752 288 97,150 148.00 28.01 
TR pine aS cree, cere 2 643 251 44,450 92.46 33.15 
TURPIN. siete feiss 400 143 34,850 86 .56 4.42 
FEN GIN’ Vor a ras po os 450 153 55,950 133.45 8.10 
Engine 8 "es oh, cae 431 163 35,600 151.35 26.52 
Ranging: Oo yrs 2 ook 397 163 43,900 85.31 7.42 
Engine 10 4838 126 31,800 104.58 43 .27 
Engine 11 266 147 40,950 71.33 32 .38 
Engine 12 951 383 82,880 284.55 49 .12 
Engine 13 1,001 398 127,150 195.49 45.20 
Engine 14 1,167 403 108,900 307 .41 47 .32 
Engine 15 548 154 43,900 92.25 28.10 
Engine 16 472 225 61,600 77.31 47.57 
Engine 17 735 316 64,400 110.02 19.20 
Engine 18 712 378 65,350 145.43 59.17 
Sngine 19 50... s 593 424 71,250 227 .40 80.50 

















FIRE DEPARTMENT. 13. 
Summary — Service Reports, 1947, Engine Companies — 
Concluded. 

Usrn pers PME adrienne 
Rapine a0 dacs ee. 444 216 61,000 172.00 33.00 
Wain ah ide Pair nceay 830 399 113,400 111.26 63.42 
i Theviahit.) APA ae ee 978 357 112,850 168.50 10.46 
FED ON OPS Let, cece ne 1,003 386 77,450 308. 22 44.45 
Engine 244 6.610.000. 904 447 89,500 124.13 14.36 
Engine 25............ 366 142 31,750 88.57 19.40 
Fgine 263. .7. -uaowie 894 282 53,700 144.00 71.05 
Bioe ore, tae kk 328 137 28,100 73.28 31.14 
Hnginie 28... 4.2% shee: 583 274 43,100 101.24 10.46 
Engine 29............ 611 276 55,350 102.48 53.12 
DPE dh Eee Wee eg 601 402 96,250 143.56 44.15 
Engine 31 (Boat)...... 343 11 3,150 14.54 7 0. 
Fngine.32....2..+++0. 321 234 37,200 152.46 35.51 
Beriberttvanw.. Mace: 722 506 92,750 219.14 48.45 
Bangin BAF Tie 28 401 256 41,610 84.00 19.00: 
Engine 36.........: ce 323 156 36,250 71.44 57.53 
Wacing 37 ak ct 856 523 136,950 193.48 62.05 
Engine 39............ 312 113 37,500 176.06 42.44 
WiginestOe cd te. 255 115 12,950 39.29 11.10 
Fonping 21 Ast hod neds. 554 319 58,700 112.06 35.18 
Engine 42....... ho ahs 963 426 109,800 155.27 43.51 
Hinge 43 ahve ee oe 781 250 65,500 120.09 27.18 
Engine 44 (Boat)...... 156 7 2,100 11.40 9.46 
Wngine ABest aes: 783 386 93,500 119.02 21.36 
Engine 46............ 711 252 45,150 83.40 20.56 
Engine 47 (Boat)*..... a a — — — 
Weis eS) on as 400 252 66,200 83.00 11.00 
Hrging 49 pve, Sau: 298 180 39,950 87.24 16.00 
Fngine 50. ... <<... 517 198 36,400 122.50 21.21 
Engine 51............ 381 172 49,100 78.58 9.26 
Bing 62 698 Bt. i pn. 603 346 51,850 117.04 19.55 
Engine 53............ 495 223 51,255 95.29 23.39 
Bngine Bb i cswdewndude 25 23 4,600 10.25 ey 








* Out of service during entire year. 
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USE OF APPARATUS. 
Summary — Service Reports, 1947, Ladder Companies. 














User Alarms | Working Ladders Used, Hours 

K Attended. Fires. Feet. Work. 
Utah oe ee Se aes 568 230 5,435 139.18 
RAOGGr ays clee vans 45 5 392 280 2,361 81.58 
ot GE i Se pega ee ae 838 441 12,214 164.07 
SAGO enh wives « «4s ace 1,224 607 10,025* 188.14 
RIGHUICLOL Os abies mina > 815 217 3,007 82.45 
ROUGE Ose. tis cult one's 672 335 656* 109.10 
GARG GE- Pigis'n wae invie a's 4 6's 974 334 2,542 109.53 
LGOdSr Buch uc ewe ds 594 234 7,352 133.23 
LBGUOl Dope bss sna «5.0 530 153 2,935 96.09 
PaOer 20 ewhwes.s vs: 686 327 1,202* 120.40 
PROCS Gk aa eae ats 783 369 2,571 121.05 
Nee Cia Ie ES ee 1,077 473 16,914 230.32 
LSOGGr Gci er taka neo: 1,066 507 14,365 164.23 
Tider? ihre vax s in oes 722 375 3,451 139.15 P 
DGS ED Ls Beir ese si 677 470 8,945 160.00 
ESOOGE LG 538 ie ets te hss 807 432 1,298* 143.32 
PGGder ls che owes tes 513 350 6,989 140.05 
TRGQGE-LB ea bioe ae 293 151 5,568 120.04 
TAUGGr AQ wn bus ces adc 380 173 833 43.49 
ier SU erate ak. <6 815 303 1,810 105.03 
RIBGeT 21 ek caus» = 229 142 602* 89.04 
srs fs (> a a 467 199 ; 2,330 85.29 
EQGE 2S 5 elias wi bie'< oss 1,139 586 8,445* 342.43 
TRBUCE 2455 sas ses 516 313 6,264 142.54 
EY, Fs °F a 589 331 862* 148.11 
Deoder.26..255%% 5 «ss 808 474 7,292* 171.31 
ERAGE Picked e's 40% 728 375 1,625* 117.28 
UPL e+) A a daar 369 195 1,350* 63.00 
t,t ae: a 756 399 1,906 122.06 
PE MUAIGORT BO ic Gis a isiore a se @ 1,019 451 4,190 133.12 
RIMUIOE AL bins ss oy kd 438 143 1,145 70.24 
BORO OD. Fisica sss 00's 268 153 480* 54.16 
1 Xs GC) aN 25 23 350 10.25 








* Also used hose. 
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USE OF APPARATUS. 
Summary — Service Reports, 1947, Rescue and Water Tower 














Companies. 

Alarms Working Hours 
bal st Attended. Fires. | Work. 

ae ob SO ARES SE. sll ae ee eee er 
PRCOIIEAA akin clk. 9 6% Bele codah BS distance res 1,324 385* 184.04 
Ee BASEN yt ys oa ee 2,606 411* 373.00 
[TRG 8 Margie EES lend it Saycge os ee 771 177* 94.31 
PR OWED GEES os sss eax RETR tee eee es 169 24 25 .07 
Pia ETS San ak cue ac tare aes wae 185 63 37.42 








* Also performed service in various emergencies, accidents, inhalator cases, etc. 


COMPARATIVE FIRE DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES. 


1946. 1947. 
A. PERSONAL SERVICES: 
Permanent employees 4 : $4,040,627 13 $5,462,307 20 





Overtime 3 : ; : : ; 3,934 64 2,983 14 


$4,044,561 77 $5,465,290 34 
B. ContTractuat SERVICES: . 


Printing and binding : ; : $67 20 $6,980 91 
Advertising and posting . ‘ : 282 40 62 00 
Transportation of persons ; : 218215 ¢ 636 76 
Express charges : a ; 54 23 725 73 
Light, heat and power. ; ; ole is V7 40,939 05 
Rent, taxesand water. : : 6,510 81 20,224 36 
Bond and insurance premiums : 15 00 10 00 
Communication : ; ; 5 14,118 14 14,921 91 
Motor vehicle repairs and care. 26,286 43 22,150 56 
Cleaning . ; : : : : 4,848 10 2,889 93 
Medical . . : : : ; 1,361 85 1,298 88 
Expert : ‘ . . : ; 115 00 — 
Fees, service of venires, etc. . 174 40 3881 00 
Photographic and blueprinting . 110 68 — 
General repairs : : ’ 55,665 51 56,890 09 
Miscellaneous services. ; ; 127 00 225 00 


$147,126 07 $168,336 18 
‘C. EQUIPMENT: 


Machinery to oe , oe — $876 63 
Electrical . : : : . : $3,751 50 8,844 69 
Motor vehicles . : ; } ; 2,636 79 49,585 00 
Motorless vehicles. : . : 72 00 — 
Furniture and furnishings : é 6,094 83 6,701 02 
Office . : : : : . : 475 47 3,421 41 
Library { : : : i : 151 62 545 24 


Carried forward, oes ; $13,182 21 $69,973 99 
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Comparative Fire Department Expenditures — Concluded. 


C. Equipment — Continued. 
Brought forward 
Marine 


Medical, surgical, laboratory 


Tools and instruments 


Tires, tubes and accessories 


Wearing apparel 


Miscellaneous equipment. 


D. Suppuiss: 
Office . 
Food and ice 
Fuel 


Medical, surgical, laboratory : 
Educational and recreational . 
Laundry, cleaning, toilet 
Gasoline, oil and grease . 
Chemicals and disinfectants 


Miscellaneous supplies 


E. MATERIALS: 
Building 
Machinery 
Electrical 


Miscellaneous materials 


F. SprcraLt ITEMs: 
Pensions and annuities 


Workmen’s compensation 


Grand totals 


FIRE DEPARTMENT REVENUE, 








Permits for storage of inflammable fluids, certificates of 


registration, etc. 
Sale of old condemned hose 
Sale of junk 


Damage to apparatus and motor vehicles 


Damage to fire alarm boxes 
Miscellaneous 


Total 





1946. 1947. 
$13,182 21 $69,973 99 
172 64 328 25 
—~ 211 20 
13,825 64 34,947 75 
12,100 45 9,659 77 
23,833 70 62,226 90 
3,725 34 3,736 18 
$66,839 98 $181, 084 04 
$12,520 33 $17,839 89 
43 00 59 00 
83,854 49 103,492 17 
921 64 723 84 
sist 62 90 
3,097 57 5,174 61 
24.906 02 33,916 67 
5,335 32 5,722 98 
7,467 32 10,113 46 
$137,445 69 $177,105 52 
$12,772 07 $18,198 64 
296 25 132 00 
16,822 33 21,873 66 
51,243 10 65,932 94 
$81,133 75 $106,137 24 
$849,430 18 $898,013 41 
326 72 731 89 
$849,756 90 $898,745 30 
$5,326,864 16 $6,996,698 62 
65,326,864 16 90,990,090 DA 

1947. 


$67,539 00 
58 52 


1,147 40 
1,119 44 
1,790 70 

146 30 

$71,801 36 


ec ER a 
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ENGINE 37. 
Ward LaFrance 750-Gallon Pumper. 
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ENGINE 1. 
American LaFrance 750-Gallon Pumper. 








ENGINE 41. 
Mack 750-Gallon Pumper. 





‘Joduind UopeH-000'L Yositg 1939q 
ZY ANIDNA 











SASVW XOWHHD AO ASN NI SYHEWHW DNILONALSNI ‘2 *O9 HANDS 
5 





SRNR RETRAIN. 





ENGINE 31—FIREBOAT. 


Propulsion—400 H. P., Diesel Engine. Four 225 H. P. General Motors Diesel Engines for Carver Pumps. Delivers 
0.000 G P_ M. ] 
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TWENTY-TON GENERAL MOTORS WRECKER. 
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RESCUE CO. 2. 
Mack Motor and Chassis. Body by W. F. 


Lacey and Sons Company, Medford, Mass. 
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FIRE ALARM DIVISION. 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ALARMS TRANSMITTED. 
(To Which Apparatus Responded.) 








| 1945. | 1946. | 1947, 








Hirst alarms (DOXES) sm. enetes secrac asec ace cele ele sieeeeiele ates 8,546 | 10,400 8,608 
Still alarms=— (net: total lee. eon c catcee cle ete orate screnenrereratene 4,467 6,599 6,498 

‘Dots alarms —— DOston Onlyien cic aeiieis emicte sietaenietereiee 13,013 | 16,999 | 15,106 
Mitral Sides laws ane varlcud ne toes candles vee ak eee 61 85 83 

PLOtALBIAIMNE Dc desea chdas bus cee en eons eee cree 13,074 | 17,084 | 15,189 
Alarms received from citizens by telephone. .............. 4,056 5,688 5,553 
Percent: or total alarms iow aio a ieee haste ee oman 31.0 33.4 36.6 
Lotalfalsealarmsa:cas ceca ce eae ais Ce eon oe ee 2,356 2,628 2,036 
Per cent of total alarms...... Se RAO CERIO OHC alae, 6 ste stoueeaaes 18.0 15.3 13.4 


Total box alarms transmitted since April 28, 1852, through 
December Si °1047., Bo he cee cies bee web een es pee nee ee 330,954* 








* First alarm received at 8.25 p. m. on April 29, 1852. 


ANALYSIS OF STILL ALARMS RECEIVED AND TRANSMITTED. 


| 1945. | 1946. | 1947, 
a 

















Received from citizens by telephone..............ececece. 4,056 5,688 5,553 
Recerved from_Police:Department....<-ssieece cucemee nen 664 976 858 
Received from Fire Department..........1cecacconscvace 1,268 1,611 1,385 
Boxes received, treated as stills... ......cccsccseccsncoecs 42 106 58 
Emergency calls treated as stills...........cccccccccccces 824 869 969 
Received from Boston Automatic®............cccececeeee 253 214 214 
Heneivea trom Ai Dil e eos: ckeeeen ene eee eee 129 137 118 
Received ifrom GicA; CF). dc cs Sate accion eee eet eee 65 79 53 
ASYORS GOUAL« vis’ sie Gs saa ahs oF a hs 4 eel SON Re eee 7,301 9,680 9,208 
DEDUCT. 
Still alarms received for which bor alarms were pulled after, 
end box slerm tranamitied ...). th wags coe ee 93 216 191 
Still alarms received for which bor alarms were transmitted,} 2,741 2,865 2,519 
ge aa ee ee ee CaN a dest 
NOY TAL oti! alarms § cicd saints ce wee wd ok pee 4,467 6,599 6,498 
PA gual AIG SIBTIB Gdns ns ws chk e niecnaelw ah ae sas enbeavan 61 85 83 











* Does not include alarms received after still alarm or after City box alarms, in which 
case no action was taken. 


Nore.—WNet total still alarms indicates number of alarms for which apparatus was dis- 
patched by telephone without bor alarm and alarms for which private company box only 
was transmitted without City box alarm. 
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SUMMARY OF ALARMS DURING 1947 FROM BOSTON AUTO= 
MATIC FIRE ALARM COMPANY, AMERICAN DISTRICT 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, GENERAL ALARM COMPANY. 























ne > 
22 Ss 
So. BS 
ag 20 g 
$9 as a> 
50 z > as 
“g a og 
ae iy Sg 
O83 io 
= ov a j=) 
gs =i 59 
OQ < ‘eo 
Alarms transmitted by Company to Fire Alarm Head- 
CIUATCCIS: pee arte crtees ete oes See are osteo miele & siete sts 214 118 53 
City box alarms transmitted after Company alarm 
sa¥eVollefevstel. ihe: hots) re ye r’cte Pap gleemnrs | area Alay, ema a yy con 180 ‘ 99 39 
Company box alarm transmitted, no City box alarm 
GRBUSUIL CLOG Sin vler hc sires Pie erst eee leeett ce 30 16 13 
Company alarm transmitted, City box pulled by citi- 
zen after Company alarm transmitted, City box 
A TATSTAL ULES estes note eres sieconche akin eae oP Ese note 4 2: 1 
Company alarm received after still alarm or City 
box alarm, and therefore not transmitted......... 3 ila 7. 
ANALYSIS OF FALSE ALARMS. 
| 1945. | 1946. | 1947, 
Box alarms received and transmitted. 2,267 2,495 1,935 
‘Telephone alarms received for which box alarms were 38 35 21 
transmitted. 
Boston Automatic alarms received for which box il a 1 
alarms were transmitted. 
A. D. T. alarms received for which bor alarms were = 2 a 
transmitted. 
G. A. C. alarms received for which box alarms were aaa oa a 
transmitted. 
Total false alarms for which box alarms were trans- 2,306 2,532 1,959 
mitted. 
Boz alarms received, treated as stil] alarms (no box 23 37 44 
transmitted). 
Telephone alarms received, treated as stil] alarms (no Pl 22 33 
box transmitted). 
‘Total false alarms to which apparatus responded. 2,356 2,591 2,036 
Adjacent box alarms received for which no action was 7 15: 4° 


taken. 
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MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES. 








| 1944. | 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 














of Bera A Eh aa ahs Peete aha an ae, SON a Sn a Tae ah ; og 61 54 49 
PP HreceA LATING sy nc Mie keto Mew Clea viste wake & as 13 12 24 15 
Pour pAlarts teres ee eee eicte vals cate bates etree ers 0 5 4 7 
BuvevAlarms:: coe «aisle es nie aves sralstweteteln ek Crete 6 ise 3 0 0 

TCLS hates olive la te wales ataee eee thao tener ieaate aieeeleuee. 55 78 82 ra! 


je ————— 
—————— SSS SSS 


SUMMARY OF MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES 
ACCORDING TO THE MONTHS FOR THE YEAR 1947. 





Five 
Alarms. 


Four 
Alarms. 


Three 
Alarms. 


Two 


Alarms. Total. 
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SUMMARY OF ALARMS 
ACCORDING TO DAY OF WEEK — 1947. 























Boxes. Stills.* Total. PLDs ie 

in Year. Day. 

PALOMURY Sonus sig We asia ba co eee ete 1,227 955 2,182 52 42.0 
PRUCBUBRY. christs ccs kitts aicicis aloktetirs ere 1,263 1,038 2,301 52 44.3 
Wednesday Dios Oe eae DOI 1,239 952 2,191 53 41.3 
PAAPICUEY on gis SEE OOS wt x ele 6 aE ERs 1,248 958 2,206 52 42.4 
EXIGGV Ese axe Deelcce ys aaa ee 1,279 981 2,260 52 43.5 
DPAULULdA Vin nies Gales wenic cn eee celts 1,333 939 2,272 52 43.7 
BUNS wait cals dha, «iniciareve hoctew) tire 1,019 758 Waa 52 34.2 
POUAS awaited. sa 3b schitiee ssa 8,608 6,581 15,189 365 41.4 








* Alarms received from Boston Automatic, A. D. T., or G. A. C., where private company 
box only was transmitted without City box have been included under Still Alarms. 
All alarms for Mutual Aid have been included under Still Alarms. 


SUMMARY OF ALARMS 
ACCORDING TO TIME OF DAY — 1947. 


a ae ee a ee a 
ee 











| Boxes. Stills. Totals. 

eB alee eee ee a Se ae de ee ee Be cee 
12 OLIVES direst OO AS MS 0). ethene oe 318 147 465 
1,00 AS SMie— 2.00 AIM... ave Bee 344 137 481 
SOA aM = 3.00 A Mee. ae eae 180 92 ae 
BAS UV O00 A Mn i ek eee 99 62 161 
ZOOS AS ME 5. 00tKAS- Mee... Ave. 90 43 133 
D000 As ae 6.00 ALM ee 54 a 85 
THAN) SUL eeeee GON AVL cs a ee 96 54 150 
0 CARIN eee ROO SAN cee 128 79 207 
8.00 As Mims 900 0AM. oo. one ares ee 182 167 349 
200 Ap Ma—-10:00 AM ss: 20S 231 213 444 
1G200 (AL Mis LT O07 A AIM we 8d ee 292 282 574 
11.00 A. M.— 12.00 Noon............... 376 B72 748 
120) Nido a4 0022 Mee eh cl ee 417 481 898 
0.00. Fe Mia 2. 002F Wie. i 388 489 Site 
MANE Mine oar oa ee OO Oke pe 452 464 916 
SO eet. ge OP ce Rar td 523 466 989 
200: Diep ae ee ed 677 558 1,235 
Bi Fe i 00. PM ee hee fot 542 1,279 
B00 Po Mie — 27 O08P MT ee ae, 561 430 991 
00 TE NE 00. Peo ie 565 390 955 
00 PU hie 8 8.008P I oh 629 363 992 
200 P.M 10.006P2 Mee 556 291 847 
10,00 P, -Ma—'11.000P. Mie eee os. 369 239 608 
1000. Be — 2 OOUMid oe ee ed. 344 189 Boe 
BC Ts pet Ae Se ee, ee 8,608 6,581 15,189 
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SUMMARY OF ALARMS 
ACCORDING TO FIRE DISTRICTS — 1947. 




















DISTRICTS. | Boxes. Stills. Total. 
TU aa OB WOM. once efter vas Ee oes 394 348 742 
Shy at be Sti  odcaecal cen eienlles an Alea eran 425 212 637 
3. City Proper and South Boston*..... 5 20 25 
4°, Nortieand West. Kunds 4... ...[e.28 513 311 824 
FS yeusiness District... 5. Nees >). SLY 342 201 543 
Ga eescnelie OR LON. des desc e  eeeee 816 409 1,225 
7. South. tind and Back Bay... ive... 843 526 1,369, 
§. Roxbtry West i 60. 20h video 1,060 617 1,677 
0. Romoiry Hastie. Aecna shai eee 1,019 550 1,569 
10.4. Dorchester INOIths . S<> 025% eas ees 631 498 1,129 
Lhe iBriglton oh, RW Sel teak hoes 580 618 1,198 
13) Al aria ES ae ee eins ea 391 393 784 
13. Roslindale West Roxbury .......... 543 593 1,136 
14, -Dorehester South. va, ya. at: eae 716 677 1,393 
15> Shyde Park. Coie atta 8 bbe ay 330 525 855 
Totals DOStOns. &.o8ta- 2 dea mies 8,608 6,498 15,106 
Mutual Aid to Adjacent Cities and 
Tei re rere ee Ie Rn Carona — 83 83 
eg N TR LO ade SPUR Ear SRR eg et te BAO Ray 8,608 6,581 15,189 


SSS “ong w—weewms 


*District 3 was re-established on June 5, 1946, and was discontinued on February 4, 1947 
(General Orders, Number 9, dated February 1, 1947). 


MUTUAL AID RESPONSE. 


Response of BOSTON | Response of Adjacent 
to Outside Cities and Towns 
Cities and Towns. TO BOSTON. 


1945. | 1946. | 1947. | 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. Li 


SUMMARY OF EMERGENCY SERVICES, ACCIDENTAL, AND 
NEEDLESS ALARMS, JANUARY 1— DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Total Alarms — Emergency Service. : wee Ns Q . 1,158 
Accidental Alarms : : : : ‘ F : : é et Ga2 
Needless Alarms . . : : : : : ~ : : ene eae! 


SUMMARY OF FIRE ALARM BOXES. 


Total number of Fire Alarm Boxes in service as of January 1,1947 . 1,795 
Fire Alarm Boxes installed January 1 to December 31, 1947 . 20 
Fire Alarm Boxes discontinued January 1 to December 31, 
1947 : : : : ; e : ais: : : orth 
Net increase in number of boxes . : : : ; : ; : 18 
Total number of Fire Alarm Boxes in service as of December 
BLOAT cae ge ea i eso oo (ee nae oe el 81d 


FIRE ALARM BOXES ESTABLISHED IN 1947. 
(Total — 23 Boxes.) 





DATE. | Box. | Location. 





Jan. 29 | 12-3611 | Metropolitan Transit Authority, Ashmont Station. 

Feb. 19 | 12-337 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenues J and M. 

Feb. 19 | 138-337 Franklin Field Veterans? Housing, rear Building 34, Avenue J. 
Feb. 19 | 14-837 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenues L and M. 

Feb. 19 | 15-337 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenue L. 

Feb. 19. | 16-337 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenue K, West End. 

Feb. 19 | 17-337 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenue K, East End. 

Feb. 19 | 12-3374 | Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenues J and N. 

Feb. 19 | 138-3374 Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, rear Building 25, Avenue J. 
Feb. 19 | 14-3374 | Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, rear Building 3, Avenue J. 
Feb. 19 | 15-3374 | Franklin Field Veterans’ Housing, Avenue N. 

Feb. 20 | 12-5225 | Veterans’ Temporary Housing, Harvard Way Extension, North. 
Feb. 20 | 13-5225 | Veterans’ Temporary Housing, Harvard Way Extension, South. 
March 11 | 12-345 Alsen Village, Victory road and Avenue G. 

March 11 } 18-345 Alsen Village, Avenue G, opposite Avenue H. 

March 11} 14-3845 Alsen Village, Avenue G, opposite Gibson street. 

March 19 | 13-3421 | Metropolitan Transit Authority, Fields Corner Station, Busway. 
April 21 | 13-2321 | Metropolitan Transit Authority, Massachusetts Station, Surface 
June 18 | 12-2313 Roe Hospital, 619 Commonwealth avenue. 

June 23 | 12-2375 | Robert Breck Brigham Hospital, 125 Parker Hill avenue. 


Sept. 30 2249 | Centre street, opposite New Heath. 
Oct. 1 2427 | Oakview terrace, opposite Belmore terrace. 
Oct 9 211 Washington and East Lenox streets. 
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FIRE ALARM BOXES IN DISTRICTS. 


District 1 : ; : 102 District 9 . : ; ; 118 
District 2 , : ; 103 District 10 . ‘ J : 148 
District 4 : , ; 105 + District 11. f : 1 163 
District 5 : 4 J 73 =} District 123 F ; é 105 
District 6 : ; ; 182. Districts 5 , ; : 179 
District 7 : , s 104 District 14 . P : ’ 162 
District 8 . : . 143. = District. 15 ~. ‘ ‘ ‘ 127 


FIRE ALARM BOXES RENUMBERED — 1947. 
(Total — 10 Boxes.) 


2 
SS SSS SSS 

















DATE. hee anear Location. 
Aug. 7 2427 2434 | Chestnut avenue and Boylston street. 
Nov. 7 2396 239 | Hayden and Lawn streets. 
Nov. 7 2416 2389 | Sunnyside and Creighton streets. 
Nov. 12 4115 4124 | Park and Henley streets. 
Nov. 12 4116 4125 | Water and Gray streets. 
Nov. 12 4117 4126 | Chelsea street and Henley place. 
Nov. 12 4118 4127 | Chelsea street, opposite Prospect street. 
cae 13 | 12-4114 4115 | Harvard street and Harvard square. 
Nov. 14 2412 2396 | Parker street and Bromley park. 


Nov. 15 | 13-2411 | 12-2396 | Lucretia Crocker School, Bickford street. 








FIRE ALARM BOX RELOCATED — 1947. 








DaTE. | Box. | Location. 





Oct. 8 2112 | Northampton street, Engine House 23, to Northampton street and 


Harrison avenue. 














FIRE ALARM BOXES DISCONTINUED IN 1947. 
(Total — 5 Boxes.) 








DATE. | Box. | Location. 





Feb. 12 | 12-4115 | Nahum Chapin School, Winthrop square. 


May 16 5259 | Boston & Albany Railroad Stock Yards. 
July 7 | 12-7312 | Frederick W. Lincoln School, East Broadway, near K street. 
Aug. 1 | 12-1291 | Chase and Sanborn, 260 High street. 


Dec. 19 | 13-3854 | New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Yard, Wolcott 
square. 
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CONSTRUCTION WORK. 
UNDERGROUND CABLES — 1947. 


INSTALLED. REMOVED. 


NuMBER CONDUCTOR. 
Feet of Feet of Feet of Feet of 
Cable. Conductors. Cable. Conductors. 








Bee WED PLO Seer, ovat Asics Sree Maes 1,195 2,390 =: oe 
4 Fibrous jacket (dry). ..........: — oe 2,050 8,200 
+ HAZADTONG IACKEL sce... aoe oe ts - 230 920 -- — 
NSE Gh hey We eine wid Wedgua os oA 2,588 10,352 980 3,820 
hia ats Sarai nia gy vale git tek aurea at 810 4,860 200 1,200 
Fe MOMs en tg atta nate eek oN 470 3,290 —_— _— 
10 Fibrous jacket (dry)............ 300 3,000 ee oa 
TO IGAS ot % Jceanebalet heen 425 4,250 780 |. 7,800 
10 Anhydrex rubber jacket......... 1,345 13,450 — — 
DE SHAN oak wo ghex 2c acne s weasel > 320 6,080 — — 
19 Anhydrex rubber jacket......... 180 3,420 — == 
20 Anhydrex rubber jacket......... 3,122 62,440 —_ — 
Be LIOBU cre he betes Wy istals ms oe neice eal 760 28,120 385 14,245 
SSRURCCT IR aac HN Oh Are =a pastes 150 9,150 
BAY LRA a ant sane Gras Goo SK ae Hid EI : — | _ 281 22,480 
OO UBLICAC elas sportier ore oes cings 351 31,941 = = 
UME Pagtama eae ns teh si 3. 12,096 174,513 5,176 73,545 


OVERHEAD LINE WIRE — 1947. 


Installed, | Removed, 


Feet. Feet. 
Dat LU ODE GEN tre ee a ors alent ae anise ats | 2,850 2,850 
No. 14 Twisted pair...... SE reer | 1,414 ait 


Overhead construction transferred on one hundred fifty-one(151) poles in 1947. 











FIRE PREVENTION DIVISION. 
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FEES COLLECTED FOR LICENSES AND PERMITS 
DURING 1947. . 


Fuel oil, inflammable fluid permits. é < ; ; . $32,910 50 
License Registration Certificates : E : : : ; 33,006 00 
Fires in open ; : : ‘ : : 1,567 00 
Explosives, blasting, transportation ; ; ; : ; ; 45 50 
Tank removals. ; ; ; : ; ‘ : - d 15 00 
Fireworks : ‘ ; ; : : ; : : : , 1 00 
Oa. , : ; : ; : : : ‘ . $67,545 00 
COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR THREE YEARS. 
1945. ; : ; : ‘ ; : ; ; $62,693 
1946. : : : : : ; : : : 66,216 
1947. ; : ‘ , ; : 3 : : 67,545 


SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS — 1947. 


Uniform Inspection Force, Fire Prevention Division: 


Inspections : : , ; : : é f F ; . 28,623 
Complaints , : : : ‘ ; : P ; : ¢ 3,149 
Corrections : : 4 , F , ; 2 F 2 : 3,857 
Inspections by Lieutenant Thomas P. Lane: 
Public schools. P : : : P é : : : ; 229 
Private schools . ° : : : : : ; ; : ‘ 93 
Oilfarms . : ; i . : : ; : ; ‘ : 6, 
Film exchanges ; ; ; : : : halen : ; 14 
College dormitories . : ° ; : y ; : 2 ; 9 
Public libraries . : ; 3 : ; i 8 
Logan Airport (re quest inspection) : é 15 
Registry building, 100 Nashua street (request inspection) . 1 
Miscellaneous inspections : A 69 
Complaints found. ; : ; : i : : 4 ; 320 
Reinspections o<: = 8 +. fa * a5) | cae ee 167 
Corrections obtained ; eee hl ak ieee Ged 291 
District Officers: 
Building inspections oo bat, Ae ORR eet Se ee 
Theaters. , : : : ; : : ‘ . 4,492 
Schools : - : ; ; : 5 7 y 3,354 
Public buildings: : ; : ; ’ : F , 822 
Carbarns . : ; , ; : : ; : * 60 
—— 24,032 
ARSON SQUAD ACTIVITIES — 1947. 
Fires, reported as of suspicious origin , ; ’ : : 7 64 
Fires, cause given as undetermined . : F : 3 , : 297 
Fires, cause given, but investigated . : ; : : ; : 113 
Fires, where loss of life occurred : . F . A : F 34 
Fires, set by boys ae. ‘ 78 
Inspections re violations, Chapter 148, General Laws . ‘ 4 294 
Tests made of manholes, catch-basins, inflammable odors . : 204 © 
Total inspections and investigations 3 : : : 1,146 
Cases forwarded to office of District Attorney +" hl ae 
Cases presented to Grand Jury, Suffolk County . . .  . 24 
Convictions, Superior Court, "Suffolk County. 4.945) ae 6 
Cases heard in the local District Courts. . 232. et 12 


Convictions, local District Courts . . . . © .  « 9 





ANALYSIS OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS AND 
CAUSES OF FIRES. 


(33) 
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ANALYSIS OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS (1947). 
Construction of Buildings. 





Fire-resistive . .  . : : os ; : 271 
Second class Std ee oe ee le See 2,019 
Frame . : A : ; ; : ; ‘ : ; 1,702 
Other types ee, ae? Le eee 13 
Als | 0: | eR Ble Ae DI Mr el) nay , ; 4,005 
Point of Origin. 
Basement . : : : : : ; , ; ) 1,190 
First floor . . : ; : - : ; : ; 1,170 
Second floor ; ; : ; : ; : 531 
Third floor . : : : : : F : : 383 
Above third floor. : : : : : : ; 181 
Roof. : ; : ; 2 : , ; 132 
Outside vpn a ae eee FET Oe. 418 
Total . : ; : : : : , ; : 4,005 
Extent of Fire. 
Confined to point OL-Of12in 27-4 aesiiny ee ee 3,382 
Confined to buildings ; : : : ‘ : 561 
Spread to other buildings Sy, weet hae) gsc oan 62, 
‘Total : : : : : é . ; 4,005 
CAUSES OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS (1947). 
Fireworks . : : : : 4 : ; ; , 1 
Careless smoking . : : : ‘ 1,093 
Chimneys: Defective, soot and spar kee eg! Eee 438 
Fuel oil burners ; : ; : ; ; 732 
Electrical appliances and motors : ; : : ; 341 
Children and matches. : ; ; : , 162 
Unknown . : : ; . : ; 127 
Miscellaneous known causes : : ; A : : 298 
Spontaneous ignition ; ; . 108 
Defective heaters and rubbish : : : : 144 
Grease and food on stove : , : , , : 130 
Other careless use of matches ; . : . 61 
Hot ashes . : : . : ; : : ; 34 
Defective wiring , 4 ; : : : : : 94 
Incendiary or suspicious . : ao : : 25 
Clothes too near fire : ; : : : s ; 34 
Bitmap nguign, 2 9 8. eo eaeeee e ee e Se 26 
Gityigas-and-apphdances —. 9... © sk tw 22 
Sparksdrom machines. 49). Giswek. “hl pant oe 22 
Thawing water pipes : ‘ ; : : F ‘ 6 
Malicious mischief . . . . ies 107 





Ras OtAL 8s. an’ od a ee 4,005 








FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


CAUSES OF OUTDOOR FIRES (1947). 


Brush . 

Automobile fe 
Other outdoor fires 
Rubbish (vacant lot) 
Rubbish (near ee 
Dump. ; 

Marine 


1947 Total . 


Rescues (emergency calls) 
Out of city calls : 


35 


= 
y 
‘ 
* 





MAINTENANCE DIVISION, 
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MAINTENANCE DIVISION. 





RECORD OF HOSE. 








PURCHASED. | Condemned. | Repaired. | In Service. | In Stock. 





21,166 ft. | 12,431 ft. | 30,107 ft. | 192,292 ft. | 13,971} ft. 


eo 
—————eeeeeEeEanananannBnaB9nBp9aD=a=aeaeaaaaaaaaaaa——aaa ee eee 


PAINTING ACTIVITIES. 


a 
oo —eeaEaSaSENomee===aeeSEe_e_e_ea_—_O_O__O_ OOOO 
























































Number Labor Material Total 
Type or Work. of Jobs. Costs. | Costs. Costs. 
ie ee ee 
Complete Apparatus........... 3 $69 00 $27 04 $96 04 
Partial Apparatus. c< sts oor 94 572 05 144 64 716 69 
IMiscellansouseseeeiice aes sees 154 1,093 31 329 05 1,422 36 
Notals: caso oct vier 356 $1,734 36 | $500 73 $2,235 09 
REPAIRS TO APPARATUS. 
PERFORMED Boba: Outside Total 
By — Maint. Div. Concerns, haba > 
fl 
Numberofsobeie ccs cee oo es eietaa tis 5,623 647 6,270 
Cost.of Labor and Material........... $75,374 56 $30,587 44 $105,962 00 
REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS. 
PERFORMED Bar D: Outside Total 
By ie Maint. Div. Concerns. ah 
Number of so00S..s.6osces soa es slee wae 749 173 922 
Cipet Or. UADOls gece e ae tins wis Scie ie diel $19,430 63 —_ — 
Cont DIM Sterialse rs wee oe wk be s ouisels ous 5,946 85 -- oe 








ORAL COGS das a dae nase sa ee well $25,377 48 | - $13,798 35 $39,175 83 
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REPAIRS TO FIREBOATS. 


Cost, MATERIAL. 
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Total. 
Lumber. | Packing. Valves. 
B. F. D., Maintenance Division......... | $243 40 | $172 47 | $171 24 | $587 11 
AVitside GOnCernsss vase rs nice coc ates & | $7,089 58 


MOTOR EQUIPMENT INVENTORY. 








Typr or EQUIPMENT. | In Service. | In Reserve. 
Ee ED INON eee it cian «a's de meres ake oc wes ws am ores 49 20 
PACIH SEER i, Sele ria ie ate lw wh KK holy bie Poe era RIEM ey aisin« os 43 14 
BETIDL OOOUET, MLUBKE erat, snare cid oc Bacminn sa eras Oe os x 3 ohele 23 8 
DIEY CLV IGG MIRCUCT ES) TUCK alas we cela ais 4.0.04 me of 5 aie We alee 10 3 
WV SGOTE LOU OTS et a sia nie ts alts. Mitta wieia. a ais © ats s Aha Pies ae winx ale est 2 2 
PA BOK WECCK ONS hac he qiinkind orale s sen ee ce us av ee eae re ne. ae 1 — 
PLPRCUO MIATA wins ni a onnd Gisly as emis cama Wah dine eals ar alors ales 3 2 
SIG PESMIET, Pag uidts aaa ee ae a a SA ey etaleay 6: ates eee 1 — 
Meat PAG es nit ad ays it eae DO Ai ok ia cs ss ae 3 a= 
ATIZINIAL VAP AIM PES re ce eais’. arc ansiate aratsieie creveycre o's ai cle aha sl eters 6 — 
RPDIOL CSICETH ABTS crs ctx tam Abie win, s) clase 8 49's « ad eke oad Soles 40 27 
(OMMMETGIALL TUCKS ae eda ec cherie me ates eeci SreereT teraete abe 23 — 
BOTT SAIS! ce aia aiccs er hetero ee WWI cok Se ve wale 6 a clete 3 a 
WOtAla sa a cree ek oe sai tae Aas ca * c Miabd wale « Wise > nie sas 207 76 
RECORD OF UNIFORM CLOTHING. 
ARTICLE. cpr en Reissued. 
Distributed. | Cleansed. 

RTO UR a dls eae. kote tara ws © oe cise he te arid its 208 10 145 
Git CODRES. cs ae aal alam wre a we goon Anes en le ae 322 14 94 
DPOURNIN. scan dake eck sees s Maleate ntmwate 1,082 114 45 
TINH OTINTC ADE tits aici victrcten cote ciatatatataiers 1,530 = 75 
Rubee hice COaw seek ova races os Lac cuws: 627 412 31 





SECTION II. 
THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION. 
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ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION. 


The following report shows the work of the Electrical 
Inspection Division for the year 1947. 

The underground district for 1948 was prescribed 
and advertised in accordance with Chapter 100 of the 
Acts of 1946. 

New and old installations were inspected, particular 
attention being given to schools, rest homes, night spots 
and other places of assembly where public gatherings: 
are held, the majority of them being found in a satis- 
factory condition. Where defects were found, the same 
were promptly called to the attention of interested 
parties and corrections were made or are in process of 
correction. 


EXPENSES AND INCOME OF THE DIVISION FOR 1946 AND 1947. 


| 1946. | 1947. 
Soh here ee SETA iy TW en ig Se ee 
MUR ONBEMS ieee vv oe sod be aie ee ere = & Pole aie igs ben ete $93,107 99 $103,870 52 
Tecchs. woe eee & 4). ahe pYa te te 67,051 87 68,882 00 








eee ems’ 


FIRE REPORT. 


Fires and accidents reported as due to electrical 
causes were investigated and reports of the same are 
on file in the records of the Division. 


Investigations showed the following: 
Rires ane bUldingees sxe eT SEY CS Meare 229 
Lamp post fires ; ; : ; , 16: he er 
Manhole troubles . 

Breakdowns in transformers 
Tree falling across service wires . 


BON 


Causes of Fires and Miscellaneous Troubles Investigated 
by the Electrical Inspection Division in 1947. 


Defective motors . : : : ; ’ , F aes 
Motors unclean or lack of lubrication 2 ‘ ; ‘ 21 
Overheated or overloaded motor ? ' : : 2 25 
Breakdown of refrigerator motor SIF ee. OSE: 18 
Breakdown of insulation . : . : F > . 39: 


Overheating of reactance in fixture .  - + + > 1 
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Water leaking on wiring. Meet et) 13 
Lamp cord used for permanent ¥ wiring. : ; : 1 
Defective fixture or cord. yes 25 
Flatiron left in circuit overtime . + 
Overloaded circuit 6 
Breakdown of motor w indings 2 
Defective socket 1 
Defective cord ; 14 
Defective cutout block 1 
Improperly connected lamp cord 2 
Defective radio 3 
Defective wall receptacle ; 15 
D. C. radio plugged into A. C. w ral plug 1 
Failure of automatic controls caused motor to ov erheat, 4 
Defective meter or switch 7 
Breakdown of an electric alarm device 1 
Lightning surge 4 
Arcing at loose connection ' 2 
A nail driven through cable caused short circuit i 
Short circuit in ceiling outlet 1 
Defective iron inserted into bathroom fixture . 1 
Accidents. 


A lady burned her hand plugging cord into receptacle ah 


EXTERIOR DIVISION. 


The underground district for the year 1948 as pre- 
scribed. under authority of Chapter 100 of the Acts of 
1946 includes the following streets from which poles 
are to be removed and the wires placed underground: 


Dorchester: Adams street, from Gallivan Boule- 
vard to Pierce square; Morton street, from Norfolk 
street to Gallivan Boulevard. 

Brighton: Western avenue, from the Cambridge 
line to the Watertown line. 

East Boston: Liverpool street, from Maverick 
street to Meridian street. 

Roxbury: Brookline avenue, from Fenway to 
Riverway. 

South Boston: D street, from Fargo street to 
West First street. 

Charlestown: Rutherford avenue, from 110 feet 
northerly of Devens street to City square; Stacey 
street, from Dunstable-street to Main street. 


The above makes a distance of four miles as pre- 
seribed by law. 
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In these prescribed streets from which poles and over- 
head wires were to be removed there were standing as of 
January 1, 1948, two hundred twenty-seven (227) poles 
with wires attached. 

In side or residential streets special underground 
construction for light and power purposes (115-230 
volts) of a type known as ‘‘Split Fibre Solid Main 
System” has been installed. 





EXPENDITURES. 
1946. 1947. 
PERSONAL SERVICE: 
Permanent employees . ‘ ; ; . $87,409 29 $96,000 I7 
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES: 
Printing and binding , : i ; : $18 50 $63 00 
Advertising and posting , : : ; — 97 90 
Transportation of persons. ; : : 1,421 00 1,379 10 
Bond and insurance premiums ; ‘ : 40 00 40 00 
Communication : : . : ; é 596 16 610 69 
General repairg: <p eel. 5 25 50 00 
$2,080 91 $2,240 69 
EQUIPMENT: 
Office . ; ; : j ; : . : $16 30 $7 70 
PaAQIAry. 2. ; ; ; 3 ; ‘ 27 00 — 
$43 30 $7 70 
SUPPLIES: 
Office . ‘ : : é tea 4 : $1,624 28 $2,612 27 
MATERIALS: 
Electrical . : : ; : ? E : $13 96 — 
SpEcIAL ITEMS: 
Pensions . : te : ; 5 F $1,936 25 $3,009 69 
Grand totals . ; , : : ; . $93,107 99 $103,870 52 


i 
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TABLE SHOWING WORK OF EXTERIOR DIVISION — 1947. 


Number of poles set in new locations . . . . . . 318 
Number of poles removed . : : : : : : 67 
‘Number of poles reset, replaced, straightened . ; : : 612 
‘Number of poles standing in public streets . , ; : : 19,051 
Number of inspections. : : : : : F : : 6,858 
Number of notices of overhead construction : ; : : 35070 
Number of overhead reports. . : : : oer : 3,040 
Number of notices of underground construction ; F : 1,729 
Number of underground reports. : ‘ é rae Fes : 1,032 
Feet of wire removed by the various companies : : . 2,903,655 


WORK DONE. 


‘The Following is a Summary of Work of Interior Division (Two 











Years). 
1946. 1947. 
INDICES OL NEWWOLK TRECELVECL On. © ole cccin ccleees neltie ele 19,400 20,296 
Number of permits issued to turn on current.......... 15,333 14,906 
Number of incandescent lamps inspected.............. 1,472,201 1,397,499 
Number of motors inspected............. gepsisne mites wins 22,305 24,944 
Wim ber Ob ATCSLIDSPCCLEC 1. eis cicrcie seo ctolaiere stato TS < «te 2,193 2,185 
INTE Der OLINSHeCUlONS IMAGES. a. cae cee Aeuelaie oleae)» oretelel ef ei 33,595 32,105 


Number of inspections of theaters, places of amusement 
ANC DU DUG DA ae eer eater f ecale aca esed hate ota 828 917 
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INDEX. 








PAGE 
Alarms (See FrrE ALARMS) 
Apparatus: 
In General ; : : : : : : : : ; : 4 
Inventory . ; : : . : i ; - ; : ; 39 
Repairs. a Lege dae ee Ss ; ; Ast Oe 38 - 
Service Reports Fan as ORE aes elo id dgulo 
ArsOM CCUG 4 ' a Saree, ; § Ae el 2: 32 
Building Program . : ; ‘ : : : ; : : ; 3 
Causes of Fires . : ; ; : : ‘ , ; : . . 34, 35 
Deaths ‘ ‘ : : : : ’ ‘ : , > : : 9 
Electrical Inspection Division: 
Causes of Electrical Accidents and Fires. : , : . 48, 44 
Character of Cables , : : . : : , : : 48 
Expenditures. ; : , , ; . , j 4 . 43, 45 
Exterior Division . ; : ; ‘ ; : . 44, 45, 46, 47 
Fire Report ‘ : ; . ; cae : : : ; 43 
Overhead Work f : git : ; : : . : 47 
Personnel . : : eredi’s f : : ; : , ; 42 
Revenue. : : ; : : : : ; , ; : 43 
Underground District : : : : ; : 3 . 44, 45 
Underground Work . ; ee : F t : : r 46 
Executive Organization .. . ; . ; : - ‘ ; ‘ 8 
Expenses. ; : ; : ‘ : , ; ; . 15, 16, 48, 45 
False Alarms. : : : : : : ; : : . 19, 21, 26 
Finances: 
Expenditures. . : ; i ; . , . 15, 16, 438, 45 
Revenue. ; : : , ; . ; : ; ; . 16, 48 
Fire Alarms: 
Analysis of Alarms by: Months:© 2 “p.00 y .77 , sebantin Ten ot 
Analysis of False Alarms : ‘ : ‘ . : ; ; 19 
Analysis of Still Alarms . ; : , ; : : : : 18 
False Alarms (Comparative) . : ; : : : : : 26 
IN Gaara eS Se an . 18, 25 
Summary of Alarms According to Day of Week EE. ak KaO 
Summary of Alarms According to Districts ; é : : 24 
Summary of Alarms According to Time of Day Seas. Sy 23 
Summary of Alarms from Private Fire Alarm Companies ; 19 


Summary of Emergency Services, Accidental and Needless 
Alarmeie se 4nd oviven:s 72Re..vccsere - i ; : 27 
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Fire Alarm Boxes: 


Discontinued . ; 3 : : : ; : : ) : 28 
Established , E ‘ ; ‘ ; ; hoa F : 27 
Number of ‘ : : : : : : ‘ : : ; si 
Relocated . : ; F : ; : ; ¢ : : z 28 
Renumbered . : : : : p 2 ; : : 28 
Summary of Boxes in Lise: 7, ; : : ; : ; 28 


Fire Alarm Construction Work: 


Overhead Line Wire , : . ‘ : ¢ : .. 29 
Underground Cables ‘ } . : Hite oe ye ; 29 
Fireboats  . : : ; . : j ; ' : , . 4,39 
Fire Prevention Dien ; : : - . d : E ry”. 
. Fire Prevention Ordinance . : : ‘ ; : ; : : f 
Fires: 
Analysis of Fires in Buildings . 3 y é ; : : : 34 
Causes : ‘ : ‘ ] ; . 34, 35 
Summary of Multiple siren ier > Oo. TA -* eee ae 22 
Forty-eight Hour Week . : : : - ‘ ; allie 
History (See Back of Title Page) 
Inspections: 
Electrical Inspection Division : ; . i son . 48, 47 
Uniform Force. 40. ee ai ee 32 
Maintenance Division: 
Hose 
Painting 38 
Repairs to Apparatus an ae oes) 
Repairs to Building 
Repairs to Fireboats . 
Motor Equipment Inventory 39 
Uniforms 
Medal Awards . : ; ; : é : ; : : ; ; 8 
Mutual Aid ; Ey 3 : : : : : : : : 24 
Personnel: 
Comparative Table . : A er : f 4 ; 12 
Deaths : : ; ; : P ; : ; ' 9 
Electrical Tespeuiat Divaen : : / : e : . 42 
In General ; : , : : : ; ; ee 
Repairs (See Maintenance Dive 
Schools , : : : . : : : . , . F ; 2 
Service Reports: 
Engine Companies . : : : : f . : ; . 12, 13 
Ladder Companies . ; ; : 4 : , : d 14 
Rescue Companies. . , : ; ; ; : 15 
Tower Companies . . : Pa ; : ; : 15 
Epedig ommmentia see ee gree BRA Oe | 2, 3, 4, 5 
Uniforms . : ; : : 2 : . : ; : : ; 39 
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CONDITA D. 


1830. « 
eens 90 2 





CITY OF BOSTON 
PRINTING DEPARTMENT 
1948 








HUST OuRayYe. 


FIRE COMMISSIONERS. 








CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT. 


———— 


*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell. 1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris. 
1877-1879. David Chamberlain. 1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory. 
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald. 1836-1853. William Barnicoat. 
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley. ¢ ; : 

1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr. 
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald. 
1856-1865. George W. Bird. 
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch. 
1866-— ; : ; 
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell. 18 enn Se 
1905. Patrick J) kennedy. 1874-1884. William A. Green. 
(Acting February 17—March 20.) ; 
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells. ag mas fe SEI Ba 
1908-1910. Samuel 1D: Parker. 1901-1906. William Le Cheswell. 
1910. Francis M. Carroll. 1906-1914. John A. Mullen. 
(Acting May 27—September 16.) 
1910-1912. Charles C. Daly. 1914. John Grady. (1 day.) , 
1912-1914, Charles H. Cole. 1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough. 
1914-1919. John Grady. 1919-1922. Peter E. Walsh. 
1919-1921. John R. Murphy. 
1922-1924. John O. Taber. 
1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning. 
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.) 1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott. 
1922. William J. Casey. 
(Acting April 1—August 24.) 1930-1936. Henry A. Fox. 
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn. 
1936-1946. Samuel J. Pope. 
1926. Thomas A. Sullivan. 
(Acting January 26—July 6.) 1946- Napeen Boutilier. 
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman. 


1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin. 


1933. Eugene M. McSweeney. 
(October 16, 1983—January 5, 1934.) 


1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin. 
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly. 


1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald. 
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.) 


1946- Russell S. Codman, Jr. 
ee 
* Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer. 
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INDEX. 





PAGE 
Alarms (See FrrE ALARMS) 
Apparatus: 
In General : ; ; 4 ; : : ; : : ; 4 
Inventory . : : : : : é ; ' ; f ; 39 
Repairs : ‘ s : ; : ‘ ; . : : ; 38 
Service Reports : : je) bee Ys 
PUESOUL SSUA pecs gop Peak BS Oe eh Beas PCr ies 32 
Building Program : : d > : : : 2 a7. ' 3 
Causes of Fires . ‘ : : : : ; ; F : : , 34, 35 
Deaths : : : ; : : 2 é ; 3 ; : ‘ 9 
Electrical Inspection Division: 
Causes of Electrical Accidents and Fires. F ; : . 48, 44 
Character of Cables fe Ds, ESR UP LEP t | PQ 48 
Expenditures. : ; . : : ‘ ; : ; . 438, 45 
Exterior Division . : : : _ J : . 44, 45, 46, 47 
Fire Report oi ae, oe eee oe) ee 43 
Overhead Work : a. : 5 - : ; . . 47 
Personnel . 7 : : : : , : : ' ; : 42 
Revenue. ; : : ; d : : f : ; : 43 
Underground District . : j ; : ‘ : ; . 44, 45 
Underground Work . A a) i : , ; : é 46 
Executive Organization ; : - : : : ; , 8 
Expenses. ; , , : . . : : : . 15, 16, 43, 45 
False Alarms . ; : : : : ; : : : . 19, 21, 26 
Finances: 
Expenditures. : : < ; . : : . 15, 16, 48, 45 
Revenue. : . ; ; : : : ‘ : ; . 16, 43 
Fire Alarms: 
Analysis of Alarms by Months . ; : , ; , mee Uwe 
Analysis of False Alarms , : ; : : ‘ : : 19 
Analysis of Still Alarms . ; - : P : , A : 18 
False Alarms (Comparative). . . . .«. +. =. - 26 
Number of Alarms . : : : , ; P : : . 18, 25 
Summary of Alarms According to Day of Week : - : 23 
Summary of Alarms According to Districts A eae ee 24 
Summary of Alarms According to Time of Day : . ; 23 
Summary of Alarms from Private Fire Alarm Companies’ ~. 19 


Summary of Emergency Services, Accidental and Needless 
Alarms . ‘ : : : ’ : f : : : : 27 








50 City Document No. 12. 


Fire Alarm Boxes: 


Discontinued. a ; ; : ; ; ee ‘ ; 28 
Established ; : : ; ; : ‘ : ; : : 27 
Number of , 3 : : : : : ; : : é 27 
Relocated . : : d : ; : J ; : P ‘ 28 
Renumbered . : d ; : : t - ‘ : 28 
Summary of Boxes in Dante : ; : . : 3 2 28 


Fire Alarm Construction Work: 
Overhead Line Wire : : ’ z : ; ; : . 29 


Underground Cables . : F : ; ; : s ; 29 
Fireboats . ; : : : : : : 3 ; , . 4,39 
Fire Prevention Divnied , : : : : - ' : . 4, 32 
Fire Prevention Ordinance . ; ; ; 4 g : : ? 4 
Fires: 

Analysis of Fires in Buildings ee) ; yn ee : 34 

Causes : : ! ; : ? H . 34, 35 

Summary of Multiple aie Binks : : . ; : : 22 
Forty-eight Hour Week . eS low: ah) Ae en at A 
History (See Back of Title Page) 

Inspections: 

Electrical Inspection Division ' MT eae hn ee 

Uniform Force . ; : : ; : ; ‘ 7 ; , 32 
Maintenance Division: 

Hose 

Painting 38 

Repairs to Apparatus 62th: te Oe ee ee 

Repairs to Building 

Repairs to Fireboats 

Motor Equipment Inventory : 39 

Uniforms 
Medal Awards . : ; : ; : : : ‘ : : ; 8 
Mutual Aid : A : : : ; “ : : : : 7 24 
Personnel: 

Comparative Table . : J : : : : } : : 12 

Deaths ; : , ; - ; ; : ; : 9 

Electrical Tisbostian Danae : ; ; : , : , 42 

In General , : : ‘ F . : : ae ta Fe 
Repairs (See Maintenance Diisien) 

Schools + 2 : : ; tor ake : : ’ . 2 
Service Reports: 

Engine Companies . . ; ; : ; : ; ‘ 12515 

Ladder Companies . ; : ‘ ; : ; : ; : 14 

Rescue Companies . ; : : : . . : ; : 15 

Tower Companies. a gee | OS er : 15 
Special Comments. : : : : é , : : oi, a, 3, ao 
Uniforms . ; : ‘ : ee ; : . A : ; 39 
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1948 

















HISTOR Y:. 
CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT. 





FIRE COMMISSIONERS. 


1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman. 
1930-1933. _ Edward F. McLaughlin. 


1933. Eugene M. McSweeney. 
(October 16, 19833—January 5, 1934.) 


1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin. 
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly. 


1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald. 
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.) 





*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell. 1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris. 
1877-1879. David Chamberlain. 1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory. 
1878-1883., Johe Hy Witaperalcy 1836-1853. William Barnicoat. 
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley. : ¢ 

1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr. 
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald. 

1856-1865. George W. Bird. 
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch. 

1866-1874. . : 
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell. Pipi es RA 
1905. Patrick iF Kennedy. 1874-1884. William A. Green. 

(Acting February 17—March 20.) ; 
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells. 1884-1901. Louis P. Webber. 
1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker. 1901-1906. William T. Cheswell. 
1910. Francis M. Carroll. 1906-1914. John A. Mullen. 
(Acting May 27—September 16.) : 

1910-1912. Charles C. Daly. 1914. John Grady. (1 day.) 
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole. 1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough. 
1914-1919. John Grady. 1919-1922. Peter E. Walsh. 
1919-1921. John R. Murphy. 

1922-1924. John O. Taber. 
1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning. 

(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.) 1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott. 

1922. William J. Casey. 

(Acting April 1—August 24.) 1930-1936. Henry A. Fox. 
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn. 

1936-1946. Samuel J. Pope. 
1926. Thomas A. Sullivan. 
(Acting January 26—July 6.) 1946- Napeen Boutilier. 


1946- Russell 8S. Codman, Jr. | 


* Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 


Boston, January 2, 1948. 


Hon. James M. CuRLEY, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


SIR: 

In compliance with the ordinances, the trustees of 
the Boston City Hospital present the following report 
of its condition for the year ending December 31, 1947. 


This is the eighty-fourth annual report of the Hos- 
pital Department, which consists of the Main Hospital, 
the South Department for contagious diseases, the 
Sanatorium Division, the East Boston Relief Station. 
The Haymarket Square Relief Station has been in the 
custody of the Public Works Department since May, 
1938. The West Department was transferred to the 
Public Works Department, February, 1939. 

The Board of Trustees was organized May 5, 1947, 
by election of Dr. Martin J. English as President, and 
Dr. Thomas J. Giblin as Secretary. 
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Dr. Martin J. English was appointed to the Board 
of Trustees for the term ending April 30, 1952. 


EXPENDITURES. 


The total expenditures for all departments of the 
Hospital, excepting the Sanatorium Division, during the 
fiscal year were $6,029,856.52. Of the total operating 
expenses, $4,959,933.95 was expended on the hospital 
proper and its subdivisions; $389,853.35 on account of 
the Out-Patient Department; $418,863.94 on account 
of the South Department, and $62,006.72 on account 
of the East Boston Relief Station. 

Of the amount spent on the Pathological Laboratory, 
$105,195.08, $95,727.52 is included in the hospital proper 
expenditures, $7,363.66 in the Out-Patient Department 


and $2,103.90 in the South Department expenditures. | 


The entire amount spent on the Thorndike Memorial 
Laboratory, $110,070.03, is included in the hospital 
proper expenditures. Of the $202,268.59 total amount 
spent on the X-Ray and Photographic Department, 
$109,225.04 is charged to the hospital proper and 
$93,043.55 to the Out-Patient Department. Of the 
total amount spent on the Department of Physical 
Therapeutics, $25,527.04, $3,573.79 is charged to the 
hospital proper, $21,697.98 to the Out-Patient Depart- 
ment and $255.27 to the South Department. Of the 
amount spent on the Department of Immunology, 
$7,285.78, $72.86 is charged to the hospital proper, 
$7,067.20 to the Out-Patient Department and $145.72 
to the South Department. Of the amount spent on the 
Clinical Laboratory, $96,797.13, $82,277.56 is charged 
to the hospital proper and $14,519.57 to the Out- 
Patient Department. Of the amount spent on the 
Department of Surgical Research, $14,794.04, $7,397.02 
is charged to the hospital proper and $7,397.02 to the 
Out-Patient Department. Of the amount spent on the 
Department of Dentistry, Oral Surgery, $10,588.98, 
$1,588.35 is charged to the hospital proper and $9,000.63 
to the Out-Patient Department. Of the amount spent 
on the Department of Social Work, $86,983.81, 
$55,669.64 is charged to the hospital proper, $30,444.33 
to the Out-Patient Department and $869.84 to the 
South Department. Of the amount spent in ascertain- 
ing the settlement of patients, $7,335.36, $7,115.30 was 
spent on the hospital proper and $220.06 on the South 
Department. 


Pa 
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In Table No. 2 the expenditures of the hospital proper 
and the South Department are combined under the 
title ‘‘ Main Hospital.”’ 


PAYING PATIENTS. 


During the past year there has been collected for 
the care and treatment of patients of all classes, except- 
ing those at the Sanatorium Division, the sum of 
$1,030,734.68. 
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Tur Boston Crry Hosprrat — ExcLusivE OF SANATORIUM 
DIVISION. . 


The following is a tabular statement of the income from paying 
patients during the year 1947: 
ooo S:;55— —OOR*“ROROOoO>*>>mnSSSS— oaoOoOonsana—ca>owax»so 


Marin Hospirau. 
South 
Department, 
Out-Patient ouse. 
Department. 


ll 
Departments. Totals. 


House. 


iis es) ee |e 

































From Overseers of Public Welfare, $76,588 :-75 J nis <3 tee eh Cee es $76,083 75 
From cities and towns..........++- SO S725 las) cette ares $80 00 30,452 14 | $106,985 89 
From paying patients: ary Ji 
In private rit WR ee © Pee 90,092 61 | acsaen ds one iadie teed kan -e eee ae _ 20,592 61) 
In WardSin we tise tes em tia wore TOO;822 414 ih cece} Vereen §, 388 140: ll (anew aaa 165,710 54 

ProtaMine.... cscs vc evereceneces[ece renee ccaes $1,953.49 Wo. cn oka deepens a yee 1,953 49 
Physiotherapy: cscs cco ewecsw ee cheb eens ce cnens $,610 60 Ji vavinc ys A Sel. ee Ronee 3,610 60 
Towulinn cavcd eh at See a eee | CR en ane a 298° 82h ei or a ee ee 293 82 
Flectrocardiogvaph... ccs. ecsvcslevesceenenres TOD OO" Ne. wale coke I re ee ee 102 00 
Tonsils and adenoids................ 2°75 7B bec cwicvcoewnv ther) 1s ae Sheol: oe 2,758 75 
Deviated septum.......5..+: anees 101 OB ule cactus res eer ee Sees Coenen "101 25 
Blood transfusions............ 2952 46.1 vio sis s Bhp got bes gucd ea gh eRe Nien 2,952 46 
GF eC oo pifncea ce evs eewes a Be] 8 von Si inca 139° Sols, ee aca neal ieee Seen 139 48 
Streptomycin... .acs eaves ewes LO4A00 hike. sanic vce pos sais | Obek 9 cee ya ett aiden, een 104 00 
ETT eee ee Pee A eer ee Tee ern re) (pee $5,110 73 5,110 73 
A Mibrlanoeeis ck midis Kae. 1 btw Ohlets Cees Sr oo ek a oslo oe Stalls Snel Betenon, eels noe ae 207 00 207 00 
Penicillinuchecdy eh ete ca vs » tek we 6.254. 4034 RAs x ee sw ce A Re a 6,254 40 
X-ray examination and treatment. . 7,064 95 8.7660 50) Wes ox oth osc calle er enegeeeee 10,831 45 
Social Wiseawe OMiNG scant 2s. ucncns| veer en tsa 1S,00F"10; exes) ocd 75 ee 18,067 10 — 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 30,120 57 485 00 |......... OR ee 30,605 57 
Industrial accidents................. 61,985 03 4494: OOOK vc cn seals Sie cae ee 66,409 03 
Grouys InsGTANCE cins9)45 dae a os awe 329,433 70 98 25 pF ie a tc 1 | Re es 341,642 80 
Miscellaneous accidents........... 5,822 30 380 OO. Les + cus dan eke ee ees 6,202 30 
Nurses’ boat asesectia sisi ce vee 18.700, OD 12. cada aetna 9:50 Buea dae ae 13,754 50 
Old Age Assistance.......:.......6. 194:875: 42 she occu Sxterk 0s lle wacacel gue iene vee oe 194,375 41 

SL OVRIS <0 we iste ae Chia iee ha $942,545 46 $33,320 24 $17,581 75 $5,317 73 | $998,765 18 ! 
Collected by City Collector for 

contagious cases: 

From the state......0+-++- 18,308 00 |...........5. ¥.8t7°00 b.cgs seo 26,125 00 

From cities and towns........ $460 OO) ose sr eee 4354 BO hii. isn oisaaes 5,844 50 

ToC iis ae sikie’s Gee es wea bop $962,313 46 $33,320 24 $29,783 25 $5,317 73 |$1,030,734 68 
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CONTRACTS. 


The contract of N. L. C. Engineering and Equipment 
Company in the sum of $1,760.78 for reconditioning 
No. 2 Ames Una-flow engine in power plant, awarded 
in 1946, was completed and accepted and $1,095.97 has 
been paid on account to contractor. 

The contract of J. A. Singarella Company for addi- 
tional X-ray facilities, Thorndike Building, has not as 
yet been completed. The sum of $106,411.50 has been 
paid on account to contractor. (Special Appropriation, 
Construction of Buildings, Acquisition of Land, etc.) 

James H. Ritchie & Associates have been paid 
$11,299.40 on account for architectural and engineering 
services in connection with the above contract. 

On the Builders Iron Works contract in the sum of 
$7,700, dated June, 1946, for repairs to screens and 
grilles, Surgical Building, work has been completed and 
accepted and final payment made. 

In October, 1946, a contract in the sum of $5,200 was 
awarded to Massachusetts Electric Construction Com- 
pany for furnishing and installing new electric feeder 
from switchboard, Dowling Building, to South Depart- 
ment. Work has been. completed and accepted and 
final payment made. 

In November, 1946, a contract in the sum of $1,308 
was awarded to Asa G. Deming and Milton C. Ford, 
Ltd., for furnishing and installing a Globe oil hydraulic 
auto lift, ambulance garage. Work has been completed 
and accepted and final payment made. : 

In December, 1946, a contract in the sum of $1,083 
was awarded to Patrick J. Sullivan for painting and 
plastering ninth floor, Medical Building, work completed 
and accepted and final payment made to contractor. 

In January, 1947, a contract in the sum of $2,365 was 
awarded to Joseph G. Gazzola for painting Wards O 
and D, work completed and accepted and final payment. 
made to contractor. 

In January, 1947, a contract in the sum of $9,845 was 
awarded to John T. Bradley for painting and miscel- 
laneous repairs to Drown House. This contract has 
been completed and accepted and final payment made 
to the contractor. 

In March, 1947, a contract in the sum of $8,334 was 
awarded to Patrick J. Sullivan for painting, plastering 
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and miscellaneous repairs, Vose House C. This con- 
tract has been completed and accepted and final payment 
made to the contractor. 


In April, 1947, a contract was awarded to Joseph G. 
Gazzola in the sum of $16,910 for painting and mis- 
cellaneous repairs, Vose House A. This contract has 
been completed and accepted and final payment made 
to the contractor. 


In May, 1947, a contract was awarded to J. W. 
Praught Company in the sum of $3,420 for furnishing 
and installing a new feed pump in boiler house. This 
work has not been completed. The contractor has 
been paid on account $2,700. 


In June, 1947, a contract was awarded to Boston 
Screen and Sash Company in the sum of $8,537 for 
metal window and balcony screens. This contract has 
been completed and accepted and final payment made 
to the contractor. 


In July, 1947, a contract was awarded to Nicholas 
Bello in the sum of $9838 for painting operating rooms, 
sixth and seventh floors, Dowling Building. This con- 
tract has been completed and accepted and final payment — 
made to the contractor. 


On the above contract, $98.80 was paid to James H. 
Ritchie & Associates for architectural and engineering 
services. 

In July, 1947, a contract was awarded to Rossano 
Construction Company in the sum of $1,050 for calking 
of windows, Dowling Building. This contract has been 
completed and accepted and final payment made to the 
contractor. 

On the above contract, $105 was paid to James H. 
Ritchie & Associates for architectural and engineering 
services. 

In August, 1947, a contract was awarded to Viking 
Sprinkler Company, Inc., in the sum of $4,000 for flush- 
ing out sprinkler system. This contract has been com- 
pleted and accepted and $3,600 has been paid on account 
to the contractor. 

In August, 1947, a contract in the sum of $86,935 was 
awarded to Peabody Construction Company for altera- 
tions to South Department kitchen. This contract has 
not been completed. The contractor has been paid on 
account $26,528.08. 
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For architectural and engineering services rendered 
in connection with the above contract, Gray & 
McDonald have been paid on account $6,520.12, and 
Modern Blue Print Company $91.79 for blueprinting. 

In November, 1947, a contract in the sum of $1,978 
was awarded to Stearns, Perry & Smith Company for 
reconditioning sprinkler supervisory system. This work 
has not been completed and no payments have been 
made to the contractor. 


In October, 1947, a contract in the sum of $83,679 
was awarded to John T. Bradley for painting various 
buildings. This work has not been completed and no 
payments have been made to the contractor. 

In November, 1947, a contract in the sum of $31,500 
was awarded to M. Solimando for asphalt tile, various 
buildings. This contract has not been completed and 
no payments have been made to the contractor. 

John M. Gray is to receive $5,758.95 for architectural 
and engineering services in connection with the above 
contracts. No payments have been made to the 
contractor. 

In December, 1947, a contract in the sum of $42,009 
was awarded to Rossano Construction Company for 
installation of sterilizing equipment. This contract has 
not been completed and no payments have been made. 


For architectural and engineering services rendered 
in connection with the above contract, John M. Gray 
is to receive $4,200.90. No payments have been made 
to contractor. 


The contract with James H. Ritchie & Associates 
drawn up in 1946 for architectural services in connection 
with operating suite, Dowling Building, at a cost not to 
exceed $7,500, has not been completed and no payments 
were made in 1947 to the architect. 

A contract in the sum of $11,688 per year was awarded 
to Consolidated Elevator Company, Inc., for servicing 
elevators in main hospital for the year 1947. Payments 
have been made to contractor monthly. 


FEDERAL GRANT, CADET NuRSING PROGRAM. 


Money from the above grant is being used to finance 
the following contracts for work being done in connection 
with the Nurses’ Library and Dietetic Laboratory. 
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In November, 1946, a contract was awarded to 
Peabody Construction Company in the sum of $3,075 
for alterations to Nurses’ Library and Dietetic Labora- 
tory. This contract has been completed and accepted 
and final payment made to the contractor. 

In November, 1946, a contract was awarded to Calley, 
Henderson & Stewart in the sum of $5,707.50 for 
equipment for Nurses’ Library.. This contract has 
been completed and accepted and final payment made 
to the contractor. 

In November, 1946, a contract was awarded to Art 
Metal Construction Company in the sum of $2,313 for 
book shelving for Nurses’ Library. This contract has 
been completed and accepted and final payment made 
to the contractor. 

On the above contracts, James H. Ritchie & Associates 
received a final payment of $299.14, for architectural 
and engineering services. © 


FEDERAL GRANT, NEw Nurses’ HOME. 


For architectural and engineering services in connec- , 
tion with the new Nurses’ Home, James H. Ritchie & 
Associates have been paid on account $23,000. This 
contract has not been completed. Bids for actual 
construction not as yet advertised. 


FEDERAL GRANT, NEW SurRGicau UNIT. 


For architectural and engineering services in connec- 
tion with the new Surgical Unit, James H. Ritchie & 
Associates are to receive $180,000. This contract has 
not been completed and no payments made to the 
contractor. Bids for actual construction not as yet 
advertised. 


A. SHUMAN MEMORIAL FUND FOR CARE OF MEN 
PATIENTS AT THE Boston City HOSPITAL. 


To the $100,000 bequeathed by the late Abraham 
Shuman, $58,510.16 has been added to January 1, 1948, 
making the total amount available on that date 
$158,510.16. During the year 1947 there was expended 
from this fund the sum of $2,606.24 for care of con- 
valescent male patients at various nursing homes. 
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CHARLES H. TYLER FUND. 


The $1,000,000 bequest of the late Charles H. Tyler 
is being received in bonds and cash. Up to January 1, 
1948, $1,380,926.51 has been delivered to the City 
Treasurer. This fund will be used for the erection and 
maintenance of a surgical research building to be named 
in honor of the late Dr. George G. Sears. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Martin J. Enauisu, M. D., President, 
Tuomas J. GrsLin, D. M. D., Secretary, 
STuART C. Ranp, 7 
JOSEPH F. Timinry, 

Mary Moore BEATTY, M. D. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR. 


Tue Boston City Hosprrau, January 2, 1948. 


To the Trustees. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I present herewith the annual report of the Hospital 
Department for the year 1947. 

The finances of the Hospital and its various depart- 
ments are shown in the following tables. 

















HospirAL DEPARTMENT. 


THE BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL. 
Per Capita Costs, YEAR 1947. 








Per Visit. | Per Day. 
Hospital Proper: 
Per ward patient (after deducting cost of permanent 
improvements and extraordinary expenditures)..|.......... $10 78 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............[....20+00% i 
Per Out-Patient Building, per visit.............. $1 53 
South Department: 
BE OAUIONU aces tee Old eo ae eiese take he es ea ees laa: ee ee 16 11 
Per person for uncooked food supplies *..........].....-..-- | 1 05 
Hospital Proper and South Department, together: 
Per ward patient (after deducting cost of permanent 
improvements and extraordinary expenditures)..|.......... 1i8G7 
East Boston Relief Station: 
Per Out-Patient visit............ Der iie tae oe 4 06 
Sanatorium Division: 
Mey SULTON Gt arti, ee SIN le OOS Seo hs Od LAE Maas | arott Seeker ene 7 38 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............]. a8, Ole 1 18 
All departments, except Sanatorium Division: 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............]e.eesee005 76 
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Per Week. 


ei 4 
7 35 


77 49 


51 66 
8 26 


5 32 


* Based on figures for January through August, due to alterations to South Department 


kitchen. . 
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HOSPITAL PROPER. 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1947. 
Patients remaining in the hospital proper, 











December 31, 1946 1,367 
Admitted During the Year 1947. 

Medical . , , er 2 O41 
Surgical . ; : ; , 9,731 
Orthopedic. : 1,022 
Urological ' 478 
Thoracic . ; ' : i 168 
Gynecological ae ee: ; 2,114 
ON thei nateok Gamers terete Pane ey 2,984 
Pediatric : ; ; 4,058 
Ophthalmic. ; Eid Wy: ; 525 
Aural and laryngological . ; 2,682 
Neurological . : f 166 
Neurosurgical , 308 
Dermatological . ; ; ’ 63 
Dental . ; : 425 

. 37,265 

Treated during the year : 38,632 
Discharged during the year ae A DOL. 
Diediduring the yeare ae Po ens 2,899 

31,200 
Patients remaining in the hospital proper, 

December 31, 1947 1,396 
Births during the year . ; : 2,459 
Deaths during the year ; ; , ! 2,899 
Deaths within forty-eight hours of admission . 989 
Maximum number of patients at any one time 1,405 
Minimum number of patients at any one time 993 
Daily average of patients ; ; : . 1,260.4 
Average number of days’ stay of patients 12.39 
Weeks’ treatment given in hospital . : 65,722 
Days’ treatment given in hospital. , 460,056 
Out-patients treated during the year*  . 33,164 
Visits made by out-patients during the year... 254,841 


* Individuals treated in Out-Patient Department during year includes accident floor, 
X-ray, plaster room and dental. 
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SOUTH DEPARTMENT. 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Number of patients remaining in the South 
Department, December 31, 1946. 

Admitted from ae 1947, earner December 
31,1947. 


Treated during the year 
Discharged during the year 1,243 
Died during the year . 5 


Patients remaining, December 31, 1947 

Maximum number of patients at any one time 

Minimum number of patients at any one time 

Daily average of patients 

Average number of days’ stay of patients 

Number of days’ treatment given patients 

Number of weeks’ treatment given patients 

Number of patients admitted over fifteen years of 
age. aie, Mea i 

Average age of patients 

Number of deaths within forty-eight hours. of 
admission: 24 hours, 1; 48 hours, 1 

Percentage of deaths to discharges 

Death rate from all diseases 

Death rate from all diseases, deducting deaths 
within twenty-four hours of admission 

Number of applicants for admission . 

Number of applicants rejected 
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EAST BOSTON RELIEF STATION. 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Number of out-patients treated: 





Medical . ; ' ; 685 
Surgical ; : : 5,358 
—— 6,043 
Number of visits of out-patients: 
Medical . ; ; 1,382 
Surgical é ae ., 1d;044: 
14,756 
Number of male patient visits in out-patient . 10,203 
Number of female patient visits in out-patient 4,553 
Maximum number of out-patients treated on any 
one day . 94 
Minimum number of out- -patients treated on any 
one day . ; 16 
Number of deaths 19 
Number of ambulance trips to the Boston City 
Hospital . 1,287 
Number of miscellaneous ambulance tr ips ; 49 
Number of ‘‘no case”’ trips . : Bh ar 66 
Total number of ambulance trips. : 1,668 
Total number of patients carried in ambulance. E, bio 
Number of out-patients transferred to the Boston 
City Hospital by ambulance oot 
Number of accident cases sone eat in by police 
ambulance 216 
Number of accident cases brought in by private 
cars . 104 
Total number of accident cases . 983 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES W. Manary, M. D., 
Superintendent and Medical Director. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE * 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT — SANATORIUM 
DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1948. 
Hon. James M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 
The report of the Hospital Department, Sanatorium 
-Division, for the year ending December 31, 1947, is 
respectfully submitted herewith: 


PRINCIPAL ‘STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR. 
Number of patients remaining in Sanatorium 


Division, December 31, 1946 : 406 
Admitted during the year 1947 . : ; 572 
Minimal . / 60 
Moderately advanced 152 
Far advanced . ; 360 
Non-tubercular : 0 
‘ireated during the year ..°. °=  sslss Maumee 978 
Discharged during the year , ; 569 
Arrested and quiescent. ; 148 
Improved . : Lie 
Progressive ; é ; 30 
Non-tubercular . ‘ , ; 10 
Died . ; 201 
Number of patients remaining . 409 
Maximum number of patients at any one time, 446 
Minimum number of patients at any one time, 397 
Daily average number of patients. : 416 
Average number of days’ stay of patients 260 
Number of days’ treatment given patients. 152,416 
Number of weeks’ treatment given patients. 21,774 
Rate of mortality . 21.5 
Number of patients admitted over fifteen. years 
of age. ; : , ; 572 
Number of beds. 573 
Total operating expenses. . $1,250,857 70 


Amount properly chargeable to maintenance . $1,124,935 11 
Paid into city treasury, revenue from all 


sources. : ; $103,333 76 
Net cost of Sanatorium to city . $1,140,812 07 
Per capita cost per patient per day . $7 38 


Per capita cost per person per day for uncooked 
FOO RUNDLICS: s)he ee $1 18 
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FINANCIAL TABLES. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 


Regular Appropriation. 


Carried forward from 1946 appropriation 


City appropriation 
Transferred from special appr opriation 


Net appropriation 
Carried forward to 1948 appropriation 
Returned to city treasury 


Total appropriation expenditures 


21 


1947. 


$15,426 09 
1,122,566 72 
14,000 00 
$1,151,992 81 
$3.457 11 
$8594 53 


$1,139,941 17 














Special Appropriations for Installations, Alterations and Repairs. 


Carried forward from 1946 appropriation 


1947 appropriation 


Net appropriation 


Transferred to regular appropriation | 


Carried forward to 1948 appropriation 


Total special apprapriation expenditures 


$128,410 07 


$100,000 00 


$228, 410 07 


$14,000 00 


$103,493 54 
$110,916 53 
SOTERA NSA 


y ate City Document No. 14. 


SANATORIUM DIVISION. 
TABLE NO. 1. 


Disbursements According to Various Subdivisions, 1947. 














Cost. Total. 
Sabsistencessnyples. . a0 saeyro ne ses sole os ee ee, $303,873 47 
WOR gn Vjoe dd. Sates): 9. se be eer RRR MERCI CIC Iae 8 48,755 91 
Mieco Ri Ike ne is se osc iach. reer ee Ra Torte a 36,993 08 
EMIIORI MG MHDUE es WG on tank ak ok Cal nome heen ial 638,355 64 
WOrkiInen B.Ompensation.. s.scs ees ghee bes Fri thee 2,459 74 
PRMMOUG bn Bad cn x AAA HET, «2 SUELO oe et tase ee ee 1,134 29 
Building supplies and repairs Piaschatane's SAR ye Rds TE EOS 38,325 68 
CHITOSE eee a a er erie! Rabe es a REMY feisty Meee 894 75 
RACOCES ADDIS OCR 5,22 88 de oy tus sdras eh wince vb eR 1,741 87 
Electric lighting, power, and gas................e.0ce- 12,662 89 
Fieropene ald matehes, 2.2... 6 0feac Lares wewccteer ales 15 30 
Doap arid Memmainy ptufiee. so. eck ca eee eke eee ' 3,790 49 
Furniture, furnishings and fixtures.................00.- 16,254 00 = 
TSEUER LCE EMICIINOS hes 28 o. Uris ante kc ceacret eater eee 13,083 41 
Dry goods, uniformd, clothing for DALICU IS sy ieee es 5,130 56 
Stationery, printing, postage and advertising... ereac ce 2,573 42 
Transportation, cartage and freight................... 163 18 
senprone andtelegraph...23;.0.02 Sse ee 2,210 48 
Laundry, repairs, supplies, etc..0 + si. hscsc eewuc ation 1,034 52 
Garage and ambulance — general supplies............ _ 434 14 
UD OPUMASINOIG hire 5 kosca este Ve A xceghale hota ten ae 400 00 
CO TOS tas «spe een sa mee oe oe POETS, C 43 40 
PD BOPEGICUIN sta etna Pr cn y s ds a dd a cn ei 80 50 
RICE UAMIONAL tUOPTADY.., iss ss Sekes 10a 2,455 98 
RAOUPPRLEATIENW Tee io Sy,5 Gis's.< 26 aA ous emg ote ee ee 8 945 00 
Loose leaf records — general expenses...............-. 532 28 
EDSUIGOOA east eTy aes a's s ki Swen cee teen ee eee 30 00 
Special improvements and alterations................. 110,916 53 
Be Oe IER TQS 55 5 vk. 5 vin, ohubate vii Beene 5,567 19 
ES Ss SA ee ey’, or SO ee Sek 
2G mm DOBTELINg GxpEneeM. 54562. .i'. » ek oa elas sion eR $1,250,857 70 
Deduct for permanent improvements and extraordinary expenses........ 119,210 72 
ES eon meet ie et ey a 
OM TOR ot cas eRe ea picwlet-s ole eV Sw ea ree se $1,131,646 98 
Deduct increase in stock on hand more than January 1, 1947........... 6,711 87 
eS Se Se ee ene 
Amount properly chargeable to maintenance......... ....-.cecceeeees $1,124,935 11 
Cdetiner patient ly... sis 000.) i0 ay is eae cc eeee eee $7 38 





a 


ee 


eee me 
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SANATORIUM DIVISION. 
TABLE NO. 2. 


Expenditures in Accordance with the Uniform System of Hospital 
Accounting. 


Expendi- 
tures, 
Salaries and Total. . Total. 
Expenses. 








ADMINISTRATION, 
SUR ETT Pea ae i |, J. Ae Poe ra eee $31,834 04 
PUR DONISOG se Sts ete ce Mae wuelate ola oben Ae & 9,051 61 
$40,885 65 $40,885 65 
PROFESSIONAL CARE OF PATIENTS. 

Physicians: 

nS GER ae ome aa ee PEEPS oe oe Sees eer ores 23,497 39 
Superintendent of Nurses: 

RUAIATICR AS 5s Oo cies hd cori, AP Oe US kee le Ae IRS eh 2,996 50 
Supervisor of Nurses: 

RINT OR aisle oe Pelan eB ile ig div Devin Deloss Ate elas 12,437 44 
Head Nurses: 

PIALATION Sees oe Oh NTRS sche wet nal Aae eS, Coan keane 23,213 54 
Nurses: : 

UCIT” at SP ea ee ge: Me CO ISP eg er ee tee 82,978 29 
Surgical Nurse: 

SSRIR TICE is are tah elton is) get siete ec Chron < Le es ee 2,634 85 
Male Nurses: . 

Balartea yee ook | eke ea Se RMT Or herd cag hook 41,843 70 
Ward Maids: 

UCT a ede unde neater fac Ca Loe |S ee oe 38,093 14 
Ophthalmologist: 

RalersGsect tee oe ee ee ete isa ate « st eees 2,100 00 
Drug Room: 

SAISTiCS os min een tee ee ancy, [2 Ok CA, chee ities 3,937 28 
Supervisors: 

ET ee, Pee eee Oa: Se, ht 9) are ee 6,571 61 
Medical and Surgical: 

PR DCNSES eee oe oa es ee ee cide Maw ee 32,586 63 
X-Ray and Physiotherapy: 

Dalaries 5 ince ee os id ee ee $7,575 61 

IX PONSOR st eco ee Ne Ry 2,927 57 

10,503 18 


CANT UNE FORIUINE Se A fv Gv ida on a eal oe ee Ks ayes $283,393 55 $40,885 65 
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TABLE NO. 2.— Continued. 








Expendi- 
tures, 
Salaries and Total. 
Expenses. 
BTOUG RES OT WONG aps uenarhs sok ka eNO eae Gio tees acai eT eed $283,393 
Laboratory Department: 
Salariesaescca.k.(s% Ge etn eos Se are $4,226 15 |, 
IECXPCDSES aye ine Sees, critic Sos a 876 95 
5,103 
Surgical Assistants: 
Salaries tnd wot ooh isioa: Bae oes oc Pe ee ete Oe 3,699 
Dental Department: 
SALATIES tae ents ear a ns Shine $4,065 42 
US PENSCS cb. Reaie a cee eee ee 139 74 
rs 4,205 
Social Service Department: 
Salaries ees sco Ge het fone $7,596 33 
FES DenSGSa Wy. Mee Ee Be Se ck ve am 169 81 | 
= 7,766 
Laryngologist: 
Salaryscnnte thus Ae kat bitte cnc learieetcee ae eee 1,507 
Care of Patients: 
ISX DENSCSh ow yee ee Renee oe Nee ee eillonierekok Gera ee “2,348 
Clinical Department: 
Balaricn e wreeeeeacucrsen be sue $3,950 18 
EX PODSCS eye eee rk ee 532 28 4,482 
Religious Services: 
Salaries ay erciacchyeckk.s ace fee eee $4,339 29 
UXPONSES sa ethene te cite ec ae ee 292 38 
—_———————_ 4,631 
Occupational Therapy Department: 
Salariastan, setter, Meee eo. tho eer ce tee $2,734 58 
PX PENSCS sare a eh ia nota a ae a ee 2,455 98 
—————_ 5,190 
Medical Library: 
IBXTGTISOB attra hy shes sicko cvct od ch Sea sachO Ren | Caceres 43 
DEPARTMENT EXPENSES. 
Ambulance: 
Salaries. sc ete oe $2,394 68 
EZPONBOR Ree ee cee Ate vs ites os tare: 434 14 
; SESS $2,828 
Housekeeping Department: 
BAIATION Sean ete. ee ete Fes ete $84,576 88 
ENS DOUSOR ss tis sy aie asl ore oe 36,870 58 
—_——————_|_ 121,447 
CORE OL Sf OFADORE RO AVE CO ERA ones pera $124,276 





55 


10 


89 


14 


89 


18 


46 


67 


56 


40 


82 


46 


28 


Total. 


$40,885 65 


322,372 00: 


$363,257 65 


— 


ee ee ne 
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TABLE NO. 2.— Concluded. 











Expendi- 
Ss Pc Pi d Totals. Totals. 
: Expenses. 
Fer OIE FOTADONG oak x wands 5 pes 2 spk ania ae nln $124,276 28 $363,257 65 
Dietary Department: 
Balarion eno oel) Salts encase ahs $125,370 14 
TOR DENBES a cee Kher tee eee sens a cs ae 303,873 47 
—_—_————_| 429,243 61 
Laundry Department: 
a ATiGd chet tee oh ees ns Hi ewer ese $32,693 88 
HIS DENSES yesege ee ceric is sj Misi stareg 1,034 52 
Ne 33,728 40 
Heat, Light, and Power: 
Salaries were ose as tetere a ereta canes $30,688 29 
Bix pennees oo ice. Gas oy 8k ks See: 61,418 80 
92,107 09 
Storeroom: 
SL RTICS Se ote ee ee eee ee (cuba nue ee eee 6,520 50 
ee 685,875 88 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 
Buildings: 
RT eCriGa NER causes tase avenue bo ese elem eae $27,657 64 
NGKDOTECH oo uiss = Gin cik Aner er eee *156,551 27 
—_—_—————_| $184,208 91 
Grounds: 
SEN Ele (als by cane Se Bee SSL aie ue $16,620 51 
Bix pensesin net ee ets ekki carcae te 894 75 
Ta Weoloeco 
—- 201,724 17 
| eee eee ee eee <a 
Total operating expenses. A ee oe Ry ARN ee his 5S ci iced ee $1,250,857 70 
Deduct for permanent improvements and extraordinary expenses....... 119,210 72 
Net total operating expense... 1.1.1... cece cece er eet tener een esens $1,131,646 98 
Deduct difference in stock on hand more than January 1, 1947......... 6,711 87 
a 
Amount properly chargeable to maintenance... ....+++.eesereeereeee .| $1,124,985 11 
Total patients’ days’ treatment............. 60. ss eee cece erent ees 152,416 
Cost per day per patient......... 2. cece cece eee cern eee e eee eenres $7 38 


Eee 
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TABLE, NOs. 


Revenue from AIl Sources for the Period of Twelve Months from 
January 1, 1947, to December 31, 1947. 


Board of patients: 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 


setts, subsidy. . $92,750 21 
State cases. ; 4,325 00 
Veterans Administration 2,179 00 
Outside cities and town cases. 48 00 

Board of special nurses for pa- 

tients . ; 199 00 
Bones, grease, chicken fat ; 938 43 
Junk, ‘boxes, ete. 195 53 
Commissions on canteen machines, 41 58 
Sale of garbage . 765 00 
Medical records and death certifi- 

cates on patients.’ 128 00 
New England Telephone Company, 

commissions : 164 62 
Occupational Therapy Department, 1,541 03 
Payroll tailings . 58 36 

Total s ; . $103,333 76 


SUSAN H. LEEDS BEQUEST FUND. 


Balance, apnea 1, 1947 ; $705 91 
Income , 416 92 
Total ; ; $1,122 83 
Total expenditures. : . ‘ 585 90 
Balance, December 31, 1947 : ; $536 93 


Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERICK L. Bogan, M. D., 
Assistant Superintendent. 


CITY OF BOSTON osdirensSs “ PRINTING DEPARTMENT 

















* 
. 








ee eae 


7 ie 4 na kt ig : wet oh Mig 
me Nad Jin S ie ey oe : oy ae, ; 
at Alt ee 2 es iat 











[DocumENT 16 — 1948.] 


os @ Nr es 4 
# 7 ap 
PTY ETE | BC 


3, BOSTONIA 
CONDITAD. 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


LAW DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Boston, March 1, 1948. 


Hon. James M. Cur .ey, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DEAR SIR: 
I submit herewith the report of the Law Department 
for the calendar year 1947. . 


I. LEGISLATION. 


In 1947 the General Court passed 685 acts and 79 resolves, 
of which the following particularly relate to the City of Boston: 

St. 1947, c. 47. Extending the period during which the 
trustees under the will of George Robert White shall have the 
temporary care, custody, and control for certain public purposes 
of certain park land in Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 100. Authorizing the transfer of certain land 
in the Dorchester district of Boston from the School Depart- 
ment to the Park Department of said city. 

St. 1947, c. 117. Relative to the preparation and opening 
of ways in Boston. : 

St. 1947, c. 120. Authorizing the incurring of liabilities 
in Boston in anticipation of appropriations in order to com- 
pensate first assistant assessors. 

St. 1947, c. 137. Relative to the payrolls, bills, and accounts 
for salary or compensation of persons in the service or employ- 
ment of the City of Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 146. Relative to annual vacations and sick 
leave allowances for police officers in Boston. 
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St. 1947, c. 181. Relative to witness fees to be paid to 
police officers of the City of Boston in certain criminal cases. 

St. 1947, c. 226. Relative to appropriations for school 
purposes in the current year in Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 227. Relative to the filing of nomination papers 
and the doing of certain other acts in connection with certain 
regular municipal elections in Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 229. Increasing the salaries of the members 
and the secretary of the Licensing Board for the City of 
Boston. ‘ 

St. 1947, c. 231. Subjecting the office of assistant physical 
director in the Park Department of the City of Boston to the 
civil service laws. 

St. 1947, c. 244. Relating to the entry upon voting lists 
of the City of Boston of certain omitted listings. 

St. 1947, c. 248. Authorizing the City of Boston to sell 
certain land situate on the Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway 
in said city. 

St. 1947, c. 299. Further regulating the retirement of 
school teachers of the City of Boston. 

St. 1947, ce. 303. Authorizing the Transit Department of 
the City of Boston to contract with the Boston Elevated 
Railway Company for construction by that company of certain 
parts of the extension of rapid transit facilities authorized 
by chapter 692 of the Acts of 1945 and of other subway, tunnel, 
or rapid transit property. 

St. 1947, c. 342. Increasing the compensation of the mem- 
bers of the Police Department of the City of Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 398. Providing for the making and exhibiting 
of a model relief map of the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

St. 1947, c.422. Relative to the disposition of sums accumu- 
lated for the pensions of certain persons now or formerly 
members of the Boston Retirement System. 

St. 1947, c. 425. Relating to charges by the School Com- 
mittee of the City of Boston for admission to athletic contests 
and games conducted by it. 

St. 1947, c. 442. Authorizing the installation and operation 
of parking meters in cities and towns. 

St. 1947, c. 446. Providing for the more particular cer- 
tification of names of nominators upon nomination papers 
used in Boston and dispensing with the requirement that 
such certification be sworn to. 

St. 1947, c. 447. Prohibiting the publication of the sub- 
stance of debates in the City Council of the City of Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 480. Authorizing expenditures by the Metro- 
politan District Commission for certain playground and 
recreational purposes in connection with the maintenance of 
the Charles River Basin and the Esplanade thereof. 
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St. 1947, c. 494. To release certain interests or rights affect- 
ing land on Boylston, Berkeley, Providence, and Clarendon 
streets in Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 520. Relative to entry into, and withdrawal 
from, membership in the State-Boston Retirement System. 

St. 1947, c. 529. Providing for the acquisition of land and 
the construction of an additional fence along portions of the 
banks of the Neponset River in the Hyde Park and Mattapan 
districts of Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 542. Authorizing the transfer of lands of the 
City of Boston to the George Robert White Fund. 

St. 1947, c. 544. Providing for the creation of the Metro- 
politan Transit Authority and the acquisition and operation 
by it of the entire assets, property, and franchises of the 
Boston Elevated Railway Company. 

St. 1947, c. 580. Relative to the office of Mayor of the City 
of Boston and the administration of the affairs of said city 
during the present emergency. 

St. 1947, c. 597. Relative to the tenure of public school 
teachers in Boston. 

St. 1947, c. 608. Authorizing the City of Boston to tem- 
porarily reinstate Walter J. Kenney in its Police Department 
for the sole purpose of being retired. 

St. 1947, c. 627. Authorizing the use for motor vehicle 

parking purposes at certain times of the state land adjoining 
the Commonwealth Armory in Boston. 
— St. 1947, c. 661. Regulating the compensation of the auc- 
tioneer in the office of the Board of Real Estate Commissioners 
of the City of Boston and relative to the sale of property 
owned by said city. 


Res. 1947, c. 2. Reviving and continuing the special com- 
mission established to make an investigation and study rela- 
tive to revising the charter of the City of Boston and special 
laws governing said city and the County of Suffolk. 

Res. 1947, c. 38. Directing the Metropolitan District Com- 
mission to make an investigation and study of the advisability 
and feasibility of the acquisition by the commission of certain 
public bathing beaches and other property in the Metropolitan 
parks district. | 

Res. 1947, c. 49. Providing for an investigation by the 
Armory Commission relative to the erection of new armories 
in certain cities and towns, and relative to certain matters per- 
taining to the construction, repair, equipment, and use of 
armories. 

Res. 1947, c. 69. Providing for an investigation relative to 
the immediate relief of traffic, housing, street lighting and 
recreational conditions of the City of Boston. 
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I]. LITIGATION. 


A. SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 


The following cases in which the city, its officers, or 
agents were a party were decided by the Supreme 
Judicial Court during the year: 


Assessors of Boston v. Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., 
320 Mass. 559. 


Under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 59, s. 5, cl. 16, as appearing 
in St. 1941, c. 467, the personal: property of certain 
foreign corporations is exempt from local taxation 
provided that the laws of the state of incorporation 
‘“‘orant similar exemption from taxation of tangible 
property owned by like corporations organized under’’ 
the laws of Massachusetts. The instant case originated 
with an appeal to the Appellate Tax Board from the 
refusal of the Assessors to abate certain 1942 personal 
property taxes assessed to New York corporations 
required to pay Massachusetts excise taxes under G. L. 
(Ter. Ed.) c. 68. In New York, on January 1, 1942, 
personal property, whether tangible or intangible, was 
not lable to taxation locally for state or local purposes. 
The Assessors contended that the exemption allowed 
by G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 59, s. 5, cl. 16, as appearing in 
St. 1941, c. 467, was unconstitutional. The Supreme 
Judicial Court ordered the taxes abated, sustaining the 
exemption on the ground of avoidance of the double 
taxation which would result if the property were 
reached both by an excise under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 63 
and a local personal property tax. 


McManus v. Boston, 320 Mass. 585. 


This cause was an action of contract to recover from 
the City 1941 real estate taxes assessed to Stephen R. 
Casey and Cornelius C. Connor upon certain real 
estate owned on January 1, 1941, in fact and of record 


by Stephen R. Casey and Carolyn M. Connor. On 


July 31, 1941, the real estate was conveyed to the 
plaintiff, who, on October 1, 1941, paid the taxes under 
a written protest and then brought this action to recover 
them back on the ground that they were illegally 
assessed. In view of the provisions of G. L. (Ter. Ed.) 
c. 60, s. 56, had the taxes been assessed to Casey alone, 
the assessment would plainly have been proper. The 
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question was whether the adding of the name of one 
who had no interest in the property invalidated the 
assessment. The Court held that it did not, saying 
that ‘“‘the addition of the name of Cornelius C. Connor 
may be treated as surplusage within the principle of the 
maxim utile per inutile non vitiatur.”’ 


Assessors of Boston v. Boston Elevated Railway Co., 
320 Mass. 588. 


This decision which resulted in the City refunding to 
the Boston Elevated Railway Company in excess of 
$1,200,000 in taxes, interest, and costs involved thirteen 
appeals from orders of the Appellate Tax Board granting 
abatements to the Company on account of taxes 
assessed in one or more of the years 1939, 1940, and 
1942 upon the Dudley Street Terminal, the Sullivan 
Square Station, the Lincoln Power Station, and three 
areas used for shops and yards, all of which were taken 
by the Company by eminent domain except portions of 
some of the shop and yard areas which were purchased 
by the Company when it had authority to take them by 
eminent domain. The Court ordered the abatements 
granted, applying the century-old principle that land 
appropriated to a public use by the owner, who acquired 
or might have acquired it by the exercise of eminent 
domain, is exempt from taxation by the municipality in 
which it is located in the absence of a statute making it 
subject to such taxation. See now St. 1946, c. 398, 
abolishing implied exemptions from local taxation. 
Several collateral issues raised on behalf of the Assessors 
were all decided adversely to them, including the con- 
tention that the Company had lost the right to the 
exemption by acquiescence in paying taxes upon the 
properties for many years. 


Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation v. Assessors 
of Boston, 1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 351. 


Machinery used in the conduct of the business of 
business corporations is subject to local taxation, while 
like machinery of manufacturing corporations 1s exempt 
theretrom.. Gin. (Ter. Eid.) ¢: 159,92. 5;<cl. 16, as 
amended. The controversy in this case concerned the 
classification (a) of First National Stores, Inc., a 
domestic corporation principally engaged in business 
but also doing a substantial amount of manufacturing, 
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and (6) of Armour and Company, a foreign corporation 
principally engaged in Massachusetts in business but 
also doing in Massachusetts a substantial amount of 
manufacturing. The Assessors’ position was that to 
qualify as a manufacturing corporation the corporation 
must be at least principally engaged in manufacturing 
in Massachusetts. The Appellate Tax Board found for 
the Assessors, but upon appeal the Supreme Judicial 
Court held that the corporations in question were 
entitled to be classified as manufacturing corporations, 
saying: ‘“‘Corporations whose manufacturing operations 
are substantial . . . must be regarded as manu- 
facturing corporations within our statutory definitions 
specifying those that are exempted from local taxation 
of their machinery.”’ 


Becker v. Boston, 1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 499. 


The plaintiff in this action of tort was injured when 
she fell as a result of her heel getting caught in a ragged 
crack between two edgestones constituting part of the 
outer perimeter of a safety zone platform within the 
streetcar reservation of a public street. The crack had 
_ existed for two months before the accident and was 
one and one-half inches wide on top, two and one-half 
to three inches long at right angles to the street, and 
four to five inches deep. It was held that the reserva- 
tion was part of the public way, for defects in which 
the City was liable, and further that it could not be 
ruled as a matter of law that the break in the curbing 
was not an actionable defect. | 


The H. B. Horn Co. v. Assessors of Boston, 1947 Mass. 
Adv. Sh. 909. 


This was an appeal by The E. B. Horn Company 
from a decision of the Appellate Tax Board dismissing, 
as not seasonably filed, an appeal from the refusal of 
the Assessors of Boston to abate a 1945 real estate tax 
which had been paid on December 19, 1945, and in 
connection with which an application for abatement - 
had been filed on September 25, 1945. The Assessors 
failed to act upon the application, and the taxpayer 
appealed to the Appellate Tax Board on April 3, 1946. 
The question was whether St. 1945, c. 621 (which 
became effective October 15, 1945 and reduced from 
four to three months the period for which inaction by 
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the Assessors became the equivalent of formal denial) 
applied to applications filed prior to its effective date. 
The Court upheld the Appellate Tax Board’s conclusion 
that the statute did apply to such applications and 
dismissed The E. B. Horn Company’s appeal from the 
Assessors’ refusal to abate. “There is no statutory 
guaranty,’ said the Court, ‘‘that, once an application 
for abatement is filed, the procedure respecting it shall 
remain unchanged.”’ 


Trustees of Eastern Gas and Fuel Associates v. Assessors 
of Boston, 1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 915. | 


As the Supreme Judicial Court recognized, this case 
was indistinguishable from, and fully covered by the 
authority of, The FE. B. Horn Co. vy. Assessors of Boston, 
1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 909. 


Lowell v. Marden & Murphy, Inc., 1947 Mass. Adv. 
Sh. 927. 


This petition by the City of Lowell to foreclose all 
rights to redeem four parcels of land in Lowell from 
tax titles held by that city raised numerous issues 
including the question whether, in 1937 and since, 
taxes on land subject to a tax title held by a municipality 
should be assessed to the municipality as the holder of 
the tax title. The Supreme Judicial Court decided 
that statutory changes made in 1936 rendered it impos- 
sible after 1936 to tax real estate to a tax title holder, 
and so upheld the assessments made by the Assessors 
of Lowell to the person to whom the taxes would have 
been assessed if the land had not been taken or purchased 
by the municipality. Because of the importance of 
the question to the City of Boston, an Assistant 
Corporation Counsel, by leave of Court, submitted a 
brief in this case as amicus curiae. 


New England Mutual Life Insurance Co. v. Boston, 
1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 1027. 


The opinion in this case disposed of eight actions of 
contract brought to recover taxes paid to the City by 
two domestic life insurance companies upon electric 
bookkeeping and accounting devices which were owned 
by foreign business corporations but in the possession 
of the insurance companies under leases upon the first 
days of January 1942, 1943, 1944, and 1945. The 
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machines constituted part of the stock in trade of the 
lessor foreign business corporations and so were not 
locally taxable to them. The question was whether 
the exemption which the machines enjoyed while in the 
hands of the lessors was destroyed by the transfer 
under the leases of their possession and use to the 
insurance companies. In urging that this question be 
answered in the affirmative, the City relied especially 
on G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 59, s. 18, cl. 2, purportedly pro- 
viding for the local taxation of “all tangible personal 
property within the commonwealth leased for profit.” 
This provision was held, however, to refer only to 
property subject to local taxation under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) 
c. 59, s. 5, cl. 16. Under the latter clause, so far as 
presently pertinent, the insurance companies were taxable 
locally only for machinery used in manufacture; and, 
since the devices in issue manufactured nothing, the 
City was ordered to refund to the insurance companies 
the full amount of the taxes collected with interest 
from the date of payment. 


Boston v. Commonwealth, 1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 1295. 


This was a petition filed by the City of Boston to 
recover from the Commonwealth $63,070.27 allegedly 
due the City under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 118, s. 6, in 
connection with aid rendered by the City between 
April 1, 1936, and December 31, 1936, to mothers 
with dependent children. The precise question was 
whether the Commonwealth was liable for one third 
of the total amount expended by the City or for only 
one third of the sum remaining after deducting from 
the total amount the amounts of federal funds re- 
ceived by the City. The Superior Court judge, after 
deciding for the Commonwealth, reported the case 
to the Supreme Judicial Court, which held that the 
measure of the Commonwealth’s lability was one 
third of the amount of aid given without any deduc- 
tion on account of federal funds. A final decision for 
the City was accordingly entered for $63,070.27 with 
interest from the date of the filing of the petition. 


Boston v. Commonwealth, 1947 Mass. Adv. Sh. 1301. 


This was a petition filed by the City of Boston to 
recover from the Commonwealth $125,825.01 allegedly 
due the City under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 118A, s. 3, as 
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amended by St. 1932, c. 259, s. 3, in connection with 
old age assistance given by the City between February 
1, 1936, and August 31, 1936. There were two ques- 
tions. The first was similar to the question in Boston 
v. Commonwealth, supra, and, for the reasons stated 
in that opinion, it was held that the Commonwealth 
was not entitled to have the amount of federal grants 
deducted before the Commonwealth’s contribution was 
computed. The other issue was whether the distri- 
bution by the Commonwealth to the City in October, 
1936, of $440,322.02 under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 138, s. 27, 
as appearing in St. 1936, c. 488, could be set up as a 
defense to the instant action; and the Supreme Judicial 
Court held that it could not. Accordingly, a decision 
was entered for the City for $125,825.01 with interest 
from the date of the filing of the petition. 


B. MISCELLANEOUS PENDING MATTERS. 


1. South Station Taxes. 


In 1947, as in recent years, unpaid taxes assessed 
upon the South Station recéived considerable attention. 
The past history of this. matter is briefly this. On 
October 30, 1939, the United States District Court 
in Connecticut ordered the Trustees of the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to with- 
hold payment of that portion of the real estate taxes 
on the South Station attributable to the trustees’ 
operation for account of the Old Colony and Boston 
and Providence estates. As a result of this order, 
taxes assessed upon the South Station in the years 
1939 to 1946, inclusive, in the aggregate principal 
amount of $3,743,880 came to be outstanding. On 
August 28, 1946, after extensive negotiations between 
city officials and representatives of the New Haven 
Trustees, the United States District Court in Connecti- 
cut authorized and directed the New Haven Trustees 
upon completion of the reorganization of both the Old 
Colony and the Boston and Providence to tender to 
the City in full and final settlement of the City’s tax 
claims with respect to the South Station a sum which, 
with accrued interest, amounted on October 31, 1947, 
to $3,761,316.32. 

On September 11, 1947, the reorganization of the 
Old Colony was completed. Steps were taken at once 
by the Law Department to bring about the immediate 
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payment of the Old Colony’s share under the court 
order of August 28, 1946. On October 31, 1947, that 
order was modified accordingly, and the New Haven 
paid to the City $1,616,844.70. It is expected that 
the balance of $2,144,471.62, with additional interest 
as ordered by the Court, will be paid as soon as the 
reorganization of the Boston and Providence is com- 
pleted. 


2. Boston Elevated Railway Company—Personal Prop- 
erty Taxes. 


In 1942 the Boston Elevated Railway Company 
was assessed a personal property tax for the first time. 
The valuation was fixed by the Assessors at $5,250,000. 
Similar taxes were assessed in 1943 and 1944. In 
1945 the valuation was increased to $9,250,000. The 
latter figure was adopted in 1946 and 1947. 

In each year the Elevated instituted proceedings for 
a total abatement of these assessments. When the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority acquired the assets of 
the Elevated in August, 1947, under St. 1947, c. 544, 
it immediately pressed for payment of the Elevated’s 
claim against the City in connection with these personal 
property taxes, the principal amount of which for the 
years 1942 to 1947, inclusive, aggregated $1,851,725. 
After extensive negotiations, the matter was finally 
settled by an abatement of $1,282,700. 


3. Civil Aeronautics Board Matters. 


During the year the City was represented by the 
Corporation Counsel’s .office at hearings in Washington 
on the so-called Boston-NEwW YORK—WASHINGTON— 
ATLANTA-NEW ORLEANS cases. There have been ex- 
aminers’ reports filed in these cases, but no final action 
has been taken by the Civil Aeronautics Board itself, 
and, therefore, no final action can be reported. 

We also took part in the hearings in Boston on the 
Boston-BERMuDA cases. No report has been filed by | 
the examiner in these cases and we have nothing to 
report on them. 

The position of the City-in these cases is somewhat 
different from that of other cities because our airport 
is under the control of the Commonwealth. Therefore 
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the position of the Commonwealth is of more weight 
than that of the City. Despite this, we have attempted 
to express to the Board the vital interests of Boston in 
the various cases. 


C. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES. 


During the year members of the Law Department 
represented the City of Boston in miscellaneous matters 
before the Department of Public Utilities, such as the 
establishment of rates for the use of the Sumner Tunnel 
by motor vehicles, hearings relating to the issuance 
of bus permits affecting the City of Boston, and other 
similar matters coming before the department. 


Boston Consolidated Gas Company. On November 14, 
1947, the Boston Consolidated Gas Company filed a 
new schedule of rates to become effective December ip 
1947. These called for an increase in the rates then 
effective in Boston. 


A protest was made on behalf of the City and the 
consumers of Boston. 


Hearings were held on these rates before the Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities for several days in the latter 
part of December, the effective date of the rates being 
thus suspended. As a result of these hearings the 
department further suspended the effective date of these 
rate increases until October 1, 1948, or until it should 
otherwise order. This suspension will result in over 
$1,000,000 being saved the Boston consumers. 


New England Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
On May 15, 1947, the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company filed a petition with the Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities-of the Commonwealth to 
increase their rates, entitled an “Emergency Rate 
Revision,” allegedly preparatory to a full rate hearing 
and increase, to be later initiated by the Company. 


Hearings were held starting June 12, 1947, and con- 
tinued on June 18, 1947. While four cities and two 
towns appeared by counsel, the City of Boston con- 
ducted the case in opposition. After oral argument on 
June 25, 1947, and the submission of written briefs 
on June 30, 1947, the Department of Public Utilities 
on July 24, 1947, approved the petition. 
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D. TORT ACTIONS. 


During the year 261 cases were disposed of. The 
total amount paid out by the City was $168,917.11. 
Following is a brief comparison of such total payments 
in tort cases since 1942: 


1042. -! sve, hale PO opie aa eae 
194370! wel sto wedgian Seay eee aimee 
194daj10 0 ata ee Hath Th SAPD Sanaa 
194finw pli seelat dee eee 
104 Giacesuceriel Apl2edid. pelea se aad ee ee 
1047: d+ imc bostndtdlageantemed GAliAnaL CoA mes 


Following is a table showing the detail of the dis- 
position of tort cases since 1942: 
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1942...| 108} 56] $27,944 23) $258 74 52 193] $45,851 44) $237 56 182 485| $73,895 67) $152. 
1943...| 106] 45) 28,418 07} 268 09 61 143} 38,743 10} 270 23 171 420} 66,111 17 157 
1944...| 86]. 31] 19,934 20) 231 79 55 242} 83,837 49) 346 84 268 599] 103,771 69 
1945...| 66) 26) 23,040 74) 349 10 40 182} 71,784 00} 394 42 177 425| 94,824 74 
1946...| 36] 16] 13,132 43) 364 79 20 177| 88,317 82) 498 97 15} 228) 101,450 25 
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E. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND 
TESTIMONY. 


The supervision of medical examinations and the 
arrangement for medical testimony given in court were 
under the direction in the early part of the year of Dr. 
George H. Lyons and later in the year of Dr. Nicholas J. 
King. In addition to the examinations made by these 
two doctors, 25 other physicians were employed, who 
made a total of approximately 500 examinations in the 
City and elsewhere and who examined 98 X-rays and 
29 hospital records. 
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The total amount expended for medical services was 
as follows: 


Dr. Lyons . ; : : ; j $1,463 32 
Pte Toe ‘ 2,191 64 
Other doctors. : : , : 6,695 00 

$10,349 96 





F. INVESTIGATION OF CLAIMS AND 
TORT ACTIONS. 


The Investigation Division of the Law Department 
examined into 1,277 claims, as compared with 1,178 
investigations in 1946. The detail of the work carried 
on in this regard is as follows: 


Claims or actions for personal injuries or property 
damage alleged to have been caused by highway 
defects. 514 
Claims or actions against firemen, ‘police officers, and 
other city employees (69 actual suits 41; other 





possible suits investigated)... 110 
Other claims or actions . ,,. .- . ; 653 
Total number. APOE ; 1,277 
G. DISPOSITION OF CLAIMS. 

Claims pending January 1,1947 . . 832 

Claims received during 1947 . 692 
Total . ; ; 1,524 

Claims disapproved during 1047, aae 369 

Claims approved during 1947 97 

Reimbursements (claims against city 
employees — not suits) 56 
Reimbursements (claims against city 

employees — suits) : 59 
-— 581 
Total . ae - ; : 943 
Amount paid on approved claims... . $14,120 38 
Amount paid on reimbursements — not suits 6,898 77 
Amount paid on reimbursements — suits. 25,554 12 
eee ee ee ere es er. 9 $46,057 3027 
Total amount paid during 1947 . . . . $46,573 27 


Claims pending January 11,1948 . . . . 943 
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H. LAND DAMAGE CASES. 


Two cases involving damages to land by taking or 
otherwise were disposed of during the year. Both were 
settled by the payment of an aggregate amount of 
$3,900. 


I. CONTRACT CASES. 


Two. contract cases were disposed of during the year 
by payments in the aggregate amount of $1,200. 


J. APPELLATE TAX BOARD. 


The following tables show the comparative figures in 
regard to Boston appeals handled in the Appellate Tax 
Board during its fiscal year: 





OVERVALUATION Founp. 


YEAR. eae ie ones 
Decided. Involved. “A eo ouanth Das Cont 
pedis kos eee oo: 5 1,322 $180,603,000 $29,014,550 16.00 
[Yee (ae ee 1,545 144,903,000 15,734,000 10.8 
{SERRA noite = = ae oe 
1944 840 74,692,340 3,017,000 24.6 
19450. ee a se 437 74,276,000 8,646,450 11.64 
1946-0) CL es 619 80,223,900 21,008,800 26.19 
19478 oho ee 585t 593,537,876t 21,064,800 28.68 


SS eee eee 
aa SS SS SS SGN ESTP SS 
i en oS SSCS nnneeeenesee=seeeeee ee ee ee 
a a SES 2 SC SOS RET SEAS 








YEAR. 
APPELLATE TAx 
Boarp, Boston 
APPEALS. 1941. | 1942. | 1943. | 1944. | 1945. | 1946. | 1947. 
a Le ee Ce 
Appeals entered. .... 8+ c 5,840 | 4,982 — 5,194 | 5,245] 5,613 3,971 
Appeals decided............. 1,822 | 1,545 _ 840 840 619 585 
Appeals settled or withdrawn..|} 5,836 | 4,780 — 4,110 | 2,733] 4,146 | 6,229f 
Appealsipending::..2........ 7,767 | 6,436 = 7,900 |10,219| 11,067 | 8,224 
* Change in fiscal period, figures not comparative. 
t The assessed valuation of the 585 cases decided was..............eeec- $73,444,700 
The assessed valuation of the 6,229 cases withdrawn was................ 520,093,176 


$593,537,876 


K. WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION. 


During this year the industrial accident and work- 
men’s compensation cases were handled by an assistant 
corporation counsel, who entered the appearance of the 
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City and defended all claims against the City under 
G. L. (Ter. Ed.), c. 152, which is the statute involving 
workmen’s compensation. 


L. MISCELLANEOUS LITIGATION. 


Boston Common Cases. By the terms of St. 1946, 
c. 294, the City was authorized to contract for the 
construction by a private corporation of a garage for 
motor vehicles under a designated portion of Boston 
Common. The contract so authorized must provide 
that such construction be without cost to the City. 
In return for the undertaking by the corporation the 
City is authorized to lease the underground space in 
question to the corporation for a period not to exceed 
40 years, at a rental equivalent to not less than 2 per 
cent of the gross receipts arising from the operation of 
the garage. 

The constitutionality of the statute was attacked in 
a taxpayers’ proceeding commenced on August 28, 
1946, under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 40, § 58. Subsequently 
two other taxpayers’ proceedings were commenced by 
leave of court under G. L. (Ter. Ed.) c. 214, § 3, el. 11. 
The petitioners in these cases contend that while the 
City holds title in fee to the Common, that title is held 
in trust or upon some other restriction which prohibits 
the land from being used for garaging automobiles. 
They assert that St. 1946, c. 294, is unconstitutional. 
The cases therefore raise the broad question of the 
nature of the City’s title to Boston Common and inci- 
dentally to the Public Garden, and of the powers of the 
General Court with respect thereto. 

In its answers to these petitions the City has taken 
the position that it holds title to the Common in fee, 
subject to no trust, condition, or restriction of any kind, 
ond that in the exercise of its right as owner it is sub- 
ject to the control of the General Court. The City 
asked for a declaratory judgment to that effect. 

The three cases were tried together in the Superior 
Court, on February 17 to February 26, 1947. Exten- 
sive evidence of transactions relating to the Common, 
beginning with its original purchase from William Black- 
stone in 1634, was introduced by the City. After a 
finding of fact the trial justice reported the cases, with- 
out decision, to the Supreme Judicial Court where they 
are now pending. 
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M. CRIMINAL COMPLAINTS. 


The Law Department handled the following matters 
for the Building Department in 1947: 


1. Cases referred by Building Department for prosecution: 


(a) Pending January 1, 1947. : : : : .voke 
(b) New cases received in 1947 : : ‘ : . 136 5 
— 47 
2. Disposition of cases referred for prosecution: 
Cases closed after proceedings instituted . ‘ ; : : 98 
Pending December 31, 1947. : ; ‘ ’ ; . 349 


Ill. CONSULTING SERVICE. 


During the year the department gave advice and 
opinions to city officials involving the proper per- 
formance of their duties. This service was extended 
to the Court House Commission and various county 
officials. 

In addition to advice rendered in conferences and 
in telephone conversations, the department rendered 
57 formal opinions and passed upon the form and 
validity of 890 contracts and 621 bonds. 


IV. CONVEYANCING. 
1. REAL ESTATE. 


Sales, Leases, Licenses — City-owned Property. 

During the year 1947 the Conveyancing Section of 
the department prepared instruments, deeds, leases, 
licenses, and transfers affecting parcels of city-owned 
properties. 


DEPARTMENT. 
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STROMIG. Soe SEVR ba ang US ss GO BRU eV Ow Ukae akon 2 —_ 1 
Miscelianedus.< . Ziias< Gv abGhishaad eek < PaMCe Raises 3 + 3 


Sales, Leases — Trust Property. 


During the year 1947 the Conveyancing Section of. 
the department prepared instruments, deeds and/or 
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leases relative to parcels of real property held by the 
City for public charitable purposes: 


George Robert White Fund. 


The lease of the premises 190-200 Boylston street, 
Boston, was reduced in term from 72 years to 49 years, 
11 months, and assigned from William I. Schell to 
Boyle-White Realty Corp. 

By an order passed in City Council and approved 
by the Temporary Mayor November 12, 1947, 609,840 
square feet of land within Franklin Park were trans- 
ferred to the George Robert White Fund for the estab- 
lishment of a stadium. 

By an order passed in Board on Sale of Land and 
Buildings December 1, 1947, 11,971 square feet of 
land on Blue Hill avenue at Harvard street, Dorchester, 
were transferred to the George Robert White Fund for 
the establishment of a health unit. 


Purchases, Leases of Private Property. 


During the calendar year, this section prepared at 
the request of various departments instruments whereby 
the City acquired interests for public purposes, such as 
leases for public branch libraries, and Transit and 
Health Department purposes. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Conveyancing Section conducted during the 
course of the year 162 title examinations and examined 
numerous deeds, leases, plans, and other instruments 
and conferred with and reported to public officers 
interested therein. } 


2. EMINENT DOMAIN. 


Laying Out and Construction of Public Highways. 


The Conveyancing Section during the year prepared 
instruments in the settlement of 33 petitions for land- 
takings and damages to property resulting from the 
laying out and construction of public highways totaling 
in amount $4,439.16. 
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Off-Street Parking. 

The instruments of taking relative to the taking of 
33 parcels of property for the establishment of off- 
street parking facilities under the provisions of chapter 
474, Acts of 1946, were prepared by this division. 

The following petition for damages was settled by 
the Board of Real Estate Commissioners and the 
papers prepared by this department. 


Location. Owner. Award. 


Sa a Federal street Ledyard Realty Trust $158,000 


Park and Playgrounds. 

Under an order of the Board of Street Commissioners 
passed June 23, 1947, six parcels of land on Tremont 
street, Roxbury, adjacent to the Mission Hill Play- 
ground were taken for recreation-playground purposes. 
Petitions for damages were settled by the Board of 
Street Commissioners and the papers prepared by this 
department. 


Transit Department. 

This division assisted the Transit Department in the 
preparation of instruments of taking of certain parcels 
of property in East Boston for the extension of rapid 
transit facilities and of certain parcels of property on 
State street, Boston, for alterations to the Kast Boston 


Tunnel. 
3. LAND COURT. 
Registration. 

The City of Boston is a party respondent to all peti- 
tions filed with the Land Court for registration of title 
to lands within the territorial limits of the City. Dur- 
ing the year the office appeared in 68 cases in this court 
and examined all petitions and papers filed therewith 
and prepared many answers to said petitions and docu- 
ments and stipulations affecting the land and title 
sought to be registered. 


4. PROBATE. 


During the year 1947 appearances were made in 
numerous cases in the Probate Courts in matters affect- 
ing the City of Boston in its capacity as a public charit-. 
able trustee. All accounts upon which the City or its 
departments or corporations were cited were examined. 
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Boston City Hospital 


Estate of Albert N. Blodgett wie Bs $400 
Boston Public Library 

Estate of Emily L. Ainsley . ; . $26,670 
Boston Park Department 

Estate of Theodore B. Moses ; $4,000 


V. COLLECTIONS. 
1. TAX TITLE DIVISION. 


During the year 1947 the Tax Title Division of the 
Law Department disposed of 665 cases and brought 
into the treasury of the City the sum of $483,684.57. 
The following statistics indicate the volume of work 
handled by the division in 1945, 1946, and 1947: 


ITEM. 1945. 1946. 1947. 
Number of petitions filed in Land Court... 544 552 377 
Number of cases foreclosed in Land Court, 141 377 414 
Number of cases withdrawn from Land 
SOUT GS leis ces ee MeO I 159 323 251 
Total number of cases disposed of in Land 
In ba ha REPRE ae ene ti We ae eee 300 700 665 
Number of cases disposed of without 
DOULMONS octet hoe hte oat edten ie 605 623 576 
Total number of cases disposed of....... 905 W323 1,241 
Number of partial payments............ 1,716 1,282 712 
Assessed value of foreclosed parcels...... $3,771,900 $549,500 $456,500 
Collections on redemptions............. $479,091 68 $763,423 94 $407,104 05 
Collected on partial payments........... 181,225 02 148,700 42 65,198 96 
Taxes collected, not a part of tax title 
account at time of collection.......... 7,402 04 12,243 66 11,381 56 








- $667,718 74 $924,368 02. $483,684 57 














2. MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS. 


All collections made by the department are accounted 
for in the statistics set out below except those specifically 
accounted for elsewhere in this report. The fluctuation 
in the annual collections is accounted for chiefly by the 
inclusion of nonrecurring items in the collections of 
some years. 





1945. 1946. 1947. 
Total collections . : ‘ . $37,613 72 $51,885 45 $186,133 16 
Cases on hand at beginning of 
year. é - : 2,782 2,636 2,572 
New cases received during year . 550 568 fas 
3,332 3,204 3,283 
Claims collected in full . . 287 294 210 
Claims otherwise disposed of . 409 44 116 
— 696 — 632 -— 326 





Pending on December 31, 1947 . 2,636 2,572 2,957 
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3. FORECLOSED REAL ESTATE. 


In January, 1947, an Assistant Corporation Counsel 
was assigned to the Board of Real Estate Commis- 
sioners. His attention was principally directed to the 
collection of rent either by negotiation or by court 
action where the circumstances so warranted such 
action. The detail of the work carried on in this regard 
is as follows: 


Total number of claims handled ; ; 4 | Ueeihe : 350 
Total number of claims pending in court ; ; F : 103 
Total number of executions obtained . F ; 15 
Settlements, dispositions, and instalment payments : : 75 
Small claims ‘ : 150 
Total amount of claims pending, including small claims. $11,924 99 
Total amount of suits pending in court . . $36,771 08 
Amount of moneys received ay the Board of Real Estate 
Commissioners : ; 2 ‘ : ; ‘ : $9,442 91 


VI. WELFARE SUITS. 


Cases pending on January 1, 1947. 3 _ : : f £90 
Cases entered during year: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns . s : : ; , ’ <a 
Involve claims totaling ge onal esl SBR SOG 
Cities and Towns v. Boston. ; : : ; : . ton 
Involve claims totaling ; asus $3,306 92 
Total number of cases entered during year . ; : : . 54 
Cases reinstated in docket . ‘ ; : : : ‘ ; : te 


Total number of cases in docket during year. : , . 145 
Cases disposed of during year: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns. j : : , ; ee 
Involve claims totaling. . , . $2,585 10 
Amount due and received by Boston ‘ : 1,808 92 
Cities and Towns v. Boston. d ; ; , , , 7) ob 
Involve claims totaling ; ooh eps ese $923 43 
Amount due and paid by Boston. 372 72 
Total number of cases disposed of during year . : f Sie te 


Cases pending on December 31, 1947: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns. : : : : ~ : me OA 
Involve claims totaling sant. Sar eee Se G74 10 
Cities and Towns v. Boston. ; ; > ; 18 
Involve claims totaling ; $25, 511 35 
Total number of cases pending on December 3l, 1947, . 128 


There are also pending against the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
seventeen petitions for reimbursement of sums totaling $1,753,876.76. 

Two other petitions were disposed of by a Supreme Court decision in 
favor of the City. These reimbursement claims totaled $188,895.28. 

Also, there are four cases of the Commonwealth against Boston which 
are pending. They involve claims totaling $6,984.57. 

One other case (Commonwealth vs. Boston) was disposed of in 1947. 
Verdict for the plaintiff in sum of $58. 

These Commonwealth cases are not included in any figures shown in 
the report above. 
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VII. HEALTH DEPARTMENT CLEAN-UP 
DRIVE. 


In the early part of 1947 an Assistant Corporation 
Counsel was assigned to the conducting of a “clean-up”’ 
drive. Hundreds of places were complained of as being 
nuisances, and the owners were brought into court and 
prosecuted. In most instances the nuisances complained 
of were abated at the time of disposition by the courts. 
A modern and adequate index card system of owners 
of such property has been set up and the titles to thou- 
sands of parcels of property were run down and exam- 
ined in order to bring the files up to date and to expedite 
the sending out of proper notices to such owners. 


——————— 


CONCLUSION. 


The year 1947 has been, as indicated by the record, 
a period of great activity. We believe our efforts have 
resulted in some measure of success. The reconstruc- 
tion incidental to a postwar period carries with it 
problems that are vexatious and time-consuming. The 
members of the Law Départment have met the situa- 
tion with industry and courage. If our results have 
proven an aid to our fellow citizens and served to pro- 
vide a more active and serviceable administration of 
our city government, we have met the obligations 
imposed upon us. | 

Confident that we have tried to carry out the mandate 
of our electorate, I submit this report, hoping that the 
year that lies ahead will through our efforts give to 
the people of Boston greater benefits and more enduring 
happiness. 

JOSEPH A. SCOLPONETI, 
Corporation Counsel. 


CITY OF BOSTON c&i 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


PARK DEHPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Boston, December 31, 1947. 


Hon. JAMES M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of Boston. 


Dear Srr,—In accordance with section 15 of chapter 
185, Acts of 1875, the Park Commission herewith sub- 


mits is annual report for the year 1947. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN J. MurpuHy, 
Chairman. 
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Expenditures for Maintenance, January 1 to December 31, 1947. 


Parks, GARDENS — SQUARES. 


Algonquin square . . (ezsuiielteciemmmend: . $77 56 
Alice Gallagher bere _ARTOPT AGH SF 9 75 
Aquarium... , shaneeo, SF. | 39,444 19 
Arborway R OF). Ss, 4,900 78 
Arnold Arboretum oo. Ty rede ot 2,416 77 
Backibay Vardi). we eg os 1,838 77 
Belmont square. 4) Sie ; eee 849 81 
Blackstone square : LAT: ‘eee 1,607 65 
Boston Common, Bandstand. mayne. * 1,402 81 
Boston Common, Deer Park . ; : 1,194 35 
Boston Common, Frog Pond . ; , 16 56 
Boston Common, grounds .__. 40,073 00 
Boston Common, Park Street Station. 1,396 30 
Boston Common, West Street Station . . 92 12 
Braddock park , 125 97 
Pena Circles, oo esa) oes yell 249 36 
Bromley park EET OMT Tete 168 62 
Brookline overpass : ; 7 95! 
Camp Meigs . é a ky 251 94 
Dastiosland s.:) -:..... 0%...) el 761 28 
WWOCATIBOQUIAIG: 5) ov.) sh ee ; 232 56 
Gentervale’park® 4). 0) ; 113 05 
Central square ; ; 853 83 
Chester park . Papa i teres 640 77 
Chestnut Hill park’ ©. |. . ER 4,922 76 
Columbia road .. ; 11,528 71 
Columbus Park Stadium ' : 8,557 76 
Columbus square... “re bio te 138 69 
Commonwealth avenue, main ; : : 28,003 92 
Concord! sitiare ' Q'-AsMiQ? AIA E OAS Oye 553 45 
Dorchester park . : . f : ; ; 3,321 03 
Hatoncequare |... > ° 3% Se ae) See 290 70 
Edison green . , : 171 19 
Elm Hill oie Ao Fe . 61 37 
Fens F ; ; : : 21,571 40 
Florida street eitgee 2 ae 161 10 
Fort Hill square. 677 90 
Franklin Park, Administration Building shops, 

Bre es 9,312 16 
Franklin Park, carpenter shop fim ey Bh eeL. 7,637 17 
Franklin Park, Ellicott Cottage Mts ye 100 00 
Franklin Park, PATage «oy: fie”) Cea 19,276 08 
Franklin Park, golf course . . : ; ; 17,255 74 
Franklin Park, Grampian way 2° 32 73 94 40 


Franklin Park, greenhouse. . . . . 44,221 45 
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Franklin Park, grounds 
Franklin Park, paint shop . 
Franklin Park, Refectory Building 
Franklin Park, storehouse 
Franklin Park, yard 
Franklin square 

Fred Olson square 

George Wolf square. 
George Wright Golf Course 
Green and Lamartine streets 
Greenwood square 

Hayes square . 

Heath square 

Highland park 

Hilson square 

Horatio Harris park 

Hyde square . 
Independence park ; 
Irving W. Adams park 
Jamaica Pond Boat Landing 
Jamaicaway . 

John E. Donovan park 
John Harvard Mall 

John J. Welch 

Kane square . 

Kenmore square 

Kittredge square 

Lawton Circle 

Linwood square 

Madison park 

Marine park . 

Mary Cummings Estate 
Massachusetts avenue . 
Maverick square 

McLean park 

Mount Bowdoin green . 
North End park and pier 
Oak square 

Oakview terrace 

Olmsted park 

Orchard park 

Park Drive, Administration Building 
Parks—General 

Paul Revere Mall . 

Peabody square 

Penniman road. 

Preble Street Traffic Circle . 
Prescott square 
Public Garden 
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Putnam square 

Recreation Division 

Richardson square 

Riverway 

Ross Estate 

Rutland square 

Soldiers’ Monument Lot 
Spaulding square . 

Strandway 

Tremlett square 

Turner square 

Union park. 

Vincent Cutillo park 

Walnut park . 

Waltham square 

Warren Statue 

Washington park . 

Webster square 

Wellesley park 

William B. Corbett park 
Winthrop square 

Wolcott square 

Worcester square . 

World War Memorial park . 
Zoological Garden, animal range 
Zoological Garden, antelope house 
Zoological Garden, bear dens 
Zoological Garden, bird house 
Zoological Garden, camel house . 
Zoological Garden, elephant house 
Zoological Garden, general . 
Zoological Garden, lion house 


Total 


PLAYGROUNDS. 


Almont Street Playground . 
American Legion Playground 
Billings Field Playground 
Brookside Avenue Playground 
Carl H. Ahlsen Playground 
Carson Street Playground . 
Ceylon Street Playground . 
Charlesbank Playground . 
Charlestown Heights Playground 
Cherry Street Playground . 
Christopher J. Gibson Playground 
Christopher J. Lee Playground . 


$774,527 


A RES SE 


$4,382 65 
4,172 43 
4,671 88 
1,788 69 

39 05 


46 70° 


1,236 85 
2,306 55 
67 14 
797 28 
3,864 28 
3,333 89 
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Cook Street Playground . . . . . $790 
Copp’s Hill Terrace Playground Wie ae 597 
Everett and Elm Streets Playground strat 21 
Fallon Field Playground itr ; 4,727 
Fellows Street Playground. . . . 471 
Foster Street Playground . ; ; 694 
Francis Parkman Playground . . . | 2,014 
Franklin Field Playground . ; 13,622 
Frederick D. Emmons Playground . : 2,166 
George H. Walker Playground . .  ._ 3,264 
James L. Cronin Playground ; é 2,114 
James F. Healy Playground te ro ts 3,118 
James and Margaret Tobin Playground . 1,666 
Jefferson Playground AS nee PP 3,989 
John J. Connolly Playground .  . ; 3,264 
John J. Doherty Playground ; 2,477 
John F. Holland Playground. ; é‘ 1173 
John W. Murphy Playground . >. | 2,503 
John H. L. Noyes Playground . pile 4,940 
John J. Ryan Playground . ‘ : 6,380 
John Winthrop Playground plas ii ech: weet 866 
Joseph Lee Playground ; 1,448 
Kiley Street Playground... 9,0 7 42 
King Street Playground . . Ah eee cae 116 
L. Gertrude Howes Playground’. Rect 635 
Lester J. Rotch Playground Bh ee caida nhs 2,342 
London Street Playground . at ra 888 
Mary Draper Playground . .. . |. 2,296 
Mary Hannon Playground . , . ; 2,074 
Mary E. Hemenway Playground . . 3,347 
McCarthy Playground fe eM ee 623 
McConnell Park Playground . . |, 2,633 
McKinney Playground Prats LL ae 4,610 
McLaughlin Playground . .  . ; 9 
Mission Hill Playground . ieee 3,040 
Murray Playground ~— . Aa 620 
North End Prada Playground .  . | 2,623 
Parker Hill Playground ee 3,850 
Phillips Street Playground . ; 305 
Portsmouth Street Playground... 548 
Readville Playground . Rak 2,605 
Rev. Father Buckley Playground . |” 141 
Ripley Playground «iio Pen : 36 
Rogers Park Playground . . . ... 5,532 
Ronan Park Playground . . . . . 4,560 
Smith’s Pond Playground . . . . 3,654 
Snow Hill Street Playground . . |. 581 
Stanley A. Ringer Playground . . |, 3,703 


Thomas J. Roberts Playground . iy aes ; 3,694 


40 
76 
57 
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Troy Street Playground 

Tyler Street Playground 
Webster Street Playground 
Wesley G. Ross Playground 
William Amerena Playground 
William J. Barry Playground 
William E. Carter Playground 
William Eustis Playground 
William E. Garvey Playground . 
William F. Smith Playground 
Winthrop Street Playground 


Total 


GYMNASIA. 


Cabot Street Gymnasium 
Columbia Road Gymnasium 
Curtis Hall Gymnasium 

Hyde Park Gymnasium 

John J. Williams Gymnasium 
Lexington Street Gymnasium 
North Bennet Street Gymnasium 
Paris Street Gymnasium ; 
Roslindale Gymnasium 

Tyler Street Gymnasium 

Vine Street Gymnasium 


Total 


Batus AND BEACHES. 


Broadway Municipal ptr 
Charlesbank . 

Columbus Park Beach . 

Dewey Beach 

Dover Street Bath “House and Laundry 
Head House, Marine Park . 

L Street Bath House and Beach 

North End Park Beach and Bath 
Savin Hill Beach . ; 

Tenean Beach 

World War Memorial Park Beach 
Repair Room, Sewing Room and Stock Room, 
Miscellaneous ; 


Total 


$1,314 
116 

9 
3,047 
1,927 
3,048 
3.774 
2.472 
3.277 
4.873 
253 


$168,835 


82 
28 
75 
03 
22 
48 
63 
93 
28 
00 
44 


80 


RS ES TT 


$30,887 
9301 
12,655 
8.635 
14,299 
8.703 
31,075 
27,959 
9502 
7,342 
17,270 


$15,668 
5,692 
15,796 
465 
78,173 
11,052 
68,318 
16,410 
3,021 
6,962 
2.919 
46,439 


1,540 


$272,460 


Crs 
43 
87 
95 
75 
12 
41 
88 
23 
95 
21 


85 
02 


17 


————  ______—. 
a a a 


$177,634 57 
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GENERAL EXPENSE. 


Central Office — Administration 
Stables 

Street trees 

Miscellaneous : 

Pensions and annuities : 
Automobiles, tractors, wagons, ete. 


Total 


RECAPITULATION. 
Parks and gardens 
Playgrounds 
Gymnasia aber: 
Baths and beaches 
General expense 


Total 


$73,393 77 

6,861 15 
55,459 58 
67,592 56 
13,234 41 
72,324 42 


$288,865 89 


‘SUNT He 


$774,527 70° 
168,835 80 
177,634 57 
272,460 17 
288,865 89 





$1,682,324 13 
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Expenditures of Loan, Revenue, Special Appropriations and Trust 
Funds, January 1, 1947, to December 31, 1947. 


RECREATION. 


Common and Parks in existence on January 12, 1887, Main- 


tenance and Improvement of Reed ey eee $198,321 85 
Construction of buildings, acquisition of land, etc., Non- 
revenue : ; : ; ; pha. ; ’ ; 24,040 80 
Construction of buildings, acquisition of land, etc., Revenue, 23,931 57 
Contingent Fund, Temporary War Memorial ‘ : 1,659 03 
Contingent Fund, Band Concerts. : 1,600 00 
Department Equipment Loan, Motor Vehicle Machinery, 
Non-revenue : } : ; E ‘ : P 23,963 14 
Mary P. C. Cummings Trust Fund, income 3,121.78 
Park Department, South End District 30,272 75 
Park, Playground Improvements, etc., Revenue 151,228 48 
Randidge Trust Fund, income ; : , 455 00 
Reconstruction, Repair, Parkways, Roadways 125,030 03 
Rehabilitation of the Franklin Park Zoo . 16,768 44 
Total $600,392 85 


CASH RECEIPTS. 


For Twelve Months Ending December 31, 1947. 


Park DIvIsION. 


Franklin Park Golf Course $16,721 50 
George Wright Golf Course 25,042 50 
Permits for openings, signs, etc . 1,275 00 
Use of equipment, labor, etc ; ; ; 270 00 
Commission on receipts from public telephones 

in Park Department buildings , 112 93 
Sale of excavated material . ; 360 78 
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Refunds . , ; : ‘ ; . $18 69 
Settlement of claims. . i F aes 339 22 
Towels, soap, etc., in playground houses . 4 2,046 17 
Rentals from concessions on parks and beaches 13,266 90 
Moth suppression : ‘ E ; : 383 00 
United States Government, for restoration of 

World War Memorial Park . ; . 31,790 00 


Sales of city property: 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, land in 


East Boston district. ; . 78,500 00 
Cleveland Circle area. } ; 33,014 00 
Commercial Street area . ; : 5,000 00 
Franklin Park area Stadium-site . ; 20,000 00 
Conscience Fund . ; ; 1 00 
Boston Common Tree Fund, income. : 133 08 
Mary P. C. Cummings Estate, income. : 5,962 11 
———— $234,236 88 
BaTHs. 
Towels, soap, etc.,in bath houses. . . ~- $31,384 91 31,384 91 
$265,621 79 
WRN A PS EEL 
Above receipts were credited as follows: 
General Revenue . ; : : } . $91,221 60 
Trust Funds, income . ; , ; 6,095 19 
Conscience Fund . . : ‘ 1 00 
Suspense Account ; 31,790 00 
Sales of city property . , ; . 136,514 00 
————— $265,621 79 


FRANKLIN PARK GOLF COURSE. 
Opening Date — April 16. Closing Date — N ovember 30, 1947. 
Registered attendance, 24,292. 


Annual permits issued, 554 at $15. $8,310 00 
Daily permits issued, 7,418 at $1 Anta & fae ' 7,418 00 
Twilight permits issued, 1,832 at 50 cents 916 00 
Professional’s concession . . - =~ «| 5 00 
Deposits on locker keys and towels not returned 72 50 

Total ' \ $16,721 50 


GEORGE WricHut GOLF COURSE. 


Opening Date — April 11. Closing Date — December 6, 1947. 
Registered attendance, 34,817. 





Annual permits issued, 540 at $25; ; $13,500 00 
Daily permits issued, 3,608 at $2 if ee 7,216 00 
Daily permits issued, 4,295 at $1 Pm) aml 4,295 00 
Daily permits issued, 42 at 75 cents . seats 31 50 

Total wea. 


—_—_________._[ 








PARK DEPARTMENT. 
Skating Attendance for Season 1947. 


Name of Playground. 
Almont Street Playground . 
Amerena Playground ; 
American Legion Playground 
Billings Field Playground 
Brookside Avenue Playground 
Carter Playground 
Chandler Pond Playground 
Charlestown Playground 
Columbus Park Playground 


Cronin Playground 5 ie ie 


Doherty and Gibson Playgrounds 
Dorchester Park Playground 

Draper Playground ; 

Eustis Playground 

Fallon Field Playground 

Franklin Field Playground . 

Garvey Playground ; 
Hemenway Playground 

Jamaica Pond 
Jefterson Playground: .-.. .. .. 
Lee, Joseph, Playground (Back Bay) 
wourph ye Playsrounds2ee fi jN Cee sant, 
McConnell Park Playground © . 
McKinney Playground 
Noyes Playground 

Parkman Playground 

Public Garden Ae: 

Rogers Park Playground © 
Roberts, Thomas J., Playground 
Rotch Playground va Se 
Ringer Playground 

Smith’s Pond Playground .. 
Smith’s Playground (Brighton) . 
Wood Avenue Playground . 


Total 


General Attendance for Season 1947. 


Name of Playground. 
Ahlsen Playground 
Almont Street Playground . 
Amerena Playground 
American Legion Playground 
Billings Field Playground 
Boston Common Playstead 
Brookside Avenue Playground 


Approximate 
Attendance. 


3,300 
5,000 
3,500 
12,500 
1,500 
9.000 
15,000 
9,000 
20,250 
5,000 
10,000 
6,000 
2.500 
5,000 
15,000 
95,000 
65,500 
7,500 
50,000 
15,000 
15,000 
10,000 
22,500 
7,500 








Approximate 
Attendance. 


66,000 
55,000 
49 500 
66,000 
175,000 
330,000 
33,000 
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Name of Playground. 
Carter Playground 
Ceylon Street Playground . 
Charlesbank Playground 
Charlestown Heights Playground 
Charlestown Playground 
Cherry Street Playground . 
Chestnut Hill Playground .  .  . .- 
Columbus Park Playground and Stadium 
Connolly Playground he a 
Cronin Playground aad. 
Dorchester Park Playground 
Draper Playground . - - 
Doherty and Gibson Playgrounds 
Eustis Playground : . : 
Emmons Playground 
Fallon Field Playground 
Franklin Field Playground . 
Garvey Playground .. 
Healy Playground 
Hemenway Playground 
Holland Playground 
Jefferson Playground 


Lee, Christopher, Playground (South Boston) 


Lee, Joseph, Playground (Back Bay) 
Murphy Playground 
McConnell Park Playground 
McKinney Playground 

Mead Street Playground 
Mission Hill Playground. 
North End Park Playground 
Noyes Playground : : 
Parker Hill Playground 
Parkman Playground .. 
Portmouth Street Playgroun 
Prince Street Playground 
Readville Playground . 

Ringer Playground 

Ripley Playground 

Roberts Playground 

Rogers Park Playground 

Ronan Park Playground 

Rotch Playground : , ; 
Smith, William E., Playground . 
Smith’s Pond Playground : 
Snow Hill Street Playground 
Sweeney Playground . 
Tyler Street Playground 

Walker Playground 


Approximate 
Attendance. 


150,000 
44,000 
110,000 
16,500 
110,000 
11,000 
181,500 
319,000 
165,000 
66,000 
110,000 
44,000 
231,000 
129,800 
16,500 
258,500 
643,500 
209,000 
258,500 
66,000 


44,000 


165,000 
145,200 
239,800 
120,000 
151,800 
90,200 
24,200 
110,000 
147,400 
101,200 
51,200 
46,200 
48,400 
38,500 
77,000 
85,800 
22.000 
151,800 
167,200 
197,100 


93,500 


189,200 
90,000 
55,000 
27,500 
11,000 

150,000 


ParRK DEPARTMENT. 


Name of Playground. 


West Third Street Playground (Fr. Buckley) 


Winthrop, John, Playground 
Wood Avenue Playground 
World War Memorial Park 


Total 


Il 


Approximate 
Attendance. 


22.000 
44,000 
68,200 
77,000 





7,257,800 


PRESTR MOE ET Ti 





Gymnasia, Class and Individual Attendance, 1947. 


——_.—————————————— 


GYMNASIUM. | Men. 














Sas ed Lb DR a 


Boys. |Women.| Girls. Total. 
2,534 693 2,152 6,661 
4,180 2,349 1,584 9,360 
2,910 2,277 3,295 9,799 
6,838 1,138 5,955 15,461 
7,594 2,233 6,717 18,729 
6,087 808 3,964 13,162 
8,806 2,455 5,853 21,741 
7,928 3,817 5,761 20,824 
8,861 3,258 8,476 27,970 

11,121 0 8,034 23,407 

12,910 5,835 8,973 32,608 

79,769 | 24,863 | 60,764 199,722 


Vahoe Since pts... 20h... ee. 1,282 
Colimbia Road. aos. 3. bese. 1,247 
Pais Helleols . 3 es Oke... 1,317 
Hyer Park ate eh. SCP es Co) pee On 1,530 
John J. Williams Building........... 2,185 
Lexucton Streets... L008. )-de ta 2,303 
North Bennet Street?............... 4,627 
BANE DRONE crcaltoe taka. rck os Ak: 3,318 
LES eae een Gans 7,375 
met PaTeeto st oxiols Py, bie 4,252 
UDR IGE yee cect uiel lt 4,890 
AT DAS ete eee eee Oe ae 34,326 


—V—s——————————aS 
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Shower Baths, Attendance, 1947. 


eee 66060—qQqQqG Pe. Dee 

















BuILDING. | Men. Boys. | Women.| Girls. | Total. 
Wb 
BrightOn 06. Fs knw ve Vee ek Sled ese ove 10,079 5,821 357 726 16,983 
BrOAG WEY Gs eects sR alk ons © pieinieis le 61,045 | 12,210 | 27,215 9,635 110,105 
ADOGITOCUs wteh nie scious sar vie es wise ale 15,760 7,575 2,618 1,520 27,465 
GolumbiasRoad.........2cceeeceees 7,550 2,100 250 575 10,475 
Crrtin Glen qk me aiees Hale be 219 wie ote 53,249 9,843 2,890 1,982 67,964 
Mover Htrectass wie ee wb 6 se os = ee 58,300 1,555 5,297 1,615 66,767 
Fy de Parks 05s. see vir a siens te trees 13,070 5,560 710 925 20,265 
Toh al. WAUIAINS 2 bce o lo ey sles sare 100,200 6,885 | 18,515 4,425 130,025 
Lexington Street. ......-..-2-+seees 20,500 | 18,900 6,900 8,800 55,100 
North Bennet Street .........--..-- 105,196 | 49,409 | 43,719 | 18,778 217,102 
Paris Streetede «i... RUE oe st sees. 140,950 | 16,865 | 23,925 6,090 ° 187,830 
Roslindale: Poe, tbe o.cu- ele aia tiene 20,140 8,320 2,250 2,103 32,813 
Tyler Street. .......---cee eee eeees 31,650 | 22,925 5,325 4,275 64,175 
ana Wtreeh id ted «ec eins mien 89,045 | 31,420] 15,475 | 18,900 154,840 
Ti Street Bathe ..o4g:iis o> -. sik. - 243,842 | 42,860 | 40,013 | 62,200 388,915 ' 
L Street Solarium.............2050: 193054/1\; Mon, e 1,438 dantse, ta 12,692 

Totes tock kale saat att apts eee atte arate 981,830 | 242,248 | 196,889 | 142,549 | 1,563,516 


ee —————————_—__ EEE 


Beaches and Swimming Pools, Attendance, 1947. 


ee —————oooeeeoeaeaeaeeeaeaeaeeeeeeeees=$ $9a9mamanmj)U”\»\_<wOo—0omn[?> 











| Men. Boys. | Women.| Girls. | Total. 
a 
Cabot Street Pool...........-2e.ee0- 1,261 2,453 250 2,813 6,777 
Crbtin Hall Pool aches cys. eed se 1,620 6,549 1,562 2,397 12,128 
Columbus Park Beach............... 185,525 | 205,450 | 179,250 | 197,300 767,525 
Head House Beach.............+..+. 226,600 | 140,200 } 110,350 | 109,025 586,175 
North End Park Beach.............. 84,300 | 124,950 | 53,250 | 66,900 329,400 
Tenean Bese ie ss oie tae ae cs caw eee 11,055 | 25,710 | 14,805 | 24,202 75,772 
World War Memorial Park Beach....| 5,578 7,906 4,615 | 6,555 24,654 
T, Berest BORG. 5 ones ec ce i nang eee 199,826 | 42,860 | 35,710 | 62,055 340,451 





J ee aS ee eee 715,765 | 556,078 | 399,792 | 471,247 | 2,142,882 ° 





PARK DEPARTMENT STATISTICS TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1947. 
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PARK DEPARTMENT — CEMETERY DIVISION. 


The following annual report is presented for the 
Cemetery Division from J anuary 1, 1947, to December 
31, 1947: 


DEPARTMENT CEMETERIES. 


The burying grounds, cemeteries and tombs which 
are owned by and in charge of the City of Boston are as 
follows, with a total area of about 7,040,708 square feet: 


Square Estab- 


Feet. lished, 
Bennington Street, East Boston . , . 157,500 1838 
Rainsford Island . . . 43,560 
Bunker Hill, Charlestown . . . , . 48,202 1807 
Phipps Street, Charlestown . : . 76,740 1630 
Copp’s Hill, Hull street, City ; . 89,015 1659 
King’s Chapel, Tremont street, City. . . 19344 1680 | 
Granary, Tremont street, City . ; ‘jo a2, 008 ae cee 
Central, Common, City . 60,693 1756 
South End South, Washington street, City . 64,670 1810 
Hawes, Emerson street, South Boston ~. 11,232 1816 
Union, East Fifth street, South Boston ._ . 5,470 1841 
North, Uphams Corner, Dorchester .  .__— 142,587 1633 
Eliot, Eustis street, Roxbury : . 34,830 1630 
South, Dorchester avenue, Dorchester . 95,462 1814 
Westerly, Centre street, West Roxbury. . 39,450 1683 
Walter Street, West Roxbury 35,100 1711 


Evergreen, Commonwealth avenue, Brighton 604,520 1848 
Market Street, Brighton 0 Pe onl Se SS 
Mount Hope, Walk Hill street, 125 acres and 14,330 

square feet ; 1851 
Fairview, Fairview avenue, Hyde Park, about 50 acres, 1892 


Ciry Tomes. 


Twenty-five in the South Ground; six in Phipps Street 
Ground, Charlestown; one tomb for infants in South Ground; 
one tomb for infants and one for adults in Copp’s Hill Ground; 
one for adults and one for infants in the Granary Ground; 
one for infants in King’s Chapel Ground; one for infants in 
the Central Ground; two receiving tombs in East Boston; 
one receiving tomb in Dorchester North; one receiving tomb 
in Dorchester South; one receiving tomb in Evergreen Ceme- 
tery, Brighton; one receiving tomb in Mount Hope Cemetery, 
and one receiving tomb in Fairview Cemetery, Hyde Park. 
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Cemetery Division Receipts, January | to December 31, 1947. 














Cemeteries. nue "Care iep 
eceipts. Care. 
INLGREIR ELODS . < 57 citeeae sae a 8 is Bs oh $73,251 35 $18,252 50 $17,303 92 
BRIE VIOW W8G sek oe hoe totes oie tee cs 16,013 84 5,650 00 4,135 24 
TOV ELETOOIMK, Give cake SHES o]s. «= fivte @< KEM ns 14,593 20 14,020 00 §,331 49 
TIGR CHOBLOL INOS Ug «als. sakes sin. 0 4s m<,cMn b PA yg ee Re” aS 391 11 
DPIGrovieeter OOuUth fb os. 264s oo se dase eo hy hate eth pede 136 40 
| vg 1G 442 a es Resear Paes Pots Vie hace t 7 ada 81 25 
SUMAN SPP ES Rie S thos chien Lin Gea <b s, Co PR at Opus oe Wants! x og wa ONS RTs oes 81 25 
BN on SNE is Aes ae oe alse MNO halts «|b oe) AE re hes 5 Rae 175 88 
Copp’s Hill......... AM pL tee: ak tee DP, A per Ray eee 81 25 
| RN TTR OLE GW Ps hk se Ao 9% Sse wes Melee ols qed s dae iow Ps cos 5 92 
) King’s Chapel.......... Bie Ot eae ee EAN oh Ae a Deal | de beeey treba Capea 81 25 
SIERO SLED he wi t's: & os bs ee FPP | at 1 ee ga) See 80 
PenhinrtOmeleeue =<: 2b aad. ste LEROOT eee tet tt cc esi cela Siete 
OUP aM Cie t dnt tk cde cates: a $104,244 39 $37,922 50 $27,805 76 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Total: General Fund, December 31, 1946.............. $2,593,889 67 
Feet (eaeeal Revaioay (Ee eel TON AN eos ous 20 
Discounts on Securities Purchased.............. 10,972 76 





> 


Total: 
Total: 


Payments from Fund During 1947: - 
To Cemetery Maintenance and Improvement.. up sceoat 00 


TE ECT CLE ee te ee re ee Ne cu dor herons 5 00 
Premiums and Accrued Interest.............- 2,601 63 
General Fund, December 381, 1947...........-+e-eceee Ans gage 8 
Perpetual Care Funds, December 31, 1947...........--+++e0e> 


vl Prietor ey) b UNOS fp saks ao hace Fk te eo eee rises ee Ree 


$2,796,040 38 


62,806 63 


$2,733,233 75 
852,484 12 


$3,585,717 87 
RRA NESEY 
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Summary Statement of Cemetery Activities, January | to 
December 31, 1947. 





. os 3) i) 
4 ' e 3 a a n z 

g 13] 85/88] 0} O;8 Jay 
CEMETERIES, I ooh eo gtd bal See GLa 3| 8&a]s | ga 

I 9 2 | eS | 28 | eZ] 22/88/28] os 

gi 2 © a2 oF |magi ogi ca Me = 

5 > 3 > Glee] es] §€8/] 08 

S12) e/a] 8 | #4] ea] 30 | Sa, | 66 

= g we o 3 = ° e a 

a 4 o) 4] 5 4 o = = > 


Mount Hope......... 1,544 | 217 | 483 | 7,465 | 2,073 |.....]..... 312 11 3 
Fairview. tha esac ee 288 he 120 177900 Til A 2zal sete ee 111 Oi hak sta 
Bvergreenee . Saoe 175 45 71 880 | 2,324 5 1 94 ye ee 
Dorchester North..... LO". Ser lew oes LOGIE aoe WSS Oe rm cyrac <o 
Dorchester South..... ees a ae SLs ish «Ss he oe ieee ee 
Centrale einen. 2 |< chinis| oe a a fe ody op cle wee bet ac he ogee eee ene 
Bennington Street. ... Ut Paseo RECN Pee | PRM Ped ed EM me 
PRE Mtbeet cette, beat ol ee lk Lib Peaieare Pers a> ohare rece ke oe ee 
BunkervHuly 6203s oa VS Irae © ol Bea ee een er ae ee 
Weeretivec ensues cd Hs Pe ete d ee eee tt Cores eens eek Se ete SEAR sy 








—e——F On  — — —  — ee | | 


Totals «ogy sus] 2,025 19276 | 674.| 9.416 5,524 5 1 | 518 18 3 


NB a 
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Cemetery Division, Expenditures for Maintenance, Year Ending 
December 31, 1947. 





Office. Lu A a) Soa ee $15,413 16 
Park Department . é: ’ 17 52 
Mount Hope . : ec es (1% 81,741 98 
Fairview . ' 12,383 50 
Evergreen : ; 15,567 66 
Dorchester North . ; ! 1,351 52 
Dorchester South . : 571 48 
Bennington Street . 999 30 
Bunker Hill . 397 29 
Copp’s Hill. ; eae Me Aas ; 505 48 
Eliot +5 Ae EP og BO, Hide > hee 1,501 73 
Granary . rma! : 458 66 
King’s Chapel. : cane , : 323 00 
Phipps Street tat Ge mie But, Pace 610 72 
South End South . : sae tes 517 57 
Westerly . : Ae 96 22 
Hawes... 12 92 
Union. . ; } 12 92 
ESTE rice Uns Litt Nt gia al a ital hile ae a nee lala ; 37 92 

$132,580 55 





Cemetery Division, Maintenance and Improvement, Year Ending 
December 31, 1947. 





NOU LOD Ti eG, (ho) Eero es $34,012 49 
Fairview . : é 9,016 60 
Evergreen bin sea: : 5,603 42 
Dorchester North. . ' , 1,454 50 
Dorchester South . An: ; 1,434 12 
SER GN Gren eel ee Pa ly 1,279 08 
Bunker Hill . : : : : ’ 562 02 
Copp’s Hill. ; Me Di ate hed in 1,569 78 
Eliot Seraph tae has ae 600 78 
Granary . : ; ; ; : 1,279 08 
King’s Chapel : ; - 1,312 88 
Phipps Street . 736 44 
South End South . ; dv?) Fouk we kaaaeee 600 78 
Westerly... ee ee") 176 69 
PATEr el Oh eee yn a aaah 220 68 
Hawes. 70 33 
Union. : ; : 70 33 

$60,000 00 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


PRINTING DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Boston, January 2, 1948. 


Hon. JAmes M. Curtey, | 

Mayor of Boston. 
_ DEAR Srr,— In accordance with the requirements of 
chapter 3, section 24, Revised Ordinances, I have the 
honor to submit herewith a detailed report of the busi- 
ness of the Printing Department for the year ending 
December 31, 1947. 

The department accounts have been audited by 
Anthony F. Kearney, certified public accountant, 
assigned by the City Auditor. The accompanying 
schedules show the exact amount of purchases by the 
various city departments for printing, stationery and 
postage. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN J. Twomey, 
Superintendent of Printing. 
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BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1947 


ASSETS 
Current 


1. Cash in bank 3 
2. Accounts receivable 


Inventories 


Stock 

Metal ‘ 

Printing ink 

Stationery 

Postage 

Work in process . 

Departmental finished work on hand 


oo cd ei 


Total current assets . 


10. Land (cost) 


11. Building (cost) . $270,821 52 
Less: Reserve for depreciation 114,393 31 
12. Plant and equipment (cost) $184,528 95 
Less: Reserve for depreciation 175,762 30 
13. Auto truck (cost) : $3,084 08 
Less: Reserve for depreciation 759 85 
Total fixed assets 
Total assets 
CAPITAL 


14. Balance, January 1, 1947. 


Add: Amount transferred from Fire Department 


Less: Loss for the year ended December 31, 1947 


Total capital © 


$4 26 
123,537 27 


19,558 26 
13,588 70 
115 37 
21,654 99 
394 06 
12,337 25 
411 60 


$137,800 00 
156,428 21 
8,766 65 


2,324 23 


$510,919 57 
4,891 75 


$515,811 32 
18,890 47 


$191,601 76 


305,319 09 


$496,920 85 





$496,920 85 





PRINTING DEPARTMENT. 


PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


DECEMBER 31, 1947. 


Printing Stationery 
Sales : ; : : . $510,979 56 $62,224 08 
Deduct: Cost of goods sold . 501,045 35 53,618 35 
Gross profit on sales . : 5 $9,934 21 $8,605 73 
Add: Operating expenses 
Salaries 
Superintendent . : ; ‘ : : $7,500 17 
Office. Bevis iver & 13,057 18 
Shipping and delivery i ; ‘ : 7,062 58 
Pensions 


Light, heat, and power (15%) 
Depreciation—Building ( haa 

Cleaning ; 

Telephone 

Printing used 

General expense : 
Depreciation of office equipment ; 
Auditing : ’ ; . 

Postage used 

Stationery used 

Truck expense . : 
Abatements—stationery : , , 
Abatements—printing . . c a We 
Abatements—postage 

Workmen’s compensation 


Total operating expenses 
Net loss from operations 


Deduct: Other income 
Discounts on purchases . 





Net profit or loss 


Postage 


Total 


$73,421 11 $646,624 75 


73,421 11 


——————E 


$27,619 93 
5,134 64 
827 69 
1,059 59 
916 92 
652 07 
219 49 
441 90 
200 15 
500 00 
190 96 


628,084 81 


$18,539 94 


39,184 87 
$20,644 93 

1,754 46 
$18,890 47 
RES ES 
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SCHEDULE OF COST OF GOODS SOLD—PRINTING FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947 
Materials used 


Inventories, vege 1, 1947 
Stock . ot Serie le SUSE 26 








RIGtai AS greta) ust Seeyeo eS 11,561 32 
PW LK ete. 7, Sane eee 111 03 
Lota, eee ere | ee cena 
Purchases 
DUOC ae cr als: oly Aa eh ORe eras CL ere Geel 
Metal . ook : ; ee : 1,979 49 
Printing inka. ye. aE © 438 22 
SLOUSie ens ‘ s : 7 : 7 E , : 95,033 38 
Total available . «et es ol | PSE 655008 
Less: ae December 31, 1947 
Stock ; ». « $19,558 26° 
Metal 5 ca aaa ier ee or ome’: 8 fe 13,588 70 
Printing nike. | ey ete) | eee 115537 
Total . 4) See ; : : 2 : G 33,262 33 
Total materials used AP) AOU Se hpi Pa Oe é : - . $91,423 66 


Direct labor Fo 1 wk |) ee ce ww me cn 
Manufacturing expenses 
Ruling and binding err rari 


Indirect labor . : : Z : ' : F ; . 24,620 69 
Outside printing . Ameer fate ye \ 32,392 88 
Light, heat, and power (85%) Saha) oi) bagel ene ae 4,690 24 
Depreciation ——-bullding (859,). . 7). ene 6,004 35 
Depreciation — machinery . i e : : ‘ 1,628 14 
Casting and keyboard expense. ‘ f : : ; 4,366 46 
Electros, cuts, and engraving I MR a eA ht Ce 3,478 13 
Building expense. : Py : : : : : 1,375 37 
Pressroom expense . : : : ; é : : : 900 14 
Composing room expense. ; : : ; é - 418 07 
Cutting roomexpense . . . . Be its! : 189 71 
Total manufacturing expenses . . . . . . +. ~~. 109,979 61 
Cost of goods put into process... -° « « .¢! . 500; 7EaE 
Add: Difference of inventories of work in process. 
Paniterved ys LOST ee ee ee ee ee 
December 31, 1947 <) + oP ape fel hea, cee 12,337 25 317 21 
Cost of goods manufactured and sold . . . . . . =. «. $501,045 35 





SCHEDULE OF COST OF GOODS SOLD — MISCELLANEOUS, FOR YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947 


Stationery Postage 

Inventory, January-1,°1947 .° .. gy 7% : : . $16,901 41 $452 10 
Add: Purchases . ; A ; : - : : ‘ 58,371 93 73,363 07 
Pot. Saree, - « $75,273 34 $73,815 17 
Less: Inventory, December 31, "1947 out Mae teekes ro P 21,654 99 394 06 
Cost of goods sold— miscellaneous . . . . . $53,618 35 $73,421 11 


ese 








PRINTING DEPARTMENT. 


ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE DECEMBER 31, 1947 


Art Department... 
Assessing Department 
Auditing Department 
Boston Retirement Board . 
Boston Traffic Commission 
Budget Department 
Building Department 
Board of Appeal 
Board of Examiners : 
Board of Zoning Adjustment, 
City Clerk Department 
City Council. : : 
City Council Proceedings : 
City Documents . : 
City Planning Board . 
City Record 
Collecting Department 
Water Division 
Election Department . 
Finance Commission . 
Fire Department 
Electrical Inspection Division, 
Health Department ; 
Hospital Department 
Sanatorium Division 
Institutions Department: 
Central Office . ; : 
Child Welfare Division . 
Long Island Hospital 
Steamer ‘‘O’Meara”’ 
Law Department : 
Library Department . 
Licensing Board . 
Mayor’s Office. 
Graves Registration Com- 
mittee . 
Municipal Employment Bu- 
reau 
Public Celebrations | 
Rent and Housing Committee, 
Park Department , . 
Cemetery Division . 
Police Department. 
Public Buildings Department 
Market Division . 
Public Welfare Department 
Public Works Department: 
Central Office . é 
Bridge Service . 
Ferry Service . 
Lighting Service 
Paving Service 
Sanitary Service 
Sewer Service . 
Water Service . 2 
Sumner Traffic Tunnel . 


Carried forward 


Total 


$7 30 
2,726 12 
964 28 


8 31 
4,275 37 


117 23 
495 23 
99 89 
25 64 
267 29 
362 62 
544 42 
1,267 14 
515 85 


Printing 
$7 30 
1,695 55 


1,180 05 


64 30 
395 00 
59 30 
19 60 
183 95 
142 45 
304 75 
975 35 
475 70 


Stationery 


$89,388 80 $73,403 74 $10,350 86 


Postage 


$973 94 


75 06 
244 80 


131 48 


$5,634 20 


6 City DocumEntT No. 21. 
Total Printing 
Brought forward $89,388 80 $73,403 74 
Real Estate Commission 274 73 197 85 
Registry Department 5,057 85 4,533 00 
School Department 11,460 74 9,940 38 
Physical Education j ; 229 50 214 50 
School Buildings Department . 1,454 63 1,289 85 
Statistics Department : 15 75 15 7 
Street Laying-Out Department, 509 07 361 35 
Supply Department f 97 83 28 60 
Transit Department 561 18 485 50 
Treasury, Department 2,036 37 1,879 05 
Veterans’ Services Department, 541 17 195 26 
Weights and Measures isc 
ment 168 13 128 15 
County of Suffolk: 
Miscellaneous Expenses 513 29 404 24 
Buildings Department 93 06 32 35 
Court House Custodian 81 98 2 65 
Index Commissioners 4 90 4 90 
etl wae ; 14 08 14 08 
Boston Juvenile Court . 297 09 218 75 
Medical Examiner — North- 
ern District 6 00 6 00 
Associate Medical Examiner 
— Southern District 15 70 15 70 
Municipal Court, Boston 154 20 31 20 
Brighton Court ~ : 646 06 444 50 
Charlestown Court . 789 08 633 10 
Chelsea Court . 652 88 594 55 
Dorchester Court 243 55 228 55 
East Boston Court . 650 31 454 50 
Roxbury Court 1 75 1°75 
South Boston Court 102 09 58 50 
West Roxbury Court. 117 58 1 75 
Penal Institutions Depart- 
ment: 
Office Expenses 71 33 27 20 
House of Correction 582 49 395 50 
Probate Court . 80 80 
Superior Criminal Court 541 80 188 00 
Superior Civil Court 45 00 — 
Supreme Judicial Court 19 60 9 60 
Miscellaneous: 
George R. White Fund... 75 73 72 43 
Franklin Technical Institute, 5 00 5 00 
Kenneth Blennerhassett 3 00 3 00 
Boston Firemen’s Post, 

PEO aby ed en : 5 90 5 90 
Councilor Coffey 2 65 2 65 
Councilor Englert 13 50 13 50 
Councilor Feeney 11 15 11 15 
Councilor Fish . 12 50 12 50 
Councilor Galvin 26 00 26 00 
CouncilorGoode . 43 75 43 75 
Councilor Gottlieb . 35 75 35 75 
Councilor Hurley 25 00 25 00 
Councilor Hutchinson 21 50 21 50 
John E. Kerrigan 45 00 45 00 

Carried forward . $117,766 80 $96,764 28 





Stationery 
$10,350 86 
61 88 

160 05 


65 50 


87 72 
42 23 
75 68 
102 32 
145 03 


39 98 


11 55 
60 71 
70 33 


32 36 


Ww 
L1s 


pated 241-74 


$11,651 78 


Postage 
$5,634 20 
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Total Printing Stationery Postage 
Brought forward . . . $117,766 80 $96,764 28 $11,651 78 $9,350 74 
Miscellaneous: 
Michael L. Kinsella : ‘ 58 00 58 00 = — 
Town of Lexington : . 12 50 12 50 — — 
Councilor Lyons . .. 11 25 Le 25 — = 
John J. McGrath . : : 40 00 40 00 = — 
Frank J. Murray ... F 3 50 3 50 — — 
Councilor Russo . : : 8 00 8 00 — a 
Councilor Scannell . : 19 50 19 50 oe — 
Tobin Campaign Committee, 22 50 22 50 — — 
Councilor Ward ; f F 37 50 37 50 = — 
Councilor Wickes . : : 57 20 57 20 —- — 
Maurice J. Tobin : ; 4 50 4 50 — a 
Airways Publishing Company ; Bled Hieis —- oo 
Edith Dooley ; ; 24 50 24 50 — — 
Mrs. C. H. DeBartolo : : 60 60 a oa 
Thomas I. McCormack . 18 50 18. 0U;) — == 
Massachusetts Federation Plan- 
ing Boards : é ; , 10 50 10 50 — — 
Edward C. Madden . f : 47 00 47 00 — —— 
English High School... 840 00 840 00 — — 
American Automobile Associa- 
tion ; 4 - } : 40 00 40 00 — — 
Samuel Tarle betas foe : . PAM GA) 21 85 —- oo 
David Kaplan _. - : - 6 25 6 25 — = 
First National Bank . : : 1,665 43 1,665 43 _ — 
$120,767 59 $99,765 07 $11,651 78 $9,350 74 
———— —_— ———— 
Steam Sales: , 
Police Department . : - $2,405 20 
Sumner Traffic Tunnel ; , 364 48 


Total Accounts Receivable, $123,537 27 
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SCHEDULE OF INVENTORIES, 


Stock . 
Finished forms 


Work in process . 

Metal 
Book room (51,348 pounds at $.1275) 
Casting room (10, 518 pounds at $.1275)_.. 
Job composing room (24,950 pounds at $. 1275) 
Linotype room (19,767 pounds at $.1275) . 


Ink : 
Stationery 
Postage 


DECEMBER 31, 1947 


5,940 
9,670 
25 
50 
20 
50 
1,707 
500 


le stamps . 

3c stamps . 

5c stamps . 
10c stamps . 
10¢ special delivery stamps 

5c air mail stamps 

1c postal cards . ; 
No. 5 envelopes . Z 2 “ 





Total Inventory, December 31,1947  . . ae te 
Finished forms—departmental (See page 2) . 


SCHEDULE OF INVENTORIES, 
FrInisHeD Forms— Departmental 


Direct 








Form Stock Labor 

Estimate Forms . $50 05 $186 89 
1948 Ledger . : 4 09 15 13 
1948 Sales Book . Spey al 21 75 
1948 Payroll Book 1 79 32 75 
1948 Index Book : é 2 44 19 75 
Kardex Stock Record Cards : ; 2 50 21 75 
Serap Book . ~a" — = 
Totals $64 58 $298 02 





DECEMBER. 31, 








$18,060 90 
1,497 36 
————— ‘$19,558 26 
12,337 25 
$6,546 23 
1,341 05 
3,181 13 
2.520 29 
—_—_———— 13,588 70 
115 37 
21,654 99 
$59 40 
290 10 
25 
5 00 
2 00 
2 50 
17 07 
16 74 
394 06 
$67,648 63 
411 60 
$68,060 23 
1947 
Ruling 
and Total 
Binding Cost 
— $236 94 
$12 00 31 22 
10 50 35 96 
12 00 46 54 
9 50 31 69 
— 24 25 
5 00 5 00 
$49 00 
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SUMMARY OF FIXED ASSETS, DECEMBER 31, 1947 


Reserve 
Depre- for Depre- Book Value 
ciation, ciation, December 31, 
1947 psoas 31, 1947 


$137,800 

$7,063 94 $114,393 31 156,428 21 
1,828 29 175,762 30 8,766 65 
— 759 85 2,324 







rt 


Reserve 
for Depre- 
Cost ciation, - 
January 1, 
1947 
LANG dss Bettis e ce cate $137,800 00 
Buileitigs fay tae eee 270,821 52 $107,329 37 
Plant and equipment... 184,528 95 173,934 01 
Autotrucktcas © 4.52%. 3,084 08 759 85 
SPOLaiewres pees we $596,234 55 $282,023 23 


—_________. 





SCHEDULE OF CAPITAL ACCOUNT, 
Balance, January 1, 1947 . pre 
Add: Amount transferred from Fire Department 


Total “hae : ; oe aentits 
Less: Net loss for year ending December 31, 1947 


Balance, December 31, 1947 


$8,892 23 $290,915 46 $305,319 





DECEMBER 31, 1947 


$510,919 57 
4,891 75 


. $515,811 32 
tn PAB SOOT 


. $496,920 85 








PRINTING DEPARTMENT. 11 


ANALYSIS OF SALES FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1947 


Total Printing Stationery Postage 
Art Department . : P ; $21 05 $11 05 — $10 00 
Assessing Department ; ; 22,153 14 19,240 11 $1,524 25 1,388 78 
Auditing Department ; ; 16,487 90 15,362 65 837 62 287 63 
Boston Retirement Board . x 2,497 63 991 10 Oboe a 450 81 
Boston Traffic Commission ; 2,080 88 917 72 633 36 529 80 
Budget Department . : 450 45 300 30 120 15 30 00 
Building Department 2 4,979 72 3,722 37 512 38 744 97 
Board of Appeal. : ; 289 00 147 40 21 12 120 48 
Board of Examiners i 234 52 152 50 12 18 69 84 
Board of Zoning Adjustment, 160 01 45 65 — 114 36 
City Clerk . é 4,350 91 891 02 3,339 89 120 00 
City Council . . ; 4,480 34 1,326 20 147 14 3,007 00 
City Council Proceedings : . 12,922 93 12,922 93 _ ns 
City Documents . é : 29,702 76 .29,702 76 — aS 
City Planning Board . : : 1,109 21 903 45 119 28 86 48 
City Record . : : 31,939 24 31,899 22 35 02 5 00 
Collecting Department ; , 20,689 97 19,929 54 580 43 180 00 
Water Division : ‘ . 3,842 84 3,296 20 546 64 — 
Election Department . } , 67,087 66 63,711 55 991 01 2,385 10 
Finance Commission . __.. , 1,868 59 1,783 93 61 16 23 50 
Fire Department E 25,079 51 17,707 58 4,956 93 2,415 00 
Electrical Inspection Division, 2,678 73 2,385 85 112 88 180 00 
Health Department. : : 22,833 82 15,000 43 2,245 39 5,588 00 
Hospital Department : } 59,050 37. 37,272 54 ~=15,107 33 6,670 50 
Sanatorium Division. ‘ 2,677 62 1,528 46 718 36 430 80 
Institutions Department: 
Central Office . : P F 1,431 47 803 93 262 12 365 42 
Child Welfare Division . 5 2,124 75 879 49 194 08 1,051 18 
Long Island Hospital. é 1,973 60 1,453 70 315 28 204 62 
Steamer ‘‘O’ Meara”’ } ; 95 09 90 30 4 79 — 
Law Department : , : 5,414 62 3,506 90 847 72 1,060 00 
Library Department . ae 1,047. 17 277, — 776 00 
Licensing Board . ; : ; 3,393 90 3,250 61 23 29 120 00 
Listing Board ; : ; ero, Giig ou 56,677 20 _ — 
Mayor’s Office. : 9,935 68 7,431 70 900 53 1,603 45 
Graves Registr ation Commit- 
tee 290 02 243 10 16 92 30 00 
Municipal Employment 
Bureau 323 32 150 70 92 62 80 00 
Mayor’s Rededication Com- 
mittee 1,074 25 1,057 20 14 05 3 00 
Public Celebrations ; q 1,725 44 1,582 25 31 19 112 00 
Rent and Housing Committee, 195 57 159 95 35 62 -—- 
Park Department : : 7,439 21 5,132 30 986 45 1,320 46 
Cemetery Division . ; 1,271 00 1,006 53 59 75 204 72 
Police Department . 24,779 73 16,306 25 72 00 8,401 48 
Public Buildings Department, 981 60 586 20 195 40 200 00 
Market Division : 115 06 75 69 27 37 12 00 
Parking Facilities . Ia 6) — 1 79 — 
Public Welfare Department. . 41,554 98 18,647 14 13,459 24 . 9,448 60 
Public Works Department: 
Central Office. : ‘ 661 76 400 15 103 O01 158 60 
Bridge Service. ; ; 1,752 66 1,056 55 448 15 247 96 
Ferry Service : , 674 64 488 25 180 39 6 00 
Lighting Service .. : 90 34 60 30 3 04 27 00 
Paving Service. : ‘ 6,146 86 4,064 33 1,404 84 677 69 
Sanitary Service . ; f 4,479 14 3,516 75 761 91 200 48 


Carried forward . . . $515,319 65 $410,051 15 $54,119 79 $51,148 71 


12 


Brought forward 
Public Works ae 

Sewer Service 

Water Service 

Snow Removal 

Sewerage Works . 

Sumner Traffic Tunnel 
Real Estate Commission 
Registry Department 
School Department 
Extended Use of Public 

Schools 
Physical Education : 
Department of School Build- 
ings . : 
Sinking Funds Department 
Statistics Department. 
Street Deve ub Depart 
ment . 
Supply Department. 
Transit Department 
ir easury. Department 
Veterans’ Services Department 
Weights and Measures De- 
partment . 


County of Suffolk: 


County, Miscellaneous 

County Buildings PN 
ment . 

Court House ‘Custodian 

Index Commissioners . 

Insanity Cases 

Jail 

Juvenile ‘Court ; 

Medical Examiner—North- 
ern Division 

Medical Examiner—South- 
ern Division 

Associate Medical Examiner 
—Northern Division 

Municipal Courts: 
Municipal Court, Boston 
Municipal Civil Court 
Brighton Court 
Charlestown Court 
Chelsea Court 
Dorchester Court 
East Boston Court 
Roxbury Court . 
South Boston Court 
West Roxbury Court . 


Penal Institutions Department : 


Office Expenses 

House of Correction 

Steamer ‘‘Perkins”’ 
Probate Court . 
Registry of Deeds 


Carried forward 


Total 
$515,319 


2,063 
9,664 
556 
870 
1,830 
1,013 
14,437 
54,173 


277 
1,427 


3,340 
304 
137 


2,483 
2.528 
1,666 
5,730 
3,616 


804 


$638,420 


City Documrent No. 21. 


Printing Stationery 
65 $410,051 15 $54,119 79 
63 1,011 40 897 05 
52 636947 1,959 21 
59 511 40 45 19 
56 423 30 314 58 
46 ‘1,602 30 201 16 
07 494 50 276 07 
78 11,895 40 560 34 
71 46,075 85 — 
60 187 60 — 
25 1,142 25 sade 
99 2,647 60 223 19 
45 304 45 — 
61 $1 56 10 90 
48 Ofosae 333 23 
44 1,252 13 286 46 
24 1,321 13 178 79 
58 4,569 05 815 03 
24 1,479 06 837 24 
18 703 60 59 58 
66 569 81 40 35 
06 104 05 72 O01 
67 71 40 76 27 
65 13 65 _: 
25 29 25 — 
58 39 08 1 50 
85 113.65 34 66 
55D 59 55 — 
33 171 33 oe 
95 33 95 — 
65 890 65 — 
00 12 00 — 
35 1,019 95 53 77 
25 1,485 65 42 91 
69 1,246 00 82 37 
60 926 60 — 
79 1,552 58 179 21 
75 4 75 —_ 
68 317 55 53 79 
52 10 60 41 42 
41 315 86 114 28 
76 1,237 30 277 22 
15 37 15 — 
89 328 55 13 66 
15 415 _ 
22 $504,943 50 $62,201 23 


Postage 
$51,148 71 


155 18 
1,335 84 


132 68 
27 00 
242 50 


1,982 04 . 


8,097 86 


90 00 
285 00 


470 20 
45 16 
475 00 
989 85 
166 32 
346 50 
1,299 94 


41 00 


157 50 


bo 
NO 


-S!||1ss 


136 
214 


~SEISSBSE1S S 


11 68 


$71,275 49 
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Total Printing Stationery Postage 

Brought forward . ' . $638,420 22 $504,943 50 $62,201 23 $71,275 49 

County of Suffolk: 
Superior Criminal Court . 2,590 65 1,178 25 7 50 1,404 90 
Superior Civil Court. ; 368 25 23 25 — 345 00 
Supreme Judicial Court : 283 65 169 90 — 113 75 
Miscellaneous: 
George R. White Fund... 326 03 322 73 3 30 ~- 
City Credit Union . 799 28 636 48 — 162 80 
Franklin Technical Institute, 5 00 5 00 aie — 
English High School _. 857 50 857 50 — — 
New England Health ‘Asso- 

ciation . 122 20 117 20 — 5 00 
New England “Telephone & 

Telegraph Company .. 6 70 6 70 — — 
Pratt Diagnostic Hospital . 37 00 37 00 — — 
Charles J. Fox : : 68 87 54 32 12 05 2 50 
Boston Edison Company : 5 40 5 40 — — 
Leo Rosenblum 4 00 4 00 —- — 
Massachusetts Public Health 

Association . : 36 04 16 00 -—— 20 04 
Commonwealth of Massa- 

chusetts ; 120 00 120 00 — — 
American Automobile ‘Asso- 

ciation . : 40 00 40 00 — — 
Boston Housing Authority f 12 00 12 00 — — 
Rueban H. Elainer. .. 20 00° #2. 20 00 — — 
Wilfred J. Doyle. 8 00 8 00 — — 
be Ae Hood & Sane Company, 139 38 47 75 ee 91 63 
Progressive Citizens of 

America ; : : : 7 35 7 35 ae —— 
Angelo M. Russo . . : 2 75 2 75 — — 
Museum of Fine Arts. : 90 00 90 00 =— _- 
Samuel Tarle . : : : 21 85 21 85 se — 
SPA CAEECADAT Cowen ties eas 6 25 6 25 — more 
First National Bank er. 1,665 43 1,665 43 ae — 
National Shawmut Bank : 425 50 425 50 ae — 
Marian E. Hubbard : : 25 ong a — 
Cash Sales ; : ; 135 20 135 20 — —_ 

$646,624 75 $510,979 56 $62,224 08 $73,421 11 

Steam Sales: OE UNE AL NR TE 
Police Department . . : 5,391 40 
Sumner Traffic Tunnel . : 2,005 24 
Total, as per Ledger . . $654,021 39 
ene eee’ 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1947. 


Boston, January 1, 1948. 


Hon. JAMES M. CURLEY, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Dear Srr,— In accordance with action 24 of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1925, the annual report of the 
Public Buildings Department for the year ending 
December 31, 1947, is herewith submitted. 

This aePartment has the care and custody of City 
Hall, City Hall Annex, public buildings and court- 
houses, buildings used for municipal offices and market 
purposes, and hired buildings or parts of buildings used 
for county purposes, wardrooms, armories, etc. 

The following -buildings, in whole or in part, were 
hired for municipal and county purposes: 


For Offices: 
1001-1030 Lawyers Building. 
For Armories: 
130 Columbus avenue, First Corps of Cadets. 


For Ambulance Station: 
15 National street. (Ground lease.) Land held on lease 
made for twenty years; expired on November 28, 1919, 
Not renewed up to present time. 
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AMBULANCE STATION. 


The ambulance station is located on National street, 
South Boston, on land leased from the Carney Hospital. 
Day and night service is maintained to all sections of 
the city for persons desiring treatment at the Carney 


and other hospitals. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Departmental expenses 
Market Division 


Total net appropriations, public buildings, 
County buildings . 


EXPENDITURES. 


Public buildings, department expenses 
Armories, department expenses . 
Ambulance Station, department expenses 
Market Division, department expenses 
County buildings, department expenses 


SpecrAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


City Hall Annex, emergency repairs, steel 
frame work and masonry ; 

Municipal Buildings, Oak and tee icous 
and J. J. Williams, alterations and 
repairs, ete. ; 

Municipal Building, Ciplestarns pleraticne 
and repairs, etc. ; 

Mortuary Building, North eee 48 iy iia: 
tions and repairs SOR 


$828,963 54 
21,750 42 


$850,713 96 
138,496 44 


$989,210 40 


a 


$784,818 11 
20,534 75 
_ 15,458 05 
21,739 70 
132,259 81 


$974,810 42 


Ba) 


$95,143 46 


20,000 00 


20,000 00 


20,500 00 


$155,643 46 
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SPECIAL EXPENDITURES. 


City Hall Annex, emergency repairs, steel 

frame work and masonry $93,323 27 
Municipal Buildings, Oak and Tle AAvaate 

and J. J. Williams, alterations and 


repairs, etc. 7,542 08 
Municipal Building, iain ay A retRE OTe 
and repairs, ete. 19,319 95 
Mortuary Building, North Coote gureets alter. a- 
tions and repairs eee SW cae Fe ee 20,000 00 
$140,185 30 





From rentals of municipal buildings, Faneuil 
Hall, wardrooms, leases of old buildings to 
veteran organizations, commissions on pay 
telephones and rents from Commonwealth for 





armories, the department received the sum of $25,112 71 
for the year 1947. 

Rental received by the Market ibys ision 4. 97,992 63 

Grand total . : , ' ; $123,105 34 
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Pusuic BUILDINGS. 











Number 
BUILDINGS. Location.. of Feet Use 
in Lot. 
City bial Gee ere aches a School streetun. eee var < 25,915 | Municipal offices. 
Cityatlallpamiexewet. eters ae aoiet-o Court squares. .\ ween ses 15,175 | Municipal offices. 
Faneuil Hall and Market....... Faneuil Hall square...... 8,460 | Assembly hall and market. 
Quincy Market...,.........-- North and South | 27,400 | Market. 
Market streets. 
Old Statemrousevy yates * seo | State stredtuat wah denen ae 4,239 | Leased to Boston Society as 
. historical museum. 
Curtis Hallet. « By of Oe South street wei ane te 49,907 | Gymnasium, showers, etc. 
Library Building istim dius... -). On lofwith Curtispl sce nee ene Public library. 
New City Building............ Washington and Norfolk} 12,930 | Public library and Health Unit. 
streets, Dorchester. 
City Building..............-3- Washington and Rich-| 11,640 | Public library. 
mond _ streets, Dor- 
chester. 
AM grlehiill, 3.5 a5 Samicoeteais caine Washington street, 9,626 | In use by Welfare Department, 
Brighton. 
Municipal Building........ .....| Vine and Dudley streets..| 11,592 | Wardroom 8, branch ‘library, . 
: gymnasium and showers. 
Old Franklin Schoolhouse...... Washington street....... 11,471 | Veteran organizations. 
Old Cross Street Schoolhouse. ..}| Cross etree, Charlestown, 1,708 a 7 es ee Camp, No. 14 
Smith Schoolhouse..........-. Joy streets ih i eteneos 4,624 | Leased to Welch Post, A. L. 
Wardroom er pie or rit cici- On lot’ with Mather |-....... Leased to Thomas G. Kane Post, 
Schoolhouse. Ads 
Municipal Building............ Bunker Hill street....... 7,927 | Wardroom 2 and gymnasium. 
Wiardroonieibiicis sa ka alec rls Elmwood street......... 5,000 | Veteran organizations. 
Municipal Building..........:. Columbia roads: «.aaa +. 13,242 | Wardroom 13, branch library 
and gymnasium, 
Thomas Street Schoolhouse..... 7CHOMas Streeter, einer 10,954 | John J. Murphy Post, V. F. W. 
Ambulance Station............ National’streets.. 2... ~< 3,523 | Ambulance Station. 
Muniwipal Building... 252.55. Corner of Oak and 6,111 | Wardroom 3, branch library, 
Tyler streets. baths and gymnasiums. 
Courthouse and Police Station..| Meridian street, East | 13,616 | Municipal Court and Police 
Boston. Station. 
Archbishop John J. Williams} West Brookline street 13,438 | Large auditorium, gymnasium, ~ 
Municipal Building. and Shawmut avenue. branch library, showers and 
social hall. 

Municipal Building, South Bos-| East Broadway......... 21,250 | District Court, branch library, 
ton. showers and assembly hall. 
Oldie Pauses. < sind sate aso Churobsnireet: soc ac soak | oe ee Upper part leased to Sinclair 

Post. Lower part, Employ- 
ment Bureau. 
John J. Heffernan Municipal} Chestnut Hill avenue....} 14,385 Assembly hall, wardrooms, 
Building. showers. 
Old Fire Houses = hista Metees.iie os Elin wireetec st bce ee ae Leased to D, A. V. No. 71. 


pr 
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Number 

BUILDINGS. Locations. of Feet 

in Lot. 

Courthouse and Police Station..| City square, Charles- 8,246 


town. 


Municipal Building, Roslindale..| Washington and Ash- | 16,000 
land streets. 


Old Chemical Engine House....} Eustis street............ 1,790 

Old Ladder House No. 5....... Fourth street, South 8,169 
Boston. 

Municipal Building............ River street, Hyde | 39,370 
Park. 

Ppigetipal ih tiltnese ees © vr « Blossom street.......... 4,021 

DIMEN PINTO es eee ae el wiyt are © « Fourth) “street, South }..<.... 
Boston. 

Old Laddor20 eacivicenvswr ers» Fourth street, South |........ 
Boston. 

OldeWines LOUsG yee yee oe @s.e 0 leveretustreetesm oe vee silstah sears 

Convenience Station........... {Glave wears Gloya stay ds aeetsirno Oe ln ouaeoo mee 


District Court and Police Station. 
Wardroom: 19, branch library 
and gymnasium. 


Leased to Roger Wolcott Camp, 
tes. Wave 


Upper part leased to O’Connor 
Camp, U. S. W. V. Lower 
part leased to Columbia Past, 
American Legion. 


Auditorium, Wardroom 18, gym- 
ndasium and baths. 


Wardroom, storehouse. 


Leased to Perkins Post, A. L. 

Leased to Fitzgerald Post, 
Vibe Ww. 

In use temporarily by Welfare 


Department. 


Convenience station. 








County BuILDINGs. 








Number 

BUILDINGS. Location. of Feet 

in Lot 
Municipal Court, Southern District...... IROx buryveStrec une seats tet tele terens 18,580 
Municipal Court, Brighton.............. Iocan iebilisguek, 5 sea canoe 60,000 
Municipal Court, Dorchester............ Washington streeuemer rane cence. 64,936 
Municipal Court, West Roxbury......... Morton’street-..-- ee ee eae 12,108 
North LVLOLiUiaryiee ieee nice tel ie, sash ss North Grove street... <= «<< +. «> 11,792 





The following offices were leased or rented: 











Number 
LocaTION. Rent per of Use 
Annum, Rooms. 
11 Beacon street... % ots ir, oe be $19,000 00 30 | Law Department. 


TS Oliverstreeticc oct e eee SOO0700 Neer an Soldiers’ Relief Department. 
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WARDROOMS. 
City 
Warp. Ownership Name of Building. Location. 
or Rental. 
DS City building...} Municipal Building...... Bunker Hill street. 
Oak City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Oak and Tyler streets. 
Gye. ss City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Broadway, South Boston. 
Tees City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Dudley and Vine streets. 
Ss ees City building. ..}| Municipal Building...... Shawmut avenue and West 
Brookline street. 
LOS eat City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Uphams Corner, 
18.....} City building. ..] Municipal Building...... River street and Central avenue, 
Hyde Park. 
1? ie ae City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Roslindale. 
YHA AER ss City building. ..} Municipal Building...... Chestnut Hill avenue, Brighton. 
ARMORIES. 


OccuUPIED BY 


First Corps of Cadets, 126th Heavy Tank 


Battalion, M. N. G 


City Ownership 


or Rental. Location. 








$4,800 per year.... 








130 Columbus avenue, 





Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES E. SULLIVAN, 


Superintendent of Public Buildings. 


CITY OF BOSTON «3% PRINTING DEPARTMENT 
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EIGHTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
FOR THE YEAR 1947 


Boston, January 1, 1948. 


Hon. James M. Cur Ley, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
SIR: 

The Board of Overseers of the Public Welfare here- 
with presents its eighty-fourth annual report of the 
present series, covering the period from January 1, 
1947, to December 31, 1947. 


THe DEPARTMENT OF PuRLIC WELFARE 


The Department of Public Welfare in Boston is 
administered by an unpaid board of twelve members, 
appointed by the Mayor for terms of three years and 
known as the Board of Overseers of Public Welfare. 
The Board meets weekly. It elects a paid secretary 
who acts as the executive agent of the Board. The 
department administers Old Age Assistance, Aid to 
Dependent Children, and Dependent Aid under the 
general laws. 

The Temporary Home for Women on Chardon street 
and the Wayfarers’ Lodge on Hawkins street are main- 
tained and administered by the department. 

In addition to the expenditure of public funds for 
relief purposes, the Overseers are trustees of eighteen 
private trust funds. 
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SOCIAL SERVICE DIVISION 


The Social Service Division in its three major sub- 
divisions, Old Age Assistance, General Relief, and Aid 
to Dependent Children, was seriously affected by the 
continued increase in cost of living and the correspond- 
ing decreases in purchasing power of the dollar. 
According to figures of the Massachusetts Division of 
the Necessaries of Life, the dollar of the years 1935 to 
1939 was in December, 1947, worth less than 64 cents 
in power of purchase. From January, 1941, to Decem- 
ber, 1947, there was over 121 per cent increase in cost 
of food; 59.5 per cent increase in combined cost of 
living. It was necessary to take these facts into con- 
sideration in planning adequate assistance to those 
in need. 

Old age and illness continue to be the greatest causes 
of dependency, but a broken home is frequently the 
cause, particularly in Aid to Dependent Children. 


GENERAL RELIEF DIVISION 


In order to establish a better understanding with 
the public and other welfare departments, the name 
of the division was changed from Dependent Aid to 
General Relief. 


Activ Casus as of January 1, 194759. .0 oe, ee 2,881 
Full allowance cases’... ....5 00. 20.5. 212) M6 274257, 
Partial allowance cases................. %785—-25.5% 








App — Applications Aided Within Year: 


Toes otearnin ge. 2.545 an kee eee 1,551 — 33.1% 
Insufficient earnings.................... 1381— 2.8% 
Discontinuance of éthar ate oe vats bed ue tae 
Illness (including mental ad physical 

PHGRDRCILV I 0 ts s ea Cede ee ee 1,681 -— 35.9% 
Discharge from institution.............. 638- 1.3% 
Desertion or nonsupport. . ; ie 8) 1616 SI OS 
Old Age (without sliothilite fer Old Age 

PiSMrta nies) 0 se Pooks: yl ieee Te haat . 169- 3.6% 
JURA Te ese 2 te he eee 448- 9.6% 

————- ——— 4,684 

Transferred from other General Relief 

EOE ferred, oe ain wc 5 « aah) nat dae el ee ee 171 4,855 





7,736 





* Labor disputes, death of wage earner, incarceration, loss of resources, etc. 
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Derpuct — Cases Closed Within Year: 




















To private employment................. 1,718 - 38.9% 
To hospital or other institution.......... 449- 10.2% 
Receipt of other income ............... 722 - 16.4% 
MPA Led Sete ere CAs aul pha tenses dale aa oh Be ); 150-— 3.4% 
Transferred to Aid to Dependent Children 
or Old Age Assistances 3 ins es a2 - . 507-11.5% 
Gy afct gy ohh Wet SI AURIS Noh ol Sl OM a ae eae Bae 863 - 19.6% 
— 4,404 
Transferred to other General Relief 
PATAN GEN OE, Ie itlce 4 Lites cet) Sele ds p peed eee sian & 171 4,575 
Aoriym Oasns Be Ol Decemuen.al, L947. we. ie ceuegrn es noo @ vue dire 3,161 
Full allowance cases..................+. 2,897 — 75.8% 
Partial allowance cases............-..-- 764. — 24.2% 
Weatancrease of tull-allawancé-cases. 2.55 280. ait ee odes see - EEE 251 
Net increase of partial allowance cases............2-.02 0s eee 29 
 ofal case-lOacd.INCresse Lor VGaliiraen un lecslat. Aerie sere Sie ogi -9 280 
. 9.7% 
Case Loap By SIZES | Unattached Couples Families 











Case load as of December 31, 


LET Gee An, Sag Tene Re 2.516 — 79.6%) 127-4.0%| 518 - 16.4% 
Case load as of January 1, 
NOAT A cas ee pil tone 2,385 — 82.8%| 124-4.3%| 372-—12.9% 











Total case-load increases.| 131-46.8%| 3-1.1%| 146-—52.1% 














A1ip To DEPENDENT CHILDREN DIVISION 


Because there were no specific changes in the Aid to 
Dependent Children law during the year 1947 the 
increase in the relief expenditure, which was $792,076.48 
in excess of last year’s expenditure, was due to the 
revision of the State Standard Budget effective Sep- 
tember 1, 1947, and a net increase in case load of 416 
cases. 

Each year the changing trend in the causes of de- 
pendency is more noticeable with ‘‘absence from home 
of the normal breadwinner accounting” for better than 
48 per cent of the total case load. Of this “‘absence 
from home,” ‘‘divorce,” ‘‘legal separation,’”’ and “‘deser- 
tion’? are the preponderant causes. 

In July of 1947 the Aid to Dependent Children 





+ Strike ended, decreased needs, relatives able to assist, moved from city, incarcera- 
tion, etc. 
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Division was decentralized with district offices being 
established in East Boston, Dorchester, and Roxbury. 
The East Boston office located in the Public Welfare 
Building, 154 Maverick street, is a subdivision of 
District I whose headquarters still remain at 43 Hawkins 
street. 

District I comprises East Boston, North End, West 
End, South End, Charlestown, and Brighton. Dis- 
trict II, which is located at the Public Welfare Building, 
170 Hancock street, Dorchester, covers all of South 
Boston and Dorchester and that part of Roxbury con- 
tiguous to the Dorchester district. District III, which 
is located in the Health Unit at 22 Whittier street, 
Roxbury, comprises the remaining parts of Roxbury 
and all of Jamaica Plain, Forest Hills, Hyde Park, 
Readville, Roslindale, and West Roxbury. 


Number of cases being aided January 1, 1947. F : 2,469 
Number of cases added during the year. : ; : 1,233 

Total number of cases during the year... : : 3,702 
Number of cases discontinued during the year . : ; 817 

Total number of cases being aided December 31, 1947 2,885 
Net increase during the year . : : : : : ; 416 
Amount expended under this law . ; : : : . $3,445,541 31 


An increase in the amount expended during the previous 
year, : : a, ; é ’ ; : , : $792,076 48 





OLtp AGE ASSISTANCE DIVISION 

The basic eligibility requirements for Old Age Assist- 
ance have remained the same for several years. Yet 
the number of persons receiving Old Age Assistance, 
and the expenditures, continue to rise. The monthly 
average rose from $52.55 in December, 1946, to $55.90 
in December, 1947, an increase of $3.35. This was 
due mainly to the increased budgetary allowance to 
meet the higher cost of living. 








Number of cases being aided January 1, 1947. , ' 14,956 
Number of cases added during the year i : t ; 3,211 
Total number of cases aided during the year . , ; 18,167 
Number of cases discontinued during the year . : 4 2,252 
Total number of cases being aided December 31, 1947, 15,915 
Net increase during the year . , : . - ; : 5 
Amount expended under this law . : ; P ; . $10,435,827 58 


An increase over the amount expended in the previous 
year. : i E . : , , e ‘ . $1,592,974 90 


On 
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MEDICAL SOCIAL SECTION 


The functions of the Medical Social Section are to 
provide medical social consultation, to coordinate all 
medical, social, and health activities of the department, 
to act in a liaison capacity between the department and 
medical agencies in the community, to evaluate medical 
evidence presented in support of an application for Aid 
to Dependent Children on the basis of incapacity, and 
to give advice regarding special medical needs. This 
section reviews case records and prepares summaries 
of department contacts with clients for the purpose 
of replying to inquiries from hospitals, supervises co- 
operative exchange of information with physicians and 
medical agencies, and at the Boston City Hospital clini- 
cally steers clients, prepares written reports of the medical 
findings and recommendations and authorizes expend- 
itures for drugs for General Relief. 


There was a marked increase in the volume of work 
during 1947. A total of 17,623 referrals were received in 
the Medical Social Section during this year. These 
referrals included 2,154 medical reports prepared on 
recipients under medical supervision of the Boston City 
Hospital; 9,689 medical reports reviewed on recipients 
under medical supervision of other hospitals and phy- 
sicians, and 250 reports approved as medical evidence 
presented in support of application for Aid to Dependent 
Children and 99 reports disapproved. In addition there 
were 5,894 memoranda sent to supervisors and social 
workers; 1,815 interviews held in Central Office and at 
the Boston City Hospital; 563 letters sent to hospitals, 
physicians and others, and 5,860 conferences with phy- 
sicians, nurses, hospital social workers and others. 


INSURANCE DIVISION 
The major functions of the Insurance Division are: 
I. Verification of statements of insurance 


II. Investigation of possibilities of adjustment of 
insurance 


III. Recommendation of adjustments on insurance 
IV. Investigation of death claims 
V. Investigation of Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
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All activities are necessary to determine the fulfill- 
ment of insurance requirements pertaining to the various 
relief grants. The total number of inquiries received in 
this section within the year was 5,916. 

During the year 1947, $22,240.82 was returned to 
clients on adjusted cases making a total of $605,591.18 
since the year 1934. This amount represents a sub- 
stantial savings to the department and to the City of 
Boston. 

Approval for premium allowance consideration in the 
budget was given on 1,544 Old Age Assistance cases 
and on 446 Aid to Dependent Children cases. Within 
the year 533 Old Age Assistance cases and 59 Aid to 
Dependent Children cases were disapproved because 
requirements were not met. 

This section has had the responsibility of clearing all 
inquiries for Old Age and Survivors Insurance from any 
agency in the City of Boston, since January 15, 1941, 
in agreement with the plan for closer relationship 
between this department and the Social Security Board. 
Of 1,085 cases referred by our department to the Social 
Security Board, over $14,919.21 was received in monthly 
grants in 1947 representing an estimated savings to this 
department and to the City of Boston of approximately 
$179,030.52 for a one-year period. Lump sum payments 
to this department for burials amounted to $3,552.22. 

An important work of the Insurance Division is the 
checking of death claims referrals and the furnishing of 
reports to the workers in the Burial Division and workers 
of the various districts. Payments by insurance com- 


panies to families of deceased clients within the year 


have amounted to $204,366.57. 


Reaut Estate DIvision 

The Real Estate Division investigates all property 
owned by applicants and recipients of Old Age Assist- 
ance, General Relief, Aid to Dependent Children, and 
Trust Funds. This investigation includes the prepara- 
tion of a formal report for every property situation 
referred to the division. The report presents to the 
social worker a picture of the financial condition of the 
property in question. It includes full information rela- 
tive to the assessed valuation, the amount and status 
of the taxes, the name and address of the mortgagee, 
the present amount of the mortgage, the date the loan 
was secured, the monthly carrying cost, the client’s 


sie 
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equity, and the income from the property. This infor- 
mation is obtained from the records at the Board of 
Assessors and the Tax Collector’s office. 

The work of the division also includes an examination 
of the records at the Suffolk County and other Registries 
of Deeds for the sale, purchase, or transfer of property 
by applicants and recipients. Foreclosures on property 
owned by clients and the acquisition of mortgages and 
the declaration of trust funds are discovered by exami- 
nation of these records. Suffolk and other Probate 
Court records are examined for the administration of 
wills affecting the financial situation of clients and for 
the appraisal value of estates willed to applicants and 
recipients. 

Another phase of the work of this division is the 
preparation of mortgages and bonds on all Old Age 
Assistance cases where the equity is in excess of the 
$3,000 allowed by law. This includes the execution 
of an affidavit which is a simple statement in which the 
applicant swears to the ownership of certain property 
and admits his willingness to execute a mortgage and 
bond in the sum of his excess equity payable to the 
City of Boston. When this affidavit has been signed, 
the mortgage and bond.are then prepared and exe- 
cuted and recorded at the Suffolk Registry of Deeds. 
In the past year it was found that 160 applicants for 
Old Age Assistance had an equity in property which 
was in excess of the amount allowed. 

Special work is done pertaining to city-owned prop- 
erty, acquired through foreclosures on tax titles. The 
rent allowance is deducted from the budget of welfare 
recipients residing in this property. 

The housing situation has given rise to a new class of 
people, a property-poor group, whose only remaining 
asset is a small equity in property which has been 
acquired from years of saving and hard work. This 
division has tried to give special attention to this group 
and has arranged for the suspension of principal pay- 
ments on mortgages held by applicants and recipients. 
The acquisition of new mortgages for clients has often 
helped to keep them off the welfare rolls. F requently 
it is found that the loss of income from a vacant apart- 
ment creates the need for welfare assistance, so an 
effort is made to rent vacant apartments owned by 
clients. 

During the past year, under the direct supervision of 
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the Secretary of the Board, we have cooperated with the 
Boston Housing Authority in acquiring housing facili- 
ties for our clients and in moving these people to the 
sites obtained. This work was accomplished without 
the necessity of evicting a single one of our clients living 
within these areas. 

Since July, 1946, we have cooperated with the 
Assessing Department in educating the clients to pay 
their taxes with the amount allotted in their budget for 
carrying charges so that there is no need for abating 
of taxes to welfare recipients except in the case where 
the statutory requirements prevail. 

The care and management of all buildings owned by 
this department and other city-owned buildings that 
have been turned over to this department comes under 
the jurisdiction of this division. A substantial sum of 
money has been saved by obtaining city-owned prop- 
erty, the only cost being the actual maintenance. 


GENERAL INTAKE AND APPLICATIONS FOR YEAR 1947 


Applications for General Relief: 
Newapplications, taken's aii: » ‘ois es wae dd eee 
Withdrawn or Transferred: 

Leave to withdraw : ; : : : ; 62 
Transferred: 

To Attorney General : 

To Catholic Charitable Breet 

To Division of Aid and Relief 

To Employment Division 

To Industrial Aid Society 

To Red Cross . ; 

To St. Vincent de Paul Sekt 

To Salvation Army 

To Veterans’ Benefits. ‘ 

To Temporary Home for Women . 

To Travelers’ Aid Society 

To Wayfarers’ Lodge 


—_ 


~I 
oO el SO 
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Co 
— 
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— 
~J 
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Total General Relief Applications . . . . . 1,873 


Applications for Aid to Dependent Children: 
New applications taken . - : , ; ; 822 
Reapplications taken : gh ok. AU Aaah 365 
Transfers from General Relief , : : : 384 
Withdrawn : ; : ‘ : : : ; 8 


Total Aid to Dependent Children applications ; : 2 1,579 





ToraL APPLICATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1947 ; F . _ 3,452 
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WAYFARERS’ LODGE 


The largest number of lodgings in any month of the 
year was 3,954 in December, and the smallest number 
was 3,607 in July. The total number of lodgings 
during the year was 45,348, as against 33,149 for the 
year 1946. The number of individual lodgers, lodgings, 
and meals for the year by months were as follows: 























Individual Total ae 
Lodgers Lodgings Meals 
1947 
APATLT ES a2 Pe & 2 A ah ao 252 3,813 4,002 
PEDIUALY 209, fo eG ee ee 209 3,944 3,466 
ARTs Lia D. tet eee. aa ae: 217 3,813 3,868 
Lhe TE Ue RE eee ie eho 195 3,690 2,769 
ICR, 9 pa Sr a Acs naman AeA: + ieee ee 187 3,813 3,725 
BITC Wet, Sc gnc ae | ee ie set 179 3,672 3,741 
SD iahy ee al Le caf. nl Fete eR «dias by 173 3,607 Oe Ce 
PATE eee eas Relies ee, ace 171 3,813 3,809 
PPNISULDER ac cue rte eee re eae 180 3,710 3,668 
CE ae hice CADRE. FR 186 3,730 3,707 
PN VOMDOLA vs isos 0g Sheer otis. ee 0te 192 3,789 4,792 
PORTO NINOD ho) ed Sars eee te. oe 187 3,954 3,942 
tet. ..c cabo ree? iy 2,328 45,348 45,266 
TEMPORARY HoME 
Coe Children | Adults | ,,/0t#! | | Meals | Lodgings 
227-27 833-400 586 1,419 50,124 17,051 
sent by without 


General Relief | mothers 





The 400 children without mothers required constant 
supervision. They included runaways, children where 
mother was suddenly sent to hospital and wage earner 
absent, problem youngsters sent here until plans could 
be made for them. 

Two hundred family groups admitted were for the 
most part evictees, others were from homes broken 
by marital discord brought on in several cases by living 
with relatives in overcrowded quarters. These were 
rehabilitated by Temporary Home planning. The 
majority of these families had four children, one with 
12, one with 10, and several with 8. The average 
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number of days in the Temporary Home for family 
groups was 21. The larger families were here for 
months. 

Five hundred and eighty-six adults —50 were sent 
to hospitals either mental or regular to remain for an 
indefinite period. 

Four hundred and seventy-seven of these adults were 
assisted to find positions and return to families. They 
included girls picked up by police as vagrants, girls 
sent from courts to avoid having to send them away. 
These girls were permitted to remain until they found 
a room and received one week’s pay. 

Thirty-six were taken care of by General Relief. 

These adults also included problem older girls from 
various agencies or groups who were not equipped to 
service them, as well as several unmarried mothers 
with babies. 

During the summer children went to playgrounds 
under the supervision of a playground teacher, also 
had several parties. Interested citizens at Christmas 
were most generous with gifts, entertainment, candy 
and toys so that many of the children had more than 
they would have had in their own homes. The Board 
took over the top floor as a playroom since it was 
necessary for the Home to use every available space 


REGISTRATIONS AND LopGgines IN TEMPORARY HOME 


REGISTRATIONS | LopGINGS 





Women } Children | Women | Children 





1947 

ATR INS ogee Ly regain sas ae 44 72 611 734 
EPIL G OMe ss ose oon 45 62 496 621 
PAPO eter an fer tits. See ey 53 66 559 773 
ETT Rg Ainge eae 52 54 456 834 

Sg Oy Se ee a eee 54 65 502 1,011 
Sunese ete eae oe ee eee 44 72 494 1,136 
July 56 108 496 1,056 
CTE SNR ap ee ee 50 79 525 1,041 
RU PORIO OE ites aleca'<laa Coren ou 55 69 513 1,085 
COREOSE Lo. Beals ale oe 51 84 499 1,079 
Nesvom bers g£73% cs5iiz\. . areas b 40 41 391 714 
Deoomber..- 2 cn Kitt leee oes 42 61 398 1,027 


Tye) OVE ae 7 ee ohh 586 833 5,940 11,111 
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for sleeping quarters. There were many weeks when 
we had 50 children and 20 adults to eare for. 

A visiting physician daily regulates health policies 
with routine public health inspections by health nurse 
and West End health official, Doctor Davidow. 


Meats SERVED IN TEMpoRARY Home 
—ooo>oqqoooooS avn 
Livina In Home 


Not Living 
in Home 





Women Children 








1947 

PANUALY a ee ed Pa ae 1,794 2,050 232 
Pabriignga Sits}. Ae oe 1,261 1,640 278 
ULNA C1 oe orn ene Fert 1,456 2,140 303 
OT ee 1,195 2,359 286 
Wiavte eth. 9K ASSOLE... 1,343 2,919 216 
JUDE wo a ea Bid eer eee. 1,342 3,216 136 
SS ne a aa ssf Salaads We, 1,220 3,052 321 
UG UN Rta eae tient pee 1,334 2,916 296 
Menbemi bor iivt..0s venees. 1,389 3,113 331 
Oetabereter, 6 oa!) os ln ree 1,334 3,072 148 
November... iarrirsnns 171,083: - 2,074 89 
DIECOIN DOr seer tac ee, eS 1,086 2,984 116 

Motalss tie. bicmeteest Be cers 2 15,837 31,535 2,752 


Business: Division 


The Business Division has control of all fiscal operations 
of the department. This includes the preparing of the 
department budget; requisitioning of cash from the City 
Treasurer; disbursing relief payments; obtaining reim- 
bursements provided under the law; determining legal 
settlements; keeping of financial and accounting records; 
procuring and maintaining department equipment and 
supplies. 

ToraL EXPENDITURES 

Total expenditures of the department during the year 

1947 amounted to $17,110,554.36, as compared with 


total expenditures during the year 1946 which amounted 
to $14,117,302.64. 


RELIEF Costs 


Total relief expenditures for Aid to Dependent 
Children, Old Age Assistance, and Dependent Aid during 
the year 1947 and the cost of the operation of the 
Temporary Home and Wayfarers’ Lodge for the year 
1947 amounted to $15,618,050.28, as compared with the 
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relief cost during the year 1946 of $12,834,714.42. 
Total cases assisted during the year 1947 were 29,434, as 
compared with 26,691 cases assisted in 1946. 


ADMINISTRATIVE Costs 


Administrative costs during the year 1947 amounted 
to $1,492,504.08, as compared with administrative costs 
of $1,282,588.22 in 1946. Administrative costs for 1946 
were 8.7 cents per dollar of total expenditures. 


REIMBURSEMENTS 


During the year 1947 the department received from 
the Federal Government through the Commonwealth, 
federal grants totaling $5,545,100.51. In addition, the 
department collected in reimbursements from the Com- 
monwealth, cities and towns, and other sources a total of 
$5,308,346.68. Of this amount $275,361.77 was from 
the Meals Tax, and $90,894.97 in reimbursements from 
recipients of assistance. 


Net Cost of the Department 


The net direct cost of the department to the 
taxpayers of the City of Boston during the year 
1947 was $6,257,107.17, as compared with total 
expenditures of $17,110,554.36. 

Net direct relief costs were $5,138,781.14, com= 
pared with total direct relief costs of $15,618,050.28. 

Net administrative costs were $1,118,326.03, as 
compared with total administrative costs of 
$1,492,504.08. 


SETTLEMENT DIVISION 

Over the years, this department has secured reim- 
bursement from the Commonwealth and the cities 
and towns on account of hospital care furnished by the 
City Hospital to house patients having no legal settle- 
ment or legally settled in other cities and towns. It 
has always been the contention of this department 
that collections on account of patients able to pay 
for services rendered is not the responsibility of the 
Welfare Department, but is a proper function for the 
Hospital Department to assume. During the year 
1947 considerable progress was made towards attain- 
ing our desired objective which is: The establishment 
of a Collection Agency within the hospital to collect 
on “‘able to pay” patients without recourse or referral 
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to the Welfare Department. The department’s position 
in this matter of collections received the support of 
the Law Department and City Auditor. Two con- 
ferences were held with his Honor the Mayor and on 
each occasion he gave his approval to the plan for a 
Collection Agency at the Boston City Hospital work- 
ing in conjunction with our settlement office. As a 
result of these conferences, the City Collector was 
delegated by his Honor the Mayor to study the col- 
lection picture at the hospital and make recommen- 
dations. The collector made a survey and has reported 
in favor of the proposed Collection Division at the 
hospital. The entire situation, however, still remains 
in an embryo stage and no definite steps have been 
taken towards setting up and putting into effect this 
new Collection Division. 

It is recommended that this proposed plan not be 
set aside because the benefits to be derived are many. 
For example: No investigation will be necessary by 
our hospital section on ‘‘able to pay” cases; conse- 
quently more intensive work can be made on those 
eases ‘‘unable to pay.”’ As a result, our relationships 
with the Commonwealth and the various cities and 
towns is bound to improve immeasurably because the 
quality of our settlement determinations will and 
should be better. On the other hand, collections from 
persons ‘‘able to pay’ should be greater because of 
the follow-up of these accounts by the proposed Col- 
lection Division at the hospital. 


FINANCIAL STATISTICS 
Expended from City Funds, year poe December 31, 


1947 : $11,589,499 37 
Expended from Federal ‘Grants, ye ar " ending December 
SL ULO4T Se Tei) tak Ce) Settee Sees D021, 00+ 99 


$17,110,554 36 
Less receipts from Commonwealth of Massachusetts, cities 





and towns, refund of aid, and miscellaneous . : . 5,308,346 68 
$11,802,207 68 

Less Federal Grants received ee : . 5,545,100 51 
Net cost of department to City of Boston . . =. ~——.-~Ss $6,257,107 17 
Aid given directly to recipients. , : . $15,498,169 14 
Less amount paid to other cities and towns. ‘ ; 59,083 81 
Actual amount given recipients in Boston . : ‘ . $15,439,085 33 


Amount of money received by city as result of depart- 
ment’s settlement activities in City Hospital. . . $106,963 63 
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NUMBER OF FAMILIES AIDED IN EAcH MONTH OF THE Past Two YEARS 


























1947 | AUB, | Dependent | Pevendent) — 1o4p | Old Ase, | nepenent | Devgan 
JanUary.....5s, 15,243 2,540 3,327 ganuary...ce% . 14,036 2,296 3,104 
February....... 15,3815 2,579 3,265 February...... 14,022 2,344 3,271 
March ...:207 2. 15,352 2,647 3,398 March......... 14,137 2,072 3,284 
Aprils yours eee. 15,419 2,697 3,478 ADTY: a oe ack: 14,245 2,433 3,181 
Mays 23 vege 15,471 2,731 3,442 Maye wc uh peas 14,347 2,473 3,120 
PONG: bs anv ees 15,578 2,782 3,364 J June... .. ssiei00e 14,386 2,500 2,953 
JULY vind aoe Ce 15,588 2,805 3,512 VIL ad inde td. 14,450 2,491 3,000 
AULUSt.. . se eee 15,733 2,798 3,015 August. 6235.73. 14,520 2,487 3,022 
September..... 15,802 2,818 3,512 September..... 14,650 2,506 2,972 
October. ... 2...) 15,906 2,847 3,537 October........ 14,828 2,509 3,030 
November...... 15,958 2,873 3,564 November..... 14,957 2,507 3,060 
December...... 16,133 2,951 3,635 December...... 15,169 2,534 3,187 


SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR LAST TwentTy—ONE YEARS 


a a a EEE ame. 


Leaving 


; Aid Gi Less Amount A ray ae Number 
vom | petite | Rene | PEM | GAVE | ache, | eae 
Bey in Boston Aided 

1947, ios-aage ess $6,257,107 17 | $15,498,169 14 $59,083 81 | $15,439,085 33 29,434 | 766,386 
NAG 3. Se womte ee 4,645,444 24 | 12,733,145 88 116,428 30 | 12,616,717 58 26,691 766,386 
1945 Gs Fea s.s 4 4,024,779 36 11,073,054 21 95,309 09 11,073,054 26 24,001 766,386 
1944. ineus uae ds 3,601,593 93 10,705,593 13 91,098 51 10,614,494 62 24,861 766,340 
1943 305) tan ee 2,278,810 27 | 10,639,345 53 135,270 60 | 10,504,074 93 27,847 767,459 
3942) ogee 4,066,411 10 | 11,706,084 40 300,366 24 11,405,718 16 35,987 768,578 
1941.5 can eeees 5,025,943 34 12,314,052 47 277,722 43 12,036,330 04 43,830 770,816 
1940. + eng wahee 7,253,482 80 | 13,556,226 02 232,419 22 | 13,323,806 80 50,605 780,000 
4939.05 ..gaece oe 7,810,335 45 | 12,840,894 43 172,683 69 | 12,668,210 74 52,333 817,713 
1938... 33. ee 7,534,640 33 | 11,910,385 14 251,357 57 | 11,659,027 57 52,463 817,713 
1937... Seust see 7,235,769 68 10,712,461 74 215,245 68 10,497,216 06 41,980 808,504 
1936. ci ecte saga 7,819,232 10 9,801,984 34 169,648 30 9,632,336 04 43,831 825,537 
1985.5 seo. tee 9,356,295 70 10,835,181 01 190,543 96 10,664,637 05 49,610 $17,713 
1934, oss» same 11,127,401 91 12,445,261 71 153,793 79 12,301,467 92 43,672 796,540 
1933.50 6 ss eens 12,569,980 28 13,593,447 72 57,496 54 13,535,951 18 45,777 793,308 
1983)... 1 ta 11,295,791 96 | 11,969,415 96 38,828 54 | 11,930,587 42 40,672 790,076 
AL} eu 6,761,640 14 7,098,088 54 27,562 64 7,070,525 90 24,770 786,844 
1940. ,..3.:4 3,257,910 11 3,667,560 63 89,402 31 3,578,158 32 11,478 805,100 
AOSD: in win code 2,089,995 19 2,480,382 42 58,513 93 2,421,868 49 7,463 805,100 
by. ee 2,005,462 34 2,195,529 83 82,202 63 2,113,327 20 6,777 799,000 
1987 ia cks beanies 1,703,084 14 1,912,073 95 79,438 43 1,832,635 52 6,061 790,000 


ne SN EE 
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Trust FuNpDsS 


The total amount of the trust funds administered by 
this department as a corporation, including accumu- 
lated income, is now $835,829.70. There are 18 trust 
funds, all of which are administered according to the 
wishes of the donors as interpreted from time to time 
by the Board with the advice of the Law Department. 


Applicants for trust pensions must have a legal resi- 
dence here, must be at least 50 years of age, and must 
be old residents of Boston. 

The number of beneficiaries now aided from the 
Pemberton, the Boylston Relief, the David Sears 
Charity, the Moses Hunt, the Thayer, the Rachel T. 
Stevens, the Stoughton, Goodnow, and Jeffries Funds 
is 58. During the year one has died, two were trans- 
ferred to Old Age Assistance, and five were discontinued 
for other reasons. Fifteen new names have been added. 

A total amount of $14,752.26 was distributed to these 
pensioners during the year. 

During the year there has been paid $431.76 from the 
income of the Boylston Education Fund, and there are 
now three children who are beneficiaries of this fund. 

This department has also made grants of money from 
the income of the Lucy Bullman Charity, amounting in 
the aggregate to $120. 

The interest accruing from the Mason Fund was 
divided among six ¢haplains, Hebrew, Protestant, and 
Catholic, at the House of Industry at Deer Island. 

For summary of terms of the trust funds, see page 21. 


Boston Ciry HospiraL 


This department determines legal settlements of per- 
sons admitted to the Boston City Hospital. 

The department collects from the Commonwealth 
and cities and towns the amount due on account of 
persons settled elsewhere than in the City of Boston, 
with the exception of persons admitted to the South 
Department. Collections in these cases are made by 
the City Collector. All receipts on account of such 
care at the Boston City Hospital are turned over by 
this department to the trustees of the Boston City 
Hospital. However, the salaries paid to the staff who 
work in the Settlement Department at the Boston City 
Hospital are charged to the appropriation of this 
department. 
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The amounts collected during 1947 are as follows: 


From the Commonwealth of Massachusetts . : : . $76,533 75 
From cities and towns “ ” ’ ; A ; ; ‘ 30,429 88 
Total . $106,963 63 


Received by the City C Collector on account of South h Depart- 





ment cases 32,125 50 
Grand total . ; ; ! ; ; , ; : . $139,089 13 
Settlement records on admission to the hospital: 
State notified on : ; 5 1 : . 12,256 
Cities and towns notified on . ¢ : : , 2,725 
14,981 
Taq Days 


During the year there were issued 11 licenses to sell 
buttons and other small articles under chapter 101, 
section 33, General Laws. One society was refused a 
license, as it was unable to comply with the rules and 
regulations laid down by the Board. 

The receipts and expenditures during the year are 
shown in detail by reports of the secretary and treasurer 


which follow. 


Respectfully submitted, 


In behalf of the Overseers of the Public Welfare, 
Louis P. Lronarp, Chairman. 
WituramM G. O’Hars, Secretary. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDI- 
TURES, 1947 ACCOUNT 








RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand sae LS i a ere ey Py $172,635 12 
Petty cash. a1 pasa rea! 7 1,200 00 
Drafts on City Treasurer and Loan Account: 
Central Office ; Pitti a at a . $11,478,631 98 
Temporary Home as ee 26,217 14 
Wayfarers’ Lodge : : ’ 32,637 91 
Department Equipment Loan . : 12,014 76 
Department Motor Equipment Loan 1,627 16 
11,551,128 95 
Drafts on Federal Grants: 
Aid to Dependent Children eae $857,000 00 
Old Age Assistance. : 4,313,000 00 
Aid to Dependent Children Adminis- 
tration ‘ 73,900 33 
Old Age Assistance Administration . 277,154 66 


—— 5,521,054 99 
Reimbursement for NR Rendered: 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts . $4,863,325 20 








Cities and towns . : Alene : 75,309 03 
Refunds . = Le Pe ds - 90,894 97 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts ; 
Civilian War Assistance . ERS 3,288 36 
— — 5,082,817 56 
Collections for Aid in Boston City Hospital are A 106,963 638 
Miscellaneous Collections: 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 
Meal Tax . : : ’ é : $275,361 77 
WiBOCUANOOUS Term tie !) a4 ye 127 35 
See eae 275,489 12 
$22,661,289 37 
EXPENDITURES 
General Relief . : ‘ , ; ; . $1,676,610 75 
Aid to Dependent Children x : ; ; : - . 38,445,541 31 - 
APD ARG PASSISLEDCEWenwerneenes 5 <s us | see ee 10,435,827' 58 
Total Relief Expenditures . . . «. = «. ~~ «© $15,557,979 64 
General Expenditures: 
Salaries from Appropriation , : $988,050 52 
Salaries from Federal Grant : : 328,555 54 
Unliquidated Reserve a wt 1,295 33 
Total Salaries . “ 4 . : : : : »., 1,317,901 39 
Administration Buildings . .  . $20,874 34 
Administration Expenditures. ; 131,268 90 
Administration Expenses, Federal 
Grant . : : 22,459 45 
Equipment Repl: ncement, Reserve 
Fund ° . . . . . ° 
174,602 69 


Carried forward ‘ ; ‘ eh Beat SYA OS Bye 
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Brought forward ; ; : : : a : . $17,050,483 72 
Temporary Home . ? é : . : d 7 : 26,755 85 
Wayfarers’ Lodge . : . : : : , r : 33,314 79 


Grand Total, Relief and Administration Expenditures, $17,110,554 36 


City Collector . : : ; ‘ : ; : : . 5,308,346 68 
Boston City Hospital ; : : : : 106,985 89 
Cash on hand December ah 1947 : : : ‘ : 134,068 70 
Petty cash . : : ; : ; : 1,200 00 
Unallocated receipts. ; : ‘ : - ; : : 133 74 


$22,661,289 37 


DETAIL OF EXPENDITURES 
General Relief: 





(ashy inc CHECKS ate he eee ee oes $1,510,280 65 
Fuel : ; ; ; ; 68,987 10 
Cities and towns . : ; : s 24,054 73 
Burials. : 24,623 20 
Surplus Commodity Distribution . 21,731 06 
Groceries : : : 21,079 76 
Medical . : : : : : : 3,467 23 
Rent : shall bie soa : 2,312 55 
Miscellaneous. e ; : : : 74 47 . 
: ———_——— $1,676,610 75 
Aid to eependen Children: 
Cash : ee $3,445,471 31 
Burials. ; : : ; , : 40 00° 
Physicians . : : : : ‘ 30 00 
—————— $3,445,541 31 
Old Age Assistance: 
Cash noe. .  « $10,112,826 64 
Boston City Hospital .. Ve a ee 239,561 28 
Cities and towns . : L : : 35,029 08 
Burials. ; : : ‘ - ; 35,147 30 
Medical . nie ir : 7 5,975 22 
Board and care ©. ; : : ; 6,781 28 
Rent : : : : ; : 474 28 
Miscellaneous. : me Pee : 32 50 
$10,435,827 58 


Administration Expenses: 





Salaries . #. : $884,843 94 
Salaries paid from, Redaral Grants. 328,555 54 
Office expenses... : : ; 147,491 98 
Transportation . : : 6,236 37 
Administration Building “Expendi- 
tures, including salaries . : ; 60,225 86 
—— $1,427,353 69 
Salaries, Boston City Hospital . . . . . . 65,150 39 


$1,492,504 08 


Total Expenditures, Central Office : ; : ; $17,050,483 72 
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Temporary Home: 


Salaries . . ; : eA RS $10,063 34 
Food ee iL: es eh ee 7,437 24 
Repairs : é : : 4,378 54 
Furniture and fixtures — 2,208 74 
Wearing apparel 702 24 
Gas 633 35 
Laundry and cleaning . 503 01 
Telephone : 270 82 
Medical supplies 162 64 
Transportation 101 60 
Chemicals and disinfectants 85 47 
Tools and instruments 49 56 
Electrical supplies 32 74 
Miscellaneous 126 56 
Total Expenditures $26,755 85 
Plus estimated cost of heating 12,045 17 
$38,801 02 
Less receipts for board 1,991 27 
Waytarers’ Lodge: 
Salaries . : $9,127 02 
Food 12,969 65 
Repairs . 4,927 76 
Furniture and fixtures — : - 1,605 90 
Fuel oF, sti 1,655 22 
Gas and electricity iC ory ~ 1,065 61 
Wearing apparel 1,014 50 
Laundry and cleaning . 384 34 
Chemicals and disinfectants 370 62 
Tools and instruments 99 85 
Medical . 28 38 
Miscellaneous 38 60 
Electrical supplies. 27 34 
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$36,809 75 





$33,314 79 





DETAIL OF EXPENDITURES FOR ADMINISTRATION 


BUILDING 

Salaries : $39,351 52 
Electricity . : ; : oe ee 5,699 15 
Fuel . : : ; ; : ? : 3,968 39 
Repairs ; , ‘ ; : 11,206 80 

$60,225 86 

Deduct estimated cost of Pais 
Temporary Home . oR 


12,045 17 


$48,180 69 





PAYMENTS TO CiTy COLLECTOR FOR YEAR 1947 


Receipts from Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts: 
Chapter 117 . $168,661 74 
Chapter 118 . 993,186 52 
Chapter 118A 3,692,970 53 
Carried forward Ua. eee $4,854,818 79 


Brought forward 
Burials : é 
Temporary Home 


Meal Tax 


Receipts from Cities and Towns: 
Chapter 117 . 
Chapter 118A 


Refunds, Special Account: 
Chapter Ly, 
Chapter 118 . 
Chapter 118A 
Burials 
Temporary Home 
Miscellaneous 


Miscellaneous Collections 


Total . 


City DocuMENT 


IND Sa. 


$4,854,818 79 
10,884 00 
950 77 


$4,866,653 56 
275,361 77 


$26,436 07 
48,872 96 


$16,325 63 
3,990 47 
63,874 79 
5,560 08 
1,040 50 
103 50 


$5,142,015 33 


75,309 03 


90,894 97 
127 35 


. $5,308,346 68 





PAYMENTS TO Boston City HosprtTaL 


From Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
From cities and towns : 


$30,452 14 
76,533 75 


$106,985 89 





FEDERAL GRANTS RECEIVED IN 1947 


Aid to Dependent Children — Relief Grant 


Old Age Assistance — Relief Grant 


Aid to Dependent Children — Administration Grant. 
Old Age Assistance — Administration Grant 


LOtLal 7, 


$857,127 26 
4,313,922 55 
89,334 68 
284,716 02 


$5,545,100 51 
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TRUST FUNDS IN THE HANDS OF THE 
OVERSEERS OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE 





Pemberton Fund.— This fund comprises bequests and 
vifts made to the City of Boston from 1760 to the 
present time from ‘A. B.,” Daniel Oliver, Margaret 
Blackader, Alice Quick, Anne Wheelwright, Mary Ire- 
land, Benjamin Pemberton, Martha Stevens, Mrs. H. 
Driscoll, William Breed, Samuel Eliot, John Coffin Jones, 
Mary Belknap, ‘‘A Citizen of Boston,’’ Anonymous, 
Miss Dr. Harriot K. Hunt, George Higginson, Walter 
E. Hawes, William B. Spooner, Rebecca A. Goddard, 
Matilda Goddard, and Richard C. Humphreys. The 
most important, however, of the bequests was from 
Benjamin Pemberton, Esq., whose will was proved 
June 25, 1782, and for that reason his name has been 
given to the fund. The income of this fund is to be 
expended, at the discretion of the overseers, in semi- 
annual payments to the poor of the city. 

Boylston Relief and Education Funds.— These funds 
were from a bequest of John Boylston, who died in 
London, England. His will was proved June 12, 1795. 
One portion of the bequests is ordered to be paid to “‘ poor 
and decayed householders of the town of Boston, not 
under fifty years of age, persons of good character, and 
reduced by the acts of Providence, not by indolence, 
extravagance, or other vice.” The other portion to be 
applied to the ‘‘nurture and instruction of poor orphan 
and deserted children of the town of Boston until four- 
teen years of age.” 

Mason Fund.— A bequest from Jonathan Mason, by 
will dated July 15, 1798, interest to be paid annually “to 
the standing chaplain of the almshouse and workhouse, 
or by whatever other name called,” interest to be added 
until one is appointed. The interest is now distributed 
annually towards the salaries of the chaplains of the 
House of Industry at Deer Island. 

Dexter Fund.— A bequest from Samuel Dexter, by 
will dated May 7, 1811, “for supplying with firewood 
or coal such poor persons, objects of charity, as are not 
supported in the almshouse, though sometimes relieved 
by the Overseers of the Poor.”’ 

Jeffries Fund.— A bequest by David Jeffries, former 
Town Treasurer. Will dated January, 1786: ‘Income 
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to be applied to the purchase of tea, coffee, chocolate 
and sugar for the refreshment of those persons, who in 
the providence of God, are, or shall be, reduced and 
obliged to take shelter in the almshouse, after having 
lived reputably; the Overseers of the Poor to be judges 
as to the persons, but always giving the preference to 
the pious poor.”’ 

In 1908 the Supreme Court decreed that in addition 
to the above provisions of the will the income of this 
fund could be used by the Overseers of the Poor in their 
discretion for the benefit of Boston poor outside of the 
almshouse. 

Lucy Bullman Charityx— Consists of an estate on 
Cambridge and Joy streets, in this city, which came into 
the possession of the City of Boston in accordance with 
the will of Lucy Bullman, proved at Probate Court, 
Suffolk County, January 9, 1832, in which it is provided 
that, upon the death of certain persons therein named, 
said estate is given to the City of Boston upon the con- 
dition that the estate should never be sold, but the 
income used for the benefit of the poor. By a vote of | 
the City Council, approved by the Mayor January 4, 
1873, this estate was placed in charge of the Overseers 
of the Poor. 

The David Sears Charity is a fund contributed by the 
late Hon. David Sears for the relief of the poor, the 
income only to be expended “‘in aid and for the support 
of citizens or families who may have seen better days, 
and for charity in all its forms in such a manner as may 
best tend to alleviate the sufferings of human life and 
render the condition of the poor more comfortable.” 

Pierce Fuel Fund.—The legacy of Caleb Pierce to 
the city of Charlestown, accepted by the City Council 
of that city May, 1861: ‘Income to be expended .in 
the purchase of fuel to be distributed to those indigent 
widows whose husbands, before their decease, had 
resided in Charlestown at least one year, and the said 
widows still continuing to reside in Charlestown at the 
time of receiving said bounty.” 

Holton Protestant Poor Fund.—A bequest by James 
Holton to the inhabitants of the town of Brighton: 
‘Income to be annually expended forever in purchasing 
and distributing provisions among poor and indigent 
Protestant families in said town of Brighton on Thanks- 
giving or other holidays, or just previous to such holi- _ 
days, to the end that such poor Protestant families 
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may have the means, in some degree, of enjoying such 
holidays in common with their fellow-citizens; and I 
especially direct that in such periodical distributions 
unmarried Protestant females who are poor and needy 
shall receive a liberal share of provisions, and also other 
articles of comfort, such as such distributors shall deem 
to be the most conducive to the comfort and happiness 
of that lone class of citizens.”’ 

Holton Protestant Pauper Fund.—A bequest by James 
Holton to the inhabitants of the town of Brighton: 
“Income to be annually expended, in whole or in part, 
as necessity of circumstances may require, by the 
selectmen of said town, in providing good and plentiful 
meals on Thanksgiving Day, or other holidays, to the 
Protestant paupers of said Brighton. If the whole of 
said income shall not be required to be so expended, 
then the surplus shall be added to the principal, and if 
such principal shall ever become thus augmented to 
three thousand dollars or more, then the surplus interest 
or income, over what shall be necessary for furnishing 
said festive meals on said holidays, may be expended by 
said selectmen for the comfort of the Protestant paupers 
of said Brighton in such a manner as said selectmen 
shall judge best and most conducive to the comfort and 
happiness of such paupers.”’ 

Stoughton Poor Fund—A bequest of Lieut.-Gov. 
William Stoughton, who died July 7, 1701. By his will 
he gave £50 to the relief of the poor of Dorchester, to 
be improved by the care of the selectmen, the income 
to be distributed to the most needy inhabitants. 

Goodnow Fund.—A bequest of Elisha Goodnow (to 
be paid over upon the decease of his wife) to the City of 
Boston and its assigns, ‘‘to be invested and the income 
applied forever to and for the relief, assistance and sup- 
port of the poor, sick and infirm in said city, not sup- 
ported by the said city in its almshouse, in such manner 
as the said city, or the government or officers thereof, 
may deem most judicious, but without reference to the 
religious faith or belief of those who may apply for or 
need the assistance of this fund.’”’ Five thousand 
dollars, received April 29, 1885. 

Rachel T. Stevens Fund.—A bequest of Rachel T. 
Stevens, the net income to be paid (after the death of 
a person named in the will) “for the support and main- 
tenance of poor, worthy, Protestant single women of 
Boston, who have arrived at the age of 50 years (not 
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including widows), paying to each of such women during 
her life the sum of one hundred dollars in semiannual 
payments. Upon the marriage of any beneficiary under 
this will no further payment of money is to be made 
to her, nor is any further payment of income to be made 
to any beneficiary who becomes unworthy of help under 
this trust.’ 

Moses Hunt Fund for the Destitute—A legacy from 
the late Moses Hunt: ‘The income to be devoted to 
the relief and welfare of Protestant destitute residents 
of that part of said Boston which was Charlestown.” 

Nathaniel Frederic Thayer Fund.—A_ bequest of 
Caroline C. Thayer (who died about 1891), to be paid 
over to the city after the death of two sisters, the last 
of whom died in September, 1899. The fund was 
received in May, 1900. “Income to be annually 
appropriated for the benefit and use of Protestant 
widows and single women, without distinction of color, 
preference always to be given to those who have seen 
better days.” 


In August, 1900, a small sum was received under the. 


will of Susan°T. Balch, which was ‘added to this fund in 
accordance with the wish of the donor. 

Thorndike Fund.—Extract from will of George L. 
Thorndike, proved June 11, 1901: ‘‘I give, devise and 
bequeath to the City of Boston ten thousand dollars 
($10,000) in trust forever; the income from the same is 
to purchase coal to be distributed to deserving widowed 
women of East Boston.’’ By a vote of the City Council, 
approved by the Mayor December 19, 1907, the income 
of the fund is paid to this Board. 

Rowe Fund.—Legacy from the estate of Ransom 
Rowe. No express grant in the will beyond the mere 
gift of $1,000. Mr. Rowe’s attorney has stated that 
some years ago, when Mr. Rowe was very young man, 
he and a friend of his were furnished with accommoda- 
tions at the Lodge, which he always remembered. It 
was with the idea that he was assisting others who 
might be in similar circumstances that this gift was 
made. 
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OVERSEERS OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE, 1947 


—_———_. 


Terms Expire April 30, 1948 


SopHig M. FRIEDMAN JOHN J. KEARNEY 
JOHN J. WALSH Mark F. Russo 


Terms Expire April 30, 1949 
MARGARET J. GOOKIN P. Eywarp Murray 
J. JOSEPH CALLAHAN Louis P. LEonarp 


Terms Expire April 30, 1950 


IsaABEL C. CONNELLY Epwarp H. WILLEY 
Tuomas M. GEMELLI Simon FE. Hecut 





February 5, 1947 — Mr. Frederick J. Celata resigned. 

March 25, 1947 — Mr. Thomas M. Gemelli appointed for unexpired 
term of Mr. Celata. 

April 28, 1947 — Mrs. Eva Whiting White resigned. 

April 30, 1947 — Mr. Simon E. Hecht appointed. 
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COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD 
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1947 


Investigation and Relief 
All members of the Board 


Office Committee 


Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly 
Mr. Edward H. Willey 

Mr. J. Joseph Callahan 
Mr. P. Edward Murray 
Mr. Mark Russo 


Temporary Home 
_ Miss Sophie M. Friedman 
Mrs. Margaret J. Gookin 
Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly 


Trust and Special Funds 


Mr. Simon E. Hecht 
Mrs. Margaret J. Gookin 
Mr. John J. Walsh 


Wayfarers’ Lodge 


Mr. J. Joseph Callahan 
Mr. P. Edward Murray 
Mr. Mark Russo 


Aid to Dependent Children 


Mr. Mark Russo 
Miss Sophie M. Friedman 
Mr. P. Edward Murray 


General Relief 


Mrs. Margaret J. Gookin 
Mr. J. Joseph Callahan 
Mr. Thomas M. Gemelli 
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Licenses for Receiving Contributions in Public Places 


Miss Sophie M. Friedman 
Mr. Thomas M. Gemelli 
Mr. John J. Kearney 


Bureau of Old Age Assistance 
Mr. Edward H. Willey 
Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly 
Mr. Simon E. Hecht 


Annual Report 


Mr. John J. Walsh 
Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly 
Mrs. Margaret J. Gookin 


Building Committee 


Mr. P. Edward Murray 
Miss Sophie M. Friedman 
Mr. J. Joseph Callahan 
Mr. John J. Kearney 


Finance and Accounts 


Mr. Edward H. Willey 
Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly 
Mr. Simon E. Hecht 
Miss Sophie M. Friedman 


The Chairman of the Board is ex officio a member of 
each committee. 


Mrs. Isabel C. Connelly will act for the Board on 
petitions of guardians and cases of illegitimate children. 
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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD FROM ITS REORGANIZATION 
IN 1864 


(Overseers of the Poor were first chosen in Boston in 1691) 


Allen, Ira, 1868 to August 20, 1875. 

Amory, Thomas C., 1864 to April, 1883. 

Atkins, Ebenezer, 1864 to December 31, 1867. 

Ayer, James B., April, 1890, to May, 1893. 

Bailey, Joseph T., November, 1866, to 1871. 

Bell, Tilton 8., November, 1927, to December, 1929. 

Bigelow, Alanson, 1875 to April, 1881. 

Blasland, Thomas, 1866 to September 5, 1893. 

Brant, John, May, 1903, to 1912. 

Brogna, Vincent, February, 1930, to May, 1932. 

Bronstein, Morris, May, 1923, to May, 1934. 

Buckley, Joseph, 1864 to 1875. 

Burnham, Daniel S., April, 1885, to May, 1891. 

Cabot, Frederick P., July, 1908, to May, 1912. 

Calhoun, William I., May, 1912, to November, 1913. 

Callahan, J. Joseph, April 30, 1946, to date. 

Campbell, B. F., October, 1882, to July, 1888. 

Campbell, Isaac T., 1873 to June, 1899. 

Carr, Charles L., March, 1919, to April, 1922. 

Caton, Asa H., December, 1890, to 1893. 

Celata, Frederick J., April, 1942, to February 5, 1947. 

Colby, John H., May, 1908, to September, 1909. 

Coleman, Charles, 1893, to May, 1896. 

Conley, James H., May, 1900, to September, 1906. 

Connelly, Isabel C., May, 1935, to date. 

Crane, P. M., 1870 to August 13, 1882. 

Crowley, James J., October, 1925, to December, 1926. 

Cruft, Samuel B., 1871 to 1877. 

Cummings, Joseph A., May, 1917, to March, 1919. 

Cunningham, Henry V., 1893 to April, 1898. 

Curry, M. C., 1883 to May, 1896. 

Curtis, Frances G., May, 1934, to May, 1937. 

‘Curtis, George, 1876 to September, 1878. 

Dailey, William F., July, 1939, to April, 1942. 

Daly, Franklin P., May, 1911, to November, 1927 (died). 

Davis, James G., 1880 to 1886. 

Day, Frederick W., May, 1898, to January, 1899. 

Derby, William P., October, 1907, to May, 1908. 

Dore, John P., 1879 to May, 1891. 

Downey, Thomas, Jr., 1887 to April, 1890; May, 1891, to 
January, 1895, and May, 1902, to May, 1910. 

Drew, William J., October, 1920, to May, 1922. 

Eiseman, Gertrude, March, 1919, to May, 1921. 

Elliot, Oliver C., June 6, 1929, to February, 1930. 

Fabyan, George, 1869 te May 25, 1874. 
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Feeney, Joseph F., June, 1922, to 1925. 

Feinberg, Philip, September, 1935, to April, 1946. 

Finn, William J., July, 1934, to June, 1942 (died). 

Fisher, Andrew P., April, 1889, to May, 1893. 

Fitzpatrick, John H., May, 1912, to August, 1916. 

Folsom, Martha W., November, 1900, to 1912. 

Forsyth, Thomas A., April, 1914, to December, 1914. 

Fowler, William P., April, 1889, to July, 1918. 

Fox, Charles J., June, 1932, to July, 1934. 

Friedman, Solomon, 1886 to December, 1890. 

Friedman, Sophie, May, 1921, to date. 

Gargan, Thomas J., 1874 to 1875. 

Gemelli, Thomas M., March 25, 1947, to date. 

Gevalt, Nina, February, 1926, to December, 1926. 

Gookin, Margaret J.. May, 1908, to June, 1929, and June, 
1930, to date. 

Gorman, William, 1877 to January, 1880. 

Greene, Patrick J., October, 1900, to March 27, 1910. 

Greene, P. Robert, May, 1910, to May, 1914. 

Griffin, Martin, 1864 to 1869. 

Hale, Charles F., December, 1917, to 1925. 

Hale, George 8., 1865 to 1871. 

Harwood, Mrs. Bartlett, May, 1937, to December, 1942. 

Hecht, Simon E., May, 1908, to December, 1926, and May, 
1930, to May, 1934, and April 30, 1947, to date. 

Heller, Nathan A., December, 1926, to June, 1930, and June, 
1932, to February, 1934. 

Howland, Frank B., March, 1930, to June, 1930. 

Hull, Liverus, 1874 to April, 1883. 

Humphreys, Richard C., May, 1890, to September, 1898. 

Hurley, Grace M., May, 1922, to February, 1929. 

Hyneman, Bernard, May, 1902, to May, 1908. 

Johnson, George H., October, 1926, to March, 1930. 

Jordan, Michael J., May, 1902, to May, 1903. 

Kearney, John J., May 2, 1944, to date. 

Kerrigan, Michael A., April, 1898, to October, 1900. 

Lally, Thomas F., June, 1910, to December, 1919. 

Lamb, John, 1891 to May, 1897. 

Lawrence, William R., 1864 to November, 1865. 

Leahy, Margaret, January, 1914, to March, 1919, and May,. 
1920, to May, 1926. 

Leonard, Louis P., June, 1943, to date. 

Leonardi, Frank M., May, 1934, to August, 1938. 

Leveroni, Frank, May, 1922, to December, 1926. 

Lincoln, F. W., May, 1867, to April, 1878. 

Little, James L., November, 1865, to November, 1876. 

Logue, Charles, May, 1896, to January, 1898. 

Lombard, Lawrence M., May, 1934, to 1935. 

Lothrop, Loring, 1864 to April, 1870. 

Lyne, Daniel J., March, 1919, to 1923. 
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Lyons, Joseph B., M.D., March, 1919, to June, 1922. 
McCarthy, John J., July 1939, to April, 1944 (died). 
McLean, Charles R., 1868 to 1871. 

McMahon, Cornelia G., June, 1930, to 1935. 
McMurry, James A., May, 1934, to February, 1938 (died). 
MeVey, John R., April, 1915, to May, 1920. 

Madden, Daniel A., 1883 to April, 1889. 

Mahoney, Charles J., June 2, 1933, to May, 1934. 
Maloney, James P., March, 1930, to August, 1931. 
Martin, Miles, M.D., November, 1909, to April 1914. 
Moynihan, James J., February 11, 1927, to March, 1930. 
Mudarri, Assad, December 10, 1929, to May, 1932. 
Mullen, Matthew J., July, 1897, to May, 1900. 
Murray, P. Edward, February, 1942, to date. 

Nazro, Frederic H., March, 1900, to May, 1902. 
Newell, Otis K., July, 1888, to May, 1891. 

Newmarch, 8., 1864 to 1865. 

North, Frederick O., May, 1905, to May, 1908. 
O’Brien, John, 1871 to 1874. 

O’Brien, Louise S., April, 1898, to May, 1901. 

Parker, Agnes E., August, 1932, to February, 1934. 
Parker, Augustus, November, 1878, to April, 1880. 
Parker, Charles F., June, 1895, to May, 1898. 

Parker, F. E., 1864 to 1875. 

Patton, John 8., May, 1902, to May, 1904. 

Pickering, H. W., 1875 to April, 1884. 

Pierce, J. Homer, October, 1898, to April, 1902. 
Plummer, Henry L., M.D., January, 1899, to May, 1902. 
Potter, H. Staples, 1916 to June, 1917. 

Power, Hale, May, 1932, to June, 1932. 

Prescott, Washington L., 1875 to December, 1878. 
Quinn, Annie E., May, 1899, to May, 1908. 

Ratigan, Thomas H., February, 1927, to December, 1929. 
Reade, Vincent deP., January, 1916, to March, 1919. 
Richards, Henry L., 1877 to August, 1878. 

Richards, Joel, 1864 to 1866. 

Ring, Thomas F., November, 1878, to April, 1887. 
Rockwell, George A., March, 1919, to September, 1926. 
Rogers, Annette P., 1891 to October, 1900. 

Russo, Mark, December, 1944, to date. 

Sasserno, Joseph, February, 1939, to August, 1944. 
Sawin, Samuel D., April, 1884, to July, 1890. 

Sawyer, Edwin F., May, 1904, to May, 1907. 

Scanlan, Evelyn H., February 26, 1929, to May, 1930. 
Scott, John A., April, 1881, to April, 1884. 

Spooner, William B., 1864 to 1868. 

Spooner, William H., May, 1901, to May, 1905. 
Sproules, Thomas, 1883, to May, 1920. 

Stackpole, Stephen A., 1880 to April, 1883. 

Stone, James H., December, 1919, to December, 1926. 


Interest on City notes. 


Interest on United States bonds 














Trust Funds — Income Account, January 1, 1947, to December 31, 1947 














































































Torats 
x a 
$19,931 35 
2,000 00 
25,738 77 
662 50 
525 00 
St 
855 00 
12 19 
Saisias wa $14,752 26 
cvcceseews 431 76 
yialy ete aieiens 185 00 
iia acelelst sie s 204 36 
pcepeisialvisia'e’ 225 00 
caeeen a se hse 3 50 
a2 eee 33,923 77 








$49,725 65] $49,725 65 


Lucy BuLLMAN Davin Sears Pierce HoutTon Hotton StovaHTon RacHet STEVENS Moses Hunt NATHANIEL THORNDIKE 
Dexter Funp Jerrrms Fonp PROTESTANT PROTESTANT Goopnow Funp Founp FoR THE FREDERIC Funp Rowe Funp 
Curarity Funp Cuariry Fonp Fur. Funp Pivean Fano Poon Een Poor Funp Tarver Funp 
{ | 

2 «) 2 8 2 3 8 

= 2 ; = g ; % F 8 3 2 = 2 % 2 q 2 q z 2 z 2 5 

2 a 2 o a oy a 2 a 3 a oo Q 2 a ° a 2 2 = 2 _ = 

& 3 a 8 ir] & 3 8 3 E 3 8 3 8 | 8 i & & > & g 5 

3 3 a a é a 3 2 ee| a g Saale ha! ore 2 2 a g . | 8°} 3 

~ =x a Ay <7 Ay a= a & a & Ay i=] Ay & By & ae By & oy & Ry 

$493 61].........1$1,257 OO]......... $4,593 75)......... SETBO OGRE. orccsics <5 $572 46)........ $93 50]......... $173 48]........ S101 44 | Goce nici 5 SIS 24). oe aiciee cf $48 BOf ci. ent SEBS 42h. c cos. SL420 OD. cc. severe Seppl 15). ..06-.: S162 Bil 6ci0-> Sore 

nah ce anes rae eee he Wutalels ase a Sinaniols meisisis © <ia\he's tly aa cin wie c's oS ci c.as |e es cm isle © «ais. e'o.crarnc.s fev ors oforsic.ef ceo oe ote leicacaeeecllueoeccecc|<ccces aes VRUEUGT eon ge saad easee ag| Begs > bodeoulohel pao stoted | bdouteod \weooueod Bonoocoed BOARChOsG Bao: SB GESROBAGS ASSGAAEnA Arts SeeM EeSesR nN peesgeoe reas P2i|: ape || GR ee aeons | eoeeee 
PAU gare |mmtic 2) OV san anes 78D) 14 oie ates Cyt ure Saagondeard 42) BOT... «denne TS2 261 Ns sical SB GS octane Bay DOT serrte aittaia, Dee 25) 5 oie osnrecinss 20d OD Lcmiiseaassf i C1648]. c0cc eo. 8 L106 OM etc ceeeMEO 20]. cei p esse lacace ale cas cence 

Re icasconaed nme) 2/6 Sraceeee OSGi aeigare « BT RE CeO B20) OnoHS Oo) BESIEG 107 neo obec REACHSOCE| MOORTSHE GeCrrrIae Ce Rea oadoe Bi G4). anand) (ODO demo tesdBl IO) TOL esacmastehh |  ROTOUT tae come MBS OO) vias uns ac'oBe scien scale spire 

Riese Sia ele |'<'Simlsivcoje/ace fl aleis sin eis/vie,]Cjcisiete/ns sia] aie ese dlatmsicitreieiarass ac LYS MTS sonooddellh onaescKdE| Pagncooobel hoanenog EERE C4 [ooco oneal Hbospaene Bosccoad iebocood |Aacdceosd Boococand bobs: SAM AGED RCAes Booeednen Pesaccced PAAnAGeS ECMeaena Soran aee ies eee.) | rs eis 

Se boat co] BOSCROnOG BOCDODORG OCCEOdEOd GOBREEL <4] Sacsccied DCCCACOee GEpncmeate LOLI ccoor cand | oodoubE ORME: . cc bone anode beondaced Gaote les lecsencod igosunpcod Gaancdtesd Face SMB IBSSEEESGy RSGRBASoe Sc coSSCRs EE AG SonN Heeenn es Mee A ee || SR Pee Gee omens (eee ee 

Seared Lone ele rabeeniece €Ginieibiat ey she Esta: pial sitiaiste B'sit)3, + «(mate fiainiejeteterelarefl wie, uieieyale evs |\s-srorerele.o<> «ll el ojs\n'sia 4/4 6ie\] a oa ieeieiec¥e) al] a's, ates eveie'L aie s o'steigtel| Siais-g ste /e1s isiele eaieiciele ORE a eecbe Bodcuooud Pouccoord bon; ag Bogserads bdessdatn paar cae td Boerner Peers Ceo iw he 6 ER ee ee Bie 

Sno on codn) \pcacen omg SeDOCR -o SLO OOM rere eperetates tae LLCO ret tena ratetataral| eB ci stio DO | snereyiaest' all ain! ss abemeMpll MHatwewrsts slats [ erase, ala, < cro l[ayatviecesPdall clelete-sseisuc ereleleleleaeiedctsfeeree Ace @MMEMM. «| vc die srevereoWl Gre o'src'e ove [lovciere afaaielePles cgmelees $625 00 dn ieiwieee ws ha ctinioisinle, cE Na wine's 

Wirt araret SLO LOOT ora «a's eel Pheteteecee ats ll cine oj ckarsiel|'s: erciaiete ra cetelll faist'a'e,areyeonis|fiarelarecciatavsrays state eip/e)a\afe\| eveier oie) elsfole Hotel eiMME « « «|| \e:6-0\uie e\01e fh o\ais\eja.a'e-0 wi 8’a|0ie}s/0.4/ai> Bvie\sin.¢ie\aie ell oiu's pre w\a’saale's e/s-c's occas gown SIEGE « « 0 «| x </x/sicle aca clle'eatesisocfle<'ecane 

ister rent | bars escces cee mica ass Mista afatsainlatalhs | efeloral sre)ois=il seit seioie/sier~ 4 vielaieialeinsarein||\s/ajeyp o(eiehnivieHtsel0\e\e1ecenifla ncn .-’=tstelsviniieinie\cce/mi(e(@is\ale,a\ait (all 1e\m\e rotee/«\f\n\siehaive's/ol]n)oie:¥ 9)9\6.0)*{]{¢\«.e))ais\0\e|le ]era fall « «°«\] o:e\vroie a1sinisf)sio'sin.s a aimiaife osios,«isios[lcin sivaialeaefae see wc aPs onuresccelicccecececHlGeMh ....lcccsccescPeccacccs $3 50 

wieinhate(e arere 495 61 1,605 76).........] 5,798 25}..........| 6,499 43) $230 82].........] $379 13) 1,942 54].........| $1,990 74]........) 158 61 

| —————. << fr lym ~ cr \y—oem ~ae—_— [-——————_— |__| rl cri_—c“_i——uc“_\i—— —— _—_—_$—$____ —_see ‘aes eases 
| $720 61) $720 61/$1,615 76] $1,615 76) $5,913 25] $5,913 25] $13,994 93] $13,994 93] $614 96] $614 96] $275 76| $275 76] $234 55] $234 55] $230 82] $230 82] $379 13] $379 13 $1,135 2&| $1,135 25] $1,113 65) $1,113 65) $2,567 54) $2,567 54] $1,990 74| $1,990 74] $162 11| $162 | 
——————oooeoaea— oo ?:$. |?39>. —————e_©§0.ecooo_>_mwoww————q«—s—sa>sSsSs9999sqoqq___000(0 0 —_—vw~«xouona+—6«S80—+80@—»—q0—_0_0@$OS0S 99S 








Boston, December 31, 1947, 
Epwagp H. Witter, Treasurer, 
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Stuart, Frederick W., December, 1896, to April, 1906. 

Sullivan, Daniel F., 1893 to June, 1895. 

Sweetser, John, December, 1878, to April, 1879. 

Taylor, William H., December 31, 1929, to May, 1934. 

Tellstrom, Anders T., March, 1930, to May, 1932. 

Temple, Thomas F., 1870 to April, 1890. 

Thorndike, Rachel E. S., May, 1896, to April, 1899. 

Turnbull, Joseph A., October, 1906, to December 23, 1915. 

Turner, John, September, 1890, to May, 1893, and January, 
1895, to November, 1896. 

Vorenberg, Felix, May, 1934, to May, 1935. 

Walsh, John J., September, 1935, to date. 

Warren, Clifford P., May, 1934, to July 7, 1939 (died). 

Warren, John W., 1864 to April 1866. 

Welch, William J., April, 1884, to April, 1889. 

White, Eva W., May, 1926, to April 28, 1947. 

Willcutt, Levi L., 1878 to April, 1885. 

Willey, Edward H., December 8, 1926, to date. 

Winthrop, Robert C., 1864 to May, 1867. 

Wolcott, Edith P., 1893 to May, 1901. 

Zottoli, Joseph T., February, 1927, to March, 1930. 


CHAIRMEN 


Winthrop, Robert C., July, 1864, to May, 1867. 

Lincoln, F. W., June, 1867, to April, 1878. 

Temple, Thomas F., April, 1878, to December 31, 1878, and 
from April, 1881, to April, 1890. 

Amory, Thomas C., January, 1879, to April, 1881. 

Newell, Otis K., April, 1890, to May, 1891. 

Fowler, William P., May, 1891, to July, 1918. 

Sproules, Thomas, July, 1918, to May, 1920. 

Hecht, Simon E., May, 1920, to December, 1926, and May, 
1930, to May, 1934. 

Leveroni, Frank, December, 1926, to December, 1926. 

Heller, Nathan A., December, 1926, to May, 1930. 

MeMurry, James A., May, 1934, to February 19, 1938 (died). 

Warren, Clifford P., May 2, 1938, to July 7, 1939 (died). 

Walsh, John J., July 10, 1939 to 1942. 

Sasserno, Joseph H., August 10, 1942, to August 31, 1944. 

Gookin, Margaret J., August, 1944, to May, 1947. 

Leonard, Louis P., May, 1947, to date. 


TREASURERS 


Warren, John W., July, 1864, to January, 1865. 
Norcross, Otis, January, 1865, to January, 1876. 
Higginson, George, 1876 to 1878. 

Lincoln, F. W., 1878 to September 13, 1898. 
Humphreys, Richard C., November, 1898, to May, 1912. 
Fowler, William P., May, 1912, to July, 1918. 
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Hecht, Simon, July, 1918, to May, 1920. 

Daly, Franklin P., May, 1920, to November, 1927. 

Willey, Edward H., December, 1927, to May, 1930, and August 
1931, to date. 

Maloney, James P., May, 1930, to August, 1931. 


SECRETARIES 


Pratt, John, July, 1864, to November, 1874. 

Pettee, Benjamin, November, 1874, to December, 1914. 
Hardy, William H., December, 1914, to March, 1924. 
McCarthy, Walter V., March, 1924, to May 28, 1934. 
Dowling, John C. L., May 28, 1934, to January 15, 1937. 
Moynihan, Patrick J., January 18, 1937, to January 3, 1938. 
O’Hare, William G., November 15, 1938, to date. 
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